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RETAIL FURNITURE REPORT FOR JANUARY 1943

Retail furniture store sales in Janua.ry showed more than the
usual seasonal decline from December, reflecting substantial decreases
in all types of transactions, and were § pér cent smaller than in
January 1942. Cash sales in January continued in much larger volume
than a year ago, while instalment sales and charge account sales were
considerably below the year azo levels., In January 1943 instalment sales
accounted fcr 65 per cent of the total as compared with 70 per cent -in
January 1942, During this period cash sales have become an increasingly
important part of the total, .

Inventories declined slightly-in January but were 4 per cent
above those at the end of January a year ago. Inventories now amount
to seven and one-half months' sunply at the current low rste of sale as
compared with six months? supaly in January 1942,

’ Instalment accounts receivable declined 8 per cent in January
and at the end of the month were 37 per cent below those for the corre-
sponding date last year. Collections on instalment accounts. showed
decreases of 9 per cent and 6 per cent from a month ago and a year ago,’
respectively. The ratio of collections in Jaruary to instalment accounts
receivable on the first of the month was 17 per cent, compared with 18
per ‘cent in Decemter and 12 per cent in January 1542,

Furniture Store Statistics for January 1943

Percentage change from
January 1942 to | December 1942 to
January 1943 January 1943
Net sales : :
Total -8 . -45
Cash sales +35 - -5¢
Credit sales: Instalment : -15 ’ -46
Charge account - : -11 -42
Accounts receivable, at end of month
Total . =37 - -9
Instalment <37 . -8
Collections during month
Total - -5 -6
Instalment -6 -9
Inventories, end of month, at retail
value +4 -2
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RCTAIL FURNITURE STORES - SAWGARY 1943 o

Sales and mventories

Inventories
Total net salos] L
Federal Reserve Percentage’ Percentage | Percentage | Percentage
District __change from |-_chang;
Jan, | Dece | dJan, |Dece Janes| Dec. Jane| Dece
1942 |.1942. 1942 |1942 | 1942] 1942 | 1942] 1942
_Boston 21 | .-45 +11 |60 | =25 | ~42 +11 -1
New York ~20. 56 -1 |-63 «23 =57 +1 [¢]
™ Philadelphia ~20 57 +21 |-60 | ~21 | -51 +9 -8
Cleveland ~17 -41 | 42 [-61 | -21 | =35 +7 -3 -
Richmord -7 -46 435 |=50 | =12 |[-~45 | -1 0’
_ Atlanta +1 -43 48 |51 -7 -43 + 17 -1
Chicaro -5 48 . | 433 (<53 | <13 | =41 414 -1
Ste Louis . - +8 42 | 455 |-48 | +4 | g2 | +1 +38
Yinneapolis . -4 41 433 (56" | -10 | =35 +1 -4
B Xansas City + 6 36 485 (=37 | <6 | =36 | +7 6
Dallas +7 -38 +623 [«43 | -2 | 37 | -8 4
San Francisco -8 =38 +45 |-51 -15 | =38 +1 1
. e
Us So Total . -8 =45 | +35 [-54. | ~15 | ~43 | + 4 -2
Fumber of .stores 905 905 683 |683 | 683 .| 683 | 624 624

1/ At rotail value, -

Aocounts. Receivable and Collections

- LIS ead ob - 1 " ;
e Jotal Instalment Total __ __ {Instalment

Federal Reserve X Percentage Percentage Percentage |Parcentage

Distrigt © |zz-chenge from .} . change from chenge from |change from
Jan. |[Dece * Jans | Dec. Jane ; Dec. |Jar. IDece

- 1942 1942 1942 | 1942 1942 | 1942 [1942 1942
Boston . =29 |=8 =32 -1 fe11 -8 =7 |-9
Tew York - i -6 |= 9 -36 | -9 A1 | -7 J-9 [-9
Philadelphia =37 |- 9 -34 -8 -8 -9 [-3 |=-86
Cleveland - =40 =9 =35 -7 -9 ~2 1=2 |=4
Richmond - -40 |- 8. 38 | -6 =7 | -8 |-10 |-18
Atlanta -28 (-8 -38 -8 -6 =10 }=12 [-13
Chicago . <5 [=-9 37 -9 -5 1l {=5 |=-8
St. Louis - -36 |- 8 =37 --€ -1 -3 -8
Minneapolis | =36 (-8 ~40 =10 - -6 -7 -8 .1=9
Kansas City -34 |-12 Y]y a6 | +5 | Y Y
Dallas o] -38 |- 7 =36 -7 +3 -5 |+7 |-3
San Francisco .38 =10 - =40 | --12 +3 -4 {+7 |-2
Us So Total =37 |- 9 <37 -8 -5 -6 |-6 |-9
HNumber o; stores 827 |827 364 364 827 827 |364 |364
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