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BOARD OF GCVEFKGRS CF THE FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM 

For inacediate r e l e a s e , Wednesday, Apri l 15, 1959 

BUSINESS INDEXES 

April 15, 1559 

1947-^9 average = ICO 
S eaecnally ad jus ted unadjusted 

1947-^9 average = ICO 1959 1956 1959 1 195% 1947-^9 average = ICO 
j: Mar. ! Feb. 1 Jan. Mar. pKar. 1 Feb. ! Jan. 1 Mar. 

I n d u s t r i a l product ion, t o t a l 
! -

147 1^5 143 126 149 147 142 129 

Manufactures 150 148 1+5 129 153 149 144 131 
Durable 160 156 153 135 156 159 154 :39 
Nondurable 1U0 139 137 124 142 140 135 12s 

Minerals 123 123 124 112 121 123 123 . 111 

Consuir.er durable goods, t o t a l 136 133 13" 104 146 •140 136 111 
Major consumer durables 143 139 lUl 103 158 1^1 • 146 114 

Autos 142 130 139 92 163 149 154 1C6 
Other consumer durables 120 ' 119 118 . 1C8 117 117 115 . 105 

U t i l i t y cut jut. , t c t a l j e263 p2*l p25" 239 
E l e c t r i c i t y ,e%6L T?.6I 25" 234 — — w 

9 

Gas . j n . a . r259 p256 240 
6* 1 

K:nagr :cul tura l e&p., t o t a l j 117.L 116.9 118.7 114.P' 116.2 115.0 115.0 l l l . f 
Sflanufa?turir.g fprod. workers > i • 

Enj. loyzrent, t o t a l j 96.0 97.0 9 ^ 5 93.5 97.7 9t.fi 95-3 
Durable j 103.3 101.6 101.2 97.1 103.4 102.0 101.0 
nondurable j 91.d 91.3 9 - / l 89.4 90.9 90.3 89.0 ae .5 

Payrol ls - - - - 163.6 160.6 158.2 1 -^ .6 
r re ight carload!egs 65 64 84 7^ j 80 77 76 71 

Fepfirtcent s to re s a l e s , val-^e|el4l pj.39 138 J.31 |el27 plC6 106 
l epa r t sen t s to re s tocks ,ve l^e j n . a . pl50 15-" 142 j n . e . pl^3 136 

l l f 

I 
^cns i ruc t icn con t rac t s , value 

1956-57 average = ICO 

Without seasonal adjustment ^cns i ruc t icn con t rac t s , value 
1956-57 average = ICO 1959 1 1958 ^cns i ruc t icn con t rac t s , value 
1956-57 average = ICO Feb. I Jan. 1 Feb. | u an • 

Total «7 67 
? — 

74 "8 
Res ident ia l 99 95 67 72 
All otner 7r 82 1 78 ^2 

Note: Construction contract Indexes bused on F. W. Dodge data fo r 48 s ta tee . -

e—Estimated ,p - -P re l i Binary n . a . - -Nr t ava i l ab le 
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IrJDl'SfRIAL PP.0DVC1W.J 
(19b7-b9 avorcca = ICO) 

. 1 9 # 1956 ( ~" l9& 1938 
Piter. , ! Feb 1 Jan. Liar, , ipMar, »1 Feb.I Jan. Mar, 

DUPABLE MANUFACTURES : 
1 

Primary metals U 1 6 138 125 91 15b Ib3 127 95 
Metal f a b r i c a t i n g - 170 168 166 150 17b 172 168 15b 

Fabricated metal products 1 lbO 136 136 122 lbO 136 135 122 
Machinery | 159 153 15b I b l l6h 16? 156 lb6 

Nonelectr ical 1 l u l 138 132 126 lb7 Ib2 13b 131 
E l e c t r i c a l ! 192 199 199 170 1 ? 6 203 199 17b 

Transportat ion equipment ' 207 20b 20b 183 215 212 211 189 
Autos, t rucks , and p a r t s t 127 123 12b 93 138 133 131 101 
Other t r anspor t a t ion equip. , 323 322 322 316 326 325 325 320 

Instruments j 177 178 176 160 • 179 179 176 161 
Clay, g l a s s , and lumber products i m 137 135 120 , 139 133 127 118 

Stone, c lay , and g lass products ! 157 150 lb7 133 156 lb5 I b l 131 
Lumber and products n .a . 12b 12b 109 n . a . 122 113 106 

Furni ture and miscellaneous 139 135 135 121 133 136 132 121 
Furni ture and f i x t u r e s 136 133 133 111 136 13b 132 111 
Miscellaneous manufactures lb2 137 137 128 lbO 137 133 127 

NONDURABLE MANUFACTURES: 

Text i les and apparel l i b 112 111 95 121 120 113 101 
Text i le mil l products n .a . 108 106 92 n. a . 112 107 9b 
Apparel and a l l i e d products n .a . 118 117 99 n . a . 128 120 109 

Rubber and l ea the r products 131 129 12b 106 1 138 139 129 112 
Rubber products n .a . 151 lb2 116 i I n .a . 15? 150 118 
Leather and products i n . a . n . a . 109 98 n . a . n. a. 110 107 

Paper and p r i n t i n g 157 155 153 lb2 J.61 156 150 lb6 
Paper and a l l i e d products n. a. 172 168 lb9 n. a . 177 1 6 6 155 
Pr in t ing and publ ishing 11*6 lb5 lbb 138 lb? lb3 139 lbO 

Newsprint consumption n. a# 131 129 12b n . a . 127 119 129 
Job p r i n t i n g and pe r iod ica l s n . a . 152 152 ib5 n . a . 151 150 lb7 

Chemical and petroleum products 185 183 182 1 6 3 j 187 186 18b 165 
Chemicals and a l l i e d products n .a . 1 '7 196 176 n . a . 201 198 179 

i n d u s t r i a l chemicals n .a . n . a . 21^ 18b n. a . n. a. 218 188 
Petroleum and coal products Ib9 plbb lb3 127 Ib7 Plb5 lb6 125 

Foods, beverages, and tobacco 120 120 118 113 111 110 108 10b 
Food and beverage mfrs. n. a. 120 116 113 n. a. 109 107 10b 

Food manufactures n. a. 120 117 112 n. a . 110 110 102 
Beverages n . a . n. a. 121 l i b n. a. n . a . 95 1 1 0 

Tobacco manufactures n . a . n. a. 121 112 n. a . n . a . 121 112 

'MINERALS: 
Mineral f u e l s 121 122 123 111 123 125 126 112 

Coal 72 72 69 70 68 72 73 67 
Crude o i l and na tu ra l gas lbU plb6 lb8 130 lb8 pl50 152 13b 

Crude o i l 132 pl35 137 116 137 pl38 138 120 
Natural gas and gas l i qu ids n. a . n. a . pl93 196 n. a . n. a . p2l5 20b 

Metal, s tone , and e a r t h minerals 133 130 129 119 1 1 6 112 1 0 8 103 

p—-Preliminary n. a . —Not ava i l ab le 
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3 . 

INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION 
(1947.1+9 average • 100) 

Without seasonal adjustment 

• 
1S59 1958 

• pMar. 1 Feb. 1 Jan . Dec. 1 Feb. Jan. 

Primary metals 
142 Ferrous metals 142 125 117 91 95 

Pig i ron 139 127 123 91 98 
S tee l 170 156 136 127 93 99 

Carbon s t e e l 151 133 125 92 96 
Alloy s t e e l 191 157 135 100 111 

Castings and forgings 111 98 93 85 85 
Wonferrous metals 147 134 12b 122 121 

Fabr ica ted metal products 
S t ruc tu r a l metal p a r t s 146 144 144 148 138 146 
Standings and misc. metal products 127 123 124 125 105 111 

Nonelect r ica l machinery 
Farm machinery 97 80 72 • * 81 80 
I n d u s t r i a l and commercial machinery 141 137 135 133 £32 137 

Machine t o o l s and presses 119 116 116 133 144 
E l e c t r i c a l machinery 

E l e c t r i c a l apparatus and p a r t s 195 194 192 192 •183 " ' ' 190 
Transporta t ion equipment • 

Autos 163 149 154. 161 ' 122 ; 132 
Trucks 131 132 110 100 •92 , 91 
A i r c r a f t and p a r t s 586 586 587 595 5 e t » 570 
Railroad cars 26 19 24 . 56 6 6 

Stone, c lay , and g lass products • 
® e 

Glass and p o t t e r y products 134 12 6 . 124 . ^ 8 130 
Cement 109 109 139- • ' 92 109 

Lumber and products 
Lumber 98 89 87 . 87 81 
Millvork and plywood n . a . n . a . 193 . 189 181 

Tex t i l e mi l l products 
Cotton and synthet ic f a b r i c s 121 119 106 - 103 102 

Cotton consumption 103 101 86 94 94 
Synthet ic f a b r i c s P135 135 141 107 110 

Wool t e x t i l e s n . a . n . a . 62 61 55 
Knit goods I l l 109 96 98 94 

Apparel and a l l i e d products 
Men's outerwear 123 119 93 100 9 4 
Women's outerwear 141 119 90 129 105 
Misc. appare l , e t c . 130 125 126 114 112 

p—Preliminary n.a.—Rot ava i l ab le 
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IKTUSTRIAL PRODUCTION 
(19^7-^9 average = 100) 

Without seasonal adjustment 
1959 1958 

pMar. 1 Fee, I Jan. Dec. 1 Feb. 1 Jan. 

Rubber products 
106 Tires and tubes 154 138 128 112 106 

Leather and products 
Leather n . a . 90 85 68 83 

Paper aifd a l l i e d products < ; 

Wood pulp 195 190 166 177 177 
Paper afc<3 boards 161 150 1J+0 147 141. 

proper beard 173 157 146 155 145 
P*ir?£in§Zand publishing e 

116 News^ri^t consumption 127 119 119 121 116 
JA)9pr in t ing and p e r i o d i c a l s 151 150 151 145 146 

Cteaic^J-s .and a l l i e d products 
I f idus t r ja l cizemicals^ 11. ft. 218 J 217 190 197 

Oyntheti t f i b e r s " . p2l6 p210 j 215 172 184 
Paints-3 c „ 119 117 116 I 119 111 113 

Petroleum3 and coal products 
i>* r< liLC. r e f i n i n g pl?7 160 >59. 144 US 

Gasoline p i 64 170 155 159 
Fuel o i l * . plb3 163 153 . 140 1^6 

Ccke n . a . 94 92 75 • 79 
Food aî d beverage canufactures 

Feed irb.Lufactures 110 110 112 103 ic6 
Meat products 140 139 133 121 l?> 
Dairy products * ICO 92 : 87 97 92 
Carried aftd frozen foods 93 92 105 85 87 
Grain n i l ! products 102 105 1 # 101 ICO 
Bakeey products 99 96 101 98 98 

Feverages n . a . 95 104 1C4 93 
Alcoholic beverages n . a . 91 9 ^ \ ' : 99 63 

Peer" and a le . . n . a . 65 &0 " , . .94 69 

Ccal c" 
gi tunincus ccal 73 77 7b 60 74 77 

Crude,, e l l and na tu ra l gas 
~ruq£ o i l 0 137 pl33 138 137 130 132 

Met a ), mining 93 86 81 85 83 
^3 Iron ore® @ P 52 -3 38 ^3 
83 
^3 

Stone and ea r th minerals 
' • , • . .. . . . . . 

130 131 . - 139 121 . 130 

Note.--Grougs and subgroups Include indiv idual s e r i e s net published sepa ra t e ly , 

p- -Fre l iminary n .a . - - I i c t ava i l ab l e 
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5> 

OUTPUT OF CONSUMER DURABLE GOODS 
(1947-49 average • ICO) 

S€ laecnaily al . lusts a 'Jr .adj ' istsi S€ 
959 3 1959 195 J 

Feb. 1 Jan. uec. | Feb. Feb. i Jan. Dec. 1 F e b / 

MAJOR HOUSEHOLD GOODS 150 14) 144 117 155 lUl 138 121 

Furni ture and i l o c r coverings 133 132 127 1C6 135 130. 130 '103 
Furni ture 140 140 154 113 140 137 138 113 
Floor c o v e r i n g ^ / - - - - • - — - - - • - - - -

Appliances and hea te rs 153 143 156 115 I 160 134 137 121 
Major appliances 155 141 161 117 169 137 146 128 

Ranges n . a . 99 113 61 c . a . 96 1C8 91 
Ref r ige ra t ion appliances 177 150 160 129 187 145 153 137 
Laundry appl iances 18b 188 187 142 212 183 169 i t i 

Heating apparatus p i 47 1U8 '36 110 P132 125 ICS 99 
Fa i io and t e l e v i s i o n s e t s 190 167 162 151 199 153 163 159 

Radio s e t s 72 73 o5 55 73 73 79 56 
Televis ion s e t s 415 U06 34c 335 440 422 322 355 

OTHER CONSUMER DURABLE GOODS: 

Auto p a r t s and t i r e s n . a . n . a . a . a . n . a . n . a . n . a . n . a . n . a . 
Misc. heme and personal gcods 115 11* 113 1C4 115 110 1 1 4 1 0 -

1/ P u l l i - a t i c n suspended pending r ev i s ion . 

OUTPUT CF MAJOR HOUSEECLD GOODS 
(1947-49 average a- 100) 

1 9 ^ . 
Without seasonal adj^iatgent 

1958 
1 Feb. ! Jan. Dec. 1 Feb. i JaA. 

Woven carpc t s 
1 

91 7o 75 70 6 62 
Gas ranges n . a . 86 95 ' 60 81 -
E l e c t r i c ranges 140 11.; 129 109 93 
F s f r l g e r a t o r e 118 8 ) 93 69 6 7 " 
Freezers j 209 160 182 116. 118 
Washing cachlnes I 172 14) 143 135 105 
Driers and i r cne re 1 572 533 597 396 45» 
Vacuum cleaners 106 86 107 88 90 
Furnace9 126 121 103 85 64 
'• 'iter hea te r s 1. . a . 129 120 137 118 
Auto rad ios 153 14') 159 95 124 
Hous«hold radios 51 52 57 45 50 
Tabl i model TV 420 38" | 267 326 332 
C-^LSO] » model TV 459 453 | 35* 3:0 448 

Note, -•For desc r ip t ion and back f igu re s see Federal Reserve b u l l e t i n fo r May 19^4 
pp. 438-432, r ep r i n t ava i l ab l e on request» Back f i g u r e s , not in Bu l l e t in , 
cn i n d i v i i u a l indexes f o r c a j o r household gccds, without seasonal~adjust-

a l so ava i l ab le on request t o Division of Research and S t a t i s t i c s . 

«L 73J 1 r?hl 0 
r - -Pre l iminary Digitized for FRASER 
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