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2 WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS®

1956 1957
ITEM
Dec, ! Qec, 8 Nov, 16 Nov, 23 Nov, 30 Dec, 7
Commcdity prices, whoiesale:

All commodities, sosae ccos0e947-49m100., | coeeecescs *i15,9 117.8 117.8 1i7.8 ti7.8
Farm products. . econonenseeeelO0ueec |concocecan *87.9 91.8 2.1 91,6 91,4
Foods, procassedeeceececsesscssccesccscessncoseesnsesdOcase | esoceccsca *103,6 106,3 105,7 106,0 106.2
ANl Other.sseeccor000s000s0000eescasscosescssescssceldOcene sceescaccen *i24,2 125,6 125,6 i25.6 125,6

22 commodities 2/ens0vs00ss0000as00ecsesscesssscascsoslOncne 93.8 93,5 84,1 84,9 84,4 84,6

Department store sa!@5..css0ccsvnevseceocncssvvevcncvsnclOoese 197 226 142 155

Insured unemployment, total.eceocse ecesesssscesthous,, 1,219 1,250 1,595 1,592
State programs..ceeccsceccscsscsscccccsscssccssssssceaslOeease 1.1i6 i, 146 1,463 1,460

Finance:
Currency in clrculetion 3/ceecececsccscececssssMil, of dol,, 31,355 31,451 31,287 31,336 31,431 31,666
Federal Resorve bank credit outstanding, total 3/.cees00e00. 26,374 26, 165 25,424 25,489 25,325 25,387

Member bank reserve balances 3/cecevscccccss «doces. 19,375 19,068 i8.911 18,987 18,907 19,023

Excess reserves, ostimated 3/cccceescccccecssccceceslOnscs 621 386 526 528 489 487
Faderal Reserve reporting member banks in leading cities: 4/
Demand deposits. adjusfed,.........==5===_=‘,Mil of dnl,. 56,832 56,745 55,025 55,1tC 55,396 | scevsecses
Time dOpOSIfS, excepf Us So Government..ceeeccveeccal0cacs 2')76| 21,780 233795 2317-= 231758 tesvecesoce
Loans and investments (adjusted), total.. 86,207 86,171 86,103 86,332 86,082 | ceecosesss
Us So Government obligationSeccecscccascascsnccanalOesna 26, 141 25.820 ?24.785 74,938 25,000 | L.,
Commercial, industrial, and agr. loans (gross)....d0cee. 20,407 30,480 21,836 31,794 31,548 | veeacoscoe
Roal-estate loans (gross)eecesccesccscccecoressscecd0snce 8,855 8,848 8,776 8,777 8,774 | casessesns
Failurog, Industris! ond commerclalececscccsnccccoseiitimbti'o, 254 27¢ 06 308 ¢35 z8i
Bond yields, domestic corporate (Moody's) 3/.......narcent, 3,95 3,96 4,50 4,49 4,47 44
Stock prices, 500 stocks (Stand, & Poor's) 4/,,.1941-43=10,, 44,43 46.39 39.55 38.92 41,25 41.54
Industrials, 425 st0CKSoseccsssscecccccsecscscescsccdBesss 47,39 49,74 42,51 42,93 44,4} 44,7}
Prcduction:
Blitumincus coal 2/.......,...,......,."’hms. of short tons.. i,8i2 i,796 1,588 i,58C i,€i8 secescssce
Electric power, by utilitieS.ceccescscscsscemile Cf kw,=hr,, 12,075 12,047 11,953 12,136 1,613 | cieeaccons
Pessenger cars and trucks (Ward®s).cceeecccccsecesesonumber,, 185,038 191,667 164,563 175,450 132,107 165,598
Petroleum (crude) and condensate 3/eeeececscsthous, of bbli,, 7,133 7,353 6,831 6,832 6.829 | seemncoscee
S1€8] 5/verosesccasccscsscscssces thous, of short tons.. 2,489 2,493 i,990 1,945 1,846 i,831
. secessessscesecessess #1011 #10i,3 77.7 V6,0 72,1 71.5
Freight carloadings, total.ccececeseccsssasessthous, of cars., 752 733 647 633 554 | ceceecccee
Misce!l1aneouUS,cecescccescocccscccscscsscscccncessscseslOenes 375 377 328 323 284 | cescsccces

1/ Data do not always cover calendar weeks, 2/ Tuesday prices, 3/ Daily average, 4/ Wednesday data, 5/ Veek beginning December 9,
1957: Production, 1,777 thous. short tons; operating rate, 69.4 percent., * Menthly index for November 1956, # tict comparable with 1957
rates, which are based on higher capacity,

MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS

1956 1957

ITEM
October November August September October November

COMMODITY PRICES
Retail price:
All commodities (U.S. Dept., of Commerce index),|935-39=100,. 213.4 213.8 217.9 217.5 217,1 cescsevesse
DOMESTIC TRADE
Ail retail stores: i/

Estimated sales (unadjusted), total.ccsccecccsomil, of dol., 16,130 16,493 17,490 16,373 r16,949 17,203
Durab le=goods stores:
Automotive groUPeecseccccsscccessecosssscsssscsssssedOeces 2,830 2,907 3,352 3,078 r2,945 2,969
Furniture and appliance groupecccscccecccesscsccseesdOecee 956 1,003 912 853 roio 921
Nondurab le=goods stores:
ApPare!l group.ceccecccsscccccscsossssccsscsscsscecelOeces 1,034 1,095 967 1,010 ri,083 1,125

Drug and proprietary stores eeed0asse 480 470 528 515 r559 533

Eating and drinking places. eeslOa.ee 1,227 1,158 1,420 1,291 ri,263 1,228
FOOd QrouUPeceeccsccscesescccsccccccsccsscssascecseldOoace 3,729 3,877 4,353 3,937 r4,102 4,282
Gasoline service stationS.ccccccecccceccccscccssceedOoees 1,180 1,184 1,374 1,262 ri,287 1,248
General-merchandise@ groUPeececcccsccsccscscecccscceelOeces 1,808 2,030 1,774 1,696 ri,838 2,048
Estimated sales (seasonally adjusted), total, 15,896 16,212 17,030 16,919 rl6,714 16,619
Durable=goods storeS.ececesccsccses 5,490 5,664 5,740 5,722 r5,612 5,548
Nondurab 16~goods StoreSe.ccescescescccoccscccccccsceeldOosse 10,406 10,547 11,290 1,197 rit, 102 11,071
Estimated inventories:
Unad justed, totaleececcccseccccecscccccscccssccoceceedOnces 24,000 24,750 24,040 r24,270 24,470 eecscscccs
Durab 1e=goods STOreS.ssecescocscsceccccssscossssealOese 9,920 10,450 10,970 10,690 10,380 | cesccccese

Nondurab le-goods stores. escesseelOcses 14,080 14,300 13,070 r13,580 14,090
Adjusted, totalecececccoses cecceseslOusae 23,320 23,490 24,250 r24,360 24,190
Durab le=-goods storeS..eeeseccccesscsccocescoccseselOsees 10,090 10,420 11,040 rit, 120 10,960
Nondurab le-goods storeS.cesseccccoccscocsceccccsceedOoces 13,230 13,070 13,210 ri3,240 13,23C
Firms with 1| or more stores, estimated sales:

Unad justedeceeecrsccccecscsccccccscccsces 3,402 3,665 3,660 3,337 3,597 Tecsccsoce
AUJuSi@dececsccecsscscccccesscescccncccssccscoscscseelOaces 3,295 3,404 3,631 3,559 5,458 es0cesecce
Wholesale trade:

Sales, estimated (unadjusted), total.ecsceecesssbil. of dol.. 12.8 12,0 11,7 11,2 12,3 | cecocences
Durab le-goods establishmentS..eeeccececsccssccececeelOnees 4,9 4,5 4.3 4.2 4.5 | ceessscene
Nondurab le=goods establishments,.eececesececceescseedOececs 8.0 7.5 7.4 7.0 7eB | eonsctosse

Inventories, estimated (unadjusted), total.eccccccsceedOucee 13.0 13,2 12.7 12,8 12,9 | seceoccees
Durable-goods establishmentS.ceecececess PR . P 6.4 6.4 6.6 6.7 6.6
Nondurab le=goods establishmentS.eeesesssessssscescesdOenne 6.6 6.8 6.1 6,1 6.3 | siseenvase

r/ Revised, |/ Data for November 1957 are advance estimates, REVISED DATA ~~Manufacturers' sales 2nd new orders for October 1957 shown
[Nglhzedfor;ﬁ??ﬁ?éﬁ?camb“r 6 issue of the Weekly Supplement hava been revised as follows (mil, of dol,): Sales, unadjusted—total, 29,4R9; t~tal non=
15,080; food and beverage, 4,660; szles, adjusted=—total, 28,040; total nondurables, 14,097; food and beverage, 4,333; new orders,
http://fraser. §H9ﬂ1§ dfotal, 26,926; total nondursbies, 14,803; new orders, adjusted—total, 26,319; total nondurables, 13,969,
Federal Reser%GMnk of St. Louis



MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued 3

1956 1957
iTEM
October Movember August September October Novamber
EMPLOYMENT AMD WAGCES
Labor force (Bureau of the Census): 1/

Civilian labor force, total,ecescesssecscssescsssthousands., 68,082 67,732 68,994 68,225 68,513 68,061

EMplOYede.cccencossssosscscosacsccacsesssssssessssanadOnses 66,174 65,269 66,385 65,674 66,005 64,873
Agricultural employment,cc.ececsveeove vedOcees 7,i73 6,192 6,823 6,518 6,837 5,817
Nonagricultural employment.,eeecosscssoce veeealOuaas 59,000 59,076 59,562 59, 156 59,168 59,057

Unemployed.iecesscsossocassssssnecncovessssssncsacasslOeecs 1,909 2,463 2,609 2,552 2,508 3,188

Employees in nonagricultural establishments:

Total, unadjusted (U, S, Department of Labor)...ceeeeedCuses 52,952 53,007 52,891 r53,152 r53,059 p52,753
ManufacturingeeceeeesocecscescensssecsceccscscssssseelOoaas 17,238 17,180 16,955 ri6,905 r16,787 pl6,555
Miningeescocasacecoccscnsas esessssocccscasceceslOecas 836 837 862 r853 r837 p834
Contract construction.eeeesecsceccscssccscsssscssessloueee 3,29 3,174 3,305 r3,285 r3,220 p3,037
‘Transportation and public utilitieS.ccesccesoccesncaldOciss 4,189 4,184 4,215 4,206 r4,158 p4, 116
Wholesale and retail trade.cescccscsssece s0000e00cc0e 11,445 11,657 11,499 ril,620 11,673 pll,839
Finance, insurznce, and real estater.senssacssananandOaan. 2,315 2.314 2,389 r2,361 r2,353 p2,353
Service and misce!lan8luSeececesesssvsessssscsssssssslloses 5,343 6,727 6,508 6,541 r6,553 p6,523
GovernmenteecesssescscecessscsssssecnsscsssssesccsssalOssee 7,29 7,334 7,157 r7,381 r7,478 p7,496

Production workers in marufacturing industries:

Totel,ceesesescocscscoccsentossrorsrssssesssssvascscssdlaaee 13,465 12,392 13,024 12,992 r12,902 p12,588

Durable=goods industrieS..eeececsecsnsscnsasscssssssdo.. . 7,788 7,839 7,476 r7,397 r7,395 p7,290
Ordnance and acCeSSOri@S.esensrcnsnenrscoorasenseslCanas 82 82 75 73 ré9 p68
Lumber and wood products (except furniturel.eszse-0C.a.. 684 655 645 ré631 ré622 p601
Furniture and fixtureS..esescceccccccesscssosssseedOneas 325 320 317 319 r317 p312
Stone, clay, and glass productSccsececscosssscescsslOeces 476 470 459 461 ra56 pa49
Primary metal industrieSesesccosectesscessssscceeeslCcses i,i34 i,i34 i,077 ri,06l ri,051 pi,03i
Fabricated metal products 2/.ceeecceccecscasncseeslOucas 910 1 878 rg78 r8g9 p877
Machinery (except @lectrical)seccesserrcosscorcessceldCesee 1,255 1,262 1,180 ri.186 ri,163 pt.136
Electrical machineryeesececccecescscsccsscscscsceelOeese S08 913 861 r879 r868 p853
Transportation equipment,eseececeescssccscsccscssceldOeces 1,354 1,438 1,363 rl,278 rl,331 p!,351
instruments and related productSeecsccecncescessecseadOeses 234 235 225 r225 224 p221

Nondurable=goods industrieS.eesccccssocsscsocecscceedOross 5,677 5,553 5,548 r5,595 r5,507 5,398
Food and kindi'ed produCtS,eceescosccssssccsssccvsollecnse 1,209 i,i25 1,194 ri,2is i,140 vi,07%
Tobacco MmanufactureS.cceccscossssesscecccsecscssssdoeece 104 96 0 ro8 ro4 p87
Textile=mill productSecesccsscssscccsssecscsscccaeelOncee 958 955 91l 912 r907 p889
Appare! and other finished textile products..icceed0ecue 1,096 1,092 1,084 r|,084 r),075 p!,065
Paper and alliaed productS.eecescssscccescccesceceslOecee 470 470 465 ra69 471 p4a69
Printing, publishing, and allied productSeececcecoscedCeses 563 564 553 r563 r567 p565
Chemicals and allied productSe.ececcecscscccsccscssalfecee 55C 546 530 r533 r536 p530
Products of petroleum and coaleceecccocececccceceelOnsae 176 176 175 ri75 ri74 p175
Rubber productSescececsesssesccsscscecsscsscsessaaldOnece 215 194 204 206 r209 p207
Leather and leatner productS..seccscsecssscssccssedOesee 336 335 341 r336 r334 p333

Manufacturing production-worker indexes:
Emplcyment: Unadjusted.... 1947-49=100, . 108,9 108.3 105,3 r105,0 104,3 pl02,6
Ad justed. eanenaeslOsanse 107.3 107.4 104.4 ri03,3 102.9 pl10I.7
Payrolls, unadjustedescecsscsccscssscoccccscsscscssscedUases 169.0 168.2 164,7 ri64,7 ri62,7 pl52.5
Labor turncver in manufacturing establishments:

ACCesSion ratCeeecessescssesMnthly rate per 100 emplnyees,, 4,2 3.0 3.2 r3.3 p2.8 escssesces

Separation rate, totalececccsssacecssscasaescvrcscerealOuaes 3,5 3.3 4,0 r4.4 F4.0
DiSChargececessescsvesssscscsssscsscassescsasesssccelCaces 3 o3 o3 r.2 pe2
Lay=0ffeesesescsoscssoscscscccscsocosccesscscssccesalOanne 1.3 1.5 1.6 rl.8 p2.3 eseceveces
QUiTeeeeeeescacnccscnssencocassesscsssccsscscccsscssluaes 17 1.3 1.9 r2.2 ple3 essescssss
Military and miscellaneouS.ess.ssesccaccecsaccsasccsdOnase o2 o2 o3 2 pe2 ceccssccce

Hours and earnings:

Average weekly hours per worker, all manufacturing...hours,. 40,7 40,5 40,0 r39,9 39,5 p39.2
Durable-goods industrieS.eeececscesncescsesssassscneelOeease 41.4 41,2 40,3 r40,2 r39.9 p39.6
Nondurab le=goods industrieS..ecececessscscsccesscaseslOeaes 39,7 39.6 39.5 39.6 39,1 p38,7

Average weekly earnings, all manufacturinQececeececsedolliars,, 82,21 82,22 82,80 r82,99 r82.56 82,32
Durable=goods industrieSsececcscocccscscscsereascesceedOuens 89,01 88,99 89,06 rg89,24 rg8s,98 p88,70
Nondurab le=goods industrieSeecescscecccsescccccsesaslOneee 72,65 72.86 74,26 75,24 74.29 074,30

Average hourly earnings, all manufacturingeeessececseeedOoueee 2.02 2,03 2,07 2,08 r2,09 p2.10
Durable-goods industrieSsececcceccscce 2.15 2,16 2,21 2,22 r2,23 p2.24

Ordnance and aCCESSOri@S.ceecscsoscsccccanacvcvseecl0aaes 2.25 2.25 2.34 2,37 r2,38 p2.39
Lumber and wood products (except furniture)...eeeedeeee 1,79 1.77 1,84 rl,84 rl.83 pl.82
Furniture and fixtureS.cececccsceacascacsce eedO0eese 1,73 1,72 1,76 rl,77 1.76 pl.75
Stone, clav, and glass products.. eedCeees 1,99 2,01 2,06 r2,08 2,08 p2, 10
Primary metal industrieS.eeeecssccceccscscccscencsdOness 2,42 2,44 2,54 r2.57 r2,55 p2.55
Fabricated metal products 2/.eesecececececsscesseslOiece 2,13 2,12 2,20 2,22 r2,22 p2,22
Machinery (except electrical)sesceccssccscsssessesdOeaes 2,25 2,25 2,30 2,32 r2,33 p2,34
Electrical machinery..eeeecsescscccascccssccescassloneee 2,02 2,03 2,06 2,07 r2,08 p2,09
Transportation equipment..eeeescecccccccccsscccceeldOcces 2,37 2.39 2,43 2,46 r2.47 p2.50
Instruments and related productS.eseecescsccsaceceelO0cces 2.05 2,05 2.10 r2.14 r2.14 p2.15

Nondurab le=qoods industrieS.eseseesocccecccsscscesealOeens 1,83 1,84 1.88 1,90 1.90 pl.92
Food and kindred products.. 1.84 1.89 1,90 1.92 ri,o4 pl.97
Tobacco manufactureSeeeccscecosococccscascsncccssedOsees 1,39 1,45 1.49 1.46 ri.47 pl.54
Textile=mill produCtSececcecosercecocscsscocscscselOecas 1,49 1,50 1,50 1,51 151 pl.51
Apparel and otler finished textile productS..eeeesdOcces 1.49 1.48 1,50 1.51 rl.,50 pl.Si
Papor and allied products ..., A 1 9R 1 o8 2.06 ?2.08 r?2.09 n?2.07
Printing, publishing, and allied industries, 2,45 2.45 2,51 r2,53 r2,53 p2.53
Chemicals and allied productSeeceseesssacscasssesedOeeae 2,14 2,15 2.25 2,25 2,24 p2.25
Products of petroleum and coalececceccecccscscsecsdOescs 2,57 2,57 2,69 2,73 r2,71 p2.71
Rubber productSceecececcecsccesscocssscessoccacsescldOseese 2,20 2,17 2,27 r2.29 r2.32 p2,34
Leather and leather productS..ccscscssussvscsssssclOssas 1.51 1,52 1.54 1.55 1,55 pl.57

r/ Revised, p/ Preliminary, 1/ Estimates beginning January 1957 reflect certain changes made in the definitions for employment and un-
employment, etc, Figures for November 1957, comparable with data through November 1956, in order as above (thous.): 6€,067; 65,078; 5,817,
Digitized for %2625 R2, 982,
hitp://fraser.stld@8Hd org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



4 MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued

1956 1957
ITEM
September October July August September October
ELECTRIC POWER
Electric power:

Production, total.iescsseccssoscscccecscassesoMil, Of KWo=hr,, 55,649 58,445 81,191 62,649 58,335 60,297
Electric utilitiesccococescsccsccccassccscscssssscosdOesso 48,819 51,129 54,348 55,449 54,573 53,157
Industrial establishmentSececocsccocsssccsssscscseooldOsass 6,830 7,316 6,843 7,200 6,762 7,140

LUMBER AND MANUFACTURES
Lumber (National Lumber Manufacturers Association):

Production, totalsseesscecscscsssssessescasaMile Of bd, ft,. 3,159 3,394 2,728 3,107 2,883 3,024
SOftHOOGSsa00escoecossssccsccsssessccscscsssssssseoslOcons 2,540 2,778 2,258 2,562 2,354 2,506

Shipments, totai,.. ses0s000000000000 coosessed0s000 2,901 3,172 2,813 3,147 2,866 3,091
SOftWOOUSseec0ssesscoresceensssssssosasssescsssssssslOosss 2,363 2,622 2,384 2,623 2,341 2,543

Stocks (gross), miil, end of month, tofal,seseccescoselOcose 9,257 9,478 9,696 9,655 9,672 9,611
S0ftWOOUScescocoeecoscosctsncscososscscsessecssessssalOssse 5,752 5,907 5,929 5,867 5,880 5,849

METALS AND MANUFACTURES
Iron ore (Lake Superior district -- U, S. and Canadian ores):

Shipments from upper iake portS..ees....thous. of long tons.. 12,745 12,628 14,212 13,172 11,828 /11,005

Consumption by fUrnaceS.cesecocsceccscosscosssssosssesdOocoo 7,217 7,556 7,157 7,039 6,792 6,538

Stocks, end of month, tot@leccecoccoscsssssscscscecsesdOsose 41,213 - 47,483 37,148 43,951 49,464 54,844
At fUrNaceS.ceeccccssesscesssscescscscssscsssosssssesdOease 37,376 43,235 33,975 40,380 45,323 50,174
On Lake Erie dockSeeccescosssssoceccssssssssocoscssedOsasce 3,837 4,248 3,173 3,571 4,141 4,669

Foundry equipment (new), new orders, net
mo, avg. shipments,,,1947-49=100,, 14,7 122,2 98.6 231.3 113.9 | scccesceos
PULP, PAPER, AND PRINTING
Wood pulp:

Production, total, ail grades.ccscsecothous, of short tons,. 1,728,7 1,940,7 1,590.2 1,894,9 ri,742.8 1,948.8
Dissolving and special 8lphBiceecsscesscccscseessocodOoses 76.6 79.9 74.7 80, | 78.8 91.4
Sulfate.ssoese0000s000000000000000000ss000000000000000c0ss. 950,7 1,071.5 857.5 1,063,2 r969,0 1,086,9
SUlfiteeesssovc00s000000000000000s0esnosscsssccssecelOosco 197.8 238,0 182.3 210,2 192, 1 222.8
GroundwoodesececososecscescssescscacsscssescosssoeselOesss 243,3 262,.8 232,0 251.3 227.4 246,2
Defibrated or explodediscscccsessscescscccsssssccsselOnace 95,4 100.3 88,3 1004 96.5 106.5
Soda, semichemical, screenings, damaged, e¥CiceceeeeUOccss 164,9 188,2 155,5 189.8 r178,9 195. 1

Stocks, end of month, total, all millS.seec0s0esce0006d0ccso 885.4 909,0 879, | 873,0 r852, | 872.2
Pulp mi11S.sesc00e0000000s0000000000s0s00s00000ss00000000s 196,4 199.4 213,0 213.7 r200,3 209.6
Papar and board millSscececcooccoscscesoscsascscassolCosas 584,2 603,4 559,7 556, | r553.4 564,1
Nonpaper millSssecesccescsscsscssecesssscoccssssssoslOssoe 104,9 106,3 106.3 103,3 | 98.5 98.5

All paper and board mills, production:

Paper and board, totel.cececcosocceesssscssccosssssseslOsoes 2,477 r2,758 2,243 2,668 r2,519 2,797
PBDPEr.eececcsssscecscscassescsscnsssssssccsecossccsslOeces 1,113 ri,231 998 1,151 ri,061 1,197
Paperboard.scecoscccescvscssscocsssocsssssssscsscsseslOooce 1,110 ri,256 1,005 1,238 ri, 191 1,311
Wet-machine boardssssceccescescsssssvescscsssoscssoslOuscs 12 13 10 16 ri2 13
Construction paper and board,.coecsscescsscccescssscoeleoss 243 257 23| 263 r255 276

TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT
Motor vehicles:

Factory sales, total.ccecscsesssccscssssccsoensssasenumber,, 275,555 445,122 579,951 610,747 380,609 379,316

Coaches, 10talcescecossscessossssssasococosesssenceod0uaan 368 298 309 315 243 233
DomestiCesssssescosossssesceccossccsscsscssccancsscldOssoe 364 291 302 281 187 232
Passenger cars, totalecscsoscscescssescoscosessosseslOoeee 203,888 352,140 484,718 521,282 318,279 291,064
DomestiCeocsssscssecsccscsonaccoscvessesscsscoosselOuscs 202,159 341,779 474,635 513,290 315,008 282,510
Trucks, total,ceecoesosscnccvsoccocoescscsscssssceesldoons 71,299 92,684 94,924 89, 150 62,087 88,019
DomestiCeccosssvsssseesssscesssssacsccsssoscrosssslOosno 56,852 77,533 76,856 74,212 51,016 73,707

r/ Revised, 1/ November 1957 figure=--4,066,000 short tons,
USCOMM~DC~ 12674
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