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2 WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS ®

1956 1957
ITEM
Oct, 6 Oct. 13 Sept. 21 Sept. 28 Oct, 5 Oct, 12
Commodity prices, wholesale:
All commOditieSeseacseseacececscacassnsnscccaeel 94749210000 | tevvnvnnon *115,5 7.9 117.7 117.5 117.5
Farm produCtsS,.ceeeccecceccacoscsscssssosesscssaseseelOiane | toceosaaoe *90, | 91,0 90.3 90,5 91,2
Foods, processed.ecseccsceccscecsssccccessoscsssscsaseldOcacs | cocovocane *104,0 106.4 105.9 105.2 104,9
ALl OThereeeeeeeeseceescocccncasaaccsncsnasasscsaseaedOnoce | cannnnanas *123, 1 125.8 125.7 125,6 125.5
22 commodities 2/.eecescsccace escecscocesccosseaslOeace 91! 90,6 87.4 86,2 85,3 85,2
Department store saleéSc.eceesoss teesscsssccssscsscsdOises 127 134 126 i30 127 | sesscesocs
Insured unemp loyment, total..... eesesescenseasaassThous,, 949 935 1,254 1,258 | Liiiiecece | conconcncs

State programs...ceeceececessccsscecescsssaccassssssessl0uons 874 862 1,162 1,165 1 Lceeeceneos sesscssccs
Finance:

Currency in circulation 3/ceceeesccecssassssasemil, of dol.. 30,7869 30,880 31,184 31,052 31,038 31,129

Federal Reserve bank credit outstanding, totai 3/.0.e.00.... 25,593 25,707 25,719 25,622 25,304 25,563

Member bank reserve balances 3/..cc.co00c0c0e 18,935 18,929 t9, i08 18,963 19,034 19,189
Excess reserves, estimated 3/,.cc0000a0veececcccnsealOuaas 479 607 686 581 393 589

Federal Reserve reporting member banks in leading cities: 4/

Demand deposits, adjustede...c.eooecscszces--Mmil. of doli.. 54,915 55,289 55,094 54,788 54,015 csseeevoso
Time deposits, except U. S. Government...eeeseeceeeceel0ssss 22,040 22,043 23,763 23,838 23,900 | cevcacsese
Loans and investments (adjusted), totaliceeesscesessdOee.s 85,655 85,338 87,052 86,558 87,898 | cecancsecs
U, S, Government obligationS.ueeeseecascecesscaceeedOancn 25,979 25,732 24,747 24,537 25,654 cosszecses
Commercial, industrial, and agr. lcans (gross)....do.... 29,849 29,833 32,603 32,408 32,331 ceccssssne
Real-estate loans (gross).cesececcsscccsssccccassedoians 8,794 8,815 8,718 8,725 8,727 | cevenossos

Failures, industrial and commercial,.eeecesscessssscnUmber,. 253 259 287 278 261 244

Bond yields, domestic corporate (Moody's) 3/.......percent.. 3.79 3.80 4,44 4,45 4,45 4,44

Stock prices, 500 stocks (Stand, & Poor's) 4/...1941-43=10.. 46.28 46,84 44,69 42,46 43,10 41.99
Indusirials, 425 StOCKS.ueeseseoonccascassscaaseeasaslOaasn 49,59 50,24 48,29 45,90 46,54 45,22

Production:

Bituminous coal 3/¢..ecieeveceaaaasesothous, of short tons.. 1,733 1,703 1,678 1,709 1,650 | cucosesnes

Electric power, by utilitieSicececcaassceeeamils of kw.-hr,. i1,342 11,300 11,991 11,697 11,564 cecscscans

Passenger cars and trucks (Ward's)..e.ceeeesesesseesonUmber,, 79,293 91,203 65,806 60,794 33,653 54,312

Petroleum (crude) and condensate 3/.¢seesess.thous. of bbl,. 7,022 6,993 6,840 6,821 6,812 ensceesans

Steel 5/iaceoocsncancnanannnanaaaas-scthous. of short tons.. 2,506 2,483 2,101 2,105 2,118 2,105
Percent of capacity 5/cceesecscescecsccsscsccseacacacssanns #101.8 #100.9 82.1 82,2 82.6 82.2

Freight carloadings, totaleseseeesccesassseassthous. of cars,, 815 823 725 739 T48 | toveevcens

MiscellaneouS.,eeeveeecccasscescceensnccassacasnesanaalOees. 391 399 348 352 358 aa

1/ Data do not always cover calendar weeks, 2/ Tuesday prices. 3/ Daily average. 4/ Wednesday data. 5/ Week beginning October 14, 1557:
Production, 2,092 thous., short tons; operating rate, 81,7 percent, * Monthly index for September 1956, # Not comparable with 1957 rates,
which are based on higher capacity.

MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS

1956 1957
I TEM
August September June July August September
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS
Personal income, by source:
Seasonal |y adjusted at annual rates:
Total personal iNCOME.ecsesccacssassccasssssabil, of dol., 329.3 331, ! 344.8 246,2 r346,8 346,5
Wage and salary disbursements, totaleeeesescscsseslOoesns 228.8 230.4 240.1 240.9 r24i.7 241.2
Commodity~producing industriesS.ceeeecceeccsceecedOoeae 98.6 99.6 103.3 103,0 ri102.8 101.9
Distributive industrieS.c.ecececees eeceescsesdOL,.s 60.5 60,9 63,8 64.5 re4,7 64,7
Service industries...... cecccsse [ [ TN 31.5 31.5 33,2 33.4 r33,7 33.9
GOVernmMeNnt sueececececcosescessncsssssscascsssaceslOiace 38.2 38.4 39.8 40.0 ra0.5 40,7
Other 1abor iNCOME..ceeseesecessacesssssccssscssesdOncee 7.6 7.6 7.9 7.9 8.0 8.0
Proprietors® and rental iNCOME.eceescssssccacscseedOeesns 50, | 49,9 50.9 5.6 r5i,2 51,1
Personal interest income and dividendSeceeceseesesd0csss 29.9 30.1 31.2 31.4 r31.,6 31,7
Transfer paymentS.ceceseccscesssecssscsssssssesseaslOuane 18.7 18.8 21.5 21,3 21.2 21.3
Less personal contributions for social insurance..dOss.. 5.8 5.7 6,8 6.9 6.9 6.8
Total nonagricultural income..ccvcesccscccscscscesscoaldOeces 314.1 3161 329.3 330.5 331,3 331.2
industrial production (FRB):
Unad justed, combined indeXecececesssessscsesess 947-49=100,. 142 146 145 135 144 pl46
ManufactureS, oeeeeecocsssacscescasasssccscsenscccealOisoe 143 148 146 136 146 pla7
Durabie manufacturesS.cececcecsscsccccsssececcscsesdOeses 155 161 162 ri50 i59 pi58
Primary metolSceeesescceacccsacescocssscsacsscoeslOenns 118 145 136 rlig ri2s pi3!
Metal fabricating (including ordnance)..ceeeceseaedOesee 167 172 176 167 ri73 pl71
Fabricated metal productS..eeeccescscesecscscesdOocas 135 144 139 134 rial plas
MACHhiNeryoeeeeoeacevsesessssessccsasscscssasseeslOnees 168 177 168 158 rié5 pl69
Transportation equipment....c.eveeececesesceasclOenas 186 181 216 r203 r208 pigl
Instruments and related productSeececeseceseeesdOeess 167 171 171 rl68 rl74 pl74
Furniture and fixTureS.eeeeeeesocsesasasssseasselOucas 123 125 118 rilé ri2a pi26
Lumber and produCtSeceseeeseescassccscesscsanseatlOnaes i35 133 131 105 125 pl2a
Stone, clay, and glass products.eeeecececcececcesdooaes 164 157 159 risi rl6l pi6l
Miscel laneous manufactures,.seeeeeeccescescsseealdOeaas 145 150 139 131 rla4 pl4s
Nondurable manufactureS.ceecececescscsaccacecacesseldOnmee 131 134 130 122 ri33 p136
Printing and publishingesessesesessccscsescscseadOeeas 133 139 140 ri34 ri37 pl43
Petroleum and coal productSeieasecccececsscsessadOoesns 142 145 139 ri39 rlda pl47
MineralSeceeeecececscessccccsasssscccccscccasccscsesdon,as 131 132 ri130 123 ri130 p130
COBlaeeceoesecoscasencesscososscsscncsscsccsccsssslOnnas 87 90 88 ré5 87 p86
il and nat L= = Y« [« JP 150 147 r145 r145 ria6 146
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1956 1957
1TEM
August September June July August September
GEMERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS - Continued
industriai production (FRB) - Continued
Adjusted, combined inNdeX...eeesvecssocasscsssce i947-49=100.. 143 144 144 144 rl45 pl4a
ManUfaCTUreS.seceeccosvssocosascoscsssssnassssscsaeedOenes 144 i46 i46 i46 rid7 plas
Durable manufactures,.ccecscosecscvascocsccccocsscdOouse 158 162 162 risl 162 p159
Primary metalSeeesoscevscecenccncascsnoessceneselOsas 125 148 132 ri33 ri36 pi34
Metal fabricating (inciuding ordnance).csecececed0ccas 172 174 177 177 ri77 pl74
Fabricated metal productSececssccsoccsscassecelOeaas 134 i39 139 141 ri140 pl40
MachineryeeceseacacsssecsoscecscscacscacccscselOneas 175 175 171 173 ri72 plées
Transportation equipment.cececccessccosscssaselOecen 191 193 215 210 r2i1 p207
Instruments and reiated productSceccesccccaccadOacee 171 171 171 rl73 ri177 pl74
Furniture and fixtures..scecoescsovescssccncsesslOeans 122 122 121 ri24 ri23 pl22
Lumber and produCtS...cessescascccccaosccscsssesdOnans 130 i26 125 rilda ri2i pii7
Stone, clay, and glass productS.eoesscescsceoseslOoass 160 154 157 ris5 ri58 pl158
Miscellaneous manufactureSscececsvecscssevscsocesdOuooe 145 146 142 141 ri44 plad
Nondurable manufactureS.ieicesscsscsscscnconsceacesdOnsas 130 130 130 130 131 pl32
Printing and publishingesceseeccecocascascccceeelOcen 138 137 141 140 141 plal
Petroleum and coal products.. crscscse 139 143 138 ri39 rla2 pl45
MineralS.eocececevsceccosscscscecocnsscconceoes 130 131 ri27 127 ri30 pl29
CoBlsceoensnsacosensssocsccosnsscsosassocsecscancseslOosce 85 86 rgé 83 85 p82
Crude oil and notural ga@S.cecesccssccsssscccesscoelOoaea 154 1514 rlaé 147 ri50 p150
Consumer durables output (FRB):
Unadjusted index, total.......ccecncsccacscncccacnscaslOac.. 120 113 131 116 132 pl17
Ma jor consumer GUrableS..ceceseecccccscsssosecssscssacldOeaes 122 11 140 121 ri3o pli5
AUTOSescecoscescescassscsssscscscssvonaansccossnscelOacee 109 59 156 134 148 p84
Major household goOUdSesccessssscossecossnsoesannnelOesas 136 158 129 rilo 133 | cecncesens
Other consumer durableS.cesecsscossscesscocsscesccssdOoaas 115 118 108 106 rile pli9
Adjusted index, tot@lecncessscssosccsseccsscscnsccsseedOnace 127 123 129 129 133 pl27
Major consumer durableSceecececcessscccccssncasscncaseesldOneas 132 127 137 137 ri4i| pi32
AutOS.00eesocescoscsssssescsscscsescscacssessssccalOanas 124 106 144 134 ri145 pl29
Major household goodScees. 141 148 133 142 138 | cececevcee
Other consumer durableS.s...cocesccecccccccsasssoncelOacas 114 13 108 i rii4 plis

CCGMMODITY PRICES

Retail price:
All commodities {U.S. Dept, of Commerce index).1935-39=100.. 212.5 213.1 216,6 217.5 21709 | cececosnce
DOMESTIC TRADE

All refail stores: 1/

Estimated sales (unadjusted), total..cececeessMii. Of dols. 16, 187 15,583 17,114 ri6,864 ri7,490 16,191
Durab ie-goods stores:

Automot ive QroUPecsenserosansseocesssossccsssasceselOesas 3,110 2,676 3,609 3,418 r3,352 3,054
Furniture and appliance groupeccscececscccoeseseceslOasas 900 860 916 r86> r9i2 856
Nondurab le-goods stores:

ApDBrel groUPeecesesceseocssssocsccesscasscnvassesdOeuas 863 981 994 r8s55 r967 1,000
Drug and proprietary stfores,eeeceass 475 465 511 513 r527 511
Eating and drinking placeS,ceeesccscscesssncecssosesdOaass 1,333 1,240 1,289 1,384 ri,420 1,31

FOOd groUPeseccscescecocossnsssscsausescscsscascasdOocne 3,840 3,748 3,977 4,029 r4,353 3,852
Gascoline service sTatioNS.cececscessosccssssconscedOusas 1,253 1,181 1,321 1,383 ri,374 1,278
General-merchandise groUPeececcesceccscscscooesoealOaces 1,663 1,699 I,680 1,540 rl,774 i,684

Estimeted sales (seasonally adjusted), totalceesesssesedOuoes 16, 101 15,865 16,783 ri7,034 r17,030 16,727
Durab le~goods StoreS..ceccesccsscoscssssssessscccccalOoncs 5,512 5,356 5,806 r5,839 r5,740 5,639
Nondurab fe~goods $toreSsscescssececassssvssssosscsselOuace 10,589 10,508 10,977 ril,195 ril,290 11,088

Estimated inventories:

Unad justed, tota@leeeecsosascscscconsoccscasecssasosclOuocse 23,540 23,530 23,840 r23,660 24,040
Durable-goods STOreS,.usssescccsscsseccsscsscscacalOesae 10,400 10,030 10,970 r10,880 10,960
Nondurab le-goods storesS.ccceeccssseccosncosescosaclOaens 13,140 13,500 12,870 12,780 13,080 [ seeecacoce
Adjusted, total.cceecccsecevonsscscnscccasosecsveeceadOncns 23,750 23,430 24,090 24,140 24,250 | ceeeccnces
Durable-goods storese.eecocsces essceccsccesodOiane 10,470 10,260 10,800 10,850 11,030 [ ceeecensse
Nondurab 1e-goods SToreScecesvessssesscoscsococsasaslOsacs 13,280 13,170 13,290 13,290 13,220 | seevevcnss

Firms with i1 or more siores, estimated sales:

UnadjustedeeececacccessosnnsssssnsasossoansssscossssdOuees 3,311 3,284 3,456 3,267 3,660 | eceeseccace
AdjustedisseecenccesscsssscsscscencccasccsssocsassselOneos 3,391 3,385 3,509 3,582 3,631 | ceescccsce
Wholesale trade:

Sales, estimated (unadjusted), total..ceeesesssbil, of dol.. 12,0 1.2 11.0 1.4 1.8 cececccace
Durable-goods establishments..ccecessecconccooccesecdOoaes 4.6 4.3 4,2 4.3 4.31 ceeevncnne
Nondurab le-goods estabfishmentS.ceecsoscsccscccsasesosldOusas 7.4 6.9 6.7 7.1 75 eececcenes

Inventories, estimated (unadjusted), total,.....cce..0dosse. 12.3 12.6 12.5 12,5 12,7 ceeveneene
Durable-goods establishmentsS.eceeeeseceovooencancaeccedOuans 6,2 6.3 6.7 6.6 6.6 coccesccse
Nondurab le-goods establishments.cecceccecsecccecaceeadoseas 6.1 6.3 5.8 5.9 6l | cecenveces

EMPLOYMENT AND WAGES
Labor force (Bureau of the Census): 2/

Civillan labor force, totalicecescsssessessessesothousands,. 68,947 68,069 69,842 70,228 68,994 68,225

EMPlOYedaeeaescoacsssssconssscsacnssossccscasscssneaselOians 66,752 66,071 66,504 67,221 66,385 65,674
Agricultural employment...eececesceccccssccsencseelOnaen 7,265 7,388 7,534 7,772 6,823 6,518
Nonagricultural employment, 59,487 58,683 58,970 59,449 59,562 59, 156

UNemp loYedeseeseesssacaasssscasscsscsssscasasanccseelOeaae 2,195 1,998 3,337 3,007 2,609 2,552

Employees in nonagricultural establishments:

Jotal, unadjusted (U, S. Department of LabordeeeceeseedOunss 52,258 52,663 52,881 r52,605 r52,920 p53, 169
ManifacturiNgeseeescocssacssoscsescsssocsescssscaceeeslOnens 17,035 17,119 16,852 rie6,710 r16,968 pl6,917
MiNiNgeeeeseesscecsscnassscesscscssasccosssssccnsseelOecae 839 842 858 r857 r863 p858
Contract constructioNueesecsceccccsescssossesscscssedOeens 3,361 3,342 3,232 r3,275 r3,296 p3,248
Transportation and public utilities....ccceeeeeecaasdOoass 4,190 4,191 4,181 r4,199 r4,218 p4,224

r/ Revised., p/ Preliminary. |/ Data for September 1957 are advance estimates. 2/ Estimates beginning January 1957 reflect certain
changes made in the definitions for employment and unemployment, etc, Figures for September 1957, comparable with data through September
Digitized for HR36Ei order as above (thous,): 68,237; 65,921; 6,519; 59,402; 2,317,
http://fraser.stlob?gfgd.org/
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4 MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued

1956 1957
ITEM

August September June July August September

EMPLOYMENT AND WAGES - Continued

Employees in nonagr. establishments, unadjusted - Con,

Wholesale and retail tradecccccceccsccsscocscocsThousands, . 11,198 11,319 it,505 ril,493 ril,495 pli,608
Finance, insurance, and real estate..cccccccoccscccelOosos 2,361 2,325 2,359 r2,390 r2,389 p2,358
Service and miscel |8NEOUS.eococcocccscossccocsoscacalOeson 6,293 6,322 6,551 6,524 r6,526 p6,549
Government.coocccocooccsccoocssccssccosossosccccansel0soos 6,981 7,203 7,343 r7,157 r7,165 p7,407

Production workers in manufacturing industries:

TotalececeoososcoossoscscsossococscossscscccescscoscselOosso 13,256 13,345 12,955 ri2,788 ri3,050 pl13,042

Durable-goods industrieSeeccecccsccecsccsccsssccscoelOesas 7,572 7,616 7,603 r7,432 r7,490 p7,427
Ordnance and acCesSOrieScccscesccceccnssscsccosscsl0ooas 80 82 76 r74 r75 p72
Lumber and wood products (except furniture)ecceccesdOeces 718 700 659 645 ré5i p635
Furniture and fixtures.ccococcoascoccoocccssacocoeldOoses 318 324 311 r309 r3i8 p319
Stone, clay, and glass productS.ceccoccscccccccsscel0esos 475 469 459 443 r458 p459
Primary metal industrieSccccsccecccocoscscocacesaelOosos 1,091 1,128 1,093 ri,075 r1,076 pl,071
Fabricated metal productSeccccccccscccssccscscoscoslOesan 864 885 887 r869 r88i p887
Machinery (except electrica@l)eccccocccscccccsosseclOosan 1,250 1,254 1,239 ri,207 ri, 178 pi,182
Electrical machinery.cccosocssocsccsoccsscoosscsselOooos 873 886 855 r848 r860 p877
Transportation equipmentsccceccccosssoccccocoscssslOasan 1,266 1,236 1,415 ri,373 ri,372 pl,294
Instruments and related productsSecsccsccccccscscssdOeecs 231 233 224 221 r228 p229

Nondurable-goods industrie@ScecccecescessccssccsscseelOcsos 5,684 5,729 5,352 5,356 r5,560 p5,615
Food and kindred productS.cccccoesccecccsecesccoscscd0scss 1,246 1,282 1,056 ri,120 ri, 198 pl,224
Tobacco manufactureScceeccccscccocsscsscscoesssosselOeeon 98 106 73 71 94 p99
Textile=-mill productSccccocosoccssscosssccssccsccelOosao 956 956 913 895 roi2 po0%S
Apparel and other finished textile products.ccoece«d0cces i,089 1,085 1,045 ri,024 ri,084 p!,085
Paper and allied productSccccccccccsccsose 00e0sc0e 470 472 469 459 r469 p475
Printing, publishing, and allied products,. 200000, 000 550 557 556 r552 r551 p562
Chemicals and allied productSccecceccococcscsccseslOeccs 545 548 535 r529 r532 p540
Products of petroleum and coal..ccecoceccocecoaceel0ecna 179 177 175 ri75 rl76 pl76
Rubber productS.scesssscsecccoccsosscssconcsosassedOasoce 206 210 197 200 204 p209
Leather and leather productSscsecsccccsccccsscasesdOcscs 345 337 333 332 r341 p338

Manufacturing production-worker indexes:
Employment: Unadjusted.cccccceccceccsessscccsc!947-49=100,, 107.2 107.9 104.7 ri103,4 ri05.,5 pl05.4
AdjustedececocccsccoccocssscsscccccsessselOssce 106,2 106.0 105.3 ri04,9 ri04,6 pl103.7
Payrolls, unadjustedssscccoccccssocscccsccoscssscocsosdOeacs 161,5 166,7 163,8 ri60.5 ri6s,0 pl65.,7
Hours and earnings:

Average weekly hours per worker, all manufacturing...hours,. 40,3 40,7 40,0 39,7 r40,0 p40.0
Durable-goods industrieSeeeccccassecccsscscosscsecsalOaens 40.8 41,3 40,5 40,0 r40,3 p40.3
Nondurab le=goods industrieSeccecscecccccsocsocsscssaedOesss 39.6 39.8 39.2 39.4 r39,5 p39.5

Average weekly earnings, all manufacturingecceecceo.cdollars,. 79.79 81.81 82,80 82,18 r82,80 p83.20
Durable-goods industrieS.ccecseccsccssocaccscssscsccsselOeose 85,68 88.38 88,70 88,00 r88,.66 p89.06
Nondurab le~goods industrieS.ceececsceccssocscscsseselOases 71.68 72,44 74,09 74,86 r74,26 p74.66

Average hour ly earnings, all manufacturingecceccecccssed0acas 1.98 2.01 2.07 2,07 2,07 p2.08
Durable-goods industrieS.eeeccccccecccccccossscscsoedOeese 2.10 2.14 2.19 2,20 2.20 p2.21
Nondurab le-goods industrieS.sececcscosesscesccsssoesclOuans 1.81 1.82 1.89 1,90 ri.ss pl.89

METALS AND MANUFACTURES
Iron ore (Lake Superior district -- U,S. and Canadian ores):

Shipments from upper lake portS........thous, of fong tons.. 8,045 12,745 13,597 14,212 13,172 11,806

Consumption by fuUrN8CeSececsecocsccscssscssccscscssssselOecns 1/6,858 7,217 6,931 7,157 7,039 | coveeccsee

Stocks, end of month, total,sccsecccccesscsscssnsencasdOaonse 35,475 41,213 29,570 37,148 43,951 csceccssas
At fuUrNBCeS.ccescoscossesssssccssscscssssssccscscssslOecns 31,901 37,376 26,823 33,975 40,380 | cocecesces
On Lake Erie dockSsescecosseccecsvescoevssccsssscseesdOeass 3,574 3,837 2,747 3,173 3,571 cescssscss

r/ Revised., p/ Preliminary, |/ Data are for July and August 1956,
USCOMM-DC~- 12604
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