
* 30ARB OF O0VEFJ'0!?S. 0? THE FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM 

Apri l 3, 1245• 
m s r f t - 34 

RETAIL FURNITURE REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 1945 

Reta i l f u r n i t u r e s tore s t i e s rose three per cent i n February, r e -
i l e c t i n g an eight per cent increase in instalment sa les o f f s e t in part by con-' 
t p seasonal decl ines in both cash and charge-ecccunt s a l e s . Cash sa les were 

P e r c e n t l a rge r than a year e a r l i e r , while c red i t poles showed smaller in -
crear.es over the year-a±?o volume then in e i t h e r cf the two preceding nv n ths . ' t ^ 

Inventor ies wore b u i l t up f u r t h e r during February, ana -it the 
of the month were rn ly two per cent below those of a year ago;. At the end 
of the month, they amounted to about four and one-half months' supply at 
the current r a t e of sa l e , as compared with approximately f i ve months1 

supply s t the end of February 1944. 

Instalment accounts receivable declined by about the customary . 
seasonal amount, end continued near the ye.ar-ago level* The r a t i o of co l l ec - , 
tic;nr during February to instalment accounts outstanding o:; the f i r s t of the 

nth was unchanged fr^m the January r a t i o of 21 :er cent , but wa£ one point 
higher than f o r the corresponding period in 1944. These, accounts are now 
col lec ted in about eight and one-half months, approximately one-half month 
l e s s than in February l a s t year . 

Furni ture Store S t a t i s t i c s f c r February 1945 

i 1 I I 

Janurry 1945 February 1944 
t- to 

February 1945 February 1945 

Wet sa les 
Tot'; 1 + 3 •*12 
Cash s i l o s n + 21 
Credit sa les : Instalment * 6 + 7 

Charge account - 7 > 3 ; 

Accounts rece ivable , at end of month 
Total - 5 + 1 
Instalment - 3 . + 1 

Col lect ions during r r n t h 
Totcl -10 > 5 
Instalment - 8 

t . -
Inventor ies , end of m":nth, a t r e t a i l value + 5 - 2 
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RETAIL FUH3TURE STORES - EEERUAH3T 1945 

Suing and Inven to r ies 

Percent 9, 
! Invcr.torie:; 

redo ro 1 lie servo Tot;-1 r ot s a l e s On sr. ;;r 1.*js • Credit pnlvs end =f . w i t h V 
DintrTct J a n . ' 4 b Feb. '44 Jon.*45 Feb. '44 J a n . ' 4 5 Feb. '44 Jw:. '45. For.. *44 

to t o t o t o to t . 'c. to 
Fob. '45 Feb. *45 F e b . ' 4 5 Fob. ' 4 5 F o b . ' 4 5 Feb. '45 f e t . ' 4 5 Feb. ' 4 5 

Boston , - 7 0 + 1 + 7 - 9 - 2 0 -14 
ilv-v; York + 3 + 6 + S +11 + 2 + 7 + 7 + 3 
Phi lade]nhia + 11 +15 + 6 +28 + 12 + 13 + 5 - 8 
Cl.;vel'.rd . : +20 + 4 + 3 + 17 + 7 0 + 5 - G 

Jnehnnrd + 3 +12 - 7 +1.'5 + j +11. + 8 + 3 
At I ' nto + 1 + 17 . - 7 +;;? + 4 + 17 + e - 7 
Chicago + 5 + 13 + 2 +1C + - 3 + 7 + 5 
St .Louis -14 + 8 -12 +20 -12 -- 3 + 5 
L ' innr ipol is + 4 +]4 + 1 + .?0 + 8 "12 + 13 + 10 
F>r,r"is City + 7 + 10 + 7 + 2u + 8 + 14 + 2 
Boiloa + r + 17 • P +4% + 6 +11 + 4 
r-4:i - renciscr - ?. +13 - 9 - 2 + 6 + 3 

u. 3. Tot^l + • 3 +ie - 2 +21 + 3 + 5 - 2 

Nuir.t?r of s t o r e s &16 846 665 
6R& . 68::-

685 
564 !#4 

TJ At r e t a i l vr-

Accovjit 5 rece ivable nftd C •-•ll^ctioi-s. 

:'ero«:3tarc 
Account, s' roeeiva' : lo, Slid of nonth Collootion 

f | i 

Federal Reserve. T r t a l • Ins-tt.ln.unt T--' t - i In-to-ims':! 
I: i s t r i c t Jon. '4 '" f :b. '44 J o n . ' 4 5 Feb. ' 4 4 : J ' r . ' 4 o Fob. '44 Jan . '^51 Feb. '44 

to to to tc i t 0 to to i to 
Feb . '45 F=b. '45 Feb . ' ^5 Feb. '/-5 | F : b . ' 4 3 Fob. '15 F .b . ' . :5 |Fcb. '45 

Br:ot:.n - 6 -11 -10 ! - i c - 2 -11 ! - i i 
•Mow V'-rk - 6 . -10 - A 0 - 8 t - 8 
Philodel phi a - 0 + 2. - + i - 7 •- 3 - 8 1 0 
C] 07,. ] rd - - 1 - 0 + ; : - k 0 - - ! + 5 
PichPiOiv; - 6 + - 3 + % - 9 - 5 ! * 8 
Atlart-- 0 + 1J + 1 413 - 6 + n - J i +?r-Coin' go + 6 - r - 3 + 8 - 0 ! - 6 

_ i'it. Lou L.; - r: +!"• - - •- 4 -11 * 8 -13 i 0 
Mi nr.':':pol>s 0 + '! + "I - 0 + - r + 9 
Kanov-.s CVy - i ' + ? + 1 . - -15 - + 8 + P1 - 2 
Dop - r> + V +25 - f, + 7 1 j 
."an :"rorcirc : - L • -15 + 7 -13 - Z 

U. C. T . t o l + 1 - 3 - 1 - 1 0 + 5 - 8 + 1 

Number of :;t. reo 763 • 783 314 31' ' 8 3 783 314 
Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis




