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2 WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS'

1957 1958
1TEM -
Ooct, 19 Oct, 26 Oct. 4 oct. I Oct.. 18 Oct. 25
Commodity prices, wholesale:
All commoditi@S.cesneaceracssoscosesesssasanaes 1947-49=100., *117.8 focecacsosns 118.8 118.8 118.6
P . [ P *91,5 feieenacene 92,1 92,1 91,3
sesecsscane eedOuusse #105.5 f ecocsecsncs 110.3 110,10 109,9
ATl Other.iuceceseecucsassoscesesscsccscesnsssonccaelO0iaas [ancscacnas #1258 Jeeccescoss 126, 1 126, 1 126.0
22 commodities 2/ceeesecsscsscsvscccosassssncasescssselOnces 84.6 84,5 85.6 85.9 86,7 87,0
Department store saleSc.escesscecsssscscsccsscorssrsaosslOuass 138 136 145 147 146 | cececcesss
Insured unemployment, total,, .sothous,, 1,291 1,339 ##),910 #%],868 | coccecocos | sooscecssn
State programs.essecscsscessecssoscessscssssanse eed0..., 1,191 1,234 1,735 1,695 | ..sceccoce | cccceccsas
i?llures, industrial and commercial..cscesesscsssssssonumber,, 258 281 201 271 288 275
narce:
Currency in circulation 3/cececesscessceccsssesil, of dol., 34,191 31,129 31,215 31,352 31,498 31,435
Federal Reserve bank credit outstanding, total 3/.....do.... 25,451 25,407 26,275 26,519 26,925 27,046
Member bank reserve balances 3/cecessssssecsscccscseselOnass 19,068 19,137 18,234 18,318 18,475 - 18,652
Excess reserves, estimated 3/..c0.00000000000s00000000csas 494 563 492 604 515 614
Reporting member banks (of F.R.System) in leading cities: 4/
Demand deposits, adjusted..ce.ceeeescoscccscssmil, of dol.. 54,774 55,383 55,967 55,593 56,135 | essccvcces
Time deposits, except U, S. Government.sceeccescseeelOuees 23,975 23,972 28,262 28,235 28,243 | se0vcccses
Loans and investments (adjusted), total.ececcevceceedOecas 87,292 86,539 93,595 94,080 94,584 | .ccscccoan
U, S. Government obligationS,cecoessecscessosssecedOaass 25,346 25,270 31,431 31,983 32,123 | sevoesesso
Commercial, industrial, and agr., loans (gross)....do.... 32,103 31,807 30,287 30,223 30,446
Real-estate 102ns (grosS)escecescssscssccecocsssssl0ioes 8,759 8,769 9,182 9,220 9,295 | tecceesass
Bond yields, domestic corporate (Moody's) 3/.......percent,, 4,45 4,47 4,43 4,44 4,42 4,41
Stock prices, 500 stocks (Stand, & Poor's) 4/.,.1941-43=10,, 41,33 40,73 49,98 51,06 50.58 51,07
Industrials, 425 STOCKS.esessecvosovcessnssvoscssscslOecse 44,47 43,93 53,51 54,71 54,18 54,70
Production:
Bituminous coal 3/..c.eesvesvnnsssecossthous, of short tons.. 1,635 1,643 1,406 1,453 1,422 | siccovncas
Electric power, by utilitiesS,seceacassccessemil, of kw,~hr,, i1,684 11,787 12,111 12,067 12,048 cescascsse
Passenger cars and trucks (Ward's)... ecosnesesonumber,, 93,244 126,530 48,777 46,712 59,596 87,012
Petroleum (crude) and condensate 3/...secesssthous, of bbli,. 6,747 6,766 7,014 6,874 6,893 | teevesonee
Ste@1l 5/ceeocvescacresssanssssssacssssThous., of short tons.. 2,070 2,052 1,901 i,933 2,003 2,026
Percent of capacity..cccoscsscccccsccoossccscssoavosassoas #80,9 #80.2 70.4 71.6 74.2 75.¢
Freight carloadings, 1Total.eaecescescccssssaaathous, of cars,, 727 704 677 686 696 | eoescccscae
Misce!l |aneouSsccsesscecasecsccsenssssscscnccsssssssnaslOeune 356 347 335 335 343 eeccoessce

1/ Data do not always cover calendar weeks. 2/ Tuesday prices, 3/ Daily average. 4/ Wednesday data, 5/ Week beginning October 27, 1958:
Production, 2,009 thous. short tons; operating rate, 74.4 percent. * Monthly index for October 1957, #*¥* Excludes 562,000 and 510,000 in-
sured unemployed reported under temporary programs (TUC) for October 4 and 11, respectively. # Based on January |, 1957, annual capacity
(133,459, 150 tons); not comparable with 1958 rates which are based on January 1, 1958, annual capacity (140,742,570 tons),

MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS

1957 1958
ITEM
August September June July August September
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS
Business incorporations:
New incorporations (48 States)e.escececsssssssssees number,, 11,361 10,526 11,991 12,454 12,234 12,932
COMMODITY PRICES
Consumer price index:

ALl TtemS.oco00acccossssscscsssssccseavoscssasscs ! 947-49=100,. 121.0 121, 123.7 123.9 123,7 *123,7
APParel.cecosessecsanscssasceeusscssscsescsccscesceaceedOevee 106.6 107.3 106,7 106,7 106.6 107.1
FOOUuoesnsssesacsnsasssucsosecosecscscssssssssescesslOeeas 117.9 117.0 121.6 121.7 120,7 120,3

Dairy productS.eeececcccsevscs PP [ P 11,5 13,1 1.7 12,4 113.0 114,10
Fruits and vegetables..cecees esel0cacs 121.3 114,8 134.3 131,9 124.9 120,7
Meats, poultry, and fiSheieeecescsesaorensacvscssealOcese 1.9 110,3 118.3 119.2 117.7 115.8
HOUSTNG.vceescssasssssessccasscssccecccacsscsscacneelOiaas 125,7 126.3 127.8 127.7 27,9 127.9
Gas and electricity... ceseeelOuuae 13,3 113.7 116.9 117.0 117.5 118,0
HousefurnishingSeecees eececelOoees 103,9 104.8 104, 1 104,0 103.3 103,6
ReNT.vecoeassscoscoessesscsssossencossssscassecsesslOeane 135.4 135.7 137.7 137.8 138,11 138,2
Medical Car€.eesessccosesssessscssoccsssvessccsssocsdOneae 138,6 139,0 143,9 144.6 145.0 146, 1
Personal Care.eccoescsesscscscecsssssscsccossasssesslOoces 124.9 125, 1 128.6 128,9 128,9 128,7
Reading 8nd recreation.eeeesessssseccssscsccscsosseedOccee 112,6 113.3 116.7 116,6 116,7 116,6
TransportationcececcscesssceccesssescsoscacescncsseslOnasne 135.9 135.9 138,9 140.3 141.0 141.3
Private.seescsccssccesssscccecoseccssssscesesacssslOunae 125,6 125.5 128.0 129,3 130, 1 130.4
PUD I iCesesessnconsencaresssacossossscosscccescsosslOecca 180,6 81,1 187.7 189.5 189.5 189.8
Other goods and ServiCeS.,ecsesssccsscsessescccoeccsedOeens 126,7 126,7 127.2 127.2 127.1 127.1

Purchasing power of the dollar as measured by--
Wholesale priCeS.ceeescesscscsccssscssscessnceal947-49=100,, 84.5 84,7 83.9 83,9 84,0 *%84,0
CoNSUMEr PriCeSecessesecvscveconcsesscssssssccsssaccnsalOecae 82,6 82,6 80.8 80,7 80.8 *%80,8

DOMESTIC TRADE
Magazine advertising:

Cost, 10T2leeeccescccorecccsnsesssssccecsceeasthous, of dol.. 45,501 68,708 58,303 39,145 40,625 61,224
Appare! and acCeSSOrieS..cesccescvssceccesececcsscaslOoass 4,403 7,716 2,859 770 4,165 7,450
Automotive, including accessorieS.esocceeccessecseosd0ueea 3,457 3,143 5,201 3,741 3,047 2,742
Building materialS.cevcoeesesesccceccossscececscesselOcnse 1,748 3,801 3,171 1,625 1,417 3,478
Drugs and 10i letrieSeeceecoacesccccesscscccscossansodOinas 5,560 7,064 7,231 5,820 4,893 5,826
Foods, soft drinks, confectionery.cececcscceccecescsedOoese 5,410 7,354 7,939 5,777 5,360 6,879

Digitized for FRAREER based on 1935-39=100 is 206.8. ** Indexes based on 1935-39=100 are as follows: Measured by--wholesale prices, 44,0; consumer
http://fraser priteesicd8eds/
Federal Reser¥¥Bank of St. Louis
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continved 3

1957 1958
ITEM 0
August September June July August September
DOMESTIC TRADE - Continued
Magazine advertising - Continued

Cost - Continued
Beer, wine, 1iQUOrsS..ecececscsssssssssccssasthous, of dol,, 2,318 3,320 3,444 2,507 2,143 3,166
Household equip,, supplies, furnishings..cceeevcseeedOua., 2,558 5,704 4,761 2,378 2,065 4,446
Industrial materials,,eeosescesscscocces esesscelOncce 4,319 5,921 4,011 2,686 2,292 3,916
S02ps, cleansers, e¥CuecsccescscccsosscassssascososselOeans 484 781 674 521 | 478 972
Smoking materials..cecesececacsescscssccccscsasssssedOesce 1,551 1,851 2,026 1,610 1,791 2,561

Linage, 10taliecesecccescccssnscssrsrccecessathous, of lines,, 4,483 5,466 3,615 3,172 4,032 4,990

F INANCE
Agricultural loans and discounts outstanding of agencies
supervised by the Farm Credit Adm,:

Totalscecseescsocssssssasssssscssccsccnssensassmil, Of dolss 3,345 3,354 3,670 3,725 3,766 3,784
Farm mortgage loans: Federal land bankS..cecescsecedOisss 1,887 t,896 1,989 2,002 2,017 2,036
Loans to cooperatives.ececscscccsssccscacsccssussscolOeacs 420 430 408 425 453 473
Other loans and diSCOUNtS.eesosescosassssascsanranssedOusss 1,038 1,027 1,273 1,298 1,295 1,275

Federal Government finance:

Receipts, T0t@lceecccsssossccsscscasccccns eeseesslOiaas 6,475 8,109 pil,905 3,624 6,280 8,ii9
Receipts, NetecocecssccoccncscssssscccscsscasccecedOneae 5,128 7,225 p10,751 2,946 4,838 7,208
CUSTOMS e csaccesscascsccssssnssassscacscscssscsnsssssolOesss 65 65 p66 72 67 75
Individual 1nCOmMe T2X6SeeeesecsescsssessscscscsssnsoslOeeas 3,806 3,986 p3,665 1,453 3,599 3,909
Corporation income and profits taxeS....ceec0es0v000d00ses 355 2,304 p5,906 479 316 2,267

Emp loyment 12XeSieeeecescavescsnssssvcscsccsccrcseeslOorce 1,003 540 p8i8 355 1,105 549
Other internal revenue and receiptS.,cuceecsscosseeesl0uasoe 1,245 1,214 pl,451 1,265 1,193 1,320

EXpenditureS.cessescccsccscsccscossccosasscascsscncsssedOuane 5,930 5,667 p6,58! 6,613 6,198 6,633
Interest on public debt, . 628 630 p619 642 574 578
All other expenditureS.ceececcscoscssccscsccssssssselOusne 5,302 5,037 p5,962 5,971 5,624 6,056

tife insurance written (new paid-for insurance):

Value, estimated T0tal.vecceccacoscsosacecocscccsoscealOuses 5,063 4,689 5,162 5,196 5,086 5,056
Group and wholesale...eseceecscscssssscesnsscscescesdOuens 779 685 780 633 869 666
INdUSTrial.ceccccasassssoscsasveonsasccosovecscnuessldOsusns 556 | 555 559 530 548 557
Ordinary,sesseseccsccssconcesassscsnssassasscssncscsdOenes 3,728 3,449 3,823 4,033 3,669 3,833

TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS
Operations on scheduled airlines:

Miles floWn, roOVeNUG..eseceessscsccssnanscsssassssthousands,, 63,562 60,707 62,151 64,015 64,195 | teevcecaes

Express and freight ton-miles floWn.eesssceesececenssslOsoss 23,651 23,007 22,660 22,821 28,224 | s4cencacen

Mail ton-miles floWn..eveesvssesssessavecessoreessoeseslOuase 7,749 7,219 8,038 8,277 8,099 | t.evuernne

Passengers originated, revenue, [P « [« S 3,741 3,445 3,575 3,454 3,662 eecscecase

Passenger-miles flown, revenu@....ceeeceescesssss Millions,, 2,349 2,100 2,280 2,236 2,381 | eecvascces

CHEMICALS AND ALLIED PRODUCTS
Organic chemicals, production:

Acetic acid (synthetic and natural).eeescess.othous, of Ib,. 51,726 50,725 47,906 48,148 50,791 | seeevenees

Acetic anhydride...eveseecssasccsscscesscssasocssssensdOu.as 76,886 81,027 89,871 80,769 86,445 | seeecrnnan

Acetylsalicylic acid (aspirin).cecesescssscsccccocassslOuans 1,240 1,569 1,695 1,602 1,372 | wevencanes

Creosote Ol lesecessveccvesssscccsansnsssnaessThous, of gal., 10,895 9,812 9,354 8,471 9,154 | s.eieenenon

DDTecvssoseecosnncssssacansanscsscnsssssassssathous, of Ib., 9,306 9,193 12,173 12,722 HL197 | sevevnanes

Ethyl acetate (85%).cecaccevsrvescscncsscrsosresscscseslOsase 7,416 6,938 6,548 6,872 8,552 | seecennanas

Ethylene glycOl.icesssseescssavsavsscnsescocssnvcesssscelOuiuse 109, 117 105,236 88,210 99, 151 88,983 | ceevsvcssns

Formaldehyde (37% HCHO)¢seocecsescossssosscssesscscsesslOuese 103,324 105,068 108,888 87,472 117,207 | cecccccnce

Methanol:

Natural (100%).ceecsceccsssccnscossccasesssthous, of gal.. 165 101 175 153 149 | ceevvenecs

Synthetic (100%),.cceaccescccssssccosccscssccsssessslOuces 18,000 16,488 16,092 17,034 18,268 | .ievaenaas

Phthalic anhydride.ceseecesscscescoscsssasasrathous, of Ib,, 24,240 29,653 23,426 24,107 21,830 | seecccsnes
Syanthetic plastics and resin materials, production:

Cellulose acetate and mixed ester plastics:

Sheets, rods, and tubeS.ececsvacsesccsssasasthous, of ib,, 3,580 4,186 *4,043 *3,497 %3,549 | ceeeccenne
Molding and extrusion materialS.ceeeccessccrcccsscseldOsaes 7,200 9,098 *6,176 r*6,911 *#8,734 | suescesens

Nitrocellulose sheets, rods, and tubes,,... vessel0.qus 318 281 231 205 229 | vevevscses

Phenolic and other tar acid resinS.esececescssvesccoesd0ians 37,043 37,406 31,176 28,476 34,270 | cocevsencs

POlYSTYreNn8scasescscesescssccssccssssosvasncososescsssslOnsue 46,520 48,496 47,513 40,988 47,199 sesssevene

Urea and melamine resinScesccccscscceccosssscossesccosedOosss 23,597 23,486 21,049 17,940 25,128 | sieenseese

VINnY! resinS.cececceccoscscvsvsccsssccncocsssssvacvsceedOuioe 72,263 72,238 57,986 r53,747 68,492 | ciececonce

AIKYd resinS.ensecsesssssssssccssscccsscscsocssonsenresdOneas 29,228 29,993 29,677 28,552 28,302 | seeoernane

Rosin modificationS.,cecescccscosssscnoccnassssssscceedooias 10,048 10,442 9,238 8,876 11,056 | seeeecenen

Polyester resinScesiees sesscsvecee 7,336 6,664 10,743 8,962 7,830 | eeevesceon

Polyethylene rasinS...................................do.... 58,349 60, 184 68,068 70,035 68,064 | vieeeevsee

LEATHER AND PRODUCTS
Leather production:

Calf and Who!e KiPeeesssesssacsscsscssansssthous, of skins., 818 686 687 542 643

Cattle hide and side Kip.ee..oss.sthous, of hides and kips.. 2,261 2,026 1,892 ri,652 I,975 csssscssse

Goot 2Nd Kiduseeooscacacssaccncsessnsssesssethous, of skins,, 1,801 1,715 1,682 1,808 2105 | seevevneve

Sheop and 1aMbeececsseesssssscsessscsssscscccsassssseelbanns 2,208 1,996 2,114 1,908 2,377 eessosoens

METALS AND MANUFACTURES
Castings, gray iron:

Orders, unfilled, for sale...ceesessseathous, of short tons,, 826 805 573 580 614 | ceeevesece

Shipments, tot2@lecacsesscvcecasoissasscssncesaseccseeedOnene 1,076 990 868 792 r802 | .oecesveos
FOr Sal@.see0eceascssoscsvscscssescaccrscscssoscsceedOnaee 597 563 542 466 514 | tievecasnee

r/ Revised, p/ Preliminary, * Effective May 1958, data for “other cellulose plastics" are combined with sheets, etc,, and molding and

o extrusion materials,
Digitized for Figf49ER

http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
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4 MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued

1957 1958
ITEM
August September June July August September
METALS AND MANUFACTURES - Continued
Castings, mallieable iron:

Orders, unfilled, for sa@le@.scecoccconcosssacsosoShort fons., 84,876 83,385 48,260 58,340 55,145 0000060000

Shipmen‘l’s, Totalecsocvooscoscsoscossoncocccocecs00900000ssss 65,426 62,457 51,882 41,865 49,252 seoesesaco
For sale.seococoe0000a00000000000s00000000060a0s0000a00c000 39,644 38,397 31,077 24,479 29,414 | cccoscceco

Castings, steel:

Shipments, total.ccsccococosccssosocossccscsscsscssssalOecas 145,926 139,002 92,861 68,802 780,886 | cscoccocos

For sale, TotalossscccacscooaosssocoscccosscscsssssalOoonas 111,080 105,611 71,624 48,618 59,816 | coscsssces
Ral lway specialties...ccosec0c00000000000000880000a0000ss 33,641 29,718 14,185 5,400 8,021 | soccoccas
Fabricated structural steel:

Orders, new (net)ecocosnsoocscessenssaethous, of short tons,. i84 221 287 331 226 256

Shipments.cecceacosoncassoosscocsnsescsssscsssasasssacalOioas 384 339 329 291 298 314

Backlog, end of month, cocccoscoscoocncssscsccccsscssalOusos 3,707 3,521 2,191 2,220 2,119 2,047
0} burners:

Shipments.cec.oocooooscscssoencosscsccssscscosessssshUmMbEr,, 65,606 72,554 48,403 45,047 58,921

Stocks, end of monthi.c.ceesvcscesvccoassssasosscsscsolOeass 61,761 50, 305 52,485 47,782 41,968
Stoves and ranges, domestic cooking, excluding electrical:

Shipments, total..ceccossocevscscccaccocssssascaasasnumbersy, 179,375 183,666 142,554 122,010 148,303 | cocsceenss
Coal and WoOd.seoss00e0esscccscossosssosoosccenssaoalOoncs 4,497 5,451 3,648 3,668 4,489 | cesceccnss
Gas (including bungalow and combination).eeseccosoeedOsons 165,600 171,121 133,660 113,362 | 136,936 | ccoceascee
Kerosene, gasoline, and fuel Oil,.ooes00ccccsccsccselOusos 9,278 7,094 5,246 4,980 6,878 | ccocessces

Stoves, domestic heating, shipments, total...ecceecccacel0scss 309, 123 327,768 145,234 202,594 263,185 | seooscecoe

Coal and WoOd,ee000ccc0sosocoacsconosssssscoososessssslOesos 38,676 43,344 17,334 24,720 35,013

GBS, sccse0es000000000600vacnsvcsoosbssnsossssssssavssedOecee 199,389 219,443 98,481 131,441 175,457

Kerosene, gasoline, and fuel Oil.coceccccecccscacsosesl0uoss 71,058 64,981 29,419 46,433 52,715
Warm-air furnaces, shipments, total.cccccscsecsscsssccceadOecan 121,584 149,179 98,608 94,064 124,199 | ceocccesss

GaS.ec00000000s0000000060s6000808s00000s00000s0s0009s0000c000 71,874 88,628 69,800 65,254 85,356 | cocscsecce

OF lesooscesscascscscacacssccocooossosssvsoccasaosasceslOescs 37,896 45,498 26,044 25,941 34,911 | cecesvaces

Solid fuelsuceescosconssscsoacocsaccssscascssonssossealOuoco 4,986 6,671 2,764 2,869 3,932 | cvesosasos
Water heaters, gas, shipmentS..ccescesceccccsesecsssacesdOeass 205,503 210,669 226,886 217,383 211,634 | seve0eence
Furnaces, industrial, new orders, net:

Electric processingescocsocsocoossssoasassooosthous, of dol,, 894 727 979 1,217 1,177 i,119

Fuel=fired (except for hot rolling steel)..ccosccsce00d0ecen 2,673 1,229 1,344 3,578 2,010 771
Machine tools (metal-cutting and metal-forming): )

New orders (net), total,,cecccecocs00s00000000oMile Of dol., 52,90 36,75 32.10 26,55 r28,30 p28,00

DomestiCescsassosssoacsvscecoscossssccssscoosssccsssalOoaoa 48,15 31,90 24,30 21,95 23.20 p24.45

Shipments, total.csccescssccscssocccssssssassaconscacolOsons 78.30 82,05 45,50 29,70 29,80 p35.10
DomestiCisosecvscscsssoosssosacoassoscssnsasaccsascalOease 71.50 72,70 38.90 24,50 24,95 p29.90

Estimated back10Gecascoaoascsssosovccossscsssscecsssmonths,, 3.8 3.5 2.5 2.7 2,8 p2.9
Pumps, steam, power, centrifugal and rotary:

Orders, NEW.eceeoeccosossssessesssscssscsssesThous, of dol,, 6,982 6,177 5,467 5,088 5,663 | cosesceses
Ranges (incl, built-ins), dom, and export sales..,.thousands.. 85.8 124.8 116.8 98,5 81.0 122.3
Vacuum cleaners, standard type, sales billedesecccscooseldOsase 241.,2 302.9 253,10 263.8 280.2 299.6
Washers, sales billed (domestic and export) 1/ccececcssalOuess 334,3 392,7 288.8 277.3 326.8 423,1

TEXTILE PRODUCTS
Rayon and acetate:

Production:

Filament yarn,,.coevecsoscscoovoocscscsscsasooMile Of Ibas 54,2 53.9 47,3 52,0 53,6 56.4
Staple (incl, tow) 2/..cccesvvccccssvcsssicsssncesosl0usae 38.0 38.9 22.6 26.5 26,7 28.1

Stocks, producers', end of month, total 2/.0cec0ev0e00d00aea 122.6 1211 118,6 117.8 1.5 108,9
Filament Yarn..ceeeccs0essecsssccoscsscncsovocssscasolOoass 69.6 68.8 67,3 66.0 61.3 60,6
Staple (incl. ToW) 2/icvesosoncsscasscasosscsssssonalOniss 53. 52.3 51.3 51.8 50.2 48.3

£/ Revised,
tember 1958,

1958 Survey of Current Business.
USCOMM-DC-9149

p/ Preliminary,

UNITED STATES
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE
DIVISION OF PUBLIC DOCUMENTS
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
OFFICIAL BUSINESS

FIRST CLASS

WEEKLY SUPPLEMENT
SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

1/ Data exclude sales of combination washer-dryer units; sales of such types totaled 19,800 units in Sep-
2/ Data beginning June 1958 exclude figures for acetate staple plus tow; see note at the bottom of p, S-39 of the October
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