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.RETAIL raNITUKB REPORT PGR DECEMBER 1946 

. -Furnature*store sales increased substantially in December, re f l ec t ing 
peak sales volume for both types, df'orectiifc na les ; Gash sales1 showed..lees th&fl.. . 
the customary r i se during the month. -The volume of cash and instalment sales were 
well above a year ago, while''oharge-aocount sales were nearly*twice as lafge as 
i ^ December 1946, * - \ 

Inventories were reduced 3 per cept^ but at the end of the year wore 
up 77 per 6ont freer the low leve l of the probpditig year. At the end of December 
Stocks on hand amouirtod to almost three months1 supply at the current rate of 
sale • • ; • •• 

Instalment accounts receivable showed s l i g h t l y moro than the usual 
ge'asonal increase In December, qrnd were 29 p%r cent greater than at the end of 
December a year e a r l i e r , 1 Golieotiqns on instalment accounts declined one per 
cuont, and the col lect ion ratio dropped one point to 26 pir bent. Instalment 
accounts Were col lected i n approximately s i x r andone-half months, e. shorter period 

..-tjhan in the corresponding month, of 1946, . ' * 

Furniture Store S t a t i s t i c s for December 1946 ......... 

Percentage change from: 
November-1946-

• t o —-
December-1946 

December-. 1946. 
to 

December 1946 

Net sales 

Credit sa les : Instalment ... . < 
• Charge-account -

: *21 
+26- • ' 
+15 

' +31 

+42 
- .. -+22- .... 

+36 * 
+91 

Accounts receivable, at end of, month 
Total ' : - • ; v 
Instalment " v . \ , 

v, 

440 1 

+29 

Collections during month -
• Total % ^ -

Instalment "" 
- ' l 

• r - 1 
. +40' 

+33 

Inventories, end t f month,-at r e t a i l value . ' r 3 i - r, 

• : - , T 
.. Jfote .--These f igures are preliminary and subject to. revis ion, 
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RETAIL FURNITURE STORES - DECELBER 1546* 

Sales and Inventories 

Percentage change" 

Federal Reserve 
D i s t r i c t 

Total net sa les 
Dec.*46 

t o 
Doc..'46 

Nov.*46 
. t o 

"De c / 4 6 

Cash sales. 
Nov.*46 

t o 
Dec. *46 

Dec. *45 
t o 

Dec; '46 

. .Credit sa les 
Nov. *46 

t o 
Hoc..-.'46 

Doc, *45 
t o 

•Deo » * 46 

Inventor ies , 
end of month 2 / 

Nov.^46 
t o 

.Dc.c,'46-j-] 

Dcc. '45 
t o 

Dec. «4€ 

Boston 
Kew York 
Philadelphia 

^Cleveland 
Richmond 
Atlanta t 
Chicago 
S t . Louis 
Minneapolis 
Kansas City' 
Dallas 
San Franci sco 

U. S. Total ' 

Number of s to res 

+13 
+21 
+24 
+19 
+17 
+19 

' + 2 0 

+14 
+15 
+ 2 2 ' -

+15 
+29 

+21 

665 

+38 
+45 
+34 
+35 
+36 
+38 
+36 
+21 
+43 
+66 
+30 
+54 

l / At r e t a i l value. 

+42 
+15 
+34 
+44. 
+],7 " 
+21 
*21 > 
+21 
+27 
+26 
+18 

; +35 

+25 

+31 . 
+36 
+11 
+ 8 
.+19 • 
+21 

: +27 
+ 9 
+28 
+56 
+ .1 
+16. 

+22 

534 

+ 6 
. *23. 

+21 
+14 
+17i 
+17 

* +. 3 
+13 
+ 8 

. - - + 2 0 

• : + 1 8 • 

+27 

- - + 1 8 

534 

+40 
+48 
*43 
+45 
+43 
+4* 
+4:5. 
+27 
+51 
+73 
+40 
+75 

+51 

+ 5 
- 4 
- 7 

0 
.-12 

- 5 ' 
+ 3 
+ 3 

. 0 
t 1 . 

- 3 . 

457 

+103 
+70 
+54 
+73 
+72 

,+71 
+54 
+75 

' + 8 8 

+128 

% 
.*•77. 

457 

J ccpuxjts Receivable and Collect ions 

Percentage change 

Federal- Reserved 
Accounts receivable,end of r.onth Coll ect ions during month 

Federal- Reserved To t a l ' Instalment Total Instalment 
D i s t r i c t Nov.*46 Dec t l £ 5 Nov, *46 Dec.'45 Nov; *4'6 J Tib <$.'43' I £ • Dee s • '-45 

t o t o : t o t o t o t o t o . t o 
Dec.*46 Dec . '46 Ddc, '46 Dec. *46 Dec, '46 Doc.'46 Dec. *46 Dec. '46 

Boston \ +12- +4^ + 5 +54 •r 1 ;+31. .1. +47 
Kew York +18' +35 +19 +33 .. i - 2 - - +38 + 4 +38 
Philadelphia +12 +24 +14 +24 - 1 +36 0 +34 
Clevolemd + 8 +41 + 5 +37 - - ' T 4. • +31 • ^ 0 . , . + 3 1 
Rictroob^ + 5' +35 + 6 - +29 - 5 •K2 - 7 " +32" 
Atlanta +10" j +36 + 6 +23 ; 0 +36 - - 7 +25 
Chicago + 6 +33 + 8 +25 + 2 +31 ' - 2 +30 
S t . Louis + 8 +30 +11 +18 - 6 +25 0 +17 
Minneapolis +•- 6" +3$ + 6 +34 - 3 +39 - 1 +36 
Kansas'City +14" +64 y y + 2 +71 y • y 
Delias. +10 +3j5 + 7 +26 0 +24 + 5 +29 
San Francisco +15- +60 + 9 . +41. m " .* 1, f • . +58 - 1 » +61 

' U. S. Total +11*" " +40 ' - m +29 - -- 1 — • ' • +40 " - 1 - - +33 

Number of s to re s 

* DAfiAmhAT* 1QZ fi i 

607 607 193 193 607 607 193 ' 198 . 

" ""c 4 w r* v • •*' * „ o uujcv> v uu i v vxoA. uii# 
1/ Mthhe ld t o avoid d isc losure of operations of ind iv idua l es tab l i shments . 
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