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' F u r n i t u r e s t o r e s a l e s d e c l i n e d s u b s t a n t i a l l v i n J a n u a r y , but were 
4=2 pe r c e n t above t h e yea r - ago . l e v e l . Both c a s h and i n s t a l m e n t s a l e s -were 
reduced sha rp ly* and wore c o n s i d e r a b l y above t h o s e l a s t y e a r . Charge-account 
s a l e s i n January amounted t o about f o u r - f i f t h s of t h e December volume, and were 
up 26 per cen t over t h e y e a r - p e r i o d . 

I n v e n t o r i e s i n c r e a s e d f i v e pe r cent d u r i n g . t h e month, and a t t h e end 
of January were 11 per c e n t l a r g e r t h a n i n t h e co r respond ing month i n 1945. On 
January 31j s t o c k s on hand amounted t o abou t t h r e e and o n e - h a l f months ' supply 
a t t h e c u r r e n t r a t e of s a l e , a s compared w i t h app rox ima te ly f o u r and one -ha l f 
months ' supply a t t h e end of January a yea r e - a r l i e r . 

I n s t a l m e n t a ccoun t s r e c e i v a b l e d e c r e a s e d f i v e per cen t i n . J a n u a r y , b u t 
were e i g h t p e r cen t l a r g e r t h a n a y e a r a g o . C o l l e c t i o n s on i n s t a l m e n t accoun t s 
i n c r e a s e d s l i g h t l y , and the c o l l e c t i o n r a t i o was unchanged a t t h e December l e v e l 
of -24 per c e n t . Those accounts con t inued t o - b e c o l l e c t e d i n app rox ima te ly -
seven months, as compared w i t h about e i g h t a r d one -ha l f months i n January l a s t 
y e a r . 

F u r n i t u r e S t o r e S t a t i s t i c s f o r January 1946 . 

Pe rcen tage change f r o m : 
December 1945 ; January 1945 

t o t o z 

Janua ry 1946 January 1946 ^ 

Ket s a l e s . 
' T o t a l ' -29 +42 ^ 

Cash s a l e s . - 3 1 +68 
Credi t ' s a ) e s ; I n s t a l m e n t " - : - • -32 +43 

Charge account ; - 2 i +26 

Accounts r e c e i v a b l e , a t end of month 
: ' 

Tota l . - 6 + 5 
I n s t a l m e n t - 5 + 8 

C o l l e c t i o n s d u r i n g month -

T o t a l + 9 . +18 . 
I n s t a l m e n t . > 4 +23 

I n v e n t o r i e s , end of month, a t r e t a i l va lue + 5 ; +11 

Koto:—These f i g u r e s a re p re l imina ry and s u b j e c t t o r e v i s i o n . 
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Se l e s and Invent c r i e s 

Percentage change I t 
Federt.1 Reserve 

To ta l n e t s a l e s Cash i s a l e s C r e d i t s a l e s end of mor. thi / 
D i s t r i c t Dec. *45 J a n . ' 45 Dec.*45 Jan.* 45 Dec. *45 Jan .*45 Dec. *45 Jan.* 45 

t o t o t o t o t o t o t o t o 
J a n . 1 46 Jan.* 46 Jan.* 46 Jan .*46 J a n / * 4 6 Jan.* 46 J a n . *46 Jan.*46 

Boston • -22 +48 -44 +59 -14 +45 + 8 + 1 
Kow York -44 +52 -35 +101 -47 +38 +10 +11 
P h i l a d e l p h i a - 3 3 +42 - 2 3 +96 ~ - 3 7 +24 + 7 +22 
Cleveland -26 +64 -40 +96 - 1 3 +61 + 9 +16 
Richmond . - 30 +54 -33 +66 —30 +52 | 1 +10 + 4 
A t l a n t a - -19 +56 - 2 1 +89 -19 +49 - 1 +16 
Chicago -29 +49 - 2 9 | +63 - - & | +45 + 6 ' +15 
S t . Louis -29 +38 - 2 7 +66 -26 +30 - 3 + 2 
Lirr.-jr.poli s -14 - +54 -36 +64 + 3 +54 + 4 - 1 
Kansas Ci ty -16 +41 -14 +63 -17 +31 — 3 + 5 
Da 1 l a s . -23 +35 . - 25 +61 -26 +24 + 3 + 3 
San F ranc i sco -26 +13 .-37 +24 -25 + 7 + 1 +11 

U. S . T o t a l -29 +42 - 3 1 +68 -27 ' +36 j + 5 > 1 1 

Number of s t o r e s | 728 728 | ' 556 596 596 596 j 501 501 

TT At r e t a i l . v a l u e , 

Accounts Receivable and C o l l e c t i o n s 

F c r c c r t a r e change 
Accounts recoivab-lc , end nf month C o l l e c t i o n s during; 

"Federal Reserve T o t a l 1 merit1 T o t a l | I n s t a l m e n t 
D i s t r i c t Dec. *45 (Jan,*45 Dec. ' 4 5 1 J a n . ' 4 5 Dec . ' 4 5 I Jan.* 15 |Dec . ' 45 {Jan. *45 

t o t o t o j t o t o t o j t o t o 
J a n . *46 Jan.*46 J a n . *46 Jan.* 46 Jan.*46 J a n . * 4 6 j J r n . * 4 6 J a n . *46 

Boston - 4 + 7 - 2 + 8 + 7 +25 
i 
| • 5 +37 

Kow York - 6 + 3 - 6 + 4 + 5 +17 | • 2 +20 
P h i l a d e l p h i a - 5 - 4 - 7 + 3 + 6 +10 i + 3 +24 
Cleveland - 3 +10 — 5 +11 + 9 +26 i. + 2 +19 
Richmond 0 +27 - 8 +13 + 7 +24 | - 1 +28 
A t l a n t a - 4 +10 - 4 +12 +11 +25 I • 9 +27 
Chicago - 3 + 7 + 2 | +17 + 5 +14 + 3 + 9 
S t . Louis . - 6 + 6 • - 8 , i + 5 + 2 +25 > 3 +22 
Mnnvf tpo l i s 0 +14 - - 1 1 1 +20 I +31 • 3 - +38 
Kansas City - 7 +14 + 3 +11 | +22 +18 +26 +26 
Da l las - 3 + 2 - I + 1 1 1 + 1 +22. +10 +21 
Sar. Francisco" -22 -15- - -6 + , j +23 + 7 +15 +10 

U, S . T o t a l - 6 + 5 + 9 +18 
• i 

+ 4 j +23 

dumber of s t o r OS 675 
1 

675 266 266 J 
1 

675 675 266 j 266 
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