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2 WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS'

1977 1978
ITEM .
Jan. 8 Jan. 15 Dec. 24 Dec. 31 Jan. 7 Jan. 14
WHOLESALE PRICES, 22 COMMODITIES 2/.....cccccvvenennn 1967=100.. 203.2 206.1 212.8 213.2 216.2 218.3
9 FOOdSTUEES. . oiuvieiusoeencessnoesosessscansascasonns do.... 198.4 202.6 215.2 216.1 212.5 215.6
13 Raw industrials..,.cveeceeceeecseoecsasccnanasonnsns do.... 206.5 208.5 211.1 211.1 218.8 220.1
ALL RETAIL STORES, SALES....... tecesasasccsacasasrocan mil. §.. 11,581 ° 11,295 18,676 13,729 12,260 | ...,
Nondurable g00ds STOTES....c..viveernnaceoncsccnccncnss do.... 8,178 7,840 13,754 9,600 8,620 v
INITIAL UNEMPLOYMENT CLAIMS, State programS........... -.thous.. 686 597 451 535 556 | ...,
INSURED UNEMPLOYMENT, all pProgramsS.......cceceeceeascsas do.... 4,337 4,386 3,150 3,515 ceeee | eeee.
State programs (50 States, D.C., and Puerto Rico)..... do.... 3,542 3,582 2,586 2,934 | ..... cveee
FAILURES, INDUST. AND COMMERCIAL (Dun § Bradstreet)...number.. 122 205 151 89 103 130
FINANCE:
Currency in circulation 3/......ccivniiieiiieanaenne mil. §.. 93,876 93,365 102,941 103,657 103,905 €l03,150
Federal Reserve bank credit outstanding, total 3/ ..... do.... 111,549 107,288 116,633 121,795 120,227 117,835
Member bank reserve balances 3/..... seseaseccenctiocnan do.... 35,974 35,753 36,630 36,846 37,939 37,320
Excess reserves, estimated 3/ ..... treesesenseanensnn do.... 513 370 201 288 322 359
Assets and liabilities of large commercial banks: 4/ ]
Demand deposits, adjusted........ccoverenneconanns s.do.... 113,908 112,305 118,347 119,547 | ... | el
Savings depPoSitsS....vuieiereereiasreessssacancnaanns do.... 91,011 91,037 91,761 91,737 T
Loans and investments, gross adjusted, total........do.... 402,211 401,417 437,455 437,492 [
U.S. Government obligations........cceco.. seesennn do.... 50,038 50,333 46,381 46,081 |  ..... | ol
Commercial and industrial loans (gross)........... do.... 116,896 115,437 © 125,567 125,655 |  ..... | ol
Real estate 1loans (8roSS).....c.eeveeveecsacse seeondoL... 63,690 63,753 73,935 74,047 | ..., e
Bond ylelds, domestic corporate (Moody's) 3/....... percent.. 8.37 8.39 8.57 8.61 8.64 8.72
Stock prices, 500 stocks (Stand. § Poor's) 4/ .1941-43=10.. 104.76 103.40 93.05 94.75 93.52 89.74
Industrial, 400 StOCKS....evveevevnsneanaoceeennann .do.... 116.31 114.83" 102.39 104,31 102.91 98.75
PRODUCTION:
Bituminous coal......eeveiiinnncenncnnns ....thous. sh. tons.. 11,250 9,810 5,515 5,700 5,775 et
Electric power, by utilities.........ccuevveunn. mil. kw.-hr.. 43,927 45,459 41,401 40,567 42,144 | ...,
Motor vehicles (passenger cars) ferteseenas number. . 178,670 177,817 182,635 0 161,916 186,887
Petroleum (crude) and condensate 3/............. thous, bbl.. 8,004 8,004 8,538 8,538 8,513 e
StEEL, TAW.ueueeeeusnneesennensenenanneanes thous. sh. tonms.. 2,121 2,105 2,295 2,220 2,324 2,349
Rate of capability utilization 5/........... .....percent.. 69.1 68.5 75.7 73,2 77.2 78.0
RAIL FREIGHT, REVENUE TON-MILES.....c0ovtevevcesnonncnncns bil.. 13.6 13.4 13.2 10.6 11.7 | ...,

1/ Data do not always cover calendar weeks. 2/ Tuesday price. 3/ Daily average. 4/ Wednesday data. 5/ Capability for a full order book
based on current’ availability of raw materials, fuels; supplies, and industry facilities. e/ Estimated.

MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS

ITEM 1976 1977
Nov. Dec. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec.
COMMODITY PRICES
PRICES RECEIVED BY FARMERS, ALL FARM PRODUCTS....1910-14=100.. 432 446 435 444 r448 453

{02 ) 2 U do.... 419 427 384 401 r417 412
Commercial vegetables ........................... «.s.do.... 482 456 449 476 r525 444
COttOM. vt ettt teieitatnnnieencoensescenncsssaoannnns do.... 550 533 499 448 434 412
Feed grains and hay................ . . 322 347 255 264 r290 302
Food grains e 283 |- 277 263 281 r305 309
Fruit .o 295 274 400 503 T443 421
Tobacco ceen ‘948 973 1,074 983 1,025 1,015

Livestock and products.............cu... vessesases veo.do.... 446 465 487 488 r479 495
Dairy products......... teseeaesncasenanen [ eessodo.... 605 595 612 624 r624 624
Meat animals.............. N Ceeereceeieeaas do.... 487 523 569 573 554 584
Poultry and eggs....... beecesesssssscenss ceteienenan do.... 231 241 226 214 216 219

PRICES PAID BY FARMERS:

All commodities and SErvVices.......ccecievuncecncannas do.... 564 569 589 591 593 596
Family 1iving itemS.......iiiivivennniennnnnincense. do.... 575 578 582 584 585 588
Production items........iciviiiiiiriieiinnrnocnnnann do.... 554 559 572 574 576 579

All commod., services, int., taxes, and wage rates....do.... 652 657 685 684 687 689

PARITY RATIO..... cevrececionas teceeceonecrreessseenase s.do.... 66 68 64 65 r65 66
WHOLESALE PRICES INDEXES:

ALL COMMODITIES.......«.. “eeeceseeianes ticeees...1967=100.. 185.6 187.1 195.3 196.3 197.0 198.2
Farm products...iceiviceeienneececoncnanens cesecanne do.... 183.6 191.6 181.9 182.4 185.5 188.3
Food and feeds, processed..........eeeucan. ceceeneae do.... "174.8 179.0 184.2 184.5 186.7 189.3
Industrial commodities........ceeuuuun.s ..do.... 187.1 187.4 197.8 199.1 199.2 200.0

Chemicals and allied products N ...do.... 188.6 188.2 193.2 193.5 193.8 193.9
Fuels and related products, and power...... ceseena do.... 281.6 279.0 309.7 310.6 310.4 311.9
Furniture and household durables.......cco0uuun ve..do..., 147.5 147.9 152.5 153.0 153.6 154.0
Hides, skins and leather productS................. do.... 169.8 171.5 179.9 179.6 180.3 181.8
Lumber and wood productS................ [ do.... 214.3 220.0 252.4 247.3 243.2 249.1
Machinery and equipment..................... [ do.... 174.5 175.4 183.9 185.7 186.7 187.3
Metals and metal products....... [ DY [ T 200.1 200.9 212.6 211.8 212.0 213.3
1/ Revised.
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued

1976 1977
ITEM .
Nov. Dec. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec.
COMMODITY PRICES--Con.
WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES--Con.
Industrial commodities--Con.
Nonmetallic mineral products.......ceeeeeees ver+.1967=100.. 189.5 189.6 204.2 | 205.3 205.6 206.5
Pulp, paper, and allied products....... ereseeeeneee do.... 181.5 181.8 188.5 188.8 188.3 187.6
Rubber and plastics produCtsS........ceeeeeeceocennns do.... 164.8 164.7 169.4 170.0 170.0 169.8
Textile ProduCtsS......ceeeeueeeercansacssssscnncncses do.... 150.1 149.9 155.1 155.2 155.3 155.9
Transportation equipment........ [N ..Dec. 1968=100.. 156.2 157.0 161.4 167.9 168.0 168.3
Motor vehicles and equipment............ [ .1967=100. . 159.2 159.5 163.8 170.8 170.6 170.9
PURCHASING POWER OF THE DOLLAR AS MEASURED BY--
Wholesale pPrices.....ccieeicicasencocennnn ceveeen 1967=$1.00.. $0.539 $0.5§4 $0.512 $0.509 $0.508 $0.505
LABOR FORCE, EMPLOYMENT, AND EARNINGS
LABOR FORCE, total, persons 16 years of age and over
not seasonally adjusted.,......ocovuuus Ceesesecenans thous. . 97,786 97,662 99,815 100,585 100,951 p100,632
Civilian labor force......... besesne cetessasennae eeenen do.. 95,637 95,517 97,684 98,451 98,819 p98,503
Employed, total............ CERTEEREPRR Ceedeecassenas do.... 88,542 88,494 91,247 92,230 92,473 p92,623
AGTiCUltUTe. . cvieureereeunroasnosescancncsoascnnnas do.... 3,081 2,850 3,326 3,408 3,181 p2,914
Nonagricultural mdustnes ......................... do.... 85,460 85,645 87,921 88,822 89,292 p89,710
Unemployed........ Cetscaeistanasanns eeeceesaaecanans do.... 7,095 7,022 6,437 6,221 6,346 p5,880
Civilian labor force, seasonally adjusted......... ...do.., . 95,871 95,960 97,868 98,102 98,998 Pp98,926
Employed, total....ssvesiveneerannneananns sesace ..do.... 88,220 88,441 91,095 91,230 92,180 P92,589
Agriculture........... et aeieeeeneeeeeaiaaaes ve...do.... 3,248 3,257 3,215 3,272 3,362 p3,331
Nonagricultural industries................. eeeereans do.... 84,972 85,184 87,880 87,958 88,818 p89,258
Unemployed....ooeveeeieeneneencasaceaaaonaonns [ [ ISR 7,651 7,519 6,773 6,872 6,818 p6,337
Long-term, 15 weeks and OVeT.eseeeseceencocscananes do.... 2,517 2,514 1,866 1,862 1,933 p1,838
Rates (unemployed in each group as percent of
total in the group): )
All civilian workers..... tecssecssncssranssecnveracacenas 8.0 7.8 r6.8 r6.8 rp6.7 p6.4
Men, 20 years and OVeT......c.ceseeeeanasssocascans 6.3 6.2 4.9 5.3 p4.9 p4.7
Women, 20 years and OVer.......ceeceveeecccas retenrernes 7.6 7.4 7.0 6.8 p7.1 p6.7
Both sexes, 16-19 years. ........... 19.2 19.0 18.1 17.3 pl7.1 pl5.4
White.....ooiveienennnnnns ceeeen . terreeas 7.3 7.1 6.1 6.1 p6.0 p5.6
Black and other races ........ ST [N 13.5 13.4 13.1 13.9 pl3.8 pl2.5
Married men, wife present. 4.5 4.3 3.4 3.7 p3.4 p3.3
Occupation: White-collar workers........... ceseseass cees 4.7 4.5 4.2 4.1 p4.3 p3.9
Blue-collar WOTKerS....eceveneeeroencioanns . 9.7 9.6 7.9 8.3 p7.9 p7.3
Industry: Private nonfarm wage and salary workers....... 8.2 7.9 6.9 7.1 p6.9 p6.3
CoNStruction...coveeveeeienenneannnen cesececscarsstcecas 15.4 14.1 10.4 12.2 pll.3 pl0.5
Manufacturing.........eeeeeeee sesecscsnneas 8.2 8.2 7.2 7.0 p6.8 p5.8
EMPLOYEES ON PAYROLLS OF NONAGRIC. ESTAB., SEAS. ADJ....thous.. 80,127 80,370 82,763 r82,902 rp83,222 p83,439
Private SeCtOr...c.veecescnccecnosnnns ceen 65,094 65,336 67,434 r67,565 rp67,843 p68,018
Nonmanufacturing industries.. 46,024 46,222 47,822 47,899 rp48,126 p48,142
Goods-producing......c.cceeeennns 23,484 23,528 24,360 124,436 rp24,526 p24,553
Mining.......coo0ieennn .. 805 809 856 859 p863 p713
Contract construction........ 3,609 3,605 3,892 r3,911 rp3,946 p3,964
Manufacturing........eeeen... 19,070 19,114 19,612 r19,666 rpl9,717 p19,876
Durablé goodS....eseeveecranns fereenns eeeeeesseenaen do.... 11,126 11,165 11,545 rll, 604 Tpll, 627 pll,746
Nondurable g0OdS.....cveeeeneeeearacancnnns Ceeenee .do.... 7,944 7,949 8,067 r8,062 rp8,090 8,130
Service-producing...... Cerereanean tesessasessreasescene do.... 56,643 56,842 58,403 r58,466 rp58,696 p58,886
Transportation, commmucatmn, elec., gas, etC....... do.... 4,523 4,549 4,616 14,610 rp4,630 p4,660
Wholesale and retail trade.......... Cebeseseenenanan .do.... 17,848 17,925 18,431 rl8,414 rpl8,486 p18,511
Wholesale trade€...cceeeecececanns ceerseecesane . 4,291 4,305 4,410 r4,415 rp4,439 p4,456
Retail trade....ceveeveeeeceeenecncascncannnns . 13,557 13,620 14,021 rl3,999 rpl4,047 pl4,055
Finance, insurance, and real estate ......... Seseae ...do.... 4,381 4,398 4,545 r4,572 Tp4,600 p4,618
Services....... eteeessiteteanttesaternoenan Ceeeeenes do.... 14,858 14,936 15,482 rl5,533 rpl5,601 pl15,676
Government........._.......... .................... veoodo.... 15,033 15,034 15,329 rl5,337 rpl5, 379 pl5,421
Federal........cceenvenns teesersreseeeans cerecane ...do.... 2,731 2,720 2,728 2,730 rp2,727 p2,722
State and local....vvevennnenn Ceeeeteaanes [P [ SR 12,302 12,314 12,601 rl2,607 rpl2,652 p12,699
METALS AND MANUFACTURERS
MACHINE TOOLS:
Metal cutting type tools .
Orders, new (net), total...... certesesans teeseesses Mil, §.. 201.30 171.10 198.50 160.10 p223.00 |  .....
Domesticl......... eenen PP « [ T 191.35 150.50 174.40 150.55 p206.20
Shipments, total...... PPN do.... 117.10 161.95 166.50 r141.55 pl62.50 |  .....
DOMESEIC. e eeeeurevacoonsssssesonosenanssnnnne sesesodoa... 106.10 145.70 147.55 131.40 pl40.05 |  .....
Order backlog, end of month ................... veesessdoL... 1,233.2 1,242.4 1,669.3 r1,687.8 pl,748.3 |  .....
Metal forming type tools:
Orders, new (net), total....ccevevennecannn ceacasenes do.... 43.85 58.15 r53.65 r79.80 p64.15 |  .....
DomestiC....... ... seccescece cetsessccssesesctsanane do.... 39.00 53.50 r50.80 r74.85 p59.80 |  .....
Shipments, total............... cecetenssanans P« [ TN 59.90 47.55 144 .95 r51.55 p60. 05
DomestiC....ouuueriennnannnnnnn ceseses sesessscsense do.... 46.60 40.65 r41.10 r47.15 p49.95 | .....
Order backlog, end of month...... Cetetiteeteraaea AR [ DR 198.6 209.2 r328.9 r357.2 p361.3 |  .....

x/ Revised. P/ Preliminary.
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4 MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS—Continued

1 197
ITEM 976 977
Oct. Nov. Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov.
FINANCE
CONSUMER CREDIT (SHORT-AND INTERMEDIATE-TERMS):
Installment credit extended and liquidated:
Unadjusted:
Extended, total 1/....cciceiininnnnrennannnannnens mil. §.. 15,060 16,813 21,314 19,298 18,784 19,721
Automobile paper......... eiescereeeerereraanans .do.... 4,704 5,004 7,035 6,178 5,898 5,924
Mobile home.....ooveeennnnnnns ceserecacveraarenas do.... 363 387 540 454 464 442
Home improvement...........cceceecees Ceeerieaeaan do.... 541 567 856 740 696 701
Liquidated, total 1/...ccuuieieerennccnccnneennnnns do.... 14,522 15,062 16,927 16,361 16,937 16,788
Automobile PapeT.....cccvuveeecrrancneenanaasssssdooi.s 4,487 4,577 5,312 4,998 5,260 5,013
Mobile hOME....cevvvvneeeennnnneeaneaansssesaenssadoie, 377 384 440 386 415 372
Home improvement..........ceceeeeeacans Y . [ D 470 436 553 536 525 526
Seasonally adjusted:
Extended, total 1/.....cccvvnnnenns teecennsrsvanaas do.... 15,844 16,712 19,204 19,164 19,787 19,680
Automobile paper............. R do.... 4,834 5,312 6,158 6,109 6,083 6,330
Mobile hOME....oeuverrereaineeornnnnnacasananessadOaces 361 403 479 424 457 464
Home improvement............... Cereeeeeeaaens veeoodoa... 549 622 733 679 718 761
Liquidated, total 1/-«cceeecceses TP T« TS 14,753 15,077 16,553 16,814 17,160 16,826
Automobile Paper......ccveeeeiencrcncccannaaeassadoao, 4,500 4,630 5,104 ‘5,005 5,234 5,089
Mobile home.......... e [P e do.... 386 406 424 392 413 390
Home improvement......... serecsccstasecvasas Y« [ JN 469 459 551 536 517 - 550
Total installment credit outstanding, end of year or
month 1/......... Cevaean e teeetietee e ceeesesaadoa... 179,487 181,237 204,358 207,294 209,141 212,074
By credit type:
Automobile.......... Ceeeieeaea eeeeeaeee eeeeen eeo.doa... 65,042 65,469 76,027 77,207 77,845 78,757
Mobile home........ e ieaacieteatas e raaaaeaes v...do.... 14,559 14,561 14,812 14,880 14,929 14,999
Home improvement........eceeeeveeevenoacnnennnes vee..do.... 10,763 10,891 12,329 12,532 12,703 12,879
. By holder: .
Commercial....coovenneennnens N Y« [+ TR 87,689 88,112 100,059 101,564 102,504 103,469
Finance companies........cceeeeeue Ceeetesceasacesanas do.... 37,779 38,090 41,987 42,333 42,704 43,322
Credit unions.......... Ceeteeteeescaestacastennns ve..do.... 29,711 30,053 35,077 35,779 35,993 36,488
REtailers..coeeieeeierenennnceennannnannns PR« [ 16,777 17,335 18,475 18,725 18,961 19,629
Others......covvveeneeennnn UMY« T 7,531 7,647 8,760 8,894 8,978 9,166
1/ Includes data not shown separately.
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