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" ' R E T A I L FURNITURE REPORT FOR MAY 1943 " . 

.L. ' - . ' — Reta i l , f u r n i t u r e s to re .sales. In May increased 4 per cent from "Apr t l 
and 13 per cent from the corresponding month . las t year r e f l e c t i n g some expan-

- siori ^in a l l types of t r a n s a c t i o n . Casti sa les continued s u b s t a n t i a l l y above 
* the year-ago l e v e l . Credit s a l e s , which declined from Apri l t o May l a s t year , 
* rose s l i g h t l y over the corresponding period.of 1943. For the f i r s t titae in 
*• the past year instalment sa les shqwed increases over both a year ago and a 

month ago. Cash sa les accounted fo r 18 per 'cent of the t o t a l in May 1943 as 
* compared with 14 per cent in the corresponding month, l a s t yea r . Over the 
- year-period instalment sa les declined in importance in the totr . l rnd charge-
- account sales, remained abdut the same. - . " 

•' * inventor ies declined Somewhat during May and t y the end of the 
- month Were 17 per cent below those on May 31*, 1942. They .now amount t o 

about four and one-half months *' supply a t .the current r a t e of sa les as com-
pared with about s ix months1 supply c yenr' ago. . . 

Instalment accounts receivable declined s l i g h t l y in May and a t " . 
the end of the month were 40 per cent beloVr those fo r the corresponding date 
l a s t ye.ar. Collect ions on instalment aeeowats-increased 4* per cent over the 
preceding month but were 9 per cent below those fo r May 1942. The•ra t io \of . ; 
co l l ec t ions during the month to instalment accounts receivable on the f i r s t 
of the month was 22 per cent for May 1943, compared with 20 per cent in Apri l 
and 13 per cent in May l a s t y e a r . 

Furni ture Stpre S t a t i s t i c s f o r May 1343 

Percentage c ihange from 
May 1942 t o Apri l 1943 t o 
May 1943 May 1943 

.Net sa les 
Total +13 +4 
Cash sa les • , . - • +42 • 8 / 
Credit sales* Instalment . + 8 +1 * 

Change account +16 +2 
Accounts r ece ivab le , a t end of month : 

Total - -40 -2 
j Instalment . - • , - 4 0 * " -4' 
Col lec t ions during month- * < '• 
> • Total • .. — - 7 •H.. 
* i ilnstalmont '• ' * L ' 1 - 9 
"Inventories, end of month, a t r e t a i l value " -17 - 5 
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Sales end Inventor ies 

Total net sa les Cash Credi t sa les Inventories 
end of n o n t h l / 

Federal Reserve 
D i s t r i c t 

Percentage 
change f r o n 

percentage 
change f r o n 

Percentage 
chance f r o n 

percentage 
change f r o n 

'ay 
1942 

April 
1943 

::ay 
1942 

April 
1943 

Hay 
1942 

Apri l 
1943 

;&y 
1942 

April 
1943 

Boston 
Ticsv. York 
Philadelphia 
Cleveland 
Rich-igAd 
Atlanta 
Chicago 
S t , Louis 
Minneapolis 
Kansas Ci ty 
Dallas 
Sen Frencisco 

+ 7 
+ 3 
+ 2 
+ 7 
+ 21 
+ 19 
+ 11 
+ 20 
+ 18 
+ 35 
• 39 
• 14 ' 

+ 13 
+ 2 
• 5 
+ 7 
+ 12 
+ 9 
+ 8 
+ 5 
- 3 
• 6 
+ . 1 
- 4 

+ 18 
+ 18 
+ 21 
+ 36 
+ 49 
+ 36 
* 35 
+ 62 
• 39 
+119 
+ 65 
+ 60 

+ 33 
+ 10 
+ 8 
+ 15 
+ 16 
+ 7 
+ 8 
+• 2 
- 4 . 
+ 8 . 

0 
:+ 3 

+ 5 
+ 1 
• 1 
+ 4 

. + 25 
+ 14 
+ 7 
+ 26 
+ 13 
+ 22 

+ 9 
0 

+ 5 
* 6 
+ 16 
+ 10 « 
+ 5 
+ 5 
- 4 ;: 
- 7 

- 13 
- 23 
- 7 
- 19 
- 18 
- 1 
* 11 
- 14 
- 23 
- 13 
- 21 
- 25 

• 3 
• 8 
- 3 
- 10 
- 4 
- 7 
- 3 
- 7 
- 5 
- 2 
- 2 

0 

U. S . Total + 13 + 4 + 42 + 8 + 10 + 3 - 17 - 5 

Euniber of s to re s 971 971 760 760 ' 760 760 642 642 

. . 1 / At r e t a i l value 

Accounts Receivable end Collect ions 

Accounts receivable, end-.of month . Col lect ions during month 
. , Total Inr.tc lnent Total„ Instalment 

-Federal Reserve ; PcrcentEje - • Percentage - Percentage Percentage 
. D i s t r i c t chance from channe from chanrx c from "change from . D i s t r i c t 

•ay Apri l I ay Apri l r a y p r i l r a y Apri l 
1942 • 1943 1942... 1943 1942 1943 1942 1943 

Boston - 35 - 1 , • 35 - 4 - 5 + 4 - 15 + 5 
Hew York - 39 : - 3 - 40 - 3 - 8 + 1 - 11 + 3 
Phi ladelphia - 40 i - 2 - 38 - 2 - 11 + 7 - 8 + 6 
Cleveland - 44 ! - 1 - 40 0 7 + 11 • 8 • 6 
Richmond • 43 ! - 7 - 44 - 14 - 11 + 7 - 10 • 7 
Atlanta - 40 ! - 2 - 33 - 2 11 + 6 - 16 + 5 
Chicago — 38 0 - 44 0 - 6 + 7 - 12 + 1 
S t . Louis - 40 - 1 - 44 - 4 - 22 . t 8 . - 10 + 5 
."inneapolis - 40 + 2 • 42 0 • 6. + 1 9 + 2 
Kansas C i ty 38 + 2 - 50 - 3 + 8 - .1 + 2 + 1 
Dallas "• 36 - 3 - 35 • 3 + 6 + 3 + 9 + 7 
San Francisco - 42 ; - 6 - 41 5 - 4 0 - 2 - 2 

U. S . Total - 40 - 2 • . 4 0 • 4 - . 7 + 4 - 9 + 4 
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