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2 WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS

1956 1957 1958
ITEM
Dec. 29 Jan, 5 Dec, 14 Dec, 2i Dec, 28 Jan, 4
Commodity prices, wholesale:
All commoditieS.ceorosccscccsscscassscssccscceel947-49=100,0 | cevvescces *116,3 118.1 118,2 118.4 118.4
Foarm productS.cececccccccsceccccscscsccscscscceceesslOeeae | coecaccsse *88,9 91.8 92,7 93,9 93,1
FOOdS, ProcessedeecsececesesccscsccsccssvcscccesscccceedOccee | covsccncne *103, | 107.0 107.2 107.5 108.0
Al Othere,cecececscecsccccescccssocsacccossssccsecelOecee | sevesessoce *124,7 125.8 125.8 125,8 125.8
22 commodities 2/.. esecssscceseedOsese **92,6 *#92,5 84,9 84,7 84,7 84,3
Department store salesS.e.... cececscesseseelOnaas 112 93 266 274 187 | cevevncnee
Insured unemployment, t01alecseecceacccceccessassscassathous,, 1,564 1,833 2,110 2,085 | sececcases | sescscsces

State programs.ccececccsceccccescsecesccccccacesscensslOoess 1,450 1,702 1,941 1,922 | ,eeeceecoe | oesscccace
Finance:

Currency in circulation 3/.ceeceesscscscccascessMile Of dol.. 31,992 31,829 31,827 31,973 32,089 31,959

Federal Reserve bank credit outstanding, total 3/.eeeed0c.ee 27,842 27,524 25,617 26,218 26,687 26,623

Member bank reserve balances 3/ceececsccccccscscscsssesdOucece 19,790 19,856 19,027 i9,483 19,666 19,707
Excess reserves, @stimated 3/.ceieecceccccccscccesssldOoass 704 746 432 636 714 724

Federal Reserve reporting member banks in leading cities: 4/

Demand deposits, adjustedececcscccansacscccaamil, of dol.. 58,214 57,629 56,710 56,651 56,165 | socsoscece
Time deposits, except U, S, Government,.cceccececcseedOusee 22,086 22,088 23,943 23,970 24,140 | .evceccoes
Loans and investments (adjusted), totalecsceccccccceelOecss 87,925 87,634 87,390 88,578 88,502 | sececscees
U, S. Government obligationS.eeeeccsccscesccccceesdOcsss 26,654 26,774 25,630 26,010 26,087 | ceovecccae
Commercial, industrial, and agr, 16ans (gross)....d0.... 31,313 31,137 31,819 32,305 32,313 | ceesscsncs
Real-estate 10anS (gross)..c.ceveecesscccoccccsceedOecce 8,852 8,839 8,779 8,780 8,772 | cesccsccon

Failures, Industrial and commercidleesesescensannaaNUmber.., i74 222 282 276 i66 203

Bond yields, domestic corporate (Moody's) 3/.......percent,. 4,02 4,06 4,36 4,29 4,26 4,2!

Stock prices, 500 stocks (Stand, & Poor's) 4/...1941-43=10,. 46,39 46,20 40,51 39,38 39,52 39,99
tndustriels, 425 5t0CKS.eseececcecccsccscsesccscossslOeces 49,76 49,48 43,53 42,19 42,36 42,86

Production:

Bituminous coal 3/ceececcscsassccsasssthous, of short tons.. 1,728 1,854 1,488 1,563 1,144 | cececccece

Electric power, by utilities, eecesessmil, Of kw,~hr,, i1,196 11,671 12,57G 12,412 11,218 | cevesconnse

Passenger cars and trucks (Ward's)._ .....ccccscececoniumber,, 112,082 102,217 i68, i94 i63,07i 92,342 90, 159

Petroleum (crude) and condensate 3/..ecessseothous, of bbl,, 7,392 7,417 6,884 6,915 6,940 eco0eccscoe

S1881 5/ceceseecssssscecscsscccsscessstThous, of short tons,, 2,322 2,490 1,770 1,742 1,366 1,501
Percent of capacCity 5/ceecescesssccecccssssesssccccccssnsse #94,3 97.3 69,2 68, | 53,4 58,6

Freight carloadings, 1T0t8lececccsceccsrcccssssthous, of cars,, 488 562 603 590 410 | ceccsecece

MisScel |aneoUS,eeessssssccssocsssssccsccscasoscossssseedOnass 268 299 307 292 210 | ceveccenes

1/ Data do not always cover calendar weeks, 2/ Tuesday prices. 3/ Daily average. 4/ Wednesday data, 5/ Week beginning January 6, 1958:
Production, 1,548 thous, short tons; operating rate, 60.5 percent, * Monthly index for December 1956, ** Wednesday price, # Not compara-
ble with subsequent rates, which are based on higher capacity. :

MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS

1956 1957
ITEM
October November August September October November
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS
Manufacturers' sales:
valuye (unadjusted), t0128l.cceceoccscceascececsamil, of dol,. 30,286 28,771 29,063 | . 28,171 r29,532 27,497
Durab le=goods industries, total 1/ eeccesscecseedOssae 14,963 14,475 14,231 13,664 rl4,386 13,594
Primary metal.csccceceveccccccccccccccscssocccscceedOueee 2,660 2,521 2,262 2,200 r2,336 2,100
Fabricated met2lecececcececccssscccscccccccacaceeaedOeene 1,710 1,508 1,632 1,631 ri,688 1,462
Machinery (including electrical)ecececececcsccescedOeese 4,371 4,085 4,134 4,293 r4,406 4,001
Transportation equipment (inci, motor vehicles)...d0.... 2,816 3,445 3,256 2,750 r3,003 3,497
Lumber and furniture.cccececssccsssccccccccscssseedOoees 1,180 1,039 1,031 995 ri,026 865
Stone, clay, and gl8SS.eececccsscsscesccsccscscsssdOoene 913 754 793 695 r761 639
Nondurab le=goods industries, total 1/.ceeeeccccceceedOnccs 15,323 14,296 14,832 14,507 ri5,146 13,903
PR [ M 4,605 4,264 4,499 4,493 4,660 4,314
eeel0eass 371 356 386 374 377 354
ToXtil@eeesosecseccceersscsssesccsssssescascsssscsselOecan 1,391 1,192 1,137 1,104 ri,214 1,078
POPEreeeesessesecssscscssessssscsscsccsssscsscsoseelOcane 959 895 952 932 rogi 887
ChemicCal.eeseseocecesscccsecsscscessssscscassascscelOoens 2,043 1,865 1,988 2,013 r2,086 1,860
Petroleum and COBliceccseccccsvcroscscsscoscsossssselOesee 2,711 2,799 2,920 2,719 r2,866 2,815
RUDDEr,eeesecsccssscsccsscessscescscrcssccsasccccseelOneans 507 442 519 462 524 | ceeeeencae
Value (adjusted), totaleceescocccsscccccosccccosececesdOeees 28,696 28,480 28,638 28,215 r28,064 27,386
Durable-goods industries, total 1/ceeeevseseccesceeedOeass 14,393 14,294 14,297 14,132 ri3,932 13,505
Primary metaleceeescecesescoscccsacscsanssesncsssedOeces 2,551 2,531 2,362 2,182 r2,224 2,153
Fabricated metaleccccececsccscccsococccesscsceceeedOeees 1,548 1,487 1,520 1,547 ri,535 1,458
Machinery (including electrical)iceeeeccciocescceelOeees 4,230 4,189 4,281 4,314 r4,265 4,106
Transportation equipment (incl, motor vehicles),.edOeeee 3,067 3,234 3,448 3,407 r3,297 3,289
Lumber and furniture.sececcesesescoccscsssscescssedOseee 1,065 1,019 925 940 r930 860
Stone, clay, and glaSSeeeeesesseccecsccccocccssseelOeces 776 741 708 668 ré50 639
Nondurab le~goods industries, total 1/.eeccccccccceesdOoacs 14,303 14,186 14,341 14,083 ri4,i32 i3,88i
Food and beverageesecesececesccces 4,280 4,240 4,357 4,278 r4,331 4,314
TODACCO esssveossssccscsescsccaccscsscsessscassseslOonas 350 337 354 378 356 347
TextileeeieeceseesscsssscscacccesscsccscrcccscscsselOaece 1,172 I, 109 1,072 1,040 ri,029 1,018
POPEr caeessecorcescssesscsssssccscscsssssscccccsselOoass 895 888 915 932 rol7 878
ChemiCalecesescacesccsscerecescocscsssccscesscccseeslOoeae 1,979 1,940 2,008 1,951 r2,002 1,945
Petroleum and coal. eeedOcese 2,727 2,763 2,920 2,803 r2,895 2,787
RUbber.o....ooo-co.....o.o.......oq.ooooooo.......dOo‘.. 477 462 514 481 490 ececscccee

Digitized for FRASER
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued 3

1956 1957
ITEM
October November August September October November
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS - Continued
Manufacturers' inventories, end of month:
Book value (unadjusted), 1otalesececessscssassomil, of dol.. 51,262 51,965 53,576 53,581 r53,734 53,633
Durab le-goods industries, total 1/ceeecccsesescesecedOeeas 29,850 30,346 31,225 31,306 r31,487 31,173
Primary metal.cscceccescccse Y. | S 3,913 4,031 4,314 4,401 r4,488 4,427
Fabricated metaleccecccccsccocas Y [ PR 3,002 3,062 3,151 3,061 r3,017 3,019
Machinery (including electrical)ececacoceccccseedOoses 10, 134 10,309 10,481 10,475 rl0,390 10,407
Transportation equipment (incl, motor vehicles).doe... 7,573 7,659 7,713 7,843 r8, 115 7,855
Lumber and furnitur@.ecccceccccccocccscocscecscesdOeces 1,816 1,843 1,853 1,832 ri,804 1,815
Stone, clay, and gl@SSeccesecssscccesscssascssansdOeese 1,079 1,110 I,186 1,201 rl,197 1,199
Nondurab le-goods industries, total 1/eeeececcccccsesdOeess 21,412 21,619 22,351 22,275 r22,247 22,460
Food and beverages..ecececscsecsssscososccsccsoseelOeese 5,017 5,111 4,830 4,837 ra,929 5,046
TObDACCOsssasesecsssssoscsscecssscscssscssassoneealOeace 1,856 1,895 1,923 1,940 1,960 1,969
Textile.eeacesonrrooscosscscocossssosssovsoaesscscldOnnna 2,562 2,582 2,623 2,561 r2,515 2,548
PaPerecseeccoccssssscsscesocessosssssossccssesesedOiece 1,301 1,325 1,415 1,396 r1,395 1,403
Chemical,esecacoscececocsocasccsscsscosscssscssselOsece 3,487 3,539 3,679 3,641 r3,658 3,695
Petroleum and Co2l.sceescccsccsessscccssccsssesesdOneee 3,300 3,252 3,587 3,705 r3,732 3,732
RUDDOr ¢ ceecssssscscosccscsncescoscrsccsscsesccseslOnacs 1,002 1,014 1,010 1,031 1,053 ] ceceeccces
Book vaiue (adjusted), totaliccesscsosccosscsccsssoessdOuass 51,751 52,210 54,203 54,166 r34,103 53,797
Durabie-goods industries, total {/.... ecevessceeelOeece 30,232 30,647 31,742 31,820 31,754 31,380
Primary metaleeeeesscsccscncasecansssocscssessaosdOouns 3,824 3,891 4,326 4,344 r4,356 4,265
Fabricated metaleeecieecoceccesesccsesvscacsoacelOones 3,127 3,157 3,151 3,123 r3,143 3,112
Machinery (including ciectrice!)eeeescceccececcelOeees 10,294 10,404 10,609 10,658 r10,583 10,509
Transportation equipment (incl, motor vehicles).do.... 7,552 7,714 8,035 8,049 r7,979 7,825
Lumber and furniture..iececcceesccessccccccscesasdOecee 1,892 1,895 1,872 1,877 rl,880 1,866
Stone, clay, and glassSieeecssecsccccesccccccseselOacas 1,148 1,168 1,210 1,251 rl,273 1,262
Nondurab le=goods industries, total 1/eeeceseccaccssedOuaes 21,519 21,563 22,461 22,346 r22,349 22,417
Food and beverageeeceecescccvcccee 4,809 4,814 4,805 4,684 4,725 4,752
TODACCOsoesvoasscessscsssccsscscssssscsscssscsceslOnsan 1,875 1,895 2,024 2,000 1,980 i,969
TexXtil@eoeeocecssoscsssssccecscssscsscsssesscsselOnces 2,676 2,674 2,649 2,631 r2,625 2,639
PaPEressceecessscesssccsscssssescosssssssscsssseelOocee 1,328 1,338 1,429 1,410 ri,423 1,417
Chemical,cesessceccscsssssscsescsocscssssscsssseslOuece 3,558 3,582 3,737 3,741 r3,732 3,739
Petroleum and coaleseccsccesccssssescsccss 3,204 3,188 3,517 3,597 r3,623 3,659
RUDDEr 4y seceacscosessccacscscccossssccscscacsseelOneas 1,044 1,035 1,074 1,074 1,097 | ceeecsscoe
Manufacturers' orders:
New orders, net (unadjusted), total.cecececcssccccsssedOcaes 29,454 29,428 27,568 26,371 r26,730 26,134
Durabie-goods industries, total 1/ceccecscecs P [ TS 14,125 15, 145 12,881 12,047 ril,788 12,279
Primary metal,eeccocecceccccsccscscsccsencoseossssslOooss 2,449 2,614 2,063 2,039 r2,027 1,768
Fabricated metal.ceesscecssscscsccccccccscoccsceselOoens 1,540 1,354 1,468 1,571 ri,517 1,222
Machinery (including electrical)eececececscacecceedOoeas 4,407 4,366 3,905 3,812 r3,798 3,324
Transportation equipment (incl, motor vehicles),..d0.... 2,520 3,919 2,554 1,979 ri,776 3,441
Nondurab le~goods industries, totaleeeeecscscssccscseclOesae 15,329 14,283 14,687 14,324 rl4,942 13,855
New orders, net (adjusted), totalicseccecssscaccecceaeclOeaas 28,769 29,972 27,325 26,565 r26,226 26,182
Durab le~goods industries, total |/.ceesscecscssssseedOuses 14,312 15,776 13, 160 12,519 ri12,154 12,326
Primary metal.ccceeseececssnccscsssacscecscocoscseelOoaes 2,511 2,508 2,078 2,202 r2,081 1,696
Fabricated metal,ceeescseccessossccsscscesscsscceedOenes 1,481 1,472 1,372 1,496 rl,459 1,328
Machinery (including electrical)sssceceoscscecececdOeues 4,585 4,720 4,124 3,952 r3,943 3,602
Transportation equipment (incl, motor vehicles).,.d0.... 2,619 4,184 2,884 2,300 r2,079 3,176
Nondurab le~goods industries, totalececescescsccceeeedOneae 14,457 14,196 14, 165 14,046 rl4,072 13,856
Unfilled orders, end of month (unadjusted), total..ecedOesse 62,784 63,441 57,793 55,993 r53,191 51,828
Durable-goods industries, total 1/cceececcsesceceseedOsens 59,649 60,319 54,796 53,179 r50,581 49,266
Primary metal.eeecccsccsscee ceeelOcsss 6,993 7,086 6,001 5,840 r5,531 5,199
Fabricated metal.ceseeseescossasscsscssccscsscesceslOnees 4,554 4,400 4,150 4,090 r3,919 3,679
Machinery (including electrical)escscccccscosscocsdOacee 19,888 20, 169 19,400 18,919 rig,3tl 17,634
Transportation equipment (incl, motor vehicles).esd0eess 23,234 23,708 20,421 19,650 rig,423 18,367
Nondurab le-goods industries, totalecseecesscccesscccedOaose 3,135 3,122 2,997 2,814 r2,610 2,562
EMPLOYMENT
Labor turnover in manufacturing establishments:
ACCeSSION rateiseececeecescssmonthiy raie per i00 empioyees,. 4,2 3.0 3.2 3.3 r2.9 p2.!
Separation rate, total, evevoesssscessceccencerelOcsas 3.5 3.3 4.0 4.4 4,0 p3.9
DiSCharg@ecsseesecesocassssccsccsassoscsscsccasasceedOeaes 3 o3 3 o2 o2 p.2
Lay=0ffeeecascscessesvrescccccsccsccssscscsscascncseselOsces 1.3 1.5 1.6 1.8 2.3 p2.6
QUiteeacecesscsncenssecsssessscccsorsssasssacocsscsslOeess 1.7 1.3 1.9 2,2 1.3 p.9
Military and miscellan@ousS,ceeesscossssescoscscoeseedOeaas 2 2 3 2 2 Pe2
F INANCE
Consumer credit (short- and intermediate-term):
Total outstanding, end of MONth,eececocscoeesseMil, of dol,, 40,332 40,831 43,133 43,270 43,274 43,530
Installment credit, tot8lesccccecceccccecsscccsceceedOnnns 30,985 31,240 33,303 33,415 33,504 33,596
Instaliment credit extended and repaid:
Unad justed: Extended, totalecseescecccsvoccccecasecedOusas 3,451 3,449 3,704 3,388 3,545 3,439
Repaid, totalececesccsccccscssccscasceelOence 3,307 3,194 3,369 3,276 3,456 3,347
Adjusted: Extended, total,.,. eeelOceas 3,379 3,512 3,590 3,544 3,541 3,558
Repaid, total,cecccscsccsccccccnsosscsccslOeocs 3,17 3,191 3,342 3,420 3,358 3,395
TRANSPORTAT ION AND COMMUNICAT | ONS
Operations on scheduled airlines:
Miles f1OWN, Fre@VeNUC.ceescscsscscsssseassasscsssssthousands.,, 55,165 51,671 r63,562 60,708 61,398 | cccccscess
Express and freight ton-miles flown..... esesseesdOsans 25,111 22,803 23,651 23,008 24,081 | sevecesces
Mail ton-miles floWN..eecococcocscsecccecaccscasasscssslOeans 7,892 7,522 r7,749 7,220 8,215 | eececences
Passengers originated, revenue.csiececcececcscecscccseeldOeeas 3,421 3,040 r3,74l 3,446 3,483 | ceecccceee
Passenger-miles flown, revenue..eecceccscccacesssomillions,, 1,879 1,656 2,349 2,100 2,015 ceeoccecee

Digitized ﬁ”‘FR¥>S ;Qiseﬁ. p/ Preliminary, 1/ Includes data for "other industries" not shown.
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4 MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued

1956 1957
1TEM
November December September October November December
COMMODETY PRICES
Prices recelved and paid by fermers:
Prices recalved, ali farm productscccossuosooss 1910-14=100,, 234 235 245 240 242 247

(rOP5¢0200069005000006008066060000600000c000ca0n000ncalBsaae 237 237 228 224 224 218
Commercial vegetablies, fresh market,.cscosccsovocel0case 266 263 221 223 Z43 240
CottONcccenccssoonseoeossoocosnccsocoscsnnvcocscnsedBoooe 270 262 279 273 283 239
Feed grains and heYeeeocsocecsecccsocscscsssccoessenlOnses 182 i85 163 15¢ i52 152
Food gralns,cceccocececsssascnsooneesnccossossossslOassc 232 234 217 zie 224 221
Eruitosooecccccconosesacecceosoocescsooocrsaconcosd0scoo 207 205 193 187 187 180
Ol i=hearing CrOPScoesseccecocccocooconooscsoscessselOonss 262 264 244 231 235 237
Potatoes {including dry edibie DoanS)eecncocecvesedBocss 154 155 i5%9 i54 i64 1714
Tob&CCOcoosssscoon0easos000scancsssscsccsesonosesedOnace 443 461 484 483 A73 466

Livestock and produCTSscscvoececocnsscecasossoscosnolOevos 230 233 259 254 258 264
Dairy productscecosssccoosensnoosnsossscacoscacsoosdOocos 279 274 269 277 279 275
Meat BanimaiSceceacooosnccccscscssanscossosoosvaseellenoco 231 239 291 274 278 294
Poultry and @ggScscececsececosoceosscsssosoonscssalOouss 163 165 174 180 188 i85
WOO!ooca0c00c0s0000000060asconsosnsassocasccsnnsooldOocso 253 260 290 279 267 2614

Prices paid:

All commodities and $erviceS,,.sscccsncn000s00000000d0e0oce 267 268 273 273 275 276
Famiiy [iving i¥eMSccoeccssoccooccancecnossococossdOsasco 281 283 287 286 289 288
Production 11ems..occcaooo0ccc0enssosenceooosesceslBasoc 252 252 258 258 260 262

All commod,, services, int,, taxes, and wage rat98,.C0.0c0 289 290 296 296 298 292

Parity ratiGcsceconcscoesoocesanonocsonascococosecseselBunon 81 § a3 81 8! 81
CONSTRUCTION AND REAL ESTATE

New construction (unadjusted), tTof2licccocccosncce®mii, Of dois, 3,964 3,544 r4,569 ré,495 4, 112 5,667

Private, 10T@licecsesccsncsoocsoossosscocossoossosseoedOecao 2,922 2,654 3,100 3,059 r2,942 2,705

Residential (nonfarm)e,coococcocoocoessesosnccoosooolOosoc i,521 §,362 rt,56i r§,53% 1,484 1,54%
New dwe!ling Uni¥SccococevenccsosonnescoccsaesoosclOsaca 1,140 §,045 i,140 1,130 1,090 i,005
Additions and alterationS.csocssooessscccoscocscoelOeoso 332 277 r374 r357 343 290

Nonresidentiai dbuliding, ¥otal §/vccoscccascccnvccoolOesss 804 772 802 806 802 764
industrial.cosssococccncoosoocococcnsosncnssovosselosso 276 274 260 256 251 248
Commerci@leecosssoooscosccosccasssesscoscnsocosossc@oooon 329 305 322 332 32 305

Farm constructions scococecoeo0s000ss0scscsccossscacelBocoe [RR] 97 159 133 ti4 100

Public uTi1iTi8SccocsscvocvnoscccosssscsscessoscesolOoons 475 413 560 570 528 453

Public, totalecseccossoccosoosoccecoccoscscssascocoassdOosco 1,042 890 ©},469 r1,436 ~i,170 962

Nonresidential buiidingecscscoeccoosscessscooccocceolOenco 344 324 r4i6 r406 364 342

Military facilitles.ccccescec0c00cs0ee00e000s0050000800aco 17 98 134 132 ri07 88

HighWaY.oecsoceoou0000000000s000c0000ncescoosccoosssl0ocsc 326 239 580 r575 r4i0 275

Other tYPeSeccsccoecccsnocsececososaneconsscocassceoolOooss 255 229 r339 323 £289 257

New construction (seasonaily adjusted), t0ta8lcanscccoceslOeasn 3,894 3,904 r3,977 r4,064 4,043 4,051
Private, totalesessccocccosasscescsscososccossencooesadOsone 2,822 2,799 r2,790 r2,833 r2,843 2,854

Residential buildingosscscscecoccoscscecosccescascosalOenos 1,468 i,460 ri,388 ri,414 ri,434 1,444

Nonresidential building, total 1/cceesssccsccscscessdOease 760 764 757 761 758 755

Farm construction...oeeccecoscccesscsscoccocecoscossdOocoan 131 129 133 133 134 133

Public UtilitYeccoocesec0scocsoocosscccsssesscssncealCoass 452 435 495 510 503 508

Public, total.scoeccecssssssessccosscoessccscssssososslseco 1,072 1,105 ri,187 ri,238 v1,200 1,197
Nonresidential buiidingeccoecccssecsnccocceoccosccossoalOaass 358 365 r379 r388 r377 385
HighWeY.ee0ec0c09000c0e0000000as0000s0s000u0000s00020000ss 341 369 392 r429 r427 423

Construction cost index:
Depariment of Commerce Composit@ccccesecsscnsooi947-492100.. {34 134 138 138 §38 | ccocovecso

r/ Revised. 1/ Except farm and public utility.
USCOMM=-DC~- 12700
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