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RLT/IL FURNITURE REPORT F05? OCTOBER 1944 

Re ta i l f u r n i t u r e s tore sa les in October shewed about the usual 
la rge seas nc.l r i s e from September, and wore 12 per cent g rea te r thon 
those .in the corresponding peri c:d l a s t year# Cash ?nd instalment so les showed 
the customary subs tan t ia l increases f r c n 'the .preceding tionth- end were in '.consider-
ably l a rge r volume than in October 1943. Charge-account sa les r~sc seven oer 
cent in September, but were s'lr-evvhat below those of c year ago. 

. Inventor ies re ta ined near t i c level of : t he r recent ' n in ths and were • 
seven per cent below thone held by r e t a i l e r s a year e a r l i e r . At the end o f . t h e 
month they or.ounted to o.:..rcxiir.ctely_a three and one-half months' suv .ly a t tne 
-iresent ro te of s a l e , as compared with sl i .chtly i.rre than a four rvnthe*" supoly 
at t'-ie end - f October 1943. 

Instalment accounts outstanding a t the end of October increased s l i g h t l y 
from the level of t>«i preceding mouth, hut we're in sr«aller.. volume then a t the -
end -.f the corresponding month a year ago. The r a t i o of co l l ec t ions during 
October to ir.st.r>lr.:ent accounts receivable on the f i r s t of tho month was 26 -oer 
cer.t, four points above the October 1940 r a t i o . These accounts are now col lec ted 
in a l i t t l e nore thee s ix and one-half months, trie shor tes t co l l ec t ion .period' 
since these s t a t i s t i c s have oeen ccrr.piled. I n October 1943 the average co l l ec t ion 
oeriocl f o r installment, accounts was avproxiirtately e ight months.. 

Furni ture Store S t a t i s t i c s f o r October 191.-

Percentage change from: 
October 1943 

to 
October 1944 

September 1944 
to 

Octofcor 1944' 

Net 3-1 on 
7 - t i l +1: . ' +14 
•Cash s- ' les +17 +16 
Credit sa les : Inst- ' lnent . -13 + 16 -

Ch'-rgo account - 6 + 7-
Accounts receivable , < t end of month 

T-tf i l -11 + 3 
Installment ^ x- ' - i 3 ; +• .4 

Col lect ions lur ing month 
Total 0 + 8 
1nstalment - 2 +10 

Inventor ies , end of K'^nth, a t r e t a i l value - ? + 1 
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Sa les and ' Inventor ies 

Percent*, so change 

Federal Reserve. T e t t l net s a l e s Cash s a l e s Credi t s a l e s end of i.i :n th ^ 
D i s t r i c t Oct.*43 Sent .14 O c t . ' 4 3 Sept .*44 Oct.*43 Se px .*44 Oct. *43 Se t;t.*44 

to t o t o t o t o t o t o t o 
Oct.*44 O c t . ' 4 4 Oct.*44 Oct.*44 Oct.*44 Oct.*44 Oct. '44 Oct.*44 

?- st'-n - 2 + 2 +14 + 9 - 5 0 -16 - 1 
Ne?/ York + 1 +24 + S +23 - 2 +24 + 1 
Phi lade lph ia +12 +19 +12 ' +21 +12 +19 + 4 + 3 
Clevel -.nd +?1 +16 +26 +•<1 +21 +16 -14 +' 3 
Kichr.ond +15 +13 +11 +?.l +18 - 7 + 3 
At lanta +36 +23 - +37 +24 +41 +2 c + 3 - 5 
Chic-go +18 + 9 +23 + 15 + 10 -11 + 4 
St.. L^uts +20 +17 +25 +27 +18 +16 - P - 3 

.a ;>olis > 6 + 6 . + 3 + 4 + 7 + 7 -13 - 2 
K'.nry.s Ci ty +10 + a +23 + 14 + 6 + 7 - 7 •+ 2 
Dallas +11 +10 +19 +11 +10 + 9 * 1 + 1 
3sr. Francisco + 6 + 3 +14 +11 + 1 +10 -16. - 1 

r . o . T-t-,1 +12 + 14 +17 + 15 +10 +15 - 7 + 1 

Kimber '-if s t o r e s 305 # 5 1 728 728 728 71.8 620 j 620 

1/ At " c t e i l 'value 

Accounts Receivable and Co l l ec t ions 

Percentage charge 1 1 s r ece ivab l e , end of nc nth Co l l ec t ions ( lu r ing month 
Federa l Reserve To fc&l I n s t a: Litent. T c tz.l Inc ta! 

D i s t r i c t Oct.*43 Sect .*44 Oct.* ^3 Sep t .* '4 Oct .*43 Se ;,t .*44 Oct.*43 Sept .*44 
t o to to to t o t o t o - t o 

Oct.*44 Oct. * 4 4 Oct.*44 Oct. * 4 4 Oct .*44 Oct.*44 Oct . '44 Oct.*44 

5 - s t - n 7 - 3. - 1 9 . 0 - ' 3 + i r . - 5 + 1 1 
N=*v.' v ' . r k -18 + 4 - 2 0 + 3 + 1 1 - 6 + 1 1 
r > Ml-de lph i 0 - 0 + 4 - 6 *• 4 - I + 1 1 - 1 + 1 0 
Olov-jl t:PA - e + 2 - 6 + 4 . j- + 7 + r- + 1 4 

- i + 4 - 4 + 5' + " - 6 + 1 - 1 2 
Atlanta - 5 + 3 - 1 + f. * r. + G + 7 + 1 1 
C v ' i c ^n . - 1 0 + ? - 1 2 0 >- 5 + 6 
S t . Lcuir + 6 - 6 + 4 + <'r * f -. 0 + 1 0 
?'inr.o' ->•->}!s - 1 1 + -i * 4 + I + 8 
K^c- . s Ci ty i- 1 - 2 0 o ! - 1 5 + 1 3 

Del l -3 + .5 + 4 . + 3 + 8 
3"^. F - m r l s c o -14 0 - 2 4 + 2 + 3 - 7 1 + 6 

" t ' 1 + 3 i - 1 3 + ^ 0 » 8 i - 1 0 

!:u"v ^ of s to ren | H- , j 6 3 0 | 
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J24 j Sf50 | , ~ i 

Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis




