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RETAIL FTRTJITCJRE REPORT fORMAY 1946 

Retail ftirniture store -sales rose 6 per cent in May, reflecting 
seasonal grains in both cash and credit sales. Cash and chnrgc—account sales 
were in considerably larger volume than a year earlier, while instalment s*>les 
were nearly cne-half greater than in the correspond in" month of 1945. 

Inventories increased 7 per cent during May and were up 22 p: r c-nt 
from the low level of list year. At the end of the month they amounted to "bout 
three months' supoly -at the current -rate of sale, as compared with nearly four 
months' supply on May 31, 1945. 

Instalment accounts receivable increased slightly during 'lay. hut at 
the end of the month were about one-fifth higher than a year earlier. Collections 
increased 4 per cent, resulting in a. collection ratio of 28 oer cent,-'the .same-• 
as in the ©receding month. These accounts were'outstanding approximately vsix 
months, a somewhat shorter period than the average'for May 1945. 

Furniture Stor^ Statistics for May 1946 

1 . Percent"ft® change from: 
I April 1946 .. I May. 1945 
i to I to 
I May 1946.. I Vpy 1946 

Net sales - , 
! 
1 

Total* ! + 6 ' +60 
Cash siles 

. Instalment 

1 +" 7 * 1 +80 
Credit s^less . Instalment ! + 4 ! +48' 

Charge account 1 - +11 ; 
1 +73 ; 

Accounts receivable , at end of month I 
Totnl 1 + 4 ! +26 
Instalment- +'3 ' +20 

Collections during month ; / • ' ! ! " 
Tot « 1 " - J - " <••¥•. 7 1 +40 
Instnl""<»nt 

• : : 
+ 4 1 +37. 

Inventories, end of month, at retail Y"lue ••< - ;! '•+7 1 +22 
1 

Note.—These figures are preliminary «rui rubjfct to reVi's 1 on. 
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RETAIL FURNITURE STORES - feAY 1946* 

Sales and Inventories 

Percentage change 

sales 
Inventories. , 

Foderel Reserve Total net sales Cash sales Credit sales end of month-/ 
District Apr.'. 46 May *45 Apr, *46 Kay *4b Apr. *46 Kay *45 Apr. *-16 Uuy *4b 

to to to to to to to to 

May *46 May *46 Hay *46 May *46 May '46 May *46 Lay *46 May '46 

Boston +24 +55 . +19 +62 +25 +54 +13 +21 
New York + 6 +65 + 8 +115 - + 5 +53 + 5 +29 
Philadelphia + 7 +67 +11 +92 + 7 +60 + 3 +20 
Cleveland + 7 +51 +15 +76.. + 6 . +47 +15 +39 
Ri.chir.cnd - 2 +58 + 1 +76 - 3 . +52 + 8 +24 
Atlanta + 7 +62 + 2/ +95 +10 +58 + 6 +21 
Chicago + 8 +55 + 9 +91 + 7 . . +43 - 1 +16 
St. Louis + 2 +53 + 4 +94 + 4 +48 +12 +24 
kir.neapclis + 2 +90 + 3 +110 0 +86 + 9 +20 
Kansas City 0 +62 - 1 +72 + 1 +58 + 7 +31 
Dalles + 5 +53 * 5 +63 + 6 +51 +10 +25 
San Francisco +10 +55 + 8 +45 + 7 +55 + 6 +10 

U. S. Total . + 6 +60 + 7 +80 + 6 +55 + 7 +22 

Kuiaber cf stores 767 767 617 617 617 617 544 544 

\J At retail value 

Accounts Recei\abl<y and Collections 

- Percentaj ;e change 
Accounts receivable,end cf month Ccllections during month 

Federal Reserve Total Instalment Total Instalment 
District Apr,*46 !iay *45 Apr. '46 .Lay *45 *46 Kay *45 Apr,*46 Lay *45 

to to to to to to to to 
Kay *46 May *46 May '*46 Lay *46 May *46 , May *46 Kay '46 May *46 

Boston + 5 +17 + 3 +11 6 +17 + 5 +37 
New Y<- rk + 2 +20 + 2 +19 + 6 +37 + 5 +39 
Philadelphia + 5 i +20 + 6 +25 3 . +39 + 1 +39 
Cleveland + 6 +57 + 6 +13 4 + 9 +33 + 8 +20 
Richmond + 3 +24 + 2 +25 5 +42 + 5 +37 
Atlanta ' + 4 +22 + 2 +13 + 6 +38 + 3 +29 
Chi cago + 5 +19 - 1 +29 + 6 +37 +12 +51 
St. Lcuis 0 +14 + 2 +11 5 +42 - 3 +25 
Minneapolis + 7 +41 + 2 +36 + 4 +70 + 3 +59 
Kansas City + 6 +34 + 3 + 4 4* 6 +57 0 +71 
Dallas + 2 +18 + 2 +30 . + 4 +38 + 3 +45 
San Francisco + 7 +29 • + 1 +30 + 9 +39 +12 +43 

U. S. Total + 4 +26 + 3 +20. + 7 +40 + 4 +37 

Number of stores 703 703 246 246 703 703 246 246 

May 1946 figures are preliminary and subject to revision. Digitized for FRASER 
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