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2 WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS'

1956 1957
ITEM
Oct. 13 Oct. 20 Sept. 28 Oct, 5 Oct, 12 Oct. 19
Commodity prices, wholesale:
All commoditieSeeseeeercssssssssscasascenasaans |947-49=100., sececcecs *115.6 ecscccces cesccccce 117.6 117.6
Farm productS.eeeevecveceeecocsascsecascescacaseneedConss *88.4 91.3 91.5
Foods, processedececccccssccscccccscsccsccccscssessdon.s, cessesses *103.6 cecsscass cacsseses 105.0 104.9
All Othere.ceeeececcecsecsceccccccsesssscscacccnesslOnass cesesssee *123,6 sseescces ecssccces 125,7
22 commodities 2/.ieeesesssssscccscssssacsssssssesssadOneas 90.6 90.7 86.2 85.3 85.2
Department store SaleS.ceececcccassccccsessscsccsassaeelOneas 134 129 130 127 132
Insured unemployment, tOt@leeceeeesccccccccccseesssessthous,, 935 928 1,254 1,259 seccsscce

State ProgramS..cceeesssscsssscrecaccccsscsssssssssseslOness 862 854 I, 165 1,169 ccssscces
Finance:

Currency in circulation 3/.ceececcacesccccessail, Of dol.. 30,880 30,953 31,052 31,038 31,129 31,191

Federal Reserve bank credit outstanding, total 3/....do.... 25,707 25,810 25,622 25,304 25,563 25,451

Member bank reserve balances 3/.eeeceececcccacsscssselOeene 18,929 18,890 18,963 19,034 19, 189 19,068
Excess reserves, estimated 3/.ceeceeccccscsccsceesedOuans 607 577 581 393 553 479

Federa! Reserve reporting member banks in leading cities:4/

Demand deposits, adjustedeceeccscccccecaceaseil, of dol.. 55,289 55,623 54,788 54,015 54,344

Time deposits, except U. S. Government.ec.eeceseceeslOueae 22,043 22,029 23,838 23,900 23,956

Loans and investments (adjusted), totaleceeccceceaeedOuase 85,338 86,066 86,558 87,898 87,267
U. S. Government obligationS.eececcoccececscecesedOeaes 25,732 26,392 24,537 25,654 25,324 cecssesea
Commercial, industrial, and agr. loans (gross)...do.... 29,833 29,836 32,408 32,331 32,114 ececssssne
Real-estate 108ns (Gross).eeecescsscccsacccssceesedOuass 8,815 8,834 8,725 8,727 8,722 cessecsne

Failures, industrial and commerci@lesecececccseessoNUmber,, 259 254 278 261 244 258

Bond yields, domestic corporate (Moody's) 3/......percent.. 3,80 3.81 4,45 4,45 4,44 4,45

Stock prices, 500 stocks (Stand, & Poor's) 4/..1941-43=10,. 46,84 46,20 42,46 43,10 41,99 41.33
Industrials, 425 StOCKSecaesseccccscccsssasscccsesslOnacs 50.24 49,51 45,90 46,54 45,22 44,47

Production:

Bituminous coal 3/.eeeccsccccasssssssThous, of short tons.. 1,703 1,756 1,709 1,658 1,652 cecesceas

Electric power, \by utilitieSceesecccccacscefil, Of kwe=hr,. 11,300 11,333 11,697 11,564 11,709 ceccsenes

Passenger cars and trucks (Ward's).. eesesssssnumber,, 91,203 110,208 60,794 33,653 57,486 91,476

Petroleum (crude) and condensate 3/....4s...thous, of bbl,. 6,993 6,997 6,821 6,812 6,729 ecccsccne

Steel 5/ceecececccccscscccscsncssesssthous, of short tons., 2,483 2,495 2,105 2,115 2,105 2,070
Percent of Capacity 5/ceeccccecccccccssccsconcsaccccascas #100.9 #101.4 82,2 82.6 82.2 80.9

Freight carloadings, total, thous, of cars,. 823 829 739 748 742 cecssccss

MiSCel laneoUS.ceeseecocsvesacecssccssssascscesssssneelOuacs 399 401 352 358 358 csseccsoe

1/ Data do not always cover calendar weeks., 27 Tuesday prices, 3/ Daily average. 4/ Wednesday data, 5/ Week beginning October 21, 1957:
Production, 2,045 thous, short tons; operating rate, 79.9 percent., * Monthly index for October 1956, # Not comparable with 1957 rates,
which are based on higher capacity.

MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS

1956 1957
ITEM
August September June July August September
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS
Business incorporations:
New incorporations (48 StateS)ecececcesccacascacssnUmber,, 11,339 9,583 11,269 11,686 11,361 10,526
Industrial and commercial failures:

Failures, Totaleseeeccesscceosoccssccaccaccsassssssnumber,, 1,101 932 1,084 1,059 1,145 1,071
Commercial ServiCeeisiecsecccecsscscscesscsscassscsssesdonees 95 72 93 81 Ell 94
ConstructioNecsececssceccccscscosscecssscccassscsceelOnass 146 146 164 153 165 164
Manufacturing and miningeeecescecsssscssssccsscsccedOuens 195 140 179 I8l 204 182
Retail 1radeceessccecsccccecsocccccssccsccacscceesslooees 567 489 553 570 588 535
Wholesale 1rade.seecececcecsececccsscecccececcscseelOieas 98 85 95 74 97 96

Liabilities (current), total.cesecencpessss. thous, of dol.. 55,040 39,313 51,454 44,299 43,514 45,420
Commercial ServiCeesisesseecsceccscsssoscascesssscssedOnaas 4,127 2,058 3,551 5,024 2,33} 4,554
ConstructioNeeecececcacacnes [P - | B 7,507 7,840 10,066 7,629 10,426 5,618
Manufacturing and mining.. cecsscscsscsssscescslCaase 17,828 9,539 12,966 14,039 12,847 13,901
Retail 1TradeseesescecssssscscsccnsssccscscscscsansslOiass 14,772 15,656 i7,715 12,715 4,752 13,657
Wholesale 1radeeecececcecceccccscaccccenccanccceseedonans 10,806 4,220 7,156 4,892 3,158 7,690

CONSTRUCTION AND REAL ESTATE
Highway concrete pavement contract awards: 1/

TOtalueueesesseesecesosssecsnsscanscenssathous, of sq. yd.. 8,398 5,267 11,086 8,896 5,292 4,844
AIPPOrtSeciieeeeecsescssacccssessnnnsocnecsscssasalOnaas 1,486 695 1,917 845 336 282
ROBUAS.ececssosesscoscssccsvssscscssccscsasscscscaveasslOians 3,219 1,911 6,151 4,581 2,497 1,791
Streets and alleySeceeeccccceccccascsccsccccscccceelOeasns 3,693 2,661 3,017 3,471 2,459 2,771

Construction cost index (E, H, Boeckh and Associates):
Average, 20 cities:

Apartments, hotels, and office buildings: .
Brick and concretesceeescscessale S. aAvg. 1926-29=100.. 280.2 280.8 288.3 290.5 290.6 291.0
Brick and steel.ceeceeccceccececcasassssssssssnsedOooess 275.9 276.7 282.7 284,7 284.8 285.0
Brick and WOOd..eessecessccesccossassseccssescnaaaldOaeas 277.2 277.0 281.7 283, 1 283.2 283,2

Commercial and factory buildings:
Brick and cOnCret@.cvececscsscaccscccascnsccscaesloiass 288.2 288.9 297.8 300. 1 300. 1 300.7
Brick and steel.cceececeecesccacssncesssccnsacseadOneas 287.3 288.6 296.4 300.2 300.2 300.8
Brick and woOdeeseeeecoeooooccsnscssccccssccccessdOness 275.9 275.9 281.6 283.3 283.3 283,5
Frame.eeevecesccocscecsccssssvecccscoccccccccesselOiene 276.2 275.4 278.7 280.0 280.2 279.8
Steeleceeccscceccacsscrcccccccacccccssccssacccceslonass 273,2 274.9 282,.6 287.9 287.9 288.5

Residences:
BriCKeseeecsoosasassecsceacscsscsssssscccccscncseedOisas 277.8 277.4 282,2 283.5 283,6 283.6
Frame.ccceececocossccccccsscccaccsssescssascsssceelOeens 271.0 270.5 273,9 275, 1 275,2 275,0

Digitized for FR{¥S5a%a for August 1956 and July 1957 are for 5 weeks; other months, 4 weeks.,
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued

1956 1957
ITEM -
August September June July August September
F INANCE
Agricultural loans and discounts outstanding of agen-
cies supervised by the Farm Credit Adm,:

Totaleeeeeneecesscscsccescsssccscnscscsssaccssiil, of dol.. 2,987 2,980 3,287 3,327 3,345 3,354
Farm mortgage loons: Federal land bankS.e.cceseesslOooas 1,675 1,689 1,870 1,877 l,887 1,896
Loans 10 coOpPerativesS..cescececcccsscccscssscscsceslOnccs 375 397 384 409 420 430
Other loans and discountSeeeeecaceescsosscscacsceceelOenee 937 893 1,033 1,041 1,038 1,027

Bank debits, total (344 centers)eecceececcsssssscccoseeslOnees 183,819 167, 154 193,303 200,572 190,539 189,297
"NeW YOrk CitYeceoseocsccoccocscscscnceccsasesscccnceslOoees 67,279 61,223 74,512 74,509 68,409 70,953
6 ofther centerSecccsceccccscessssccaccessscsssacccesalOoees 38,206 34,057 39,942 41,711 40,194 39,095
Federa| Government finance:
Receipts, 1018lecccecccessocsoccsnscsccasessssscscceslOneee 5,959 6,897 pl2,779 3,734 6,475 8,109
Receipts, Ret.ececceccocncceccscnccssccsccasssoeselOocee 4,954 6,218 pll,648 3,057 5,128 7,225
CUSTOMS.ccoccecesoacscecoceososcscscacascsscsesccealOoans 64 60 p58 70 65 65
IRdividusl inCome T8X@SeeeeeasssessssseccsccccssceeldOuans 3,540 3,687 p4,053 1,316 3,806 3,986
Corporation income and profits taxes.. Y- - PO 352 1,709 p6,722 541 355 2,304
Employment t8xeS.e.cceecteccccncasnne .do.... 88l 451 p589 366 1,003 540
Other internal revenue and receiptSeeeccscesccccceceldOeens 1,123 990 pl,356 1,441 1,245 1,214

EXPERdiTUreS,cesecoesesecscscocsnssescsassasasssscasslOnees 5,902 4,918 p6, 190 6,347 5,930 5,667
Interest on public debtesecececececscocescoscscacaseadOnans 567 570 p646 - 659 628 630
All other expenditureSeeseesccecscsssscsccsasssssselOeees 5,334 4,348 p5,544 5,688 5,302 5,037

Stocks, cash dividend payments publicly reported:

Total dividend paymentS..ceeeeccacecssccssssccccccscssslOeess 292.8 1,591.4 1,679.0 763.6 316.2 1,671.8
FindNCesceeccccccccccnce 64,3 105.3 107.2 146.5 65,7 105.0
Manufacturing, 122.9 1,080.9 1,120.6 280,9 129.4 1,126.8
MiNiNGeeeeesossascssscccccccoscsccssscacocccsccsasselOnaas 3.3 117.9 125.7 7.4 2,5 134,6
Public utilities:

CommunicationSeeeeeccsscesccccecssscecssoncasaceslOaaes 1.2 40.9 41,7 141.0 1.3 41.2
Electric and gdS.ceececsccecscccccsccsscccsscccesctOnse 76.3 120.3 132.6 95.5 83,0 134,5
RaIIrOadesecsececccsscscsocsocccscncscnsssssceccseeelOoans 6.5 59.9 73.9 18.4 10.2 61.5
Trad@eeecececessssssacecsccccscsncscsscssscscsccseelOneae 0.3 42,3, 51.2 62.0 14,5 42.5
Misce | |aneoUS,eecececsoscacccsccescnsssscccccagocealOoass 8.0 23.9 26,1 1.9 9.6 25.7
TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICAT IONS
Operations on scheduled airlines:

Miles flown, revenue,.ccececcccccccccsssasscsssssThousands,. 55,582 53,368 r59,652 62,058 63,565 cessssssns

Express and freight ton-miles floWn.eeeescacecsccsceelOeane 22,256 22,747 22,396 21,969 23,651 ecescscane

Mail, ton-miles floWneeeeeeeecesceccccoccscssssocceselOnsne 7,408 7,018 7,628 7,552 7,751 coseccccss

Passengers originated, revenuee.cececcccescesccscescsealOeene 3,392 3,301 3,707 3,525 3,742 sesescsnse

Passenger-miles flOWN, reVeNUC.e.eeeessscsssssssoMillions,. 2,007 1,902 2,333 2,253 2,349 cececscene

CHEMICALS AND ALLIED PRODUCTS
Organic chemicals, production:

Acetic acid (synthetic and natural)..........thous, of Ib.. 47,922 45,692 46,982 45,643 51,726 cevecssnce

Acetic anhydride.sceececcccccsscscaccsassesnccacessselOuane 72,202 74,808 67,377 67,140 76,886 esssscssen

Acetylsalicylic acid (8spirin).ceeccccccccocsssscccecl0caes 1,046 1,003 1,223 243 1,240 cescsesess

Creosote Ollicecccscecescnccscasseccnesssssathous, of gal,. 9,123 10,112 9,603 9,171 10,595 essssesace

DDTeessecoscocecsosscsaccscccsnccsaseccosssssthous, of Ib,. 12,138 11,912 11,023 ri1,058 9,306 tessescses

Ethyl acetate (85%).ccecececccecccccscesccccccrisssealOnens 8,111 6,969 8,151 8,038 7,416 eesessssss

Ethylene glycol.esoess 84,495 89,261 98,789 106, 183 109, 117 esecccssss

Formaldehyde.(37% HCHO) ceeeecesoccsccccccsccssssosseslOoecs 108,512 114,430 | 100,606 93,383 103,324 ceoseveess

Methanol : ‘

Natural (1008)..ccceccocccacecsscsasscssasthous, of gal,, 196 198 187 186 165 cccecesece

Synthetic (100%).eeescecccccecscescsnscscaccsasanaslOnaae 19,720 17,468 14,108 16,692 18,000 cecceccene

Phthalic anhydride,cceeesscsessccscsassssssssatThous, of Ib,. 24,143 22,690 30,519 27,400 24,240 esesscscce
Synthetic plastics and resin materials, production:

Cellulose acetate and mixed ester plastics:-

Sheets, rods, and tTubeSecececccccescessssssthous, of Ib,, 3,815 3,945 4,094 2,872 3,580 eeescsscse
Molding and extrusion materialsS..ccceccccocscesceselOoces 7,395 8,579 7,794 6,621 7,200 c06060cs00

Nitrocellulose sheets, rods, and tubeSeeescceccccseselOeces 443 324 270 233 318 cescsscsns

Other celiulose plastiCSeeeccssscecccescscosescscsscealOnces 554 279 468 341 18} cesssccsns

Phenolic and other tar acid resinS..cecescccecescessslOoses 37,826 37,598 35,564 32,607 37,043 seccsscsas

POlYSTYreRBeseseecsccrsscccssanccasascsssscnsssnscseelOoans 44,288 44,314 43,309 38,889 46,520 cessscesse

Urea and me lamine resiNS.eecesccccccescscccccscscsecelOeess 21,171 21,759 22,268 18,057 23,489 sesssncane

VINYl reSiNSeeeeececescssscesesscsaccssnssssscsscccceelOneae 57,121 60,237 68,327 63,272 72,263 eececcencs

AlKYd reSinSyeeeesccssscccccsessssssssssssssasccessseeldOease 30,421 27,652 32,120 27,858 29,228

Rosin moaiffé ecesscccsscsssseaslOiaee 11,398 9,377 11,000 r9, 149 10,048

Polyester resinS..cececscscses Y /s T 6,634 5,369 8,178 7,209 7,336

Polyethylene resinSeeececscesessccsscscssscssccacsacslOnees 49,790 51,089 56,074 55,357 58,349 ecesscesen

Misce |l laneouS.ceeescscesscecssccssosvcsscscnssancsaaslOoeee 13,140 13,298 14,900 14,428 15,313 cessevcsne

METALS AND MANUFACTURES
Pig iron, productionsseeceseeesessossathous, of short tons.. 5,143 6,934 6,660 6,692 6,782 6,628
Aluminum shipments:
Mill products and pig and ingot (net)eeceeeescomil, of Ib.. 313,3 307.7 320.8 r370.0 298.8 cevesecens
Mit) products, T0T8leerocssssecoccsascsoscassvenesalOanae 217.8 217.4 227.4 r249.0 223.7 1 cecccecess
Plate and shee@te.ceeessssessccsscccsseccscssscaaalOnee. 104.3 7.1 117.1 r130.6 117.8 cesssccnse
Foundry equipment (new), new orders, net
mo. avg. shipments,.|947-49=100,. 188.3 14,7 187.5 98.6 2313 | vereeseeee
Tractors (except garden): )

Track B8YiNGe.eeeeeesosssossessccscsssssssnssscasseesstiits,, 4,334 3,992 3,565 2,906 2,696 esscscssse
VBlUGeereeeeessssoassasssscsccassasssasrsssThous, of dol.. 38,765 - 33,575 33,625 29,772 29,219 eseccasese

whee |-type (except contractors' off-highway)ee.eee..units,. 13,974 16,600 17,782 15,550 14,698 sesessesss
ValUB.eiveseccenssossssessssacssssscsesesaThous, of dol.. 24,556 29,656 33,781 28,449 26,929 esessssane

Digitized for FRASER ;
http://fraser.sti&didRY 8797 2/ Preliminary.
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4 MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued

1956 1957
ITEM N ‘
August September June July August September
PAPER AND PRINTING
Newsprint, Canada (including Newfoundiand):
ProductionecscsceccsocsosccssessccessThous, of short tons., 570.4 514,0 532,0 549,2 560,3 486,6
Shipments from millS.ceceeeseccocosecesssoccsscsccsselOosocs 559,3 528,7 548,5 578.8 524,0 512.9
Stocks, at mills, end of MONthececcocssocccosccssosealBoano 133,3 118.5 199,.6 169.9 206,2 i79,9
Wewsprint, United States:
Consumption by publishersSecscessceeccccacscsosocccoacldOsaas 402,5 434,9 433.9 373.5 386.4 434,3
ProductionsceccecsocscscsssocscccocssscscccoscsscsceselOoaone 154,3 140.6 159, 1 i44.4 156,5 133.8
Shipments from millScecooccscccoossccccccossccosssossdOoass 153.5 1411 156.8 143, 1 153,7 132,7
Stocks, end of months
At MillS.00c0000000000000000c00000000000000cc0sccoolOsass 8.5 8.0 1.9 13,2 15,9 17,0
At publishersccsecesecscssecsscscossccoccscsossoseelOooos 518.5 513,0 585.6 653,.4 704,9 673,4
In transit to publishersceccsccscccscccecoccocssssslOsoos 114,0 111.8 101.8 101.5 100.6 107,7
TEXTILE PRODUCTS
Cotton: 1/
Consumpt1ONccscooascososescceccssssesssecsasasccssoobdl@S,s 686,428 r825,303 649,700 637,345 666,549 659,651
Manufactures:
Spindie activity (cotton system spindies):
Active spindles, last working dayeeeceacessothousands.. r20,468 r20, 307 19,740 19,754 19,704 19,769
Consuming 100 percent cotton.ceceoccoccosscssselOosoo 18,912 18,780 18,174 18,067 18,079 18,147
Spindlie ‘hours operated, all fibers, total,.mil, of hr.. 9,545 rii,446 9,088 9,361 9,123 9,171
Average per WOrking da@Yeeecceecocscocccscccocsl0coss 477 r458 454 374 456 459
Consuming 100 percent cottoNscescscccoscssssssaalOssoss 8,849 10,678 8,396 8,481 8,368 8,441
Rayon and acetates
Production:
Filament Y8rfNeoocecoccocosocscscsscaccscssscosfMile OF Iboo 56,5 53,1 55,8 55,7 r54,2 53,8
Staple (incl. ToW)coocococ000000sc00000ec00cc0scoseldOesos 30,1 28.2 29.6 32,7 38,0 39,7
Stocks, producers', end of month, tot@l.csccoccsscoeelOosoo 120.8 115.8 125.6 124,.5 ri22.6 120.9
Filament YarnecosseocsosocssoocecccsssecceocoooceseolOeooo 67,0 63,7 69,7 69,9 r69,6 68.4
Staple (incl, TOW)seooscoc0sc0esccocesscoosssoccosodOoson 53.8 52,1 55.9 54,6 53,0 52,5
TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT
Rai lway equipment, American Railway Car Institute:
Freight cars:
Shipments, ToT@l.cceoscocccocsssscscccssccascscocnUmber,, 5,525 3,458 8,568 7,872 8,887 8,500
Equipment manufacturers, total.,ececceccocosoccsclOssss 2,944 1,835 4,820 4,811 4,716 4,947
DomesTiCoecocosccossocosssccosoccsssccoscsccssoolOocos 2,783 i,821 4,629 4,664 4,587 4,897
Railroad and private~line shops, domestiCeeosceoel0ccss 2,581 1,623 3,748 3,061 4,17% 3,553
New orders; TotaloecocsccscscoccccscoscsccocosoccsosldBocoo 2,361 3,918 4,893 1,251 3,192 3,257
Equipment manufacturers, 1t0t@lecoccoccsccccocooood0asso 2,310 3,810 2,132 835 1,082 i,753
DomesTiC.oocc0s00c00000000000000000000000000000U00000 2,295 3,808 2,132 835 1,068 1,753
Railroad and private-line shops, domestiCecoccooed0osos 51 108 2,761 416 2,110 1,504
Unfilled orders, end of month.cosoocscocccccsoosoososod0eo 125,024 122,563 93,217 86,489 80,477 73,150
Equipment manufacturers, t0t@leccecscccesoccscssessdOso 58,870 60,655 43,853 39,864, 36,203 32,954
~ DomestiCaecossccccsscosccooocoscooascosscssccssasedOoo 58,716 60,513 42,446 38,604 34,984 31,785
Rai lroad and private-line shops, domestiCeoocococesd0ss 64,154 61,908 49,364 46,625 44,274 40,196
Passenger cars (equipment manufacturers):
Shipments, T0T@leococooscoeasocssssosossasonccssenUmMbers, 48 46 65 27 43 187
DomestiCecooscsocoscocssssosossscsconcosscsasccossslOns 43 42 17 15 40 185
Unfilled orders, end of month, totalccoccoccccoccacesclOos 681 715 738 721 678 507
DOomestiCococoooeccococccosencoosssasosascoocssoooasl0so 672 700 722 717 677 492
r/ Revised, 1/ Data for September {956 and July (957 cover 5 weeks; other months, 4 weeks,
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