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. RETAIL; FtWITUM; FOR iEPlELiBBR^W.' " " 

' Retail furn i ture store sales increased 12 per cent in September, 
and were approximately one-f i f th above the year^ago leve l . Cash and 
charge-acqomt, sales showed a somewhat larger expansion than, i s usual i n - . . 
September, while instalment sales rose by considerably more than the 
customary seasonal amount. Cash sales continued below the vblume of a 
year-ago; instalment and charge-account sales were up 40 per cent and 
14 per:cent, respectively. 1 ; 

. Inventories were b u i l t up s l ight ly in [September, and continued 
substantial ly above those held on the corresponding date of 191*6. At the 
end °f^the month they amounted to nearly four months' supply a t the current 

• Instalment accounts receivable increased 3 per cent during 
September, and at the end of the month were 40 per cent larger than a year 
ea r l i e r . Collections on instalment accounts rose 16 per cdnt, and the 
r a t io of collections during September to instalment accounts outstanding 
oii the f i r s t of the month was 25 per cent. At the 'current ra te of repay-' 
ment, instalment accounts would be outstanding, on the average, about 
seven months. , . • 

Furniture Store S t a t i s t i c s for September 1947 : | | 
" " ' • " " • . - , T 

•^tigust 2947 
.to. . 

September 1947 

September 1946 
to / 

Net sales . ,. : 
Total ' ~ 
Cash sales ; 
Credit sales$ Instalment 

Charge account 

+12 
+ 6 
+17 

: t j ; 

+1S^ 
: - 5 
+Uo 

' +H* • 
Accounts receivable, a t end of month 

Total • 
Instalment 

• . I , 

1 +1*0. 
+40 

Collections during month *- \ 
Total ; • 
Instalment [ 

u , 
+16' 

+25 
+30 

Inventories, end of month, a t r e t a i l value : : 
Note.—These f igures are preliminary and subject to revision. j 
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RETAIL FURNITURE STORES - SEPTEMBER. 191*7* 

Sales and Inventories 

Federal Reserve 

Percentage change 

Federal Reserve 
Total net sales Cash sales Credit sales Inventories 

end of month y 
Dis t r ic t Aug.«U7 Sept.t*6 Aug.'1*7 Sept,t*6 •Aug. '1*7 Sept. *1*6 Aug.'1*7 Sept. ' U6 

to to tO . ; • to to to to 
Sept.ttf SeptA7 SeptA*7 Sent.1*7 Sent .1*7 Sept.'1*7 Sept.1*7 Sent .1 1*7 

Boston +21 • 9 . •16 -19 •aa •15 ' • 1 , t X 7 
Mew York *20 .. *35 •10 •22 •U9 • a • 8 
Philadelphia •26 •15 •19 -13 •30 •27 • i •12 
Cleveland • 9 •18 • h -17 •11 •26 • 7 •25 
Richmond •18 : >11 •15 -17 •20 •20 • 3 • 1 
Atlanta •12 •11* • 6 -21 •12 +2? • 1* 0 
Chicago •16 •23 •19 • L •17 •1*0 • 5 •17 
S t . Louis •19 •20 •11 -13 •21* •27 • 1 •18 
Jiiinneapolis •29 •13 •21* - 1 •31 •Hi - 2 • 8 
Kansas City- • 9 •11 • V - 8 •11 •25 • h •35 
Dallas , +17 *18 •15 - U •15 •21 - 2 +19 
San Francisco - li •19 - 8 • 2 - 3 •27 - 1 •27 

U. S. Total . •12- •19 • 8 - 5 •13 •29 • 2 •16 

Number of stores 750 750 605 605 605 605 527 527 

V A t r e t a i l value. 

Accounts Receivable and Collections 

• -pSi-ceriU] ee"'fcharige 
Accounts receivable.end of month Collections during month 

Federal Reserve Total I n s t alment Total Inst, alment 
Dis t r ic t Aug.'1*7. Sept.l*6 Aug. '1*7 Sept. *1*6 Aug. '1*7 Sept.1*6 Aug,'1*7 Sept.'1*6 

to • to- ; to ' -—to" ' —to to to to 
Sept.'!i7 Sept.'l*7 Sept .1*7 Sept. '1*7 Sept .'1*7 Sept.l*7 Sept.li? Sept. '1*7 

Boston ' • 5 >19 i * 2vN • 7 •12 •13 •11 • U 
New York . . • 3 •1*2 ! • 2 •1*8 . •13 •25 •19 •39 
Philadelphia : • 3 •39 • 2 •32 •16 •22 •16 •21* 
Cleveland ' • 3 •1*2 • h •39 •12 •23 •12 •19 
Richmond : • i* •37 . • 5 •1*6 •15 •19 •11* . ^28 
Atlanta : • 3 •31* : • h •36 •13 •25 •17 •28 
Chicago • U •38 • u •37 • 3 •29 •11* •1*0 
S t . Louis • 7 •23 ; + 1* •33 •17 •32 , •22 •20 
Minneapolis • 5 •19 ; • 7 •19 •16 ' •!!* •19 •10 
Kansas City , • 2 •1*8 • 5 •59 • 2 •31 • 3 •31 
Dallas • 1* •39 • 6 •30 •11 •21 •15 •27 
San Francisco • 2 •51 - +k •37 0 •30 • 3 •20 

U. S . Total : + 3 •1*0 • 3 •1*0 ' > 9 •25 •16 •30 

Number of stores 687 687 - 231 , 231 ,687, 687 231.. 231 
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