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2 WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS®

1958 1959
ITEM
Mar, 22 Mar, 29 Mar, 7 Mar, 14 Mar, 21 Mar, 28
Commodity prices, wholesale:

All commoditieSeeeeeesassasccccrsssssassscceees 947-49=10000 | coeescccss *119,7 § ceccacccsa 119.3 119.4 119.3
Farm produCtSeceeecessssescccescssssscsccscesnsssseelOiace |oacacanccs *100,5 | cecscccnes 90.5 90.8 90.3
FOodS, processedeseeccecssscessscsssoccssscsssscscesedOecee |oceccccnns *110e7 | eovecccses 107,2+ 107,2 107.0
All OthereeesessssssscssscsscsssccsssscsssscscscceselOnece |aceccanans %125,7 | cecocccocs 127,7 127.8 127.8

22 commOditieS 2/ceeessssssssescsscssssscssssessssccselOnaae 85.5 85.5 84.3 85,5 86.2 '86.8

Department Store SaleS.ceeecescccccssssscccccscscssssccsedOeass 17 122 118 124 137 | eecocescee

Insured unemployment, 10taleccececsscescscsccscssscesssthous,, 3,511 3,508 *%2,742 ¥%2,656 | ceesecscse | csssesccne
State and UCFE programbeeees eossseeslOiass 3,279 -3,277 2,244 2,165 | ceceecsese | csesecnses

Failures, indusirial and commercial.iceeececsscsecssssssnumber,, 357 327 288 311 292

Finance: .

Currency in circulation 3/ceeecssscescesccccsssoil, of dol,, 30,592 30,524 31,126 31,215 31,287 31,231

Federal Reserve bank credit outstanding, tota! 3/eeceedOee.. 24,638 24,742 26,892 26,976 27,048 27,123

Member bank reserve balances 3/.eese ‘ Y- - YO, 18,930 18,725 18,375 18,421 18,439 18,558
Excess reserves, estimated 3/cceescccccccsscseccesselOnees 598 688 352 510 364 431

Reporting member banks (of F.R.System) in leading cities: 4/ .

Demand deposits, ‘adjustedeesecccssssscccccsesamil, of dol.s 55,243 54,507 56,206 57,665 57,019 | sececences
Time deposits, except U. S. Government..eeeocoseseeedOeess | 26,424 | 26,641 28,313 28,365 28,367 cesee
Loans and investments (adjusted), total.esessoesecesedOiess 90,474 89,813 93,790 94,248 94,728 cesee
U. S. Government obligationSeeccscccccesssscsccacedOnees 28,255 28,108 30,627 30,608 30,296 | cessscesce
Commercial, industrial, and agr. loans (gross)eeeedoeees 30,961 30,947 30,301 30,671 31,215 | ceecescsee
Real-estate loans (gr‘OSS)...‘.....................do.... 8;710 8;734 9’743 9,766 9’788 ®sccscscee

Bond yields, domestic corporate (Moody's) 3/.......percent., 4,04 4,05 4,40 4,40 4.41 4,41

Stock prices, 500 stocks (Stand. & Poor's) 4/...1941-43=10,, 42,09 42,30 56,35 56,35 56,39 55.88
Industrials, 425 sTO0CKSeesesessescscsssssasssssssesedOiees 44,95 45,18 60.06 60,02 60,03 59,48

Production: )

Bituminous coal 3/cceeccccesssssesssssthous, of short tons.. 1,266 1,242 1,286 1,271 1,283 | eeececsces

Electric power, by utilitieSseecessccecsseeemile Of kwo~hr,, 11,756 11,645 12,945 12,996 12,900 | eoeocsccese

Motor vehicles (cars, trucks, coacheS)e.eeeessesssessnumber,, 96,695 111,806 156,981 159, 137 161,289 145,211

Petroleum (crude) and condensate 3/.eeeeeeessthous, of bbl,. 6,263 6,264 7,213 7,155 7,203 | weeoconcee

S16el 5/veccscescscscscesescscssssssesthous, of short. tons,, 1,417 1,366 2,556 2,604 2,631 2,631
Percent Of CBPACiTYeeoessssscsscsciscssccesssssosssacsssce #52,5 #50,6 90,3 92.0 92,9 92,9

Freight carloadings, totalecscsscssscsscscccesthous, of cars,, 533 532 596 595 603 | evescevcns

MisCel |8NeOUS seeessssessssssscsccsssscscssssssssssseelOsees 273 276 324 325 329 | eocevscses

1/ Data do not always cover calendar weeks, 2/ Tuésday prices. 3/ Daily average. 4/ Wednesday data. 5/ Week beginning March 30, 1959:

Production, 2,653 thous. short tons; operating rate, 93,7 percent,
temporary programs (TUC) and under Ex-Servicemen's Unemployment Compensation Act of 1958 (UCX).

*Monthly index for March 1958,

**|ncludes persons reported under
#Based on January |; 1958, annual capac-

ity (140,742,570 tons); not comparable with 1959 rates which are based on January |, 1959, annual capacity (147,633,670 tons).

MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS

1958 1959
ITEM
January February November December January February
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS
Business incorporations:
New incorporations (48 states)eeececccsssscccssccssonumber,, 13,080 10,466 12,090 16,458 r18,765 15,758
COMMODITY PRICES
Consumer price index:

Al) iteMSeeeecacecvessccccoscsccccssccscessssssl947-49=100,, 122,3 122,5 123,9 123,7 123,8 *123,7
APParelececcceccsscssscscessesescssccssscsccssssccsselOsese 106,9 106.8 107.7 107.5 106.7 106,7
FOOUieeeeocesscnnccecosssscssssssceccccccscscscssceslOecas 118,2 118,7 119.4 118,7 119.0 118.2

Dairy productS.ceceeescscsscccssccsccssscssssescesldOess 114.6 114,5 114,5 114.3 14,1 114.0
Fruits and vegetableS.eeeccescesccccscscscssscessedOneas 121.9 124,4 121.1 120, 1 121.,7 121.2
Meats, poultry, and fiSheesceeocacocsssccccssoecsedOeass 110.2 112,0 113.5 113,0 113.8 112,6
HOUSiNQeeosesosoesssnescssccsscccscsscssscrsssecsesselOecas 127.1 127.3 128.0 128.2 128.2 128.5
Y [- TN 115.7 115.9 118.1 118,2 118.2 118.5
HousefurnishingSeeeecescoeseccccescnsescsscssccsealOeaas 104,2 104,9 103.5 103,6 103,2 103,8
ReNteeoesesosccscssccssscscssseccsccsscsee PP (- PP 136.8 137.0 138.4 138,7 138.8 139.0
Medical Care.cssssecesscssssscccccsssssssccccsscscselOnene 141.7 141,9 147.0 147,3 147.6 148.6
Personal CaresseeccicesceccesssssssccesccecccecccceslOnene 127.8 128.0 129, 1 129.0 129.4 129.8
Reading and recreatiONeecececcsccsccsccccscsasssssealOnees 116.6 116.6 117.0 116,9 117.0 117.1
TransportatioNeescesssssssscsccesccsccscccsssscsssseesdOiece 138,7 138.5 144,5 144,3 1441 144,3
Private.iceccssecccscccsccsccscsssescscecccsscccaselOosae 128.4 127.9 133,6 133.3 133,1 133.3
T 1 P P « [« J 182,4 185.4 191.1 191.8 191.8 191.8
Other goods and ServiCeSeecececccccccssccssscsccssscseldOenas 127.0 127.0 127.3 127.3 127.3 127.4

Purchasing power of the dollar as measured by--
Wholesale priCeS.cescccccscsccscccscscsssssccccsssssselOeece 84,1 84,0 83.9 83.9 83,7 *%83,7
Consumer priceSe.cecesccee 81.8 81,6 80.7 80,8 80.8 *%80,8

F INANCE
Life insurance (Institute of Life Insurance):

Assets, all U, S, life insurance companies.....mil, of dol,, 101,961 102,310 106,540 107,419 108,145 | eecscsccsce

Bonds (book value), domestic and foreign...secseeseedOeass 51,885 52,022 54,172 54,302 54,857
Us Se GOVErnMEeNt.cecesessocsscssscssessssasscssseslOeees 7,199 7,214 7,344 7,205 7,485
state, county, municipal (Us SedeeececescsccscscseadOoace 2,428 2,438 2,672 2,685 2,744 | cossvenees
Public uﬂli'ty (U. S.)oo.oooo oo..-doo-.. '40706 '4:728 |5).83 |51247 l5;306 sececcscce
Rai1road (U, SedeecocccscssescssccsssccssscsssessselOocee 3,852 3,852 3,828 3,830 3,817 | sececneens
Industrial and miscellaneous (Us SedescescssccsseedOeans 20,802 20,877 22,043 22,214 22,348 | cececvcccs

P, vised, * Index based on 1935-39=100 is 206,8. ** |ndexes based on
Digitized for F gﬁg_

prices, 48.4.
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continved 3

1958 1959
ITEM
January February November December January February
FINANCE - Continued
Life insurance (Institute of Life insurance) - Continued
Assets, all U, S. life insurance companies - Continued .

Stocks (book value), domestic and foreign....mil. of dol.. 3,013 3,023 3,198 3,359 3,365 | cocececcse
Preferred (Us SedecoccccsccsccccscccsssccasasscaseedOecee 1,623 1,625 1,651 1,646 1,640 | eeeseeacce
Common (Ue SedesvceccccsccscscscsssscrescsocseceesdOecae 1,37t 1,378 1,516 1,678 1,689 | cecesoceee

Mortgage l0aNSeeecececsssessrescccssscsecscscscsssselOoans 35,462 35,587 36,794 37,097 37,211 | cecennacee
NONFarMeeeeseesasessssossssscesscssceccacssacnsaselOneae 32,873 32,990 34,093 34,388 34,500 | ceeseseses

Real estate.esesccescsascsscsoscssocsscscsscacosscseelOoeene 3,143 3,168 3,415 3,349 3,393 | cecsnccess

Policy loans and premium NOteS.ceesessssesesssscsssedOueee 3,905 3,938 4,183 4,204 4,225 | veecovonne

C2SheeescssscesccsscsssscsassoscscssssassassacssnceslOenss 1,201 1,150 1,242 |,365 1,282 seccsccsscs

Other 855€1ScecececececccsscccsccasssccsnsceccsccsseslOecce 3,352 3,422 3,536 3,743 3,812 ececscscse

Payments to policyholders and beneficiaries, estimated
10taleeecerescssccessssssssccecscassessesssmil, Of dol.s 652.5 567.9 536.6 746.2 665.4 | cecenesnee

Death benefitSesesecssecoscssccccsccossssccccessscaslOrace 258, 1 239,7 214.8 264.5 267.8 | cvesescces

Matured endowmentSecesscsscccccssssccscssssssssssnsslOeeae 67.7 58.2 65.4 88.8 65.9 | cececscsse

Disability paymentSeeeeccssesscscscossccossccscsssaeslOoece il.4 9.8 9.2 10.0 It.4

Annuity paymentS.eeeee Y [ 67.1 48,7 46,5 47,2 67.5 | ceenececes
Surrender valuesS..ees ceeceselOsees 1193 1.2 103,7 . 135.8 118.7
Policy dividendS.ececcesscecocccccscscasscsssssscssslOeses 128.9 100.3 97.0 199.9 F 134,1

CHEMICALS AND ALLIED PRODUCTS
Organic chemicals, production:

®eccssscee

Acetic acid (synthetic and natural)eeceececcscssThous, of lb,., 47,517 39,710 r57,311 49,688 58,614
Acetic anhydrideesececsceccscssscccscsscssscscscesssselOeees 80,808 78,233 79,908 92, 145 90,525
Acetylsalicylic acid (aspirin)eecececscecsssecessscccesdOeces 2,144 1,778 1,745 1,530 1,890 | secovscces
Creosote Oilesecssssscccscssssssasssessssssssthous, of gale. 8,506 7,339 8,620 9,081 | 6,917 | ceceoccace
DDTeeecscosacssesscssosscscscssccssassssscessethous, of Ib.. 10,451 10,793 12,387 13,041 12,932 | vevescesss
Ethyl acetate (85%).... ceseseelOsaae 6,281 5,314 9,121 7,189 6,821 | .
Ethylene glyCOleceseevssasscscesssosccscccccecsnsccceelOaae 106,806 94,875 85,493 90,277 97,210 | seeesenees
Formaldehyde (37% HCHO)eeeeeossococcscsscscccssocsecsedOcese 111,467 104,663 135,867 128,716 137,067 | veeccccace
Methanol:
Natural (100%)eccecescscscocessonscesccssssthous, of gal.. 165 167 13 142 158 | ceeseccase
Synthetic (1008).eeas evsecccsseslOuese 18,197 16,965 21,295 22,179 22,832
Phthalic anhydride.eessssssecccsssssscccsccscsthous, of Ib.. 25,436 22,638 28,844 29,571 29,018
Vegetable oils, oilseeds, and byproducts:
Copra: ' .
CONSUMPt iONseesssescccnsssassccsssssasssscscsashort tons.. 31,469 20,334 23,593 23,724 27,400 22,500
STOCKSesesoesssascossecsssssssccsscsssscssssccsssccselOnens 16,721 18,122 11,170 9,071 10,400 4,400
Coconut or copra oil: .
Production, Crude..eecesssscscccesssscscsssssthous, of Ib.. 40,167 25, 146 30,475 30,446 35, 100 28,900
Cottonseed: )
Receipts at MillSceessecccccssscssssThous, of .short tons.. 273 8l 1,2 542 147 87
Consumption (crush)ecececcces [P « [ TR 522 407 599 563 570 468
Stocks at mills, end of MONtheeesesecccsccseccscsoselOnace 1,367 1,042 1,951 1,930 1,507 1,126
Cottonseed cake and meal: .
ProductioNeccecescesscssscscssscoscscscssssssssShort tons.. 238,031 186,389 283,913 267,204 262, 100 214,200
STOCKSeeeeesseesecsccssssssssesssssesncescecsssscssseesldOoeee 241,455 224,694 106,724 78,464 79,600 103,800
Cottonseed oil:
Production, Crude.cecsecesssccccsscnsesscsssthous, of Ib,, 174,440 140, 101 205, 160 189,981 195,800 162,200
F laxseed: 1
Oilmjlls: ConsumptioN.eeecsescescessssssssseThous, of bu.. 1,854 1,942 2,245 2,164 2,279 1,664
StOCKSeeeooesssssssscscssscesoccesscssseedOence 4,719 4,155 5,266 3,879 2,832 2,164
Linseed oil, raw: ’ ’
Productionsesecesescsscsssessecssesscesscesssathous, of Ib,, 35,847 37,788 45,472 43,738 45,500 33,400
Soybeans:
CoNSUMPT iONesescsscssseccccesecsccssssssssssthous, of bu,.. 31,091 27,104 33,530 34,443 36,687 33,967
Stocks, end of MONthecescesscscscossscrccccccsscsssclOuaae 70,010 62,897 107,704 98,610 94,310 86,450
Soybean oil: ]
Production, crudeeeessssscecsssssssscssessesthous, of Ib.. 328,321 288,663 351,240 359,893 385,500 355, 300

Synthetic plastics and resin materials, production:

Cellulose acetate and mixed ester plastics: ’ .
Sheets, rods, and tubesS.ceesesscesccscssesssthous, of Ib., 3,564 3,283 #3,475 #4,238 #4,580
Molding and extrusion materialSccecessescsscccccsseelOneee 6, 138 6,677 #8,542 #8,432 #8,810
Other cellulose plastiCSeecececescescsesccscecssssseelOeese 874 671 # | # #
Nitrocellulose sheets, rods, and tubeSeecececcscsccseedOecse 348 290 227 161 294
Phenolic and other tar acid resinS..eececcccscccccccsetdOneee 38,813 32,500 43,786 44,295 43,028 | ceecencess
Polystyrene.ceeeccescccscccee cesiosoipoccscoccsaclOnaee 41,701 42,216 62,560 61,003 63,558 | eevacccesns
Urea and melaming resinS.ceececscsscicccscscssccssscsetdOeees 25,630 21,871 27,692 26,503 28,182 | sevevccnce
Vinyl resinSececscccescccesccscssccsscsscesccsscsssseelOoees 68,977 58,327 85,649 81,563 83,298 | ceeccceccs
AlKYd resSinSecececececcccsccscccacasscccssscccsccncssedOacee 27,927 25,805 26,262 26,901 228,747 | ceeeencece
ifi I [ Z e 10,340 8,643 10,382 10, 145 10,050 | cecesocesns
Polyester resinSeeecesccces seseccscsncsccselOeccs 7,533 7,910 9,246 10,842 10,737 | eeeecccnce
Polyethylene resinS.ceseesesseccescsssessccscecceccessdos..s 69,522 61,801 78,666 | 83,692 87,329 | cecvcncnse
METALS AND MANUFACTURES
Pig iron, prod, (excl. ferroalloys).....thous, of short tons.. 4,785 4,016 5,907 6,025 6,212 6,147

Fabricated structural steel:

236 294
1) ececsescscsscccsccs 162 186 243 197
g;?:rn:nf:"("e) 317 283 271 267 224 216
Backlog, end of MONtN4eeeoecoscassasssssssssscescaseeslOeces 2,778 2,727 1,839 1,809 1,794 1,864
Furnaces, industrial, new orders, net:
uElectrié processin;...........:..............‘l’hous. of dol.. 701 1,420 77 l,57g ) 8‘% | g;?
Fuel-fired (except for hot rolling steel)ececccecceecsdoesss 1,593 " 3,874 1,88 ) ,

£/ Revised, # Effective May 1958, data for "other cellulose plastics" are combined with sheets, etc, and moiding and extrusion materials.
9329
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4 MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued

1958 1959
ITEM -
January February November December January February
METALS AND MANUFACTURES - Continued

Industrial trucks (electric), shipments:

Hand (MOtOrized).eeecesscecnssccsscssssssscsccsesccnumbers, 515 471 426 429 330 | eceevcscees

Rider—TypPeeceeesaseesssoossscsscsesscsccasscssssessseslOnaes 383 370 238 385 243 | ceseecscen
Industrial trucks and tractors (gasoline-powered), ship-

MENTSeeceosesssoassssasacsonssssiscccssscccssssscoseelOneas 1,305 1,264 1,407 1,501 1,247 | ceeececase

TRANSPORTAT ION EQUIPMENT

Railway equipment, American Railway Car Institute:

Freight cars: ’

Shipments, T0T@leseessasscesccscsccsscsscscasssssnumbers, 7,371 | 5,511 2,256 2,763 1,972 2,506
Equipment manufacturers, 10taleceeecsesoccsccecssdOueas 4,988 3,721 1,319 1,584 1,014 1,677
Railroad and private-line shops, domestiCesessesslOisse 2,383 1,790 937 1,179 958 829

New orders, 10talecesceescsccrcscscccccssscsssceseelOocns 401 287 6,525 3,706 4,328 1,925
Equipment manufacturers, T018l.ceeeessccessssecssdOeass 375 208 4,628 2,004 1,390 1,414
Railroad and private~line shops, domesTiCeseesseedOuses 26 79 1,897 1,702 2,938 511

Unfilled orders, end of month.eecsecseccccssescscseldOeecs 49,370 44,138 28, 167 27,659 29,822 29,240
Equipment manufacturers, total.gesasescsccscccceedOuses 19,797 16,276 7,996 8,467 8,800 8,536
Railroad and private-line shopsj domestiCeseescesdOiens 29,573 27,862 20,171 19,192 21,022 20,704

) 1958 1959
February March December January February March
CONSTRUCTION AND REAL ESTATE
New construction (unadjusted), total.ccescsscceemil, Of dol.. 3,106 3,342 4,024 r3,660 3,475 3,792
Private, totalecesecsccssccacsscacccascsccccscescsceedOseas | 2,270 2,410 2,887 r2,610 2,500 2,698

Residential (nonfarm)...... esssssssccscssoccsslOsces 1,078 1,177 1,605 1,448 1,369 1,530
New dwelling unitSeeeee 810 890 i,260 1,150 1,070 | 1,215
Additions and alterationSeeesccececs 219 239 288 243 245 261

Nonresidential buildings, total 1/.ceececsceccccceslOuaae 705 689 722 660. 638 628
INdustrialeceacecececccasccsssccaccccsscscscessesdOneas 252 235 176 173 167 161
COMMErCidleceasssscescssssssnssscsssasssscscccsceslOaces 258 262 305 268 262 265

Farm constructioNeeeesscesccscascscecsscsecssscsseslOeeae 104 113 100 98 101 1

Public utilitieScieceseessescscccecccscccssssseassaslOeeas 372 419 444 r390 380 416

Public, TotalececcesossccccascescscccossscsccccccecseldOoses 836 932 1,137 1,056 975 1,094

Nonresidential buildingSeseeas PP . [ F 312 350 361 356 322 366
Military facilitieS,ieasceee . eeslOiaae 73 77 110 105 98 105
HighWaYeeeeeeeooososscocsscocscscsscscsscsssccseedOeeas 220 235 350 285 265 295

New construction (seasonally adjusted), totalececececeedOcees 4,004 3,966 4,473 r4,539 4,537 4,544
Private, 10t8leceeccccccccasccscccscases eeelOseses 2,796 2,757 3,049 r3,095 3,120 3,106

Residential (nonfarm)seeeecceccssceces veelOieee 1,435 1,397 1,715 1,787 1,817 1,811

Nonresidential buildings, total 1/ccececcccccoccsselOueas 748 742 716 688 684 682
INdUStrialececcececccssacsscssssssscsccascascsceelOecss 252 240 173 170 167 164
CoMMErcCialesecececacsssssecsccscsscssnsescnssseeselOoees 281 288 305 288 287 293

Farm constructionseecesceccsesseccsccssoscasssacesceelOaeee 134 133 134 130 129 130

Public utilitYeoeeeoocesossscccsssccecanee PO |- S 466 471 467 ra75 . 476 468

Public, totaleseeeacecasscssssccssnsocsccnan eeelOceae 1,208 1,209 1,424 1,444 1,417 1,438

Nonresidential buildingSeeeeceiecsscscaae PP (- e 360 374 . 399 373 391

Military facilitieSieeececeaccascacans PR |- P 96 95 12 130 129 130

HighWaY.eeeoooecoscesseccccsccccccsscosncssosescssseclOoene 458 443 5 559 552 557

r/ Revised. 1/ Except farm and public utility.
usComMM-DC-9329
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