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RETAIL FURNITURE REPORT FOR MAY 1944 

R e t a i l f u r n i t u r e s a l e s i n May shotted more t h a n t h e usua l s ea sona l 
expans ion from A p r i l , rnd were 4 p e r cen t above t h e l e v e l o f a yea r ago . A l l 
t y p e s of s a l e s showed s u b s t a n t i a l i n c r e a s e s from tl ie p r eced ing month. Cash 
s a l e s were i n c o n s i d e r a b l y l a r g e r volume t h a n i n May 1343, whi l e i n s t a l m e n t 
s a l e s con t inued s l i g h t l y below t h e yanr -ago l e v e l . 

I n v e n t o r i e s showed a small dec rea se from t h e p r e v i o u s month, and 
were 18 pe r ccnt below those of May 1943. Oh May 33 tti.6 yea r t h e y amounted 
t o about a t h r e e and o n e - h a l f months* supply a t t h e c u r r e n t r e l a t i v e l y h igh 
r a t e of s a l e , compared wi th approximate ly f o u r and one -na i f months ' supply 
a t t h e end of May 1943. 

I n s t a l m e n t accoun t s r e c e i v a b l e r o s e s l i g h t l y front t h e l e v e l of. t h e 
p reced ing month but were i n c o n s i d e r a b l y s m a l l e r volume t h a n a t t h e end of 
t h e co r r e spond ing month a y e a r ago . The r a t i o of c o l l e c t i o n s d u r i n g &ay to ' ' 
i n s t a l m e n t accoun t s o u t s t a n d i n g on t h e f i r s t of t h e month was 25 -per c e n t , 
t h r e e p o i n t s above t h a t f o r May 1343.. These accoun t s a r e now c o l l e c t e d i n 
approx imate ly seven months, t he s h o r t e s t pe r iod of t ime recorded s i n c e t h e s e 
s t a t i s t i c s nave been compi led. A y e a r ago t h e average c o l l e c t i o n pe r iod f o r 
i n s t a l m e n t accoun t s was s l i g h t l y over e i g h t months . 

-Furn i tu re S t o r e S t a t i s t i c s f o r May 1944 

Pe rcen tage chance f r o u : 
May 1943. Apr . 1944 

t o t o 
May 1944 . , May. 1944 

Net s a l e s V 
T o t a l + 4 •17 
Cash s a l e s +18 + 17 
C r e d i t s a l e s : I n s t a l m e n t - 2 •17 

Charge account '• 4 •18 
Accounts r e c e i v a b l e , a t end of month 

T o t a l - 2 3 ' - 5 
I n s t a l m e n t - 2 3 • 1-

C o l l e c t i o n s du r ing month 
T o t a l - 1 3 • "9 
I n s t a l m e n t -14 + 8 

I n v e n t o r i e s , end of n c n t h , a t r e t a i l va lue - 1 8 - 1 
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RETAIL FURNITURE STORES - MAY 1944 

S a l e s snd I n v e n t o r i e s 

Inven to r i e s 
T o t a l n e t s a l e s Cash s a l e s C r e d i t s a l e s end of month Jv 

F e d e r a l Reserve P e r c e n t a g e Pe rcen t age Pe rcen t age P e r c e n t a g e 
D i s t r i c t chang 3 f rom: chan# f rom: change from: chang from: 

May Apr . May Apr. May Apr . May Apr . 
1943 1944 1943 1944 1943 1944 1943 1944 

Boston + 7 +23 +20 +30. + 4 +21 -16 - 4 
New York + 1 +18 +17 ^ +26 - 3 +16 - 1 4 - 3 
P h i l a d e l p h i a + 7 +19 +25 +23 + 5 +20 - 1 4 + 1 
Cleveland + 5 +28 +10 +26 + 3 +31 -27 - 3 
Richmond 0 +17 + 2 +11 - 3 +17 -20 + 2 
A t l a n t a + 3 +15 +14 +11 + 4 +17 -39 - 9 
Chicago + 4 +20 +13 +1? - 2 +20 - 1 1 - 5 
S t . Lou i s + 4 +18 +10 +12 0 +18 - 2 2 - 2 
Minneapol i s + 3 +13 +26 +10 - 2 +15 -22 - 0 
Kansas C i t y • - 3 +16 +17 +13 -10 +18 -20 0 
D a l l a s + 3 + 7 +26 +11 - 2 + 5 -17 - 1 
San F r a n c i s c o + 6 +14 +27 +15 - I +15 - 1 2 + 3 

U. S . T o t a l + 4 +17 +18 +17 0 * +18 - 1 8 - 1 

Number of s t o r e s 950 950 760 760 760 760 670 670 

1 / At r e t a i l v a l u e . 

Accounts Rece ivab le nnd C o l l e c t i o n s 

Accounts rece iva l b i s . end of month C o l l e c t i o n s du r ing month 
T o t a l I n s t a l m e n t T o t a l I n s t a l m e n t 

F e d e r a l Reserve Pe rcen tage P e r c e n t a g e Pe rcen t age Pe rcen t age 
D i s t r i c t change f rom: change f rom: change from: change f rom: 

May Apr . May Apr. May Apr. May Apr . 
1943 1944 1943 1944 1943 1944 1943 1944 

Boston -19 0 -16 + 2 - 1 ' ' + 7 * - 7 + 8 
New York - 2 3 0 -25 - 1 - 1 5 + 9 -17 + 8 
P h i l a d e l p h i a -21 + 3 - 2 1 + 3 - 1 1 + 9 -12 + 9 
Cleveland - 2 1 + 7 - 1 4 + 8 -16 +11 - 1 1 +11 
Richmond - 1 8 + 3 - 1 8 + 2 -16 » 7 -17 . + 9 
A t l a n t a -19 + 2 -17 + 3 - 1 1 + 6 - 7 + 5 
Chicago -20 + 6 -19 + 5 - 9 +10 -12 +11 
S t . Lou i s -22 + 3 - 2 4 + 3 - 1 1 +12 -14 +10 
Minneapo l i s -26 + 2 - 2 3 + 3 - 1 4 + 8 • - 1 1 + 9 
Kansas C i t y -27 + 6 - 4 6 + 4 -16 + 3 - 3 5 + 7 
D a l l a s -20 0 -22 + 3 - 8 + 8 - 1 1 + 7 
S%n F r a n c i s c o -30 + 1 - 3 8 + 1 -14 + 7 - 2 3 f 7 

U. S. T o t a l - 2 3 + 3 - 2 3 + 1 - 1 3 + 9 -14 + 8 

Number of s t o r e s 873 879 331 331 879 879 331 331 
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