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RETAIL FURNITURE REPORT FOR AUGUST I9L3" *: ' - . .

it

Retail furniture store sales in Augus.. showed: less than the usual seasonal
rise from the preceding month, owing in large part to the curtailment in sales pro-
motional activities which ord:lnaruy occur at this time of the year, Total sales
were l; per cent above the yenr-ago level, as compared with an'average increase of
around 20 per cent for the preceding qua.rter. Although substantial-inereases fram
July to August are customury for sales of all types, charge-account sales declined
slizhtly while eash and instalment sales showed only small increases, The praportion .
of the three types of transactions to total sales remained unchanged from the pre=-
ceding month, Cash salcs comprised a slightly larger percentage of the total than
in August 19l42 and instalment sales a correspondingly ‘smaller percentage thun a
ysar ago,

O

Inventories at the cnd of August amounted ‘to slightly less than five
monthe' supply at the aurrent rate of salo as compured vi th about six and one-half-
months' supply at the end of August 1942,

Instalment accounts outstanding showed a spall decrease from July, when a
slight seasonal risc is usual, The ratio of collections during August to instalment
accounts receivable on the first »f the month remained unchanged from the July level
of 22 per cent but was six points above that for:August of the preceding year,

These accounts are now collected on the average in sbout eight months, cdnpured
-vdth an average collection period of about twelve months a year age,

Furniture Store Statistics for August 1943
: ’

- I Percentage change from
' Aug, 1912 to July 1943 to
Aug, 193 Aug, 19L3
Net sales . . . : .
Total +h +2
Cash scles - +20 +3
Credit sales: Instalment . e 1 +5
' Charge aceount + 3 -3
Accounts receivable, at cnd of month .
Total ’ -36 -3
Instalment %6 -2 .
Collections during month
Total -13 -5
Instalment =17 -1
Inventories, end of month, ot roteil value - -23 “.1
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Sales and Inventories

Total net sales | Cash sales | Credit sales | Inventories
end of month 1

Federal Rescrve - Percentage Psrcentage Percentage Percentage

District change from change from change from | change from

) Aug, July | Aug, | July | Aug, | July | aug.'| July
1912 1943 w2 | o3 | 19k2 1943 1942 | 1943
Boston 10 +10 -5 + 8 -10 +12 -22 0
Yew York ) +7 +7 ] +2] +L) +9 +7 -32 0
Philadelohia -5 |- +6 #11 | + 4| -4 + 7 -8 0
Cleveland +2 | -2 +12 | -3 | +1 -2 27 +L
Richrond -Lsf +8 +1l + 1 +2 +10 -18 0
itlanta +12 +7 +29 +1171 +11 + 8 -12 -8
Chicago +1 -1 +2l, [¢] -2 -1 -1 1
St, Iouis +14 +1 +26 0 +10 +5 -28 [¢]
Minneapolis +10 + 6 +30 + & +7 +9 =16 +3
© Kansas City X +17 - L +55 + 2 +9 -6 -1 + 1
Dallas +20 +5 +37 +13 +1L + 4 -21 -1
San Francisco -2 - L +26 +3 -9 -6 =27 -1
7, S, Total + L +2 +20 +3 +2 |+ 3 -23 -1
Fumber of stores 927 27 -730 730 730 730 612 612

_}/ at retail value,

_/ The reported increase in cashand credit sules is not inconsistent with the report.

~ ed decline in to'{l/net salcs since the latter includes some additional stores
which had speeial sales in August 1912,

Accounts Receivable and Collections

Accounts_receivable, end of month Collections d iring month

. . Total Instalment Total Instalment

Federal Reserve Pzrcentage Percentage Percentuge Psrcerntage
District change from changc from | change from change from
Aug, July Aug, | Jduly | aug, July hag, | July
9l 1943 w2 | 1943 192 1943 1942 | 19L3
Boston -30 -1 =31 0 -18 ~5 =21 -10
New York . =3L -3 =361 -3 -12 0 -18 | -2
Philadslphia -3 =37 -3 -13 -6 -18 -5
Clevelard -3 -39 -Lf| -17 =8 -17 ) -8
Richmond -1 -39 [¢] -18 -3 -21 -5
Atlante 0 =31 + 1 N -3 -15 -2
Chicagn -2 -37 - L -13° -7 =20 - L
St, Louis - g -Lo - ﬁ -1 -5 =17 -7
Minneapolis - =30 -~ -1 [o} [¢] + 1

Kansas City -5 _1/ + 6 -9 y }/
Dallas ... -2 E -] -5 =L} T-i1|T-6
San Francisco =5 -]y - L <11 - 4 -13} -5
Te S, Total -3 -36 -2 -13 -5 -17 -L
... Number of stores 8L1 312 342 8L1 8L1 3),2 312

Dlgltlzemrfm avoid disclosure of operntions of individual establishments,
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