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Rot.:-11 furniture store sales in January were 42 per cent below , 
December, about tie usr.nl sharp seasonal decline, and they were two per cent 
below the year-ago levol. Both cash an<? credit sales were less in 'January - than, 
in December, but cr-sh s: les continued in considerably larger volume than a year 
ago. Instalment s-»2 38 wore 10 per cent below those in .January 1943, but. charge-
account sales showed little chvnso from the corr3spending h.cnth last year. 

Inventories were built up slightly for the first tine since last 
March but continued about one-fifth below those of a year ago. At the er.d of 

January they amount er' to about five and one-half months' supply at the. current 
low rate of sale, compared with slightly less ti.r-n a seven rncn-tb^' supply at 
the end of the corresponding month a year ago. 

Instalment accounts receivable showed about the usual seasonal decline 
from, the December level and wore considerably smaller than at the end of January 
1943. The ratio of collections during January to instalment accounts outstanding 

on the first of the month was 20 per cent, t'iree points above<that for,January 
of the preceding year. These accounts are now collected in- about nine months, 
compare-i with an avers jo cqllecticn period of about ton and one-half months a 
year ago. 

-- - Furniture Store Statistics for January 1944 

Percentage ' chu a^e from: 
Jan. 1943 to 

Jan. 1944 

Dec. 1943 to. 
Jan. 1944 

Net sales 
Total - 2- ' -42 

Cash sales +17 - -46 

Credit sales: Instalment -10 " -43 

Charge account • + 1 -35 

Accounts receivable, at end of month 
Total -29 - 9 

Instalment -30 - 9 

Collections during month 
Total -15 - 3 

Instalment -18 - 6 

Inventories, end of month, at retail value -21 t: 1 
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RETAIL FURNITURE ST0R2S - JANUARY 1944 

Sales and Inventories 

1 " • Invcnto ries, 
Total net sales Cash sales Credit sales oni of month 1/ 

Percentage Percentage Percentage Percentage 
Federal Reserve 

1 I change from: fr:n: cha n?e fror;: 
District Jan. Dec. Jan. Dec. j.-n. Dec. Dec. 

1943 1943 13:3 1943 1343 1943 1943 1943 

Boston + 4 -25 +10 -54 + 4 -31 -16 + 4 

Hew York -12 -55 0 -48 -15 -57 . -26 + 9 

Philadelphia 0 -45 + 9 -52 - 1 -42 -i 2 
.Cleveland - 4 -40 >12 -55 - 4 -33 - 1 
Richmond . + 4 -40 +13 -47 - 4 . -5u -21 
Atlanta - 5 -39 -44 - 4 -30 -45 + 2 
Chicago + 4 -43 +13 -45 -29 -10 0 
St. Louis -14 -48 + 1 -51 - 8 -38 -24 0 i 
Minneapolis + 1 -39 -48 - 5 - 9 
Kansas City + 6 ! -36 +36 -38 -34 - n - 2 ; 
Br-lias- - 7 -40 + 8 -15 - 40 -17 - 4 
San Francisco 0 f-29 -40 - 9 - u 

U. S. Total - 2 -42 + 1? -4o - 6 . -39 -21 + 1 > 

Number of stores 815 015 C25 625 625 525 

1/ At retell v.\tlue. 

Accounts Receivable ar.d Collections 

Accounts receiva 01.--, end i of month Co": lections '< 1urine month i 
Total lr^ent Total Inst 2: Izent * 

Federal Reserve Percentage Percentage Percentage Percentage \ 
District change from: change fron: change from: 

" ' ' Jan. Dec,- - .539- , Jan. Dec. J an. Dec. i 
1943 1942 1343 1943 1943 ' "1943 1943 1943 = 

Boston , -13 - - 6 -20 - r,7_ . - 9 

;l 

- 6 
Now York -28 -11 -29 -10 - 7 -19 - e v 
Philadelnhja 8 -52 - 7 -17 -17 - 8 • 
Clcvelmd - 3 -29 -21 0 -21 
Richmond -30 - 8 -29 - 7 -20 - 2 rSO 
Atlanta. -24 -16 - r, - 3 4 + 1 
Chicago -f<i - 8 -29 - 8 - 9 - 8 -22 -10 
St. Louis -29 -10 -34 - 9 -19 - 4 -22 - 7 
Minneapolis [ -32 -11 -25 - 0 - 9 + 2 -10 
Ka.isas City -12 -67 -10 -44 + 12 . 

-28 ! - 9 -36 -10 -11 - 2 -18 0 
3an F.-ancisco -38 -11 -44 -10 . -IS - 9 

U . S. Total -29 - 9 ' -30 - 9 -15 -18 - 6 

Number of stores 729 729 261 261 729 729 
1 
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