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RETAIL FURNITURE REPORT FOR MARCH 1947

L LMay 2, 1907,

Retail furniture store sales showed about’ the usual expans:.on in March,
cent above the ycar-ago lecvel, Both cash and instalment sales in-
creased substantizlly, while charge-account sales rose somewhat less than is cus-
tomary from February to March., Cash sales.were a tenth below last
while bath types of credit salescontinued well zbove those of a year carlier.

2nd were 16 per

year's volume,

Inven‘w;'ies were built up slightly in ¥arch and continued conéiderably

larger than those held by retailers last year.

At the end of the month they

amounted to nearly four and one-half months' supply at the current rate of Salt.,
as compared with about thrce months' supply on Harch 31, 19L6.

Instalment accounts receivable were up one per cent from the end of
Fcbruary, but were.zpproximately one-third greater than on the corresponding date
a year agoe Collections on instalment accounts increased 15 per cent, and the
ratio of collections during iferch to accounts outstanding on the first of the

month was,25 per cent, four points higher than in Fcbruary..

At the current rate

of .repayment, msta]ment accounts would be outstanding, on the average, about

seven months.

Fnrniture store statistics for 'M:‘J‘ch 19h7

Percentage change fromg -
February 1947 March 1956
to to
March 19L7 | March 19L7
Net sales :
Total o +16 +16
Cash sales - — +13 ~10
Credit sazles; Instalment +19 -~ +23
Charge account : +3 . +38
Accounts receivable, at gnd of month . » ,
Total : "+ 3 +42
Instalment + 1 +3L
‘Collections during month .
Total . +10 426
Instalment +15 +16
Inventories, end of month, at retail value +1 +6l

Note.-~These figures are prcliminary and s{xbject to revision. .
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RETATL FURNITURE STCRES - MARCE 1947: @

Sales and J.nventones

R Percer:tage change
E L Ir:ventories
Federal peserve Total net sales Cash sales Credit sales erd of month 1/
District Fcb, 1L7|tar. 1:6{Febs thT|Yar. L5 |Feboth7|har. 'L6[Feb. th7|rar. 1hE
to to to to to to to to
- var, th7]var, 57| Mar. 'L7 Yar, 'L7|¥ar, th7|Kar. *L7|var.tL7|Yer, 'LT
poston - +29 + 7 +18 -9 - +31 +11 +3 468
Hew York +25 +1 | +12 -17 +29 +27 +1 451
Fhiladelphia +21 + 6 417 =18 +23 +1l 0 +51
cleveland +2 413 +23 -18 +23 +22 +1 +56
Richmond | +28 +15 | 426 -8 | +29 +27 +1 +Sh
Atlanta .| «18 +9 411 -21 420 417 -3 +60
Chicago ] 419 +12 +25 -2 +17 +21 +5 +6
St. Louis +17 +2 +12 =21 420 +13 " 3 +75
Kinneapolis +22 322 +32 +13 +15 +2h + b 70
Kansas City +11 2L +1 -11 + 8 +35 .+ 6 4116
Dallas +11 +16 -3 =22 412 +31 + 6 +73
San Francisco .+ 3 +26 +5 +3 -1 +37 -3 471
. S. Total +16 +16 +13 -10 +15 +25 +1 ran
Number of stores| 798 798 628 628 628 628 570 570

1/ At retail value,

,kccounts Receivable and Collections

! T-recnta,r: change

. ccourrts receivable, ond of uonth Collections during month

. Federal Feserve 'otal Tnstzlment Totzl Instalment
nistrict Feb, 'L 7 uar. tLElren . WL7[rar. '1.G[Feb L7 ]sar. 'L8|Feb. LT Mar. i

. to to to to to to to
'lﬂ yar. th7|iar.th7lyer. h7|ver.th7{sar, tL7|sar, 'h7(Nvar, th

7 -

Boston N LN TR w2 | w20 | o | ez a7

New York + 7! +39 +1 +38 | +20 +25 +22 +19

Philzdelphia .} 41 +27 0 +25 +13 +21 +10 +17

Cleveland + 2] +h2 +3 +36 +10 +20 +16 s21

Richmond o +3L +1 +31 +11 +27 17 +17
Atlanta +1 +36 +1 +37 + 6 +25 +9 418 |
Chicago +3 +35 +2 +23 +9 +23 +1 +19 -
St. Louis. ) +27 0 +20 +9 +9 0 -5
Limneapo};s +2° +35 +3 +30 +12 +21 + 7 +16 .
Kansas city +3 +61 0 22 | +5 3L | A6 +1 .
Dallas +2 +37 +1 +26 + b +22 +10 +18 ¢
San Franeisco +1 +9 +1 +L0 + 6 436 +15 +20
U. S Total +3 +42 +1 +34 | +10 - +26 +15 +16 j

urber of stores| 733 733 22, 22l 733 733 224 22k

Dlgltlzed W‘f‘ﬁgres are prel_nurary and subject to revisicn. _
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