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2 WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS'

1957 1958
ITEM T*
Sept. 14 Sept. 21 Aug. 30 Sept. 6 \ Sept. 1344[ Sept. 20
Commodity prices, wholesale:
All commOdiTieSeecoccocacssccssascssssscscnnces!947-49=10000 | cevecnnnae *118.0 coessesses 118.8 1190 119.0
Farm producCtSceecscessccsceccsacecsscssssscsossscscassdOcsce| covececcas #91,0 § cecvceccan 92.6 93,3 93,0
Foods, processed.ccececesscescsescsccsssccassscscceelOeces| svessannes *¥106.5 | cocvcocecs 110,2 110,8 (AR
All OthereeescececosoesscocsssccsosscscsssssosanssesdOecce| ceeocennce *126.0 ssscsssccs 126.1 126.1 126.0
22 commodities 2/... 87.9 87.4 86,2 86.2 86,2 | 86,1
Department store sales..... 140 135 149 123 145 | ceeeccvces
Insured unemp loyment, 10T@leeecssesscssesssescccsccssssthous,. 1,245 1,254 *%2,250 #%2,202 | sesecseces | cvescessos

State programS.ceceecsscccscccssscsscscesssscsccncssseslOnaas I, 149 1,162 2,055 2,010 | cacecceace | ccccsscces
Failures, industrial and commerci@leceeecesoessssssssssniimbeor,, 237 287 246 191 256 262
Finance:

Currency in circulation 3/.cceeeescsccecsceessemil, of dol.. 31,256 31,184 31,249 31,379 31,433 31,393

Federal Reserve bank credit outstanding, total 3/.....00.... 25,408 25,719 26,417 26,638 26,661 26,644

Member bank reserve balances 3/.ccccccsscccsccccsscccelOesss 18,876 19, 108 18,526 18,446 18,479 18,572
Excess reserves, estimated 3/.c.ceeccccccccccccscessedOnssn 575 624 591 589 655 687

Reporting member banks (of F.R,System) in leading cities: 4/

Demand deposits, adjustedccccccccscccccscccsemil, of dol.. 55,671 55,094 55,844 55,509 56,719 | ccecesnces
Time deposits, except U, S. Government..eeeccescccesd0ccas 23,745 23,763 28,406 28,423 28,563 | ceecescase
Loans and investments (adjusted), total.. Y. I PO 86,581 87,052 94,327 94,298 94,703 | seeececcce
Us S. Government obDiigationScecsceccescesscccsscaalOcene 24,762 24,747 32,902 32,674 32,664 | .. aeese
Commercial, industrial, and agr. 10ans (gross)....d0.... 32,279 32,603 29,901 29,885 30,084 | ceecececee
Real-estate 10ans (gross)ecescecsccscccocsccscssesdOuase 8,708 8,718 9,067 9,074 9,100 | cececscens

Bond yields, domestic corporate (Moody's) 3/.......percent.. 4,42 4,44 4,25 4,33 4,38 4,41

Stock prices, 500 stocks (Stand., & Poor's) 4/...1941-43=10,. 44,26 44,69 47.91 48,18 48,31 49,33
Industrials, 425 s5t0CKS.ecececcecscosossccccccscccealOaccs 47,83 48,29 51.25 51,53 51,68 52,84

Production:

Bituminous coal 3/ceececceccsescseacessthous, of short tons.. 1,682 1,678 1,382 1,404 1,391 coessscese

Electric power, by utilitieSciseeccsscccesscemil, Of kw,=hr.. 11,947 11,991 12,272 12,025 12,248 evesccscss

Passenger cars and trucks (Ward's).seeescecccesecssonumber,, 102,593 65,806 25,581 16,500 30,948 51,260

Petroleum (crude) and condensate 3/ceeeesesoothous, of bbl.. 6,821 6,840 6,863 7,060 7,009 | ceesccsces

Steel 5/cececcocsccscccccccencacccssssthous, of short tons.. 2,097 2,101 1,715 1,666 1,780 1,771
Percent of CapaCityeeesccecsreccsccsscaccsccssaccocsscnnee #81.9 #82, 1 63.5 61,7 65,9 65,6

Freight carioadings, T0tal.ceeccesesssccessssethous, of cars.. 741 725 645 563 666

MiSCellaneouUS,ceesesscsscssscccecscascscscsccsscssssselOeces 353 348 317 275 326

1/ Data do not always cover calendar weeks, 2/ Tuesday prices, 3/ Daily average, 4/ Wednesday data. 5/ Week beginning September 22,
1958: Production, 1,793 thous. short tons; operating rate, 66.4 percent. * Monthly index for September 1957, #** Excludes 658,000 and
655,000 insured unemployed reported under temporary programs (TUC) for August 30 and September 6, respectively, # Based on January |, 1957,
annual capacity (133,459,150 tons); not comparable with 1958 rates which are based on January |, 1958, annual capacity (140,742,570 tons).

MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS

1957 1958
ITEM
July August May June July August
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS
Industrial and commercial failures:

Fallures, totalecsecescccccccccssscccssccccecccecessssnumber,, 1,059 1,145 1,341 1,260 1,253 1,127
Commercial ServiCeeeececesssccsscsccsccoccsscssccseslOeaes 8l 9l 108 99 99 106
ConstructioneeecceccesscescscscssccescsescoscsssssesesdOecas 153 165 207 161 181 158
Manufacturing and miningecccccecsscsccocccsccccccscedOoeee 181 204 242 235 255 206
Retail tradescecscccecccscscccscscsscscsccscscscccseslOecee 570 588 659 640 613 549 °
Wholesale tradeccecccecccocssscsccscsscscosscacccseelOneae 74 ‘97 125 i25 105 108

Liabilities (current), totaliceseccceccssesssthous, of dol.. 44,299 43,514 56,246 61,445 65,375 50,765
Commercial ServiCesssessesscssecscoccsscsssocsecsccsdOoees 5,024 2,331 3,812 7,719 4,164 3,126
ConSTrUCtioNisesescesasesssasesssscescccsccssccscscselOiess 7,629 10,426 10,771 7,39 13,966 8,687
Manufacturing and miningeecceccessccccscccscacccsceesdOucce 14,039 12,847 17,912 18,959 22,673 15,742
Retail 1radeeeecescsscesececccccesasscessscscscccsesdOesee 12,715 14,752 18,279 21,692 i8,784 14,347
Wholesale 1radessscescsscccaccsssccscssscccccssssseedOecas 4,892 3,158 5,472 5,685 5,788 8,863

COMMODITY PRICES
Consumer price index:

All 14eMSeceecscsscccccsscsssssassssvscscnsssssl947-49=100.. 120.8 i21.,0 123,6 123,7 23,9 *123,7
Apparel.scceccsccseccsscesccscsssasscssccssccccsocesldOeces 106.5 106.6 106,7 106,7 106,7 106.6
FOOUsaeeasscocoasooscsnsccoscsscscsssssscsccssccescelOccce 117.4 117.9 121.6 121.6 121.7 120,7

Dairy produCtSececesececccscscsccsscsscscsscesscsclOocee i10.,5 1.5, 111.8 1.7 112.4 113.0
Fruits and vegetableS.ceecessssssscccccesecscascselOuane 126.9 121.3 137.4 |. 134,3 131.9 124.9
Meats, pouliry, and fisheeecesocesccsccccecccnnceelOecns 109,5 11,9 116,6 118.,3 119.2 117.7
HOUSiNQeeoeacessscscsseccssscssacescsscccssccsasecealOcces 125.5 125,7 127.8 127.8 127.7 127,.9
Gas and eleciricityeesceccse evseecscesssseelOsecs 112.3 i13.3 116,5 116,9 17,0 117.5
HousefurnishingS.cesecesecse PP P « [+ PPN 104, 1 103.9 104.0 104, 1 104.0 103.3
ReNtececeescseseccovsssscesoscsecesssccccccnccseaelNeces 135,2 135.4 137.5 137.7 i37.8 138, 1
Medical Care.esecescssssesscscesscasscccccncsscassseelOocee 138.4 138.6 143,7 143,9 144,6 145,0
Personal Care..ccceecsesscsssccccsccsscessscccccscsaldOeeae 124.7 124,9 128.5 128,.6 128.9 i28.9
Reading and recreation.cceeeccssececsscccscssescscsalOcees 112.4 112.6 116,6 116,7 116.6 116.7
TransportatioNeecsseccsscscscncecosesectccesscscscsesdOocne 135.8 135.9 138,7 138.9 140,3 141.0
Privateseccscescccsscsass seeccsvese P - - PP 125.6 125,6 128.0 128.0 129,3 130.!
PUb!iCocsesaccessonsossssssscnscssecascs 02000 ee 180.2 180.6 186, 1 187.7 189.5 189,5
[Ngiﬂzedfor[:Rfﬂiﬁﬁt goods and ServiCeS,.eeveessssssssscosevsossoealOoues 126.6 126,7 127.2 127.2 127.2 127.1

http://fraser.stl@Uiaidex Gaded on §935-39=100 is 206.8.
Federal Reser9éMank of St. Louis



MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued 3

1957 1958
ITEM
July August May June July August
COMMODITY PRICES - Continued
Purchasing power of the dollar as measured by--
Wholesale priceS.eeecesecececcccccscssssasssss 947-49=100,, 84,6 84,5 83,7 83.9 83,9 *84,0
Consumer PriCeSceecessccscsccssecsccsscsssssccscscsscssslOncas 82,8 82,6 80,9 80.8 80,7 *80.8
CONSTRUCTION AND REAL ESTATE
Highway concrete pavement contract awards: |/

TOtaleeeesecsoeessascacccncasscsssersneesthous, of sq, yd.. 8,896 5,292 11,637 11,045 17,842 11,173
AIrPOrtS.ceeeceseessccessncassasscssaccascassesassedOrias 845 336 3,685 2,475 6,631 1,256
ROGUS.cseecsssessscscosescsossscccccssscessccscseeelOieae 4,581 2,497 4,261 5,633 7,475 6,520
Streets and alleyS.eeesececsscccscccasscenssansaceedonas, 3,471 2,459 3,691 2,938 3,737 3,398

DOMESTIC TRADE
Television advertising:

Cost of facilities, Total.cceccccsccssecsssssthous, of dol.. 38,760 38,849 47,918 43,769 41,059 | cevececces
Automotive, including accessOrieS.eeecsccssscoccceesdOnaas 3,711 3,774 5,162 4,068 2,979 | tececvcene
Drugs and toiletrieSeceecccccscscscccssssssscccssesaslOocas i1,749 i1,683 i2,103 11,772 12,526
Foods, soft drinks, confectionery.eeeececccceccsccselOones 7,541 7,54\ 9,633 9,093 9,045
Soaps, cleansers, €1CeseecccssesssssccscccsccsscoeedOneee 5,720 5,523 5,696 4,706 4,378 | ceeevccesce
Smoking materi@iS.eeececcccccscscssscevsccrcscassceelOnees 3,899 4,366 4,981 4,808 4,550 | ceeencenss

Magazine advertising:

Cost, 10taleeeecssacaccossscccoccccssoscsscosscsacseelOnaas 42,969 45,501 66,070 58,303 39, 145 40,625
Appare!l and BcCesSSOri@S.eeecessccscsecccssssssccecesdOncns 884 4,403 5,033 2,859 770 4,165
Automotive, including accessories., PP « [« 3,888 3,457 5,861 5,201 3,741 3,047
Building materialS.cececccscccces esecscecsedOcsas 1,417 1,748 3,894 3,171 1,625 1,417
Drugs and toileirieSiecesccccaccecssccscsccoescessedOneae 5,836 5,560 6,618 7,231 5,820 4,893
Foods, soft drinks, confectioneryeeeceeccsssscscssesldOoese 6,594 5,410 6,713 7,939 5,777 5,360
Beer, wine, 11QUOrS.eeeccscccsscesssceoscessccssasesdOess 2,623 2,318 3,215 | . 3,444 2,507 2,143
Household equipment and suppli€S.cececcssessccsccsssdOeaae 1,651 1,146 3,614 2,795 1,622 978
Household furnishingSeeeeecececascccecscecscsccsccsdOoeas 1,087 1,412 2,926 1,966 756 1,087
Industrial materialS.cecececacescscsssccscsscsseceslOnees 4,118 4,319 5,042 4,011 2,686 2,292
Soaps, cleansers, etc.. 664 484 1,003 674 521 478
Smoking materialS.cecesceeccecrcecccsccccsscccccsseedOnees i,425 1,551 1,786 2,026 1,610 1,791

F INANCE
Bank debits, total (344 centers)eececcessccccecesMil, of dol., 200,559 190,539 ri95,127 r219,476 206,521 185,842
New YOrk CitYeeseocccecsssacccccccscscscscccacesscseedOncss 74,509 68,409 77,315 95,473 82,214 68,620
6 Other CentersS.ceececssessessscsssscescesssscasccscsedOneas 41,711 40, 194 38,645 41,228 40,701 37,942
Life insurance written (new paid-for insurance):

Value, estimated tot@lececescsccsescsscsecssaail. of dol., 5,385 5,063 5,462 5,162 5,196 5,086
Group and wholesale..eecesscosccance eceselO0cane I, 106 779 999 780 633 869
IndustridloceccsscccoccsssscsocososssssccccccsscssedOoecs 540 556 595 559 530 548
OFdiNaryeeeescoessscecsesccssaccoasscessccsscssssesdOoace 3,739 3,728 3,868 3,823 4,033 3,669

Turnover of demand deposits except interbank and U. S,
Government, annual rate:

NeW YOrK CitYeeseecocsesescsssrratio of debits to deposits.. 49,5 44,7 51.2 |- 65,7 54,8 46.4

6 Other CentersS.ceccscsssscscsscccscssscscsceccssescedOncss 30.6 28,5 28,2 25 p29.9 p27.4

337 other reporting CenterSececececccccsccsssccssscessdOnene 23.6 22,1 22,0 23.8 p22.9 p21.7

CHEMICALS AND ALLIED PRODUCTS
Organic chemicals, production:

Acetic acid (synthetic and natural).ceeesscoethous, of 1b,, 45,643 51,726 44,279 47,906 48,148 | vececccses

Acetic anhydrideeececssccesccsssseccssscssccaccsssceeslOneas 67,140 76,886 76,586 89,871 80,769 | cecvcecees

Acetylsalicylic acid (aspirin).eecscccscccccoccccceeceadOseas 943 1,240 1,759 1,695 1,602 | ceeescccee

Creosote Olleseecesacacsscscscscsccsssencssesthous, of gal,, 9,171 10,895 8,634 9,354 8,471 | tevecccces

DDTeseccscecossscscscsccscsescsassesvsssssseathous, of Ib,. 11,058 9,306 12,185 12,173 12,722 | cevenecens

Ethyl acetate (85%).... eeeseeecalOnene 8,038 7,416 5,764 r6,548 6,872 | cecccncces

Ethylene glyCOleeseesoesssccccscssccsscvcsccasssccacesldOncee 106, 183 109,117 89,542 88,210 99, 151

Formaldehyde (378 HCHO)eeeeococcscsccsccocscscssccscselOnces 93,383 103,324 103,721 108,888 87,472

Methanol :

NaTural (1008)eecesscccsccssssssccssscassesthous, of gal., 186 165 195 175 153 | eeoecscess

Synthetic (100%)ceceecsssccocscoccccocssccocsccsacedOness 16,692 18,000 19,162 16,092 17,034 | ceeecccoses

Phthalic anhydridesseecsescsoscssscesssssssessthous, of Ib., 27,400 24,240 23,904 23,426 24,107 cscsscssee
Synthetic plastics and resin materials, production:

Cellulose acetate and mixed ester plastics:

Sheets, rods, and tubeS.eeesseesssscessssssthous, of lb,, 2,872 3,580 **3, 637 **4,043 #%3,497 | cecevesens
Molding and extrusion materialS.cecesscsccccscceesclOneas 6,621 7,200 *%6,874 *%6, 176 **6,909

Nitrocellulose sheets, rods, and TubeS..eeseccccescsedOnese 233 318 246 231 205

Phenolic .and other tar acid resinS.eeecccccccscoccsecdOucee 32,607 37,043 30,249 31,176 28,476 | ceescccses

POlYSTYrenCeceeesacessccssccsssscssscossisssccsscsssslOoace 38,889 46,520 48,515 47,513 40,988 | seceeccene

Urea and melamine resinSseieecceccssessccscccscosascaadOasae 18,057 23,597 23,215 21,049 17,940

VINYl resinS.eeescessscssesscssccscescocsssssccssaessdOnece 63,272 72,263 56,785 r57,986 53,294

AlKYd resiNSecescsscssccecscssscscccacsces P (- P 27,858 29,228 28,099 29,677 28,552 | eeeccvoced

Rosin modificationSeeeeeccescccccacascsscsses +004ene 9,149 10,048 11,056 9,238 8,876 | secccesces

Polyester resiNSeeescscesscsscsssoscscecssssensssscsadOeees 7,209 7,336 10,868 10,743 8,962 | ceenscenes

Polyethylene resinS..ccesesscsseccoccsccsscscccaccesaldOocss 55,357 58,349 70,963 68,068 70,035 | eeeeccccee

Leather production: LEATHER AND PRODUCTS

Calf and whole KiPeessoosssassscososssacasthous, of skins,. 546 818 645 ré87 542

Cattle hide and side kipeeesoosssthous, of hides and kips.. 1,886 2,261 1,942 1,892 1,651

Goat ANd Kideeeeeeccosecessssssassaassssssthous. of skins., 1,788 1,801 1,704 1,682 1,808 | sececccass

Sheep and 128MbescesoseccscsssssccscssescssssscscsassedOonas 1,737 2,208 2,206 rz,114 i,908 ceecescece

r/ Revised, p/ Preliminary, 1/ Data for July 1957 and July 1958 are for 5 weeks; other months, 4 weeks., * Indexes based on 1935-39=100
Digiti E&g follows: Measured by--wholesale prices, 44,0; consumer prices, 48,4, ** Effective May 1958, data for "other cellulose plastics™
igitized for FareS, ined with sheets, etc,, and molding and extrusion materials,
http://fraser.stloi$fad.org/ )
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4 MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued

1957 1958
ITEM
July August May June July .August
METALS AND MANUFACTURES
Machine tools (metal~cutting and metal-forming):
New orders (net), Totalsceccscccocccsccocscacomil, Of dol,. 62,65 52,90 28,05 32,10 26,55 p28.05
DomestiCoccocecacccnassscsseccosssscesssccssssssesodBssnsn 56,90 48,15 23,85 24,30 r21,95 p23,00
Shipments, t0tal.ocoscescosccccccecoesccccssssscsssselOosss 81,45 78,30 50,10 45,50 r29.70 p29,.45
DomestiCoooooscoccsccoocsoocosscococcccooccoscsosselOasas 73,10 71,50 41,70 38,90 24,50 p24,60
Estimated backlogeccecsoossssccscosssccsscsssnccosecMonths,, 4.0 3.8 2.5 2,5 2.7 p2.8
PAPER AND PRINTING
Newsprint, Canada (including Newfoundiand):
Productionesccesccccsccccsssssssssssothous, of short tons.. 549,2 560,3 548,0 4825 508.4 511,0
Shipments from millS.ceeesccococcooscescsssscacscsocelOnaas 578.8 524,0 561 .4 480.6 523,2 491,9
Stocks, at mills, end of monthsecceccosssscoccccnsccesalOosen 169,9 206,.2 221.8 223,6 208.8 227.9
Newsprint, United States:
Consumption by publisherseecessccscocosccscncccscscceedOosoo 373.5 386.4 438,0 409,2 364,5 387.6
ProductioneeececoccccscosscoosssccscsococcosssssssoselOosae 144.4 156,5 149.0 141.8 134,9 148,5
Shipments from millSceccccccscccocsocssssccscscceoseelessn 143, | 153.7 146,7 138.6 137,8 142,0
Stocks, end of month:
At MiliSceooscesccccosc0osccascooosscaacsosososscsolOoocs 13.2 15,9 18,3 21.5 18,6 25,1
Cotton: i/ TEXTILE PRODUCTS
ConsumMpPtioNeecocasocossscsccsssccosssascconscsccsassb@l@Ses 639,776 r665,532 599,690 595,648 613,511 638,767
Manufactures:
Spindle activity (cotton system spindles):
Active spindles, last working daY.eeceseossothousands.. 19,760 r19,744 19,210 18,991 19,230 19,268
Consuming 100 percent cottONcecocscsecsscoscssadOoson 18,072 18,079 17,625 17,443 17,501 17,541
Spindle hours operated, all fibers, total..mil. of hr., 9,323 r9, 166 8,154 8,303 8,791 8,777
Average per Working da¥e.sccecccessocssscccossl0cccs 373 r458 408 415 352 439
Consuming 100 percent cottoR..ceececcsesssscaselOsecs 8,479 8,368 7,503 7,637 8,048 8,070
Rayon and acetate:
Production:
Filament Y2rN.eeecoscecsocccosscsssssssccasssMile Of Ib,, 55,7 54,2 49,2 47.3 52,0 53,6
Staple (incl, toW) 2/ceecesccccvsssassesscccoscsssslOasas 32,7 38.0 21,6 22,6 26,5 26,7
Stocks, producers®, end of month, total 2/.c0cc00 124,5 122.6 122,7 118.6 117.8 11,5
Filament y8rn.ccsscescocccocscoocossssssssasco 69.9 69,6 69.6 67.3 66,0 61,3
Staple (incl, toW) 2/ccescocccacssscocsscsccsccsssalOesce 54,6 53,0 53,1 51,3 51.8 50.2
TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT
Rai lway equipment, American Railway Car Institute:
Freight cars:
Shipments, t0taleeecccscccscocsssacssccssssssssssnumber,, 7,893 8,887 3,588 2,407 2,113 2,151
Equipment manufacturers, total.ceseees P (- P, 4,832 4,716 2,218 1,179 1,080 1,276
DomestiCecaosssscocosscocscecssecssscscssssssssedOesas 4,685 4,587 2,164 1,179 1,080 1,276
Railroad and private-line shops, domestiCeesccesedOceos 3,061 4,171 1,370 1,228 1,033 875
New orders, 10taleeeecsscsscccocecsccscscscscssoseslOucas 1,058 2,352 ri,370 317 8it 1,873
Equipment manufacturers, totalcecesceccscscscccesdOccas 782 582 ri,319 187 811 871
DOMESTiCesaasccssscssccccscassnccnscssssccsssselOance 782 568 rl,319 187 376 771
Railroad and private-line shops, domestiCeececcecdOeses 276 1,770 51 130 [}] 1,002
Unfilled orders, end of monthececcoococcsccsssscccslOesse 86,489 80,477 30,406 27,777 26,449 26,166
Equipment manufacturers, total...ccevccece eseel0oacse 39,864 36,203 6,975 5,444 5,149 4,739
DOMeStiCacosesoccsocscscssscscssccscocsocsscssedOescs 38,604 34,984 6,955 5,424 4,694 4,184
Railroad and private-line shops, domestiCeeeoecesd0cscs 46,625 44,274 23,431 22,333 21,300 21,427

£/ Revised, p/ Preliminary.

1/ Data for July 1957 and July 1958 cover

5 weeks; other months, 4 weeks, 2/ Data beginning May 1958 ex-

clude figures for acetate staple plus tow; see note at the bottom of p. $-38 of the September 1958 SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS.
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