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2 WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS'

i957 1958
ITEM ¥
Apr, 20 Apr, 27 Apr, & Apr, 2 Apr, 19 Apr, 26
Commod ity prices, wholesale:

All comoditieSececcsvseccccocreccsccsncsssccesP47-49a100,0 | ceccnocnne #1702 § revocncene 119.6 19,5 119,4
Farm productSeaes eoosonceenveod0ssen | arssssssce #90,6 $9,4 28,2 97;5
Foods, processed, aee 290000cces | sasviocane #104,3 10,5 .4 1.5
All othercoeescccssssccocesscsvesonsensonvsverseceseBOusso | cvscnevese #125,4 eszsseerce 25,3 12%,7 ;2431

22 commodities 2/cececovcc0csccscccersresvocrarsoveeoslOocss 89,i 88,7 84,5 84,4 34,3 84,1

Jepartment store $2leSccecscessccevvecsscseriosnsessvossl@esce i29 123 i25 103 117 | sessesaces
insured unemployment, total, ceocasrsessevacscsthous,, i,567 1,547 3,546 3,594 | soesceccse | avicoesnns

Stote Programsc.seccsccssncscesccessscsssssassncosscociConss 1,462 1,440 3,272 3,325 | aseernss00 | seenmsonce

Failures, industrial 2nd commercialecsecsccesscosocssscRUMDEOT ., 302 283 352 342 346 329
Finance:

Currency in circuiation 3/cececcsnccsaccsncoscetil, of dol.. 30,68! 30,610 30,636 30,744 26,733 2,817

Federal Reserve bank credit cutstanding, fotai 3/sseecel0s0ae 25,520 25,695 24,586 24,638 24,70i 24,854

Member bank reserve balances 3/cceeccscroranicccosccnelOocse 19,107 19,201 18,526 18, 306G 18,369 18,654
Excoss reserves, ostimated 3/cocceccscoscereecssssesdoces 551 562 695 632 853 715

Federa! Reserve reporting member banke in leading citlec: 4/

Damand deposits, 8djustedecccecscsssscessscsalii, ¢f doi., 56,588 56,6385 54,119 55.251 56,491 sescresens
Time depcsits, except U, S, Government,.cseescescsse@00ase 23,097 23,102 26,699 26,8389 ’ vecsescnee
Loans and !nvestments (adjusted), toral,. . ......cc...00.... A/7.268 R&6,7146 89,54! 89,834

U. S. Government obiigationSeancesnsssns-soceccocclOonue 25,258 25,972 28,113 28,055

Commercial, industrial, and agr, loams (gioss),_ . .do.... 31,524 31,349 30,842 30,668

Roal-estate loans (QrosSe), . cvveevovvivnvevonneu i 8,609 R,660 A 680 R 717

Bond vields, domestic corporate (MoocCY's) 3/.eeeeseparcent,. 2,96 3,98 4,04 4,02

Stock prices, 500 stocks (Stand, & Poo-fs) 4/, 104i-43=id | 43 .08 A5,72 41 60 41,85
tndustrizls, 425 STOCKSe.eess100cscnccanssecariacrselacca 48,10 48,82 44,33 A4, 37

Production:

Bituminous coal _3_/-..--;-o.ocoooo.-..u'ﬂ'lOHSa of short Toms.. 1,697 i,662 i,170 {,160 i,173 ere3ssecses

Electric power, by utiiifties,scecescocsscsaemiic OF kWe=nr,, 1§,485 i1,310 19,326 1i,307 11,307 | eesscccsce

Passenger cars and trucks (Ward'sle.....cecaenacaaananumber,. 141.693 148,258 81,206 101.8€60 89,874 75.554

Petroleum (crude) and condensate 3/.4eacceee.thous, of bbl,, 7,551 7,537 6,250 6,187 6,250 | cescesecee

34 ! sssssss csscsssssessthovie, of chort tone, 2,313 2,269 1,312 1,308 1,288 £,270

it of CAPETiTYeo 00 c00r0000s00c0000000ss0v000000eP0 20.4 83.7 #48.6 #48,5 #47.6 47 .1
Frelgh1 carloadings, total,cesecssecosvsescsssthous, of cors,, 687 691 516 521 534 | ceevecenes
Hiscollanoous...-...................-........-.....-..doo... 344 343 277 276 286 esecescoce

i/ Data do not always cover calendar weeks, 2/ Tuesday prices. 3/ Dally average., 4/ Wednesday data, 5/ Week beginning April 28, 1958:
Production, 1,293 thous, short tons; operating rate, 47,9 percent, * Monthly iadex for Apri 1957, # Based on January i, 1958, annual
capacity (140,742,570 tons); not comparable with 1957 rates which are based on Jlanuery |, i957, annual capacity (i33,459,150 tons),.

MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS

1957 1958
ITEM
February March Decemb J Y February March
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS
Industrial and commercial failures:

Fallures, totalececscescccccecsseccascoccescssncececniumber,, 1,146 1,336 1,080 1,279 1,238 1,495
Commercial serviCleccecvscecssssssvoccsccosccccssceeedonees 93 99 88 78 79 121
ConstructioNeecescevccscccscscscoscnscsssscssccasssseslOeees 180 205 174 176 177 202
Manufacturing and mining.. scescecsesesccalOocae 199 239 208 219 208 281
Rotail tradecescececcccces essecscsscccsceelOiace 568 672 514 676 662 75¢
Wholesale trade.ceeccocevevevenesen civeveiw covemvees do.... 106 121 9% H 12 141

Liabilities (current), total.ceecccecccescssathous, of dol., 65,406 55,833 45,325 64,442 65,295 71,555
Commercial ServiCescecscescccsescscssccsscscccsccesred0acns 2,493 3,833 3,072 3,364 3,309 4,479
ConstructionsecsececccccsscnssccccascsccnncssscesceedOsass 8,440 10,424 5,7:3 9,868 8,747 11,921
Manufacturing and miningececcceccscncecoee eseeU0cees 35,402 17,760 14,985 24,917 24,33\ 23,311
Retall 1radesececceccecccscccccsccscccsccccscscccccelOoces 14,780 17,816 16,028 20,788 23,038 23,531
Whol1esale 1radeescessesscveccsscssccssecscsscscceseedOnans 6,291 6,000 5,527 5,505 5,870 8,322

COMMODITY PRICES
Consumer price index, 3!l itOMSccoecccccscsscesss |947-49=100,, 1i8,7 118,9 21,86 122,3 122.5 1/7123.3

APPErEl.cceccscccccscccsccssssscnocscssssscsssescssceelOecce 106, i 106,8 i07.6 106,9 106,8 i06,8

L R . [+ TP 113.6 13,2 116,11 118.2 118.7 i20.8
Dairy productSeccecccees ceseenlOiee. il 110.7 14,6 114.6 114,5 114,
Fruits and vegetables,,... «30cc0e 16,5 116, 1 113.9 121.9 124.4 130,7
Meats, poulitry, and fish,cecesccccscccccccccccossssedOaces 101.4 100,6 106,0 110,2 112,0 il4.4

HOUSiNGecessseeecsccancececncncscecocscscsccssssncescsedOnese i24.,5 124.9 127.0 1271 127.3 127,5
Gas and electricityecaceccvesceccocsvscccncccccnceasedOnans 112,4 112.4 114.3 15,7 115.9 115.9
HousefurnishingSeses sveceennseelOccee 105.0 104,9 104,9 104,2 104,9 103.9
Ranteececosnses .o e0ed0csee i34,2 134.4 | i36,7 136,8 i37.0 137,14

Medical Car@scececccescescccceccosccssccscocecsccacecsd0iass 135,5 136.4 | 140.8 141.7 41,9 142,3

POrson8l CoreccececcsscoscscccsascccoroscossceosssccsselOeeee 122,6 122,9 127,0 127,.8 128.,0 128,3

Reading and recraationececscccsssccconcocccceccccccroedOesae 110.0 110,5 114.6 116,6 116.6 117.0

Transportationeeess PYTTPY - [ TP 134.4 135,1 138,93 138.7 138,5 138.,7
Private,.. eeeldConsee 124.5 125,2 128.6 128.4 127.9 128.0
PubliCeesoccscccscssvcssssosccocsssscssccscveccssceelOaace 175.8 175.8 182.4 182.4 185.4 185,9

Other goods and serviceS.ceesceccescsccsvestvonncecccsedOouas 24,0 124,2 126,8 127.0 1270 27,2

Digitized for FRAIndex based on 1935-39=100 is 206,2,
http://fraser.st|¢88%d.org/

Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued

1957 1958
ITEM
February March December January February March
COMMODITY PRICES - Continued
Purchasing power of the dollar as measured by--
Wholesale priceSesececccccscscoscssccccsssscsss |947-49=100,. 85,5 85.5 84.4 rg4, | r84,0 1/83,
CoNSUMBr PriCeSeecesesccsoscocosssvocsoscssscsssscsoceselOeces 84,2 84,1 82,2 81.8 81.6 /81,1
CONSTRUCTION AND REAL ESTATE
Highway concrete pavement contract awards: 2/
TOt8leeescocosccocosscosscoccsosssscescossThous, of SQ. Ydoo 70229 9,582 11,386 5,488 4,554 7,553
essc0c0ec0ed0cacs 1,489 3,023 779 196 209 470
soceeseselOieee 4,425 4,660 7,817 3,972 2,640 5,500
Streets and 8110YScecesesccccscsscccscsccssscscsceesd0scss 1,316 1,899 2,79 1,320 1,705 1,584
F INANCE ¢
Life insurance written (new paid-for insurance):

Value, estimated total..ccooco0000000000000c00omMile Of dol.. 5,000 5,653 6,727 5,402 4,860 5,688
GFOUP and wno'@sale‘.-.oi-ococno.o'ooocoo-oogtcooooodooo.- ‘:28| I,ISB 2"09 i,554 944 '03'9
IndustT i8lscecscocccccccssssscocsccscccscsscssccsccsedOanee 509 563 454 428 459 509
Ordinary,.occcccsoccccccsscccsccsscccscscccssscocsscdeooo 3,210 3,932 4,164 3,420 3,457 3,860

TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUN ICAT IONS
Operations on scheduled airlines:

Miles flown, revenue..ccccccccssceccccscsssssssssthousands,, 51,682 59,224 61,638 61,561 53,716

Express and freight ton-miles floWNe.seecesceccscocsscedOuoce 18,272 20,930 21,730 20,600 19,194

Mail ton-miles floWN.eecooecsscccscn cececeeelOescs 7,397 8,242 11,083 8,276 7,830

Passengers originated, revenue... vos0000000cccs 2,808 3,326 3,274 3,341 2,890

Passenger—miles floWn, revenUBeececccssceccososcoccc@iiiions,, 1,702 2,006 2,030 2,072 1,716 | ceccsscece

CHEMICALS AND ALLIED PRODUCTS
Organic chemicals, productions:

Acetic acid (synthetic and natural)..ececeeesothous, of ib,, 41,227 41,136 48,829 47,517 | cevoevcecs | coccccscee

AceTic anhydridGoeeesccccesscsccscescssssccsscccscoceslBecce 74,246 76,985 85,875 80,808 78,233 | eeeecccces

Acetyisaliicylic acid (8spirin)ececcsccccsccccccccccccedOeses i,5i2 i,208 2,034 2,144 1,778 | ceccccccee

Creosote Oifcecescccscoscscesccscscescecesssosthous, of gal.. 8,955 9,796 9,729 8,506 7,339 escsccccse

m.........o-o.o-o'ncaonoooooo-'oo-oooonoooo.'rhOUSo of |b.. 9;3|| llyszz 8'870 Io:‘sl l°,793 ®ceeccovos

Ethyl acetate (85%).... PPN [ J 5,702 6,371 9,074 6,281 5,314 | eeecccsces

Ethylene glycoleeesccccecasssscsscccscssccccssccccccsedOoeas 82,526 89,577 103,997 106,806 94,875 | cecescccce

Formaidehyde (37% HCHO)eeeeoocoococecaccccccscsscssceelOsecs 105,976 111,620 104,466 111,467 104,663 | secccoccee

Methanol:

Natural (1008)cccecccsccsococcsccasesccsccsthous, of gal,. 166 197 148 165 | cecoccocss

synfhﬁf'c (loo,).........ouoao-~c.oo e0sceccceeelOecae 18, 144 18,701 19,588 ri8, 197 16,965

Phthalic anhydrideeceecccsscccocsccscccssscssesthous, of lb,, 27,242 27,080 31,913 25,436 22,638
Synthetic plastics and resin materials, production:

Cellulose acetate and mixed ester plastics:

Sheets, rods, and tubeS.ccececesvcccccscescscccccceelOeces 3,292 4,253 3,885 r3,564 3,283
Molding and extrusion materials..... 7,187 8,289 7,778 6,138 6,677

Nitrocellulose sheets, rods, and tubes 429 379 360 348 290 | ceeccccese

Other cellulose plastiCSeccecscccccccrcccscccccccccsselOoese 375 500 259 874 671 | eececccece

Phenolic and other tar acid resinS.ceccccecccccscccesedOoees 37,064 39,816 34,379 r38,813 32,500 | ceoceccscs

POlYStYren@ecsecceececcececccscccsosccccccccccsccccseselOeees 46,097 51,041 45,903 r4i,701 42,216 eecccsccne

Urea and me|amine resinSecececcccecscccscscccccscscsesdoiaoe 22,556 25,910 23,094 r25,630 21,871 | cecocccces

Vinyl reSiNSecsesscoccccsscocscocccscssscsscsccosscssceeldOecee 64,005 70,419 66,458 ré68,977 58,327 s0cccsccce

AlkYd resSinSecececcecccocssccccccccscscscscsscscscsceeldOoees 29,980 31,879 24,059 27,927 25,698 | covceeccns

Rosin Mlficafio"s.oo.oao.o'.o0000.co.ccoooooaooooooo‘oo..o 10,517 9,951 7,590 'o,m 8,480 se0cccscce

Polyester resinS.cececccccvocessccccccccscncss «do.... 7,187 8,618 6,546 r7,533 7,910 | cecececces

Polyethylene resinScceccecccscccscecccesscoccoscoe 40 eee 49,800 56,587 68,510 69,522 61,824 ®cccscccce

"I.c."a"ews'..00..Q.O.0.....0.'...00..0.'.......totﬂdo.OOC I3}°8° '5"28 '4’7" I’|5,677 ls' 'ol ®000sc0cee

ELECTRIC POWER
Sales to ultimate customers, total (Edison Electric
InStitute)ecesceccsccoccoccccccsacscsccecelil, OFf kWwe=hr,, *r46, 174 *%r47,692 47,062 ré4g,433 eesececece eevcscccce

Commercial and industrial:

Small light and POWereecceccsvccccccocssccsccscscceedOscce *7,428 *%r7,643 7,932 r8,144 | ccececcese | coccscccee
Large light and power..eccceccecccsccceccceccocccccedOeeee *#r23,685 23,757 22,911 722,603 | cecececece | coccesccce

Rallways and raiirodds..cevececcccesccscsscsccscccsssceelOeees #389 #4112 362 376 | ececcecece | secccccsee

Residential or domestiCecccesccocccsesccccssscsccscceslOnees *12,424 | **r|3,595 13,553 r14,919 | ceeesccece | ceccccosee

Rural (district rural rates).ceccccecscccceccccccccseeldOeees *764 *#%784 730 776 | eeecccosce | cevoccccee

Street and high"ay Iighﬂng....uu...nu............doo... *483 #2487 516 529 ececscscce ecccssccee

Other public 2uthoritieSceecscecscccccccscessscerecceecdOoaes *#946 *%973 1,012 1,037 | ceeecccces | sescsccces

InterdepartmentalececcccccccoscssccecscseccecsccccceselOuaas %54 39 46 49 | cececescos | coceccoces

Revenue from sales to ultimate customers (Edison
Electric '“‘f'f“*.)oo-.oocoo..oo-o.o-otlolt"hous. of dol.. #r757,464 "l'r785,367 798,014 824;6l3 Ry eccccccece
FOODSTUFFS
Livestock slaughter (Federally inspected):
CIVeSeeescesscesccccscsscasesscsesssscssthous, of animals,. 550 632 569 547 468 521
eseecccsecscsscelO.aes 1,488 1,514 1,473 1,630 1,309 1,360
HOQS....o.-..onnuu.u."...uu...................dO.... 4,985 5,380 5,523 5,531 4’453 4,818
Sheep 2nd 1amMbSeeceeececcccsccrcscscscscccsccsccocccesdOeees 1,091 1,011 978 1,061 940 996
Meats:

Production, totaleeceseccoscccssscocsccsscccccccsMile OF Ibss 1,843,3 1,932,0 1,932.3 2,050.6 1,622,0 1,719.7
Beef and vedl..esoceccse 902.5 918, 1 884,7 998, 1 789.7 809.5
Lamb and muttoN.ececescsccscecesccccsscsccscccccaciedOnees 53,9 49.5 46,8 52,3 47.4 50,2
Pork, iﬂc'“dihg lardoo-ocooouoooooooo.cu-ooocoooooocdoo.oc 886,9 964 .4 llmte I,000.2 784,9 859.9

LBrdeceeocesecccccoracescosscsscccassssoccsocscaselOnees 1728 190.8 89,3 193.4 146,5 154,5

r/ Revised, * Data are for December 1956, ** Data are for January 1957, 1/ Indexes based on 1935-39=100 are as follows: Measured by—

Digitized fowhaolesale: prices, 43,7; consumer prices, 48,5, _Z/ Data for December 1957 are for 5 weeks; other months, 4 weeks,

http://fraser.sﬁ%ed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



4 MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued

1957 1958
I TEM
February March D b Y y February March
LEATHER AND PRODUCTS
Leather production:
Calf and whol® KiPscocsccsececocosssssecacseThOUS, of skins,. 844 813 785 786 746 | cosoc0cese
Cattle hide and side Kipoeessesesothous, of hides and kKips.. 2,164 2,164 1,955 r2,140 15938 | cooccoscse
Goat and KidooocoecoscocessocsscescccsenoaothOUS, Of Skins,, 1,892 §,951 1,659 §,931 i,647 600eecccas
Sheep and [8MDoococcvcossve00000000c00s00000000000000000e0ss 2,225 2,359 1,737 ri,922 1,981 | se00csocoe
METALS AND MANUFACTURES
Cestings, gray iron:
Orders, unfilled, for $al@cccoceccsocsothous, of short tons,, 93§ 935 676 638 632 | se0cccscco
Shipments, tot@lcccsccoocssscsssccsssscssscsccsscesceslbeona 1,103 1,133 864 868 753 | ccsoccscas
FOr $28l@cccessccscccscccoseocssscoossossscscssccssocdBeaas 582 604 444 436 390 | secccccsse
Castings, melieable iron:
Orders, unfilled, for $816ceccccccccassssccccsseshort fons,, 90,725 89,431 74,863 67,292 59,047 | coscvoecce
Shipments, t0t8leccsccccsccccssscscoccccesoscsssceccaselOoseo 78,028 78,013 60,425 62,734 54,650 | cseccscses
FOr $81@c0c0ecc0c000000000c060000000000006000000s00080cs00 46:729 48,311 34,343 349%0 31,006 e0c000c000
Pig iron, productiofcccccccccscsccesscssthous, of short tons,, 6,658 7,247 5,279 4,854 4,064 4,464
Castings, steel:
Shipments, $0t8lccocccocescccosccccesccoscvscosseShort tons,, 154,932 160,054 120,787 120,722 103,297 | cccccecoss
For sale, Tota@leecscccooccscsoscscenccscccsssscscoosd0oaas 121,667 124,416 92,125 94,717 79,708 | coceveceos
Railway specialtieScocscosccosocoseccccsscceccoscslosas 27,181 29,968 23,403 22,545 16,647 | ss0000000e
Fabricated structural steel:
Orders, new (n@t)eccocccsconcocsscocosthous, of short tons,, 294 319 i41 162 186 196
Shipm’“’soaooooooootooooo.oonotocoooooo.ooaooc-oo-ooo-dﬂoo.o 319 342 320 347 283 337
Becklog, end of monthosocsesscesscsscscosscssossscoseslfocas 4,262 4,245 2,959 2,778 2,727 2,542
Foundry equipment (new), new orders, net
mo, avg, shipments, 1947-49=100,, 188.4 127.,0 61.4 57.9 5706 | ovoscscsse
Furnaces, industrial, new orders, net:
Electric processifNgeesccccccsscsossncscsocscsthous, of dol.. 4,441 1,809 1,593 701 1,420 803
Fuel-fired (except for hot rolling steeldeececcccccosoelOooce 3,429 6,794 2,180 1,593 717 1,083
Machine tools (metal-cutting and metal-forming):
New orders (net), tot@leccccescesccooscscasesesil, Of dol,, 71,90 72,75 24,85 26,85 28,30 p35.35
DomestiCoessccccccscosssscssssscsccssocscsssssscososlOsace 64,50 64,60 20,05 22,00 r23,7% p29.25
Shipments, T0t8lcecoocscovccoscsssossssossssssssccsceolOpans 103,35 115,60 70, 10 57.80 r48,05 p53.60
DomestiCoocscoesscocesscsscscscass ecscec0c0cessl0eaos 96.40 103,35 63,25 50,80 r43, 15 p48.05
Estimated back 10GesesososcscescssscsscsscssssoscsoscMONths,, 5.6 5.2 2.8 2,7 2.7 p2.7
Vacuum clezners, stendard type, sales billed,......thousands,, 300,9 32,7 237,5 265,5 225,6 291,.4
Washers, domestic, sales billed §/ccccecccoccocosscecosclOosas 319.6 286,2 206.8 238.2 263, 1 278.9
PAPER AND PRINTING
Newsprint, Canada (inciuding Newfoundiand):
ProductioNseececocsscecscscscseccccssssthous, of short tons,, 518.9 574.2 435,3 498,3 473.8 521.8
Shipments from MillBeeocceosenesscssssesscsscocscsscesldOescs 510.9 526,5 471,.4 474,8 435,2 471,14
Stocks, at mills, end of mONths;cecccescsccsceccssssccsdOuces 153, 1 200.8 132,5 55,9 194,6 245,2
Newsprint, United States:
c@ﬂsm*ioﬂ by P“bli’h.rsoo-oo.0.00oooooooooooonoooooo-d@.ooo 387.2 463,3 436,3 385,9 364,7 4344
Productioneescccecosesscsccesesssssccecsccccsssssccesel0ocss 150,7 1644 138,7 157.0 140.4 148.4
Shipments from millSsesecesccsoscssoscscosccccoscsoseslOooas 151,6 i61.2 135, 1 158.8 138,7 151,0
Stocks, end of month:
At millSccccccccccccscessocsecccocosssssosssscscsseelOoose 8.0 1.2 19,3 17.6 19,3 16,7
At PUDIIShErSseecceccecoscsssscocese seccecs0csssceel0eces 591,7 580,2 595.4 602,0 6'2.2 590,7
In transit 10 publisherscecececccccsscscsscecccocsceelOecce 119,6 107.8 79,6 108, | 107,5 99, |

r/ Revised, g/ Preliminary, 1/ Data exclude sales of combination washer~dryer units; sales of such types totaled 11,600 units in March
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