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Furnj.tm:e stare sales ahowerl ‘somewhat less‘fﬂmn ‘the- usual -seasonal
rise in .October, reflecting an increase of about .8 per cent in both cash -
and total credit sales. The October gain in credit sales was more marked
in the charge-account than in the instalment segment,  Cash sales were °*

- down 9 per cent from the Qctober 1946 volure, while charge-account sales
- increased .3 tor ¢=1t over the year-period. Instalment sales, which now’
account for aviately | three-ﬁ.ttha of the total, continued substant.ial‘ly

_larger than & ; carlfers

Inventories mcreased 7 per cent in October, and at the end of
the month .were 15 per cent above those held by retailers on the correspond-
ing dzte 1l2st year. They amounted to about four months* supply at the
current rat. of sale, the same as for [October -a year earlier,

.

.Iastalment acoo\mts receivable were '6 per cent higher tha.n
at the end of September, and continued around two-fifths above the amount.
.. outstanding a year ago.. Collections on instalment ts were unch
" from|the September level, and the collection ratio declined. one point to
""23°pér cent. -~The avérage repayment period for instalment accounts. outstand-
ing in October was approximately seven and one-half mcrithse

Furniture Store Statistics “for October 19h7

Net sales
. Total .
" . Cath. sales R
. iCredit sales: Instalment
Charge account

Acco‘unts receivable, at end of month

Total . ) : h+5 W2
stalment | R o e 3
. . . ta ] .
Collactions during month L . o
4 Total . o S e 3 +16 -
! Instalment o D T +16
Inventories, end of month, at retail value f. +17 415 °

Nobe.-—’l‘hese figures are preliminary and sub;ect to rension. /
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RETATL FURNITURE STORES - OCTOBER 1947* " ?

Sales and Inventories

. Percentage change

ventor:
Federal Reserve |Total net sales| Cash sales Credit sales engnof mni{:s 1/
District |Sept.L70ct. L6 [Sept.Ni7]Oct. 18| Sept. 147 Oct.'E Septi7]Oct."
to to; to to to to
Oct.tL7]|0ct.t Oct. 'k 0¢t.'h7 Oct.'L7}octe 'h7
Boston ' +2 +1°7 a7 +2 |- +23
New York . 418 |- +18 +39 +5 +8
Philadelphia 9 - 410 - .+l +19 +12 +11
Cleveland +5 +5 +14 +8 [+ <25
Richmond +1 ! +13 +12 +10
Atlanta 1 +5- +5 415 +9 o]
Chicago + L +6 | +28 + 17 +12
St. Louis 1 +12 .0 +21 | +3 +1
Linneapolis *"| -3 =6 7| 41k +12 +20
Kansas City ot "l ] 4B +1 +2l
Dallas -1 =1 | #$1 | +2 +8
San Francisco | + 7 +8 | 4L +9 +2l
U. Se Total ~ {1 +8 +1h +8 -9 T 2L | T +15
Humber of stores{- 731 731 .588 -| 588 588 - 553 553

1/ At retail value.

SR L] Collections during month

Federal Reserve ! Instalment - - -:Totad—... - |. _Instalment
District | |SeptAi7[0ot,i5 Sept. 'h7]0ct, L6 |Septal? Oct.'b6 Sep :ﬁ Oct. 'I6
s to to! to to to to to
: Octoth? Oct.uﬂ Octe 'h7{Oct.'L7]0ct. L7 Oct.vh7 Oct.'h'l Oct, 'L7
Boston +° k - 419 +10 | #26 |..-3°| 410 »2 +7
New York i +6 +48 + 7 +56 | 7910 +2L +2 +26
Philadelphia | | +6 | +35 +8. w29 | ~1 | w16 0 + 17
* Clevelard + 5| +lb +2 %7 =3 .9 -3 0
Richmond + 3 +38 + 1 +47 0 411 +1 +17
Atlanta + 4 +33 + U 435 0 +9 -3 +11
Chicago +5 +j2 +3 | 43k o | a7 -1 +2
St. Louis w1 20 +17 +33 +1 +18 -6 +5
kinneapolis +2 +23 +2 +26 -1 +7 -1 +1
Kansas City + L +46 + b +59 +11 +2h 413 +2l
Dallas + b +3h +2 +28 | -1 | 11 -1 412
San Francisco +2 | #61 +5 «34 | "+ b +20 + 10 +6
Ue S. Total # 5 |ial2 + 6 SHi3 |3 +16 0 +16
Number of stores| 669 669 222 222 669 669 222 222
Digitize T @ctoberd9k7 figures are preliminary and subject to revision. .
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