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2 WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS®

1959 1960
ITEM B
Mar. 21| Mar. 28 Mar. 5 Mar. 12 Mar. 19 Mar. 26
Commodity prices, wholesale: . -
All commoditTieS.eeeaeeseesrenceonconnsossasses |947-49=100,, Caraneuas *119.6 vessecsne 119.8 120.0 120, 1
Farm productS..eeeeeeeeeeecasescsscsscasnsansscesasdOisas creenenes *90.8 ceseesans 89,2 | 90,3 90,9
Foods, processed...eeeececceccroncesosacconsssessalOisse hraneeonn *107.2 ceseconnse 106.8 107.1 107.2
Al OTher..uiveeeeeeeinecroecrncosonassonssesacsesadO,.s, RN *128. 1 cescscnas 128.7 128.7 128.7
22 commodities 2/ceeeeeceenscasccsccscsasannsscnscessdoia. 86.2 86.8 83,5 83.6 83.8 84,3
Department Store SaleS...iesecsseccecesscccsosscssssesadOo.s. 137 141 98 115 : 129 ceecrenes
Insured unemployment, total 3/....eveeeeeccccrcess.n.thous.. 2,231 2,151 2,413 2,444 cereenene ceraesess

State programs (incl. Alaska and Hawaiide.eeeeoosseeelOuen. 2,049 1,975 2,247 2,277 cevecoeon cesoacene
Failures, industrial and commercial.....cseeeeceasqss.number,. 292 297 299 290 302 286
Finance:

Currency in circulation 4/...ccceeecaceeseasa.mil, of dol.. 31,287 31,231 31,516 31,613 31,726 34,671

Federal Reserve bank credit outstanding,total 4/.....do,... 27,048 27,123 27,102 27,075 27,197 27,189

Member bank reserve balances 4/..eiceseesncsessceseassdoL... 18,439 18,558 18, 10! 17,941 18, 109 18, 169
Excess reserves, estimated 4/...c.c000cevveeeeecassdo.... 388 458 438 365 508 439

Reporting member banks (of F,R.System) in leading cities:5/

Demand deposits, adjusted......ccevvveeeea.omil, of dol.. 61,233 60,847 59,536 59,586 60,286 Siteeens
Time deposits, except interbank,...e.ceceoecensacssdOaaes 30,323 30,287 30, 146 30,227 30,289 cecvasces
Loans and investments (adjusted), total..eicvveeesadOo.ne tescseene sassamnas 101,572 100,986 102,153 seveesnee
U, S. Government obligationS.eeeeiceesconreancecadOuens 32,852 31,905 25,352 25,068 25,107 cesseceas
Commercial and industrial loans (gross).......e..d0.... secernsee sseesssss 30,320 30,331 31,076 P
Real estate loans (gross)..c.c:coscccccscacsacnseadOuaas 11,645 11,672 12,605 12,587 12,585 cteossses

Bond yields, domestic corporate (Moody's) 4/......percent.. 4,41 4,41 4.86 4.83 4.80 4.78

Stock prices, 500 stocks (Stand, & Poor's) 5/..1941-43=i0,. 56,39 55,88 55,62 54,04 55,04 55.74
Industrials, 425 STOCKS.ieeeeeacvosssoeraseocncsnsslOiaas 60.03 59.48 59.38 57.67 58,78 59.55

Production:

Bituminous coal 4/.cv.eueecenneeessathous, of short tons.. 1,357 1,354 1,267 1,309 1,453 ceccances

Electric power, by utilitieS.iivcccecccscaamil, of kw.=hr,. 12,900 12,709 14,262 14,271 14,109 cocesaans

Motor vehicles (cars, trucks, coachesS)...eeeecseee..number,. 161,257 147,470 166,871 174,991 173,522 166,046

Petroleum (crude) and condensate 4/....,.....thous. of bbli.. 7,203 7,193 7,153, 7,049 7,116 coesssses

STl 6/ueveteeaccsacncoasccosssossssthous, of short tons.. 2,631 2,631 2,645 2,654 2,607 2,597
Percent of CapaCityeceeeeeeeesseoseccsssncesssonsacancsns #92.9 #92.9 92.8 93,1 91.5 9.t

Freight carloadings, total.......es0vueeees..thous, of cars.. 604 604 558 560 581 ceseeanes

Miscel laneoUS.seeuescesececensceccscossscasesvasocacadOions 331 334 302 301 308 cecvacens

1/ Data do not always cover calendar weeks, 2/ Tuesday prices. 3/ includes data for Alaska and Hawaii, and for the following programs:
State; R,R,; Federal employees; and ex-servicemen. 4/ Daily average. 5/ Wednesday data, 6/ Week beginning Mar. 28, 1960: Production,
2,527 thous. short tons; operating rate, 88.7 percent. * Monthly index for Mar. 1959, # Based on Jan. |, 1959, annual capacity (147,633,670
tons); 1960 rates are based on Jan., |, 1960, annual capacity (148,570,970 tons).

MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS

1959 1960
| TEM
January February November December January February
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS
BUSINESS INCORPORATIONS:
New Incorporations (49 States, incl. Hawaii).......number,, ri8,842 15,791 13,015 16,456 18,189 14,669
COMMODITY PRICES
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX, ALL ITEMS....ceveneesaasss947-49=100,, 123.8 123,7 125.6 125.5 125.4 *125.6
Special group indexes:
All items 1SS fOOUiessuveseaoasosssscssnonsasassesdOians 126.4 126.7 129.5 129.5 129.4 129.7
All items less sheifer...eeeescecoseacesceseasesaesdOn.. 121.5 121.4 123, 1 1231 122.9 123.0
All commoditieSeeeceeasescasaesacsoesscacsasosvesaalOnasns 16,2 116.0 117.2 17,1 116,7 116.7
Nondurab leS,.veeeeesesensccsacssnnsconssacnseereeadoiess 117.8 117.6 118.6 118,5 18,1 118.0
DUrableS..erceverescccronscccoscassccrsscsccncseelOians 1124 112.2 14,1 113.8 13,6 113.6
SOrViCeS,eaeseosasosvsoscscscassssseesncssssaccacseesdOuene 143,9 144.2 147.6 147.8 148,2 148.9
APPArel.s.eecescessosesoescssscansscssssssssssssosceslOians 106.7 106.7 109.4 109,2 107.9 108.4
FOOUsesecoasncosssencasnossonssasscassnnsosncascasneslOnsos 119.0 118.2 117.9 117.8 117.6 117.4
Dairy products.cceecvecessseosecaceessonacescoaseaadonas. 14,1 +14.0 116.,0 116.7 116.5 116.5
Fruits and vegetables.....coveecesvasesasscensasssslOcass 121.7 121.2 123.4 125,5 125.7 125.9
Meats, pouiiry, and fiShee.ceeonvenecacccosasseroeelOuans 113.8 112,6 107.9 106.6 106.4 106.2
HOUSTNQusosscasoascocasosssoncssesnsocassosssscsscsnsslOuose 128.2 128.5 130.4 130.4 130,7 131.2
Gas and electr iCiTYenreaerearenracoooncassonsesneesdOiess 118.2 118.5 121.7 122.7 123.2 124.0
HousefurnishingS..eeeieoencesconacsvesocsacnsaseeeslOiuns 103,2 103.8 104.4 104,2 104.0 104.3
ReNT, ouoeceroooucossasossccsssscssonanssassosanosslOicnss 138.8 139,0 140.5 140.8 140,9 141,0
Medical Care..ceveocesacocecaccacosossnccacssocsascanessd0ucns 148.0 149.0 153,0 153.2 153.,5 154,7
Personal Care....ueeececoesesoccccsassascsoscscsseseslOiaas 129.4 129.8 132.7 132.9 132,7 132.6
Reading and recreation..v.ecsedoccvocccccaccscoocsceelOeues 117.0 7.1 - 120.0 120.4 120.3 120,86
Transportation..eeeeecococacecsccccaocnsoassaocscassadOnaas 144, | 144.3 149,0 148.7 148, 1 147,9
Private..coeeecaccncccecccosocnssancanscnsccsaraasedOnans 133,1 133,3 137.9 137.5 136.8 136.4
PUDiC.uucouesocsoascesosnnsonnnncasasoscanccsacanolOuans 191.8 191.8 196.0 197.2 197.2 199,3
Other goods and ServiCeS..ceeeescccssccacccsnavoncseesd0caos 127.3 127.4 131.6 131.7 i131.8 131.8
PURCHAS ING POWER OF THE DOLLAR AS MEASURED BY-~
Wholesale PriceS.ccesecescseccencecscscorsessascesnsslO0ass 83,7 83.7 84,1 84.1 83,8 *#83,8
CONSUMEr PriCES.ciescesvsesesvsvesssncsceacscsscsnsnseeldOnine 80.8 80.8 79.6 79.7 79.7 *%79,6

Digitized for FRAReRised. * index based on 1935-39=100 is 210,0, ** Indexes based on 1935~39=100 are as follows: Measured by--wholesale prices,
http://fraser. $E9gisIERNBYgPr Prices, 47.6.
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued

1959 1960
ITEM
January February November December January February
CONSTRUCTlON AND REAL ESTATE
Highway concrete pavement contract awards: L/

Totaleueeeeseeacanseessssassancsaseeensasthous, of sq. vd.. 8,964 6,756 5,315 6,900 7,410 5,961
AIrPOrtS,ceseeesecceesvacessccsnssnsceacsancnoaceealOu.a. 2,076 996 390 372 1,069 223
L3 T £ PR « [« TP 4,775 4,531 2,902 2,553 4,791 4,370
Streets and alleyS..veveeeeeececcascecnosaseceesaeaadO,nan 2,114 1,229 2,023 3,975 1,550 1,369

Construction cost indexes, The American Appraisal Co.:

Average, 30 cnfles............... cesessenss 1913=100,. 693 .693 713 714 714 715
S T T« S 756 765 779 779 779 787
NEW YOrK,ceovosaeseooevesscooassoscssscnscssecsseeslOursna 753 753 778 778 778 778
58N FranciSCO.ueeeeeseoaccssocsosssssosasasssscaseelOnans 641 641 669 670 670 674
Ste LOUIS.eeeereeeseanassssncscsassscanssancsaanasadOiees 672 672 690 690 691 691

DOMESTIC TRADE
MAGAZINE ADVERTISING:

Cost, totalesuiceeueecenenencesoseseanensaaassthous. of dol.. 41,070 56,400 86,117 60,820 44,468 cseseecne
Appare! and acCeSSOTri@S.cecesceccccccccssssscscscsslOeaaa 1,767 2,935 5,424 3,444 1,786
Automotive, including accessSorieS...eeceeececceseeadOe... 4,950 4,644 9,483 4,332 5,067
gu:Idtngdmifeﬁ|:ls......................... ......go.... %,003 2,723 2,;%; é,lo; ,é45 secascsce

rugs and toiletries..eeeeececesceseecaccecescseseedOnaen 74 5,827 8 514 4,314 cresccens
Foods, soft drinks, confectionery..eeeceescecaceceelCuass 5,578 9,07! 11,807 8,905 6,918 cececssene
Beer, wine, iqUOrS....eeeceecscecsecccscssscessseelOnans 1,713 2,965 6,014 7,515 1,893 evsnvesne
Household equipment, supplies, furnishingS.eeeeeeeedo..e. 2,271 3,681 7,655 5,010 2,153 eeecsesee
Industrial materialS,cieeeecececcccnccoccosascaneasdOnas 2,;55 2,89 5,733 3,79 2,;43
Soaps, cleansers, etC.iieeecvesccenreoceorns es.do.... 94 880 942 547 4
Smoking materialS.eeeseescaressscccnoscccacconeneeeadOnaas 1,777 2,290 2,237 2,365 1,592 sesvessee

Linage, total.ciceeaceeccecccssacaansaeassthous, of lines.. 4,069 4,510 5,244 4,061 4,283 5,010
g . »
F INANCE
AGRICULTURAL LOANS AND DiSCOUNTS OUTSTANDING OF AGENCIES

SUPERVISED BY THE FARM CREDIT ADM, :

Totaleveeeeeecesocsooessascasssccnsssnasnaasaamil, of dol.. 3,868 3,959 4,462 4,449 4,487 4,551
Farm mortgage loans:' Federal land banksS...........do.... 2,109 2,138 2,345 2,360 2,378 2,400
Loans to cooperativeS..cieeceeeececeeececnsoonsseeeslOrnan 519 518 642 622 632 624
Other loans and discouNtS.ueeeereeeeaennreensneeeeadOrens 1,240 1,303 1,474 1,467 1,477 1,528

LIFE INSURANCE WRITTEN (NEW PAID-FOR INSURANCE):

Value, estimated totaleiieeereiennerveeeneoaseeneasedo,... 4,791 5,154 6,078 7,784 4,752 5,291
Group and WholeSale.siseeeaceceenreeocrooveoneenseadOn.as 780 904 1,275 2,487 847 953
INdUSTriale.eeeeeesenecsecencecnvacnccsncnannenceaatOn,., 490 567 579 527 487 559
Ordinary..eececeeceeecoeeescecscenncscoscscnsescsasalOnaas 3,521 3,683 4,224 4,770 3,418 3,779

CHEMICALS AND ALLIED PRODUCTS
ORGANIC CHEMICALS, PRODUCTION:

Acetic acid (synthetic and natural),.........thous. of ib,, 58,614 47,290 57,303 62,266 39,048 ceceencee

Acetic anhydride.eseseessecoccoeecoscoosceccennsonseeslOunass 90,525 79,951 81,737 104,529 teesseses [P

Acetylsalicylic acid (aspirin)eeeceeecesescecessesesedOu.as 1,890 1,387 1,677 1,805 2,014 teeseceee

Creosote OileeessscacessaceacacsonnaceassasThous, of gal.. 6,917 7,423 6,371 9,088 6,980 evecnssee

DDTeeseasssenssncnscosscasoccscancansnsnssssothous, of Ib., 12,932 11,422 12,012 13,550 13,863 | teeenennn

Ethyl acetate (85%)uucvecaccsccccsvcccncencacanaseeeadOn,as 6,821 6,908 7,495 10,754 8,588 crececnne

Ethylene glycol.veeereeeonncnse 97,210 87,747 Q99,114 105,406 114,344 escensene

Formaidehyde (377 HCHO)iutueuvneaaneensnaosnossnonsaador.as 137,067 129,545 154,846 140,888 121,263 | .........

Methanol :

NatUFr@laeseseesesaacasascacecsencnassesss.Thous, of gal.. 158 155 161 187 183 1 tiiieennn

Syntheticieeseeas U« < T 22,837 20,670 23,770 24,998 23,463 escesesss

Phthalic anhydride..eesecesseessonesccasasasathous, of Ib., 29,018 23,995 17,481 26,483 20,675 teeceanee
SYNTHETIC PLASTICS AND RESIN MATERIALS, PRODUCTION: ’

Cellulose acetate and mixed ester plastics:

Sheets, rods, and tubes.....vvevuevnness...thous, of Ib.. 4,580 2,852 . 4,096 4,914 3,895 ceseseons
Moiding and exirusion materialS...eeeeeesseccnenceadOnans 8,810 7,954 8,857 8,380 7,724 ceeeecans

Nitrocellulose sheets, rods, and TubeS....eeeveeseeeedOuan. 294 290 106 216 217 evevscane

Phenolic and other tar acid reSinS....eeeveeecocessesdOu... 44,008 41,819 48,519 47,318 46,766 cosccoses

PolysStyrene.cioeeseeeeeecssessoesanconsassonscsncasesdOnas. 62,241 60,905 73,625 77,851 76,715 [

Urea and melamine resins..........;..................do.... 29,162 27,693 29, 366 28,538 28,529 ceeensoas

Vinyl resinS..esececeeesesccecscscccenconcoacenssnaeelOnans 83,659 82,937 100,470 103,701 102,069 cecesssse

AlKYd FeSiNS.c.ceeetuenencecaseccnsasscoscacosssacescdO us. 30,683 29,649 25,541 27,559 30,119 ceceresene

Rosin modificationS..eeeeceeeeareoeseeacceasscncacaseelOuioan 10,469 10, 194 12,362 12,123 12,762 [

Polyester resins.....oceeceeccscccossascccscsconcsssalOnnan 11,041 10,712 11,777 13,752 13,001

Polyethylene resins..ceeeiiieeeeecsoccsssacascacsnaaadooa,, 87,329 78,419 110,802 112,660 113,006 cosenocee

FOOD AND KINDRED PRODUCTS
VEGETABLE OfLS AND RELATED PRODUCTS ¢
Coconut oil:
. Prodgi*ion, CrUd€..eeeceseesaccnaconsasanaasnamil, of Ib,, 35,1 28.9 44,3 34,7 33,6 30.3
orn of f: . .
Production, Crude....ceeeseesscesesecccscoscsoncascdo.... 21.7 22.8 25.0 26.3 26.7 . 27.1

Cottonseed:

Consumption (crushings)............thous. of short tons.. 547, 1 440. 1 733,2 675.0 661.3 613.0
Stocks (at oil mills), end of MONTh..esesceceseassedOia.. 1,507.4 1,126.2 2,609.0 2,241.2 1,945.4 1,445.4

X K d I

RSt T T S 223 | 72018 341.1 311.9 302.7 263.9
Stocks (at oil mills), end of MONth.eeeeeseeeeeneeadOna,. 79.6 103.8 3.1 110.4 131.6 149.5

Cottonseed oil: "

Production, Crude...ceeeeeceesnsssevescceessamil, of Ib.. 188, 1 152.6 246,3 226.7 221.6 209.0

Digitized for FRA/SEDR 4~week periods, except December 1959 which covers nearly 5

http://fraser. SAfsfed. org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis
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4 MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued

1959 1960
I TEM
January February November December January February
FOOD AND KINDRED PRODUCTS - Continued
Vegetable oils and related products = Continued
Flaxseed:
Consumption €crushings).cococcsosssthous. of short tons.,. 63.8 46,6 48,5 49,9 5i.8 46,3
Stocks (at oil mills), end of MONTh,.c.oeeoooovooeclOusss 79.3 60.6 82.3 95.8 77.1 64,2
Linseed oil:
Production, crude (raw)..sosccsssccsceccsccasamil, of Ib,, 45.5 33.4 34,8 35.6 37,2 32,9
Soybeans: -
Consumption (crushingS)eeeccsecesos.thous, of short tons,., 1,100.6 1,019,0 1,081.6 1,013,7 {,016,.8 919.9
Stocks (at oil mills), end of month.ee.eeocoocoooosdO0aas 2,829,3 2,593.5 3,202.8 3,029.0 r2,770.0 2,437.5
Soybean cake and meal:
Production..ceesscccosoecscocasccssococscsnsseile OF iba, 1,745,2 1,575.4 1,653,6 1,553,6 1,549.8 1,394.6
Stocks (at oil mills), end of MONTh.vooecocecoscsocealOuans 136,.4 169.4 153,0 126,6 190.4 188.0
Soybean oil:
Production, crude...cce.vecesccacossooscscoosssancsolOonas 385,5 355,3 392.6 369,2 370.5 335.4
METALS AND MANUFACTURES
Pig iron, production (excl, blast furnace production of
£erroull0yS)sesescocsscescsssssasasthous, of short tors,. 6,212 6,147 4,199 7,573 7,754 7,342
Castings, shipments:
Gray iron.cceosossssccocnscaacsssnscosasocoscosssssocealOuass 4,002 1,037 832 ri,108 1,137 so0ecacas
Malleable iron..eecocscscoccccsssosssnssoascacsscsoeadOoasns 73 75 58 80 83 ceocosans
Steel.couoooocoossscocoococonososscosoosocssccoonnsssolOnaos 105 110 109 133 123 ceressace
Steel forgings (for sale):
Orders, unfilied, end of monthe.eeoooeccscooooccoseoalOoane 353,3 392,0 405,2 420, 1 420.6 coesscsce
Shipments, t0talicieecccossacoccoococssscocoooocsosselOeans 112,9 112.7 87.3 14,4 122.2
Drop and upset..ecoscosccccoscosscssssacscccvososeasldOuass 90.7 91.5 63.3 85.3 93.5 cscecanas
Closures (for glass containers), production........millions,, ri,417 1,437 1,356 1,374 1,435 coesocese
Crowns, production..ccccscecosscccoccssassssssshous, gross,., 24,026 24,633 18,526 21,640 21,904 cesccsces
Fabricated structural steel:
Orders, new (net)..c.cceececoccsss-assThous, of short tons,. 236 294 260 366 221 289
Shipments...ccoeccoccccsoccacsscsssascassssssoancorsalOnoas 224 216 181 236 209 241
Backlog, end of month,.occccocsososooscacsssscosoconodOuuose 1,794 1,864 2,068 2,195 2,116 2,189
Foundry equipment (new), new orders, net
mo. avg. shipments, 1947-49=100., 127.4 237.1 131,2 95.9 95.5 ccccsssse
MACHINE TOOLS (METAL-CUTTING AND METAL-FORMING) :
New orders (net), total.ccccesosccosccesossssaMil, . Of dol,, 41,05 45.40 54,25 58,30 r56,45 p60.80
DomestiCeccccoocssocsossssocsssccscoscssossssscocsalOoons 35,10 40,05 44,10 48,15 r45,05 p46.85
Shipments, “total.ccccocceccooscsccoossccsssascocsosoelOiaas 31.30 36,05 46,60 63,85 r46,40 p52.10
DomesticC.ccsoescocccoccans UMY« [« JPN 25,80 29.85 41,10 55,35 r40,65 p44.85
Estimated .backlog (metal-cutting only)..ecceees... .months,, 3.4 3.8 5.2 4.8 r5.0 p4.5
Vacuum cleaners, standard type, sales billed......Thousands.. 242.5 271.4 290, 1 293.8 258.3 294.5
Washers, sales billed (domestic and export) 1/.........do.... 288.5 297.8 312.8 264.2 254.6 283.6
RUBBER AND RUBBER PRODUCTS
Natural rubber:
ConsuUMPtioN.esssoeesscosssosscossssosssssanscasslONg TONS,, 49,913 47,345 42,039 42,950 46,350 46,018
Stocks, end of mONth.....eoecseccocoscacossssoncsscselOunans 82,487 79,657 78,503 79,405 76,156 75,320
Synthetic rubber:
Production.cccesceccecascesssseccocsossssssssascsssoelOoss 108,504 102,297 124,825 125,779 130,742 126,334
Consumption..eeeeecssssosscansssccssaccscsasssscscosalOoans 89,636 87,393 83,883 89,052 95,048 93,107
Stocks, end of month..ceceeosccooccccoscssscsosceosoadOuans 187,043 187, 181 202,057 210,846 221,468 221,026

r/ Revised. p/ Preliminary,

units,
USCOMM~-DC-9310
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