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BUSINESS “w—8 STATISTICS

A WEEKLY SUPPLEMENT TO THE SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS

Available only with subscription to the SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS, at $4.00 annually, this Supplement provides selected
weekly and monthly data subsequent to those published in the latest monthly SURVEY
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2 WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS '

1956 1957
iTEM
Sept, 8 Sept. 15 Aug, 24 Aug, 31| Sept, 7 Sept. 14
Commodity prices, wholesale:
All commoditieSeeeeeceecocccaccossoscncssnanes 194749210000 | cevroaasss *115.5 | cecenanene 118.3 1i8.1
Farm productSeseesssecccscocescecccscescscsscacassseedOeene [eveasonnes #90,1 | eeeccennse 93,0 92.5
Foods, processed,,,seecsscsessscscsonccssseasasososadOecee |conenasnene *104,0 J eeveescocs | cosecccnce 107.3 106,7
ALl Other,cesessecseeccscecccssssssoncsssacacccsoceelOeces [coovensass #1230 [ cececences | soscecenes 125.9 125.8
22 commodities 2/seeesscssessossasssecssoacesnssscaseslOnans 90,5 91.2 88.8 88.4 88,3 87.9
Department store saleS.ccecees eeosserescecsseelOccne 112 130 121 134 113 | cecescscss
Insured unemployment, t0tal.csescescsscacssceoscscesssathous,, 1,160 1,099 1,217 1,164 | coeeeences | eovcsecane

State programs...ceessccscsccccosssscscescsssascassseedOueas 1,058 1,006 1,120 1,069 | cecevececs | soasoosces
Finance:

Currency in circulation 3/.cececeececcescccss.smil, of dol.. 30,786 30,910 31,055 30,998 31,145 31,256

Federal Reserve bank credit outstanding, total 3/.....d0.... 25,454 25,934 25,211 25,133 25,228 25,408

Member bank reserve ba1ances 3/.ccecssecescccscssscsselOuacs 18,800 19,088 18,806 18,831 18,760 18,876
Excess reserves, @stimeted 3/.eeescecoccescecccsecssd0uees 443 694 523 461 455 633

Federal Reserve reporting member banks in leading cities: 4/

Demand deposits, adjustedecesecccocesssscsasmil, of dol,. 54,920 55,777 54,482 54,973 54,434 | cevesccnes
Time deposits, except U, S. Government,..ccocccessced0sccs 21,946 22,046 23,610 23,633 23,659 | sescccccee
Loans and investments (adjusted), total.c.eceeeocseedOueas 85,684 85,868 86,973 86,470 86,300 | sececcscee
‘U, S. Government obligationS..ceeececscescacssscsedOneas 26,501 26,545 25,303 24,914 24,788 | cesscemces
Commercial, industrial, and agr, loans (gross)....do.... 29,355 29,554 32,217 32,012 32,065 | secsccccce
Real|-estate loans (gross)ecesecesecescococscesceselOeaee 8,747 8,775 8,682 8,696 8,687 | cececscsee

Failures, industrial and commercial,ceeeeseececcssssonumber,. 196 203 260 262 208 | eececccces

Bond yields, domestic corporate (Moody's) 3/.......percent,. 3.71 3.74 4,38 4,41 4,42 4,42

Stock prices, 500 stocks (Stand, & Poor's) 4/...1941-43=10,. 48,02 47,05 45,49 44,64 45,05 44,26
tndustrials, 425 stOCKSsescecesccsososcescccscssassedOoaas 51,46 50,41 49,10 48,20 48,69 47.83

Production:

Bituminous coal 3/c.ceescsscscssscesssthous, of short tons., 1,739 1,767 1,658 1,677 1,696 | ceeoecscee

Electric power, by utilitieS,eecesccescccsoomil, Of kw,~hr,, 10,955 11,339 12,023 12, 147 11,678 | cosecocnce

Passenger cars and trucks (Ward's),, esesevesssosnUMbEr,, 62,482 83,874 143,621 139,378 108, 120 105,791

Petroleum (crude) and condensate 3/..eeeeess.thous, of bbli,,. 7,037 7,049 6,789 6,766 6,807 cecessesee

Steel 5/ceeeesccsceccescasccssassscss. Thous, of short tons,, 2,429 2,477 2,101 2,103 2,073 2,097
Percent of capacity 5/.ccscccescccsssccsssssssscsscsasasee #98.7 #100,6 82,1 82.2 81,0 81.9

Freight carloadings, total.ceceecscssssscsscsthous, of cors,. 680 821 759 745 648 | cesosecene

Misco! lonoouUS.eessseseecrcscscscccasrcssssssscsssrssaslConne 330 302 267 357 309 | qeceiovene

1/ Data do not always cover calendar weeks. 2/ Tuesday prices.
1957: Production, 2,076 thous, short tons; operating rate, 81,1 percent,

rates, which are based on higher capacity,

3/ Daily average,

4/ Wednesday data,
* Monthly index for September 1956,

MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS

5/ Week beginning September 16,
# Not comparable with 1957

1956 1957
ITEM
July August May June July August
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS
Personal income, by source:
Seasonal ly adjusted at annual rates:
Total persondl iNCOME.escsescecssscsscscsesesbily Of dol.. 325,6 329.3 342,9 344.8 r346,2 347.3
Wage and salary disbursements, totaleciecsscescssedOsase 225,7 228,8 238.3 240.1 240,9 241,5
Commodity-producing industries,cececcescscsccecesdOeane 96,3 98.6 102.4 103.3 r103,0 102,7
Distributive IndustrieSeceecececccssescescccscesedCuae. 60,2 60,5 63,4 63.8 ré4,5 65,0
Service IndustrieSecececcccsccccccsccsscccsccccedooses 31.2 31.5 33,0 33.2 33,4 33.6
Government.eescseccsceccccscccscsscscscsscescceslOoaes 38.0 38,2 39,5 39.8 40,0 40,2
Other labor INCOMEesessecsvesscssessssccsssncsseeslOocss 7.5 7.6 7.8 7.9 7.9 8.0
Proprietors' and rental INCOME.ceessssecscscccsceedOnaas 49,9 50,1 50.8 50.9 r51,.6 52,0
Personal interest income and dividendS,eeceeeceesed0ucss 29.7 29,9 31.2 31.2 r3l.4 31.5
Transfer paymentSe.eeccececssocccccsscccescsssessedOeacs 18,5 18.7 21,6 21,5 r21.3 21.2
Less personal contributions for social insurance,.do.... 5.7 5.8 6.8 6.8 ré.9 6.9
Total nonagricultural INCOMesceccscececcescsccsscsesdOnans 310,7 314,1 327.5 329.3 r330.5 331.3
Industrial production (FRB):
Unad justed, combined indeXeeeeesseesecsocsssesss 1947-49=100,, 128 142 143 145 135 plasa
MaNUTACTUreSeeseeeecessosssssecaccsscssaccscscssrsselOness 129 143 144 146 ri36 pl46
Durable manufactures....coeeeecccessccsccsccvecseelOaose 139 155 159 ri62 ri5l p159
Primary metalS..ccececcecoccssssccsssscscscsccesdOneas 62 118 ri34 136 19 pi25
Metal fabricating (including ordnance),sceceecesedousss 160 167 174 ri76 167 pl74
Fabricated metal products.,... 124 135 136 139 ri3a pl40
Machinerye.ecceeeccoscccce essesesssedOsess 158 168 166 168 riss pl68
Transportation equipment.cieiciescecassceceseedOanscs 185 186 213 r2i6 r205 p209
Instruments and related productsSsececscecscececdOecss 162 167 171 ri71 ri69 pt71
Furniture and fixtureSeieceesecesccssseccscsccesedoness 15 123 15 18 rii5 pl22
Lumber and productSececcccccecescccescassosscessdo, ae 116 135 18 131 1t pi23
Stone, clay, and glass productSeeecsecesssccessedo..ss 156 164 ri58 159 r150 pl60
Miscel laneous manufactures..ceeseecssesvssesesesdosaes 135 145 137 139 ri3i pl4o
Nondurab le menufactures.ceessessssecccesesresccesedoiese 19 131 129 130 ri22 pi32
Printing and publishingecesesssesesvecoscscasacsdou,es 129 133 142 140 ri33 pi36
Petroleum and coal productS.seececcccscesceccssedOeass 132 142 139 ri39 ri36 plal
MineralSececssecccessccccccssscssccosvessocscssnscsselOoees 119 131 131 ri31 ri23 pl28
[0 PP . 1 T 62 87 r82 88 66 p87
Crude o0il 2nd Natural gas,..ceeceecsececcccsccesselOeeas 149 150 ri53 ri46 ri4s pha3

R d, p/ Prelimi .
Digitized for F}%ésaz‘g“ p/ Preliminary
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued 3

1956 1957
ITEM
July August May June July August
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS - Continued
Industrial production (FRB) - Continued
Adjusted, combined iNdeXeseceseccesosossssossss 1947-49=100,, 136 143 143 144 la4 plaa
ManUfaCTUreSeeecesccocesscsscssnscccssessscssscscsssceeslOecns 138 144 145 146 146 pl4s
Durabie manufactureS.cecees . PR |- JP 148 158 159 162 162 plé62
Primary metalS.ececcococccossccccscons eeedOoase 69 125 132 132 134 pi33
Metal fabricating (including ordnance)eeeccesesedOuese 169 172 175 177 ri77 pl78
Fabricated metal productSececescccceccscecccceelOeaes 130 134 136 139 ri4l pi38
MacChineryeececeoececscccescecescccccescsesssssslOoece 173 175 168 171 ri73 pl75
Transportation equipment.cecececccsccas 189 191 213 r2i5 r210 p212
Instruments and related products,cecececcesceeedOoess 167 171 171 ri71 rl74 pl7a
Furniture and fixtureSecececcceccccecccecesscceedoeess 123 122 121 ri2l ri23 pi2i
Lumber and productS.eseceseeccoscceccccccssscocsedOoees 127 130 115 125 121 piis
Stone, clay, and glass productsiese.. eeelOcoae 161 160 159 ri57 risa pi57
Miscel laneous manufactureSeceececcescse eeel0saee 145 145 139 142 rial pl40
Nondurable manufactureSeeseesencssccscssscoccssseelOnsse 128 130 130 130 130 pi3i
Printing and publishingseeccsccocccsocesosescsscslOsase 136 138 142 141 rl140 plat
Petroleum and coal productS.cescsescccesssceccsedOeass 132 139 142 ri38 ri36 pi38
123 130 130 ri28 127 pli28
’ 75 85 r8é2 r87 83 p85
Crude oil and natural gaS.ecececesssecccscccscecssldOocce 152 154 ri53 ria7 147 pla7
Consumer durables output (FRB):

Unad justed index, 10tal.ceecescsccrcccccesecscsscssscedOesee 116 120 124 131 116 pi32
Major consumer durableS..eeceseesccsscrsscescsoscccesdOeees 121 122 134 140 121 pl140
AUTOS.secevcercescoccecccsssssesveoscsacscsscsssssdOncee 127 109 144 156 134 plag
Major household goOdSeeessssvocscecescecsssssaseseedOoacs 17 136 122 129 | eesesssccs
Other consumer durableS..ve.cecscecsccecscscrcosesreslOoacs 106 115 106 108 r106 pli3
Adjusted index, TotdlicsecseccocescccssserecccascacasedOnase 127 127 124 129 129 pi33
Major consumer durables....ceeccecsseescsessscsceccesdOeecs 135 132 131 137 137 pla3
AutOS.esecescscsescacs 122 124 139 144 134 plas
Major household goods, 148 141 126 133 142 | cevecencee
Other consumer dUrabieS..e.ceeeeccescccescscscacacssedOuses il i14 108 108 riil plii

COMMODITY PRICES

Retail price:
All commodities (U,S. Dept. of Commerce index).|935-39=100.. 213.6 212,5 215,3 216.6 217.5 | sesesccces

CONSTRUCTION AND REAL ESTATE
Engineering construction:

Contract awards (ENR) 1/ceeccceecescssccssecssomil, of dol.. 1,835 1,828 1,857 1,561 1,589 1,805
New permanent nonfarm dwelling units started:
Unad justed:
Total, privately and publicly owned,eeeessssss.thousands,, 101.1 103,9 r103,0 97.0 96,0 95,0
Privately owned, totaliseceescccscssscscccoscccsselOoaae 99,0 103.2 r96,9 92,0 90,2 92,6
In metropolitan areds..ceeescesssssccsscassccscedOoeee 68, | 70.5 66,7 64,2 61,6 64,2
Publicly ownedeseeseseccoces eeceecesssscsvesedOoaas 2.1 7 ré. | 5.0 5.8 2.4
Seasonal ly adjusted at annual rate:
Privately owned, total,eceecoccccecsssssecascsneessedOeees 1,070,0 1,136,0 r994,0 970.0 980,0 1,010.0
Construction cost indexes:
Associated General Contractors (al! types)...ceee.!1913=100,, 467 467 479 485 488 488
Engineering News-Record:
Bui1ding 2/ceesecccccscrcsssssscscssssssssess 1947-49=100,, 145,3 147.9 149, 1 149.8 152,9 152,6
Construction 2/ceececssscssscssesccscscsssessssssseslOecce 153,7 155.6 159,2 159.9 163, | 162,9
DOMEST!C TRADE
All retail stores: 3/
Estimated sales (unadjusted), totaleceeececcs..mil. of dol,. 15,382 16, 187 17,205 17,114 ri6,865 17,691
Durable-goods stores:
Automotive groUPesessssescccccecessscsscccscsssceslOeass 3,066 3,110 3,550 3,609 r3,418 3,391
Furniture and appliance grouUpececceccsccscescescseelOaass 846 900 873 916 r873 894
Nondurab le-goods stores:
AppaArel groUP..eesecesccsecssscccscssocscesssccssselOeans 768 863 998 994 r846 925
Drug and proprietary stores,... 464 475 520 511 r513 516
Eating and drinking places.... 1,306 1,333 1,253 1,289 ri,384 1,391
FOOU GrOUPeessossssesasssasasssesssssnssssassvssaseslOnees 3,628 3,840 4,043 3,977 r4,029 4,428
Gasoline service stationS,ceecececsecenccseccecesedOeees 1,239 1,253 1,293 1,321 ri,383 1,376
General-merchandise groUPe.eesessesccscocesocssseesdOises 1,414 1,663 1,723 1,680 ri1,540 1,823
Estimated sales (seasonally adjusted), total.cececeseedOeses 15,871 16, 101 16,644 16,783 rl7,033 17,249
Durable-goods StoreSs..secceessscscssessscsccsccecesdOoons 5,514 5,512 5,776 5,806 r5,850 5,862
Nondurab 1e=goods StoreS.secsssscceccccsssasscsoccrsslOeane 10,357 10,589 10,867 10,977 ril,is4 11,387
Department store sales, United States total:
Unadjusted indeX.ceseecocssscscccsscsncacscasss 1947-49=100,, ri02 13 124 121 plo4 plis
Adjusted iNdeX.eesesesasssorenscssrsccsccansssarocasestdOoces riz9 128 125 127 pi32 pI33
EMPLOYMENT AND WAGES
tabor force (Bureau of the Census): 4/
Civilian labor force, totalececcecccssssscccecsssthousands,, 69,489 68,947 67,893 69,842 70,228 68,994
EMplOYedececesecsceosocsoscsorsscssececsscessssccssasdOoese 66,655 66,752 65,178 66,504 67,221 66,385
Agricultural employmentes.esceceossocscssosnsesssedOieee 7,700 7,265 6,659 7,534 7,772 6,823
Nonagricultural employment, 58,955 59,487 58,519 58,970 59,449 59,562
Unemp l0Y@Geceeeesscssscscacessscscsssansessnsssnaesadoneas 2,833 2,195 2,715 3,337 3,007 2,609

r/ Revised, p/ Preliminary, 1/ Data for August 1956 and May and August 1957 are for 5 weeks; other months, 4 weeks. 2/ Data reported at
the beginning of each month are shown here for the previous month, 3/ Data for August 1957 are advance estimates, 4/ Estimates beginning
January 1957 reflect certain changes made in the ‘definitions for employment and unemployment, etc, Figures for August 1957, comparable with
data through August 1956, in order as above (thous,): 68,999; 66,619; 6,827; 59,792; 2,380,
12570
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4 MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued

1956 1957
I TEM
July August May June July August
EMPLOYMENT AND WAGES - Continued
Employees in nonagricultural establishments:

Total, unadjusted (U, S. Department of Labor) |/,thousands.,. 51,258 52,258 r52,482 r52,881 r52,600 p52,838
Manufacturing.c.c.ceecsccecscccsccoscsccccssscccccsel0ecss 16,301 17,035 16,762 16,852 16,698 nl6,049
Mining.cooee svo0e o s0sscc0000e00sss0s00U0ccns 765 839 835 r858 r856 p854
Contract construction.cecccecscscccscscccoacssscoceel0eacs 3,256 3,361 3,082 r3,232 r3,280 p3,299
Transportation and publiic utilitieS.ecesvocsccococscdOroas 4,161 4,190 4,156 r4, 181 r4,202 p4,223
Wholesale and retail trades.ccecocessssccocccccoosssldOossa i1,164 11,198 i,411 ri§,505 ril,510 p!t,505
Finance, insurance, and real estat@...cc.ccc0000ees0080.ccs 2,349 2,361 2,329 2,359 2,392 p2,393
Service and miscell1ane@oUS,eoececcccocssssasccsccossel0soas 6,296 6,293 6,520 r6,551 r6,524 p6,506
Government 1/,0cccccccoscscscccsecossccssacooscscocslOooss 6,966 6,981 r7,387 r7,343 r7,138 p7,109

Production workers in manufacturing industries:

TotalececsoscceccoccncossscsnosocsccocsssssscssscscscslOcase 12,536 13,256 12,894 ri12,955 ri2,783 p13,031

Durab le-goods industrieSeeccccsccccscsssccsccsscocoslOecco 7,113 7,572 7,600 r7,603 r7,427 p7,481
Ordnance and acceSSOri€S.escccscscsocescsssscsoseclOcoao 82 80 77 r76 r73 p72
Lumber and wood products (except furniture)eceeceedOecsos 703 718 638 r659 r645 p644
Furniture and fixtureS.cccscscsocccsccscsocssscoselOecss 306 318 308 r311 r308 p315
Stone, clay, and glass productsScccseccccscscscscselOeosse 466 475 456 r459 rd43 p460
Primary metal industrieS.cccecceccocsocsscccssscesldOenas 747 1,091 1,093 r1,093 ri,074 pl,070
Fabricated metal productSecescccccccscsccccscooscalOosso 823 864 883 r887 r870 p8sYy
Machinery (except electrical)ececscscccsscccscscsesdOcsee 1,247 1,250 1,255 1,239 r1,206 pl,192
Electrical machinery.ccecccccoscceascsccssocccasasslOocsa 849 873 847 855 r850 p871
Transportation equipmentscccecccsccccsscccosccscselOecoe 1,280 1,266 1,435 ri,415 rl,369 pl,363
Instruments and related productSescccccscscecos 226 23} 226 r224 r221 p224

Nondurab le=goods industrieSececcccccccscosccscaceseslOascs 5,423 5,684 5,294 r5,352 r5,356 p5,550
Food and kindred products,ccsceccscescscesssccocceelOsoss i, 140 1,246 1,004 1,056 ri,iia pl, 190
Tobacco manufactureSeeesscescoccccscscssscsscscsselOoans 76 98 73 73 r7l p94
Textile-mill productS,eeseecceccscessscoscscssssccseslOeass 928 956 9t roi3 r895 pol4
Apparel and other finished textile productsiceeesesd0scss §,025 i,089 1,039 ri,045 r1,025 pi,080
Paper and allied produCtS.ecescocscsccssscsssosossd00ass 462 470 465 r469 r459 p466
Printing, publishing, and allied productSeseccoesed0csss 544 550 555 r556 r553 p552
Chemicals and allied productS.eccccses 539 545 544 r535 r531 p533
‘Products of petroleum and codl,ceocoo 170 179 174 rl75 ri77 pl77
-Rubber productsccccccscsocsosscccccesssossssscssccsedOucas 203 206 204 ri97 r200 p204
Leather and leather products.ceccccccoccsssccccesslOssss 337 345 325 333 r332 p342

Manufacturing production-worker indexes:
Emp loyment: Unadjustedsceecscccccccccsscscssas 947-49=100,, 101 .4 107.2 104 .2 rl104.7 ri03.,3 pl05.4
Adjusted.ccceccccasscsssescsosscecscsscselOacss 102.8 106,2 105,7 r105,3 rio4,.8 pl04.5
Payrolls, unadjustedececcsossosccsscecscccssssosscseselOsoos 150.5 161,5 161,0 ri63,8 ri60.4 pléa.4
Hours and earnings:

Average weekly hours per worker, all manufacturing...hours.. 40,1 40,3 39,7 40,0 r39,7 p39.9
Durable-goods industrieS,ececcccoccscscccscccs Y (- PO 40,7 | 40.8 40,3 r40.5 r40,0 p40.2
Nondurab le=goods industrieS.cssceccescccscocescscceedOecce 39,4 39,6 38.9 39,2 r39.4 p39.4

Average weekly earnings, all manufacturingecccecs..dollars,. 78.60 79.79 81.78 82,80 rg2.18 p82.59
Durable-goods industrieS..ccoccscccccsccsccccsccsnsolOecoe 84,25 85,68 87,85 rgs.70 r88,00 p88.44
Nondurable-goods industrieS.ceececscsesccccccssccoeedOosse 71,71 71,68 73,13 74,09 r74,86 p74,47

Average hourly earnings, all manufacturingesececccscsceel0csse 1,96 1.98 2,06 2,07 r2,07 p2.07
Durable-goods IndustrieS.eeesceccsccccscccsscsccccoelOeacs 2,07 2,10 2,18 2,19 2,20 p2.20
Nondurable-goods industries.c.cccecesccescccossccesslOuese 1,82 1.8l 1.88 1.89 1,90 pl.89

METALS AND MANUFACTURES
Industrial trucks (electric), shipments:
Hand (motorized)..siccssececasscscsocecccnsssscsssssnUMbEry, 682 554 618 536 611 | cocssoovce
Rider=typescscssccccocccscsscscscsssccessesscscccssssslOecoo 512 374 429 433 420 | sesssccoss
Industrial trucks and tractors (gasoline-powered), ship-

MONTS,0e000es00s0000000000000s0000000ss00ssssvsssshiUmber,, 2,725 2,137 1,737 1,869 1,650 | ococccacas
r/ Revised, p/ Preliminary. 1/ Revisions for March and April 1957, respectively (thous.): Total, 51,919; 52,270; Government, 7,360; 7,376,
USCoMM-DC- 12570
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