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2 WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS®

1956 1957
ITEM
Sept. | Sept, 8 Aug. 17 Aug, 24 Aug. 31 Sept. 7
Commodity prices, wholesale:
All comMOditieS,eecosesecssescsscscssssssonsase947-49=10000 | vevveneres *114,7 118.1 118,0 118.0 118.1
Farm productsS..eeesccscsscesscecccscssssscasscoaceeedOncae| soossoaces *89, | 93.0 92.1 6
Foods, processedecesececcssesssscecsssscccscscscecoeslOeeoe| soocaseons *102.6 106.8 106.8 7
All Othere.cceeeecsscesseccesccoacsosssssocosococceslOsese| sovosnnnas *122,5 125.6 125.7 6
22 commOdities 2/ceeescessssccsscrecsoacessrencaccsnsesdOeons 90.4 90.5 89.7 88.8
Department store saleS.ceceesecesrsascrcasssscsasosceressdOeas 128 12 114 121
insured unempioyment, T0T2iceecccessccoes 1,08} |, 160 1,237 1,218
State Programs,.ecesseesessersessccossscanceasonsassesdOuens 980 1,058 I, 140 1,120
Finance:
Currency in circulation 3/eceeeevcanccaseesansssmil, of dol,. 30,618 30,786 31,069 31,055
Federal Reserve bank credit outstanding, total 3/.....do.... 25,404 25,454 25,102 25,211
Member bank reserve balances 3/...ccoe0erc0c0cccscecceslOecece 18,883 18,800 18,786 18,806
Excess reserves, estimated 3/...vcc0000000000000000e00000s 508 443 531 523
Federal Reserve reporting member banks in leading cities: 4/
Demand deposits, adjusted.cccecsscccecsereesamil, of doi,, 55,381 54,920 54,683 54,482 54,974 | cicccocecs
Time deposits, except U, S, Governmente,.eeeecsceeceU0cszs 21,974 21,946 23,614 23,610 23,614 | c.vve0enee
loans and investments (adjusted), t018l.¢eceeccecsesdOusss 85,541 85,684 85,868 86,973 86,489 csesae
U, S. Government obligationS,seccesescscescssceceedOnace 26,576 26,501 24,€46 25,303 24,941 cecececses
Commercial, industrial, and agr, loans (gross)e...do.... 29, 168 29,355 31,965 32,217 32,009 | ceveeecece
Real-estate 108nS (groSS)ececevsossvsescscsceccaceselOanss 8,738 8,747 8,685 8,682 8,697 | cevececsan
Fallures, industrial and commercial,ecececcocecsasess number,, 237 196 222 260 262 208
Bond yields, domestic corporate (Mocdy's) 3/e......percent,. 3.68 3,71 4,76 4,38 4,41 4.42
Stock prices, 500 stocks (Stand, & Poor®s) 4/...i194i-43=i0,. 47.36 48,02 45,73 45,49 44,64 45,05
Industrials, 425 StoCkS.ceeesosssscccsoscsaccccseasslOeece 50.67 51,46 49,38 49,10 48,20 48,69
Production:
Bituminous coal 3/.eeeecececcessseesssthous, of short tons., 1,644 1,739 1,600 1,658 1,665 | coeenceces
Electric power, by utilitieScesecssesccacceamil, of kw,~hr.. 11,565 10,955 12,409 12,023 12, 147 eessersase
Passenger cars and trucks (Ward's)e.eeececcescccecesonumber,, 76,871 62,482 137,599 143,621 139,378 107,713
Petroleum (crude) and condensate 3/..........thous, of bbl,. 7,108 7,037 6,837 6,789 6,766 | cevevncsae
Steel 5/veecevsesnsccscnsassasseascassthous, of short tons., 2,389 2,429 2,062 2,101 2,103 2,073
Percent of capacity 5/.... secsscvecnrestnnsenasronc #97.0 #98.7 80,6 82,1 82,2 81,0
Freight carioadings, total..ceeceessvessecssssthous, of cars., 784 680 751 759 T45 | sevesrenne
Miscellaneous ... iervineeeneccssecssscssscsccncnssenlOanne 386 230 356 367 357 | seeecssees

1/ Data do not always cover calendar weeks, 2/ Tuesday prices, 3/ Dally average, 4/ Wednesday data., 5/ Week beginning September 9, 1957:
Production, 2,126 thous. short tons; operating rate, 83,1 percent, * Monthly index for August 1956, # Not comparable with 1957 rates, which
are based on higher capacity,

MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS

1956 1957
I TEM
June July April May June July
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS
Manufacturers' sales:

Value (unadjusied), total.eeecccccscssoccsecsesamil, of dol.. 28, 180 24,339 29,010 29,116 r28,278 26,716
Durable-goods industries, total 1/..cee. 14,406 11,432 14,768 14,833 r14,590 13,191
Primary metal.cceeecoeccccsccscscacses 2,614 1,075 2,481 2,425 r2,484 2,008
Fabricated metal.ceseccessccocrosccesscoceccroeassldOoese 1,561 1,302 1,642 1,585 ri,552 1,452
Machinery (including electricalisieecsssceccscececedOeass 4,181 3,592 4,355 4,425 r4,459 3,918
Transportation equipment (incl, motor vehicies),,.do.... 2,974 2,715 3,489 3,496 r3, 187 3,201
Lumber and furniture..ccieeeicecsecessscccccccaceadoneee 1,154 1,028 995 975 r1,027 844
Stone, clay, anC glaSSeesescecvesscsssseorecscenssl0rans 779 705 728 799 r763 708
Nondurab le=goods industries, total 1/.ceseeesesccseedOuass 13,774 12,907 14,242 14,283 ri3,688 13,525
Food and beverage..veescecssscsecece eeceenessdOcecs 4,238 4,038 4,196 4,394 r4,291 4,264
TODACCOLseeevecsasscsacscascsscsssesse eoessscselOiaas 335 354 347 387 r382 385
Textil@ceseseeoescccoccccesscssesscccsssccscncccaslOiens 1,156 952 1,030 1,031 rl,022 943
PaPEr.eeeccsccrescsecsssssccccccsssoscscscccnncesslOrass 911 818 928 916 r8g6é 866
ChemicaleseecsssccecessssavescsocesscccscacsssccselOuces 1,872 1,716 2,005 2,100 r1,886 1,801
Petroleum and cOdl.ceecscsee cesecscssse «00eeee 2,629 2,543 2,907 2,900 r2,780 2,835
RUDDEr.eveeescessoscsoccscssssscsssssscsccscssssselOeae 497 464 500 486 ragl sescvccsee
Value (adjusted), totaliceescecercesnssarsasaascsnesssdOnees 27,354 26,825 . 28,679 28,617 r28, 142 28,917
Durable-goods industries, t0tal 1/seecesccccscceseecdOecse 13,587 13,021 14,254 14,296 ri4,207 14,642
Primary metal..ieeesscecassssassacscccossecsscsasalOiees 2,311 1,431 2,357 2,263 r2,289 2,473
Fabricoted metalee.ceosseccssccucocsrocccccscsceeslOisas 1,550 1,438 1,625 1,562 ri,492 1,596
Machinery (including electrical).ccescscecsccecceedOress 3,939 4,146 4,242 4,354 r4,259 4,489
Transportation equipment (incl, motor vehicles),,.do.... 2,852 2,910 3,240 3,276 r3,24} 3,261
Lumber and furniture,,c..ceeeccsceeccscaoccssescscslOraans 1,1 1,184 989 978 ri,076 934
Stone, clay, and glasS..cccecescscccccccccosscassalOoocs 729 746 707 747 r74} 722
Nondurab le-goods industries, t0tal 1/.cceeseveccosesvalOcens 13,767 13,804 14,425 14,321 r13,935 14,275
Food and beveragssesesscscssceses 4,107 4,080 4,322 4,340 r4,183 4,266
TODBCCOssseesssseesssccascsssonnssscscssasocssanncsesldOeece 321 351 358 352 r382 363
TextileseeassecsseccssscsosassssncscscocscscncaneslOoaes 1,157 1,151 1,073 1,079 r1,063 1,094
PaDer,cesevcecsesccsnsscssssssesessaseccssscccsceedOiese 894 899 9ig 907 r877 93}
Chemical,eicvencoae 1,861 1,887 1,894 1,996 ril,894 2,001
Petroleum and coal, .. .e . 2,634 2,646 3,028 2,959 r2,780 2,953
RUDDEr ¢ sssssasssassassnesnssnsossssncscncasssecsesdOonee 472 468 490 481 F458 | .ieeevees
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued 3
1956 1957
ITEM - -
June July April May June July
GENERAL BUSINESS INDiCATORS -~ Continued
Manufacturers® inventories, end of month:
Book value (unadjusted), total,..e.seesececsssomil, of dol,, 50,071 49,850 53,827 53,985 r54,043 53,780

Durable-goods industries, total 1/.eceecececsncccsseedOuaas 29,297 28,902 31,778 31,873 r31,749 31,457

Primary metale.ceesseceecssossosascssececrvesseslOuaae 3,455 3,490 3,962 4,053 ra,043 4,162
Fabricated metal,csecceacscersococscccocncccessedOseee 3,145 2,986 3,286 3,272 r3,292 3,231
Machinery (including electrical)sceccecsscecceesdOneee 10, 108 9,981 10,662 10,811 r10,760 10,608
Transportation equipment (incl, motor vehicles).do.... 7,126 7,007 8,124 7,969 r7,899 7,802
Lumber and furniture.,.ceeeesecesvecssccossesseesdOeeee 1,898 1,895 1,922 1,904 1,877 1,875
Stone, clay, and glasS..ecescsescsscscssacsocsseslOiens 1,140 1,142 1,257 1,265 rl,267 1,248

By stages of fabrication:
Purchased materialSeeeecessscsesscecsesssbil, of dol.. 8.4 8.4 8.3 8.4 r8.5 8.5
GOOds N ProCeSSsesessssesesscasccsossscscesseeelOnees 12,1 1.9 13,6 13,5 13.3 13,2
Finished goodS.secscecaseccessseccasacsasscsseaelOanss 8.8 8.6 9.8 10.0 r9.9 9.8
Nondurab le-goods industries, total 1/ . ......mi!, of dol,, 20,774 20,948 22,049 22,114 22,294 22,323
Food and beverageseecesccecccees eedOeeae 4,436 4,564 4,622 4,504 r4,524 4,562
TObaCCOescooasosnes secseace Y« (- TN 1,809 1,762 2,075 2,027 ri,98l 1,941
TextilecessceesseeeccssssassssscscsscecccssssssalOerae 2,630 2,610 2,698 2,720 r2,691 2,687
Paper..coccsscecsscsoscssscsssccsssssosessscsseslOeess 1,253 1,289 1,453 1,453 ri,442 1,428
Chemice!. cccocsccsccccscccccccscssssccssss 2Ceess 3,434 3,457 3,750 3,7i6 73,744 3,727
Petroleum and €o8lesee.saccoessssesssecssosscsrssdOeese 3,003 3,126 3,202 3,346 r3,451 3,562
RUDDErseeeeeceveesscosssrscscssscsscsscosssnssssseslOsas 1,040 994 1,062 1,065 r1,058 | cecocecses

By stages of fabrication:
Purchased materialS.ceeeeccscescesesssssasbil. of dol,. 8.1 8.1 8.8 8.7 r8.7 8.7
cosceseelOisas 2,9 2,9 3.0 3,0 3.0 3.0
Finished goodS.cseecessescssoccscoccscccsseascseedOoess 9.7 9.9 10.3 10.4 rl0.6 10,6
Book value (adjusted), totaleeecccecesscescessamil, of dol,. 49,625 50,037 53,663 33,909 r53,853 54,105
Durablie-goods indusiries, total 1/ceeeececesseceseeedOuens 28,760 29,004 31,462 31,566 r31,438 31,703
Primary motal.ecceeeseccsccssccsscassssscasseaselOuass 3,551 3,529 4,114 4,192 r4,207 4,234
Fabricated metal.seesceercccsscscccccsscsscceaceldOisne 2,939 2,899 3,222 3,146 r3,077 3,137
Machinery (including electrical)iceceecccscoscesedOesse 9,838 9,978 10,509 10,624 ri0,601 10,646
Transportation equipment (incl. motor vehicles),do.... 7,082 7,186 8,016 7,975 r7,919 8,058
Lumber and furnitur@esecccecccesscescccccss 1,866 1,882 1,890 1,865 1,845 1,862
Stone, Ciay, an0 gidSSeceeeescscscscscsscsvecseeelOecss 1,129 1,142 1,209 1,240 ri,254 1,248

By stages of fabrication:
Purchased materi81S.ceeccescsessssccssessblile of dol.. 8.1 8.2 8.6 8.5 8.4 8.4
Goods in procesS.... 12,0 12,1 13.4 13.4 ri3.,3 13.4
Finished goodSe.cecsececse coe 8,7 8.7 9.4 9.6 r9.,7 9.9
Nondurab le-goods industries, total 1/..ees...mil, of dol.. 20,865 21,033 22,201 22,343 r22,415 22,402
Food and beverages.eececescccccccsccsscssrescseelOsaes 4,753 4,731 4,876 4,869 r4,882 4,734
TObBCCO eeversonsrssssscssscssvsscsccscccsssssaslOaaae 1,884 1,855 2,054 2,047 r2,064 2,043
Texti1@ceacseeesecosesccccscscocssssoscsscsssceeelOesse 2,554 2,575 2,628 2,625 r2,612 2,650
PApPereacsesesssvessccsssssccscscsssssccssscssseedOseee 1,253 1,289 1,439 1,453 ri,442 1,428
ChemicaleceesacescocsssesssesssssssccacscccssssselOoiane 3,384 3,468 3,730 3,729 r3,692 3,739
Petroleum and COAleeseecessocsecsccccensssscsesedOoans 3,033 3,095 3,267 3,380 r3,486 3,527
RUDDEracessersnassssoesscsscessscsssssscssscssssedOssee 1,010 1,014 1,031 1,024 ri1,027 esecssccce

By stages of fabrication:
Purchased materialS.cceeesecsscessesssessblil, of dol,. 8.3 8.3 8.7 8.9 9.0 9.0
GOOdS iN ProCeSSesssecssscssscssascsssseccssccesdOeess 2,9 2.9 3.0 2.9 3,0 3.0
Finished goodS.eeseeeessssssscsccssssscscesccesslOoeas 9.6 9.8 10,6 10.5 r10.5 10,5

Manufacturers' orders:

New orders, net (unadjusted), total.ceeescecsssmil. of dol,, 29,048 26,136 27,673 28,328 r27,538 25,729

Durable-goods industries, total 1/cesescescceccecesadoeess 15,214 13,155 13,349 13,949 ri3,716 12,248
Primary metal,.ecsecsosseseccsccscsccccccscssesseedOace 2,247 1,903 2,103 2,251 r2,217 1,902
Fabricated metal,..ceceeeeccvee 1,462 1,348 1,500 1,638 ri,427 1,436
Machinery (including electrical)eseececcccecscoeassdOesse 4,723 4,072 4,091 4,136 r4,512 3,778
Transportation equipment (incl. motor vehicles),..do.... 3,706 2,943 2,936 3,181 r2,609 2,438

Nondurab le-goods industries, t018l..veesescvcccsceeedOeass 13,834 12,981 14,324 14,379 ri13,822 13,481

New orders, net (adjusted), t01al.eeecsscocecccoocsseedOnesns 27,734 27,700 27,940 28,433 r27,055 27,119

Durable-goods industries, total 1/¢iceeeeccccccecss.d0,cas 14,093 14,087 13,234 14,115 ri3,249 13,069
Primary metal.cecesecsscescsessscsssscessssossseeslOosne 2,335 2,193 2,197 2,136 r2,306 2,197
Fabricated metdl.veesssccssssorossnssscssssoscseeeslOnens 1,523 1,390 1,500 1,689 ri,486 1,480
Machinery (including electrical)esesvecccccscceaesdOoess 4,305 4,289 3,850 4,321 r4,103 3,972
Transportation equipment (incl, motor vehicles)...do,... 3,000 3,237 2,968 3,198 r2,544 2,643

Nondurab le~goods industries, total..eeceesssserensedon,.. 13,641 13,613 14,706 14,318 r 13,806 14,050

Unfilled orders, end of month (unadjusted), total.....do.... 60,583 62,380 61,857 61,069 r60,329 59,342

Durable-goods industries, total 1/.cieeessscccscecsesd0,uss 57,334 59,057 58,922 58,038 r57, 164 56,221
Primary metal...cceesessecessssacerseccssccscssssclOoase 6,239 7,067 6,771 6,597 r6,330 6,224
Fabricated metal,.veseesssoseccsecssassosssencssaslOn.. 4,566 4,612 4,355 4,408 r4,283 4,267
Machinery (including electrical)eeseeescessesessssdOuesne 19,257 19,737 19,931 19,642 r19,695 19,555
Transportation equipment (incl, motor vehicles)...do.... 22,040 22,268 22,953 22,638 r22,060 21,297

Nondurab le=goods industries, t01al.eesesccececssceeedOrase 3,249 3,323 2,935 3,031 r3,165 3,121

DOMESTIC TRADE
All retall stores:
Estimated inventories:

Unadjusted, total,eceeeccecccssssssscccescssemile of dol.. 23,510 23,300 24,510 24,440 23,840 23,700
Durab 1e=goods StoreS.sesssececcesesccccccsccsseaceadOerce 10,860 10,650 11,220 11,170 10,970 10,920
Nondurab 1€=goods StoreS..eseccsecsecccsscccssanssedoass 12,650 12,650 13,290 13,270 12,870 12,780

Adjusted, totale,iiiveesessenscscccese 23,830 253,800 23,670 23,950 24,090 24,140
Durable=goods StoreS....vesscescsscsse 10,750 10,650 10,590 10,740 10,800 10,850
Nondurab le=-goods stores,s..e.eeecesssscscsscscacaedosess 13,080 13,150 13,080 13,210 13,290 13,290

Firms with 1l or more stores, estimated sales:
UnadjustedeseseessssesssccoscosnssscssssscssosssssnsdOsoes 3,434 2,99 3,412 3,551 3,456 3,267
AQjUSTEdeeeorcroossosnssssacancsanscesseansasscsssssdOueas 3,332 3,373 3,427 3,493 3,509 3,582
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4 MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS —— Continved

1956 1957
ITEM
June July Aprii May June Juiy
DOMESTIC TRADE = Continued
Wholesale trade:

Sales, estimated (unadjusted), fotal.,....cccvcomii, of dol., 11,260 10,750 1,250 ii,640 10,990 i1,400
Durable~goods estabtishments.c.cssessscococoonsssooclOonos 4,590 4,220 4,310 4,450 4,240 4,270
Nondurab le~goods astablishmentS,ococonoscoonvscconsodOsnas 6,670 6,530 6,94C 7,190 6,750 7,130

inventories, estimated {unadjusted}, T0%8lca.csocosccoolOauas ti,97C 12,110 12,800 12,610 2,490 12,510
Vurab le=goods establishments,.cccocasccesoc0s000000000c000 6,300 6,210 6,7C0 6,67C 6,670 6,630
Nondurab ie~goods establishments,ooceosccecosesvecesed0scon 5,670 5,900 5,100 5,940 5,820 5,880

EMPLOYMENT
i.abor turnover in menutfacturing establishments:

Accession rat@yoccsonscos s Monthiy rate per {00 empioyees., 4,2 3,3 2.8 3.0 r3,9 p3.2

Seperation rate, t0T8loccscossascosccoscssscosscoscsoalOaoss 3.4 3,2 3,3 3.4 r3.0 p3.2
DischargessoconoceccscsocsoasscoccoosssooscoosossssolOscss W3 2 .2 3 .2 p.2
Lay=0ffscoooconoonssesoscacnssacocsnssoosscosoosssoodOscac .3 i.2 1.5 1.5 1! pl.d
QUitoococcocooocccahosessooocnaooscscosnsocoosecossslOuoca 1.6 1.5 i.3 i.4 i.3 pi.4
Mifltary and misce! i2aneouSeccoooceoooosooonoonsosnoolCsocs 02 .2 .2 ] o2 .2

ELECTRIC POWER
Electric power, production, totalsscscescecceomit, of kw.~hr,, | 56,490 55,229 57,702 58,909 58,990 61,1914
Electric utilitieSccocovosscesooonosocoscossccsccessasdOuoes 49,451 49,451 50,669 51,699 52,053 54,348
fndustrial establishments,ocecccocooososoccossncessooedOoasa 7,039 5,778 *,033 7,210 6,937 6,843
METALS AND MANUFACTURES

Cans, metal, shipments, total.ccosc-ce0s0evvssaceooshort tons., 405,083 448,529 506,425 338,575 360,530 452,994
FOOdsocoscoccosoocsancocevoonscoecosoooesonsocveocoodOooso 224,299 266,336 335,566 175,847 r203,957 271,056
NONf0Odeocsso0s0000coseoessssososscososscssaceccscosdOeaca 180,784 182, 193 170.859 162,728 156,573 181,938
Shipments for SalecesccccosceccssosssosossescscosecseclOecas 345,430 396, 15! 446,336 280,919 r308, 197 404,235

Steel products, net shipments:

Total (all grades)cesecoccecsosccsonssthous, of short tons,. 8,078 1,289 7,350 6,972 7,285 5,877
Semifinished products..cocoonococcoscsscsssssscccseedOooos 417 17291 358 403 491 273
Structural shapes (heavy), steel pilinGcececccccccced0sesn 538 1/472 631 659 630 634
Pl8t€So0c0000000008030600000000035c0000s0sc0000es0000000000 754 /6314 876 918 870 792
Rails and &ccessorie€Soc.vonoocvoncooosiosvncccsocoosBCoouc 203 /152 232 242 226 192
Bars and tool steel, totaloccoccecscoccooecacccooecadOsase i,288 171,052 1,030 1,005 i,046 752

Bars:
Hot rolied (incl. Vight shapes)cicecsesocscecosceCOsuoe 826 1/645 687 692 6839 489
ReINforcingecoccosecoscsacoscooccccscccosvsosooalOcoos 275 1/238 216 188 233 172
Cold finishedsccecosseocssacocscscascecccoccossslOsacs 174 1/152 118 i14 116 84
Pipe and TUbiNg.ceeessescoooocosssoosssscsccsoscnseedOecss 1,000 1/857 974 1,020 998 859
Wire and wire products...esceccccsccsses 457 1/339 304 327 388 218
Tin mill products (incl. black plate)iceacecsccnsesedOanss 625 1/544 875 350 391 460
Sheets and strip (incl, electrical), total.essoeceeed0oeas 2,796 1/2,492 2,070 2,049 2,244 1,698
Sheets: Hot rolledeccececassososcososssccssccveoedOerss 816 1/709 680 656 716 531
Cold rolled (incl, enameling)sccecosoceosdCeoss 1,277 /1,100 907 895 984 791

TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT

Motor vehicles, factory sales, t0tal,ssceccecescssssssnumber,, 538,052 522,018 647,414 639,886 591,039 r579,951

Coaches, toTaleecscescccsssvosscsnccssccvcscs . - T 503 307 506 462 389 r309
DomestiCoceocecacsssosssssosanconcosessosce Y [ P 471 z20 410 309 332 302

Passenger cars, TotaleseceecscscacsocnssosossssvescssalOiiss 445,758 440,980 541,733 537,112 496,329 r484,718
DomestiCeesconcssosvcsscoscasocssssossssessssssscsssldOoass 433,859 429,813 526,310 522,759 484,840 474,635

Trucks, 10131cscececcsocssccscoosnssossosssscscosseesssdConas 91,791 80,73} 105,175 102,312 94,321 ro4,924
DOMeStiCeesssecooocosssossecessssssvssssscscosaseoceslOaaso 73,463 63,044 84,410 82,930 76,859 76,856

r/ Revised, p/ Preliminary, 1/ Data are for July and August 1956,
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