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RETAIL PURHITOHE REPORT FOR MAY 1942 

Furniture store sales In May 1942 se re 18 per cent "below the cor -
responding month l a s t year , r e f l e c t i ng a marked decline in Instalment ' -
purchases, if hi oh make up about three-fourths of t o t a l s a l e s . Cash s a l e s , 
representing a much larger 'proport ion of t o t a l sa les now than' a year ago, 
increased 26 per cen t . Credit sa les other than instalment showed l i t t l e 
change. Inventories increased considerably over the year period and at the 
end of May exceeded a s ix months* supply a t the May re.tie of sa les as com-
pared with a four months' supply a year ago* 

Accounts receivable a t the end of May were subs tan t i a l ly below 
those reported in 1941, while col lect ions during the month were 17 per cent 
higher than a year ago. 
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Boston -22 +27 * e" " * • . 

Mew York -23 +19 -31 # -12 + 9 466 
Philadelphia -20 +19 -23 * -10 +18 447 
Cleveland -24 +21 -23 • . - t o +18 463 
Richmond -30 +12 -41 • - -17 +23 468 
Atlanta -33 . +45 -38 -16 +10 *52 
Chicago - 6 • * -12 +11 442 
S t , Louis - 9 +25 # * -21 *20 440 
Minneapolis -13 # • - $ - 6 434 e 
Kansas City -10 463 m # -10 424 445 
Dallas -26 +49 -82 -14 +16 462 
San Francisco - 8 483 -21 * . —5 485 443 

U«S* t o t a l -18 +26 -29 - 2 -12 *17 +48 
Mvnber of store: 
report ing 552 422 292 292 524 824 372 

• Set shown separately due to inadequate coverage and other uncertainties in 
the reported f igures , but Included in Uhlted States t o t a l s , 

. ' 0. 
Mote# This i s the f i r s t of the System's reports on re ta i l furniture store 

data. the figures shown are preliminary and subject; to revision, 
A similar report w i l l be issued each month hereafter. 
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"Reta i l Furni ture Report", June 1942 missing. Not ava i l ab le f o r 
f i lming . 
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