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2 WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS®

1956 1957
ITEM
June 16 June 23 June | June 8 June |15 June 22
Commodity prices, wholesale:
All commOditTieSesceeeressccsooccossscsscccsccee|947-49=100,, | covecvscee *114,2 secccsssee 117.5 117.5 117.3
Farm productS.ceccesescececssscncsscssosssascaccccesclOeeee | soncoscsss ¥91,2 | cecevccoos 90.6 90.9 90.7
FoOds, pProcessedeseececcesscsccsesevcsccascscssceceodOueee | coccovacce *102.3 | seeeencces 106,5 106,3 105,2
All OThereesecesocsecesscssesasscccasccesccccssnseosdOucae | covaacence *121.5 | ceenceoeon 125.3 125.3 125.,3
22 commoditTies 2/ceeesccccscocoscscscocesscscecscscssedOuacs 89.0 87.8 88.7 89,5 89,6 89.3
Department store SaleS.ceeeescscccccscssssssccsscccsceselOneas 131 109 110 125 129 | seeeccenee
Insured unemployment, total.cececccocscccscssssscssssssthous,, 1,250 1,222 1,399 1,396 | ceeeecccos | sescccssecs

State Programs...eeseecccececcccssccescssesscscasosceealOoass 1,177 1,150 1,310 1,305 | seveocooss | eosscensce
Finance:

Currency in circulation 3/..ccccesccoccscccssecamil, Of dol,, 30,542 30,541 30,660 30,836 30,903 30,904

Federal Reserve bank credit outstanding, total 3/...eed0.c.0 25,251 25,779 24,833 24,987 24,988 25,424

Member bank reserve balances 3/..ececsccvevcoscccesscsolOnace 18,749 19,116 18,616 18,846 18,834 19, 148
ExCess reserves, 0stimated 3/..eeeesscoscooscccscoessdOuans 516 616 326 442 495 592

Federal Reserve reporting member banks in leading cities: 4/

Demand deposits, adjusted...eeccecscscececessMil, Of dol,, 56,974 56,905 55, 149 55,320 56,448 | sieecscoce
Time deposits, except U, S. Government,oscesesscosceeldOesseso 21,851 21,934 23,506 23,556 23,585 | coeocescce
Loans and investments (adjusted), totaleeececccococedOnan. 85,236 86,336 86,242 86,210 86,754 | cocsecccce
U, S. Government obligationS,eeesecsccscccccoscoscl0cans 26,745 27,055 25,878 25,790 25,690 | ceecvesece
Commercial, industrial, and agr. loans (gross)....do..:. 28,258 28,916 31,077 31,170 31,519 | veeevenees
Real~estate 10ans (GrosSs).eeececscecsocassococoesalOeoas 8,547 8,582 8,661 8,649 8,667 | sevecscese

Fallures, industrial and commercidlesececescsccess.onumber,, 286 245 225 289 265 241

Bond yields, domestic corporate (Moody's) 3/.......percent,. 3,46 3,46 4,06 4,09 4,14 4,18

Stock prices, 500 stocks (Stend, & Poor's) 4/,..1941-43=10,, 46,42 46,41 a7.11 47,27 48,05 47,72
Industrials, 425 stoCKS.eecccesscccosscccccccesscocelOecas 49,56 49,54 50,57 50.81 51,82 51,53

Production:

Bituminous coal 3/.ceceveccccccccsssssthous, of short tons,. 1,687 1,690 1,618 1,670 1,717 | seeccscces

Electric power, by utilitieSeessscesesccsecemil, Of kWw,=hr,, 11,425 11,478 10,936 11,550 11,958 | seeeccccss

Passenger cars and trucks (Ward's)ecceeecoccsssccsssnumber,, 121,376 126,836 99,950 152,887 148, 120 141,404

Petroleum (crude) and condensate 3/.....eese.thous, of bbl,, 7,066 7,056 7,418 7,338 7,294 cessscssce

Steel 5/cieeecsecccccssccsessccecssssssthous, of short tons,. 2,299 2,290 2,252 2,240 2,214 2,181
Percent of CapaCitY 5/cecccsccccsccccccccccsccccassscsccs #93.4 #93.0 88.0 87.5 86.5 85.2

Freight carloadings, total.eeceeeseccscesssssssThous, of cars,. 801 799 672 733 746 | cevesccsee

Miscel 1aneoUS eeesesessscssassscscossccssssscscsscecasslOoass 381 382 318 349 354 | cecesecese

1/ Data do not always cover calendar weeks,

2/ Tuesday prices,

3/ Daily average.

4/ Wednesday data; S&P's index on.revised basis,

5/ Week beginning June 24, 1957: Production, 2,220 thous. short tons; operating rate, 86.7 percent., *Monthly index for June 1956, #Not
comparable with 1957 rates, which are based on higher capacity.
MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS
1956 1957
ITEM
April May February March April May
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS

Industrial and commercial failures:

Failures, Totalsccsececccoccssccossscsccssosssesssssnumber,, 985 1,164 1,146 1,336 1,175 1,200
Commercial ServiCesseeceescscssssacccsccecscsoncsceedOocas 91 94 93 99 18 82
CoNStruCtioNeeescecseceesssrcassssescssssovccscsceeelOnsas 153 132 180 205 172 181
Manufacturing and miningeeccescescccccssccscssccseaedOieae 186 245 199 239 190 205
Retai|l 1radecssocacsoscccccccsoscsscssssssccsesccccsseldOoeae 463 575 568 672 580 600
Wholesale Trade..ceececseccccssccccscesososccoscessedOooss 92 [R1:] 106 121 115 132

Liabilities (current), total,eeececseecceeseathous, of dol,, 41,871 59,901 65,406 55,833 57,103 52,552
Commercial ServiCCeseseescescescsssscssssscssscsscsseldOucas 2,900 3,619 2,493 3,833 3,878 4,728
ConsTruCtioNeecssseesssescecscssssssscossssssacccceslOness 6,967 8,877 8,440 10,424 9,090 10,820
Manufacturing and miningecescecescscsceccscssescssosesedOneas 17,142 28,450 33,402 17,760 16,286 14,888
Retail 1radeesscceesscesscssccasoscesssecacccsccscealdoiees 10,772 13,242 14,780 17,816 15,994 15,686
Wholesale tradesceseeccessccssscssscccccscscasscsseelOnane 4,090 5,713 6,291 6,000 11,855 6,430

COMMODITY PRICES
Consumer price index:

All 11emMS.cseecessscscscossavescsccscsecssscsss 947-49=100.. 114,9 115.4 118,7 118.9 119.3 1/119.6
APPArel sccscossseoseescssssscsssssccsssessosccscssslOeens 104.8 104.8 106, | 106.8 106.5 106.5
FOOQuoosasvoosassscosssscassscssosccsssscscsacecscsceelOiecs 109.6 1.0 113,6 113,2 113.8 114.6

Dairy productSeeesccessssosvoscsossosscssssscceseedOoees 106.4 107.5 i 110,7 10,5 110.0
Fruits and vegetableSeeeesceceaveccccscsacecscscsedooseas 116,7 121.5 116,5 16,1 118.7 122,5
Meats, poultry, and fiShiceessesccceccscsccesssseedOieae 94.0 95,5 01,4 100.6 102,0 103.7
HOUSiNGesoso0cocecsssccsssssscsssscscsscsssccsessccesldOieas 120.8 120.9 124,5 124,9 125.2 125,3
Gas and electricityeeeese 11,8 111.8 12,4 112.4 112.4 12,3
HousefurnishingSesessses 102,7 102,6 105,0 104.9 105, | 104,2
Y 131.7 1322 134,2 1344 1345 134.7
Medical Gareeesessccecscsssssssssscsscsencssoscssessdoiies 131.6 131.9 135,5 136.4 136.9 137.3
Personal Car@seceesceseccsscscscossecssocecsssossscssdOuess 119.5 119.6 122,6 122,9 123.3 123.4
Reading and recreation.sescccsseses 108.2 108.2 110.0 110.5 11.8 1.4
TransportationeceecsscsosecsssecsssossssccssccscscsesdOass 126,4 127.1 134.4 135, 1 135.5 135.3
Private,csesesccocessccssccscssssesscsescccransceadoias. 116.5 7.1 124,5 125.2 125.5 125.4
PUDIT1CuieccaansassssasosssccccsececsccssacsscecssseslOoaas 170.8 172,5 175.8 175.8 176.8 176.8
Other goods 3nd SErviCeS,.eeececcccccscsccsccsscssealOniae 121.4 121.5 124,0 1242 124.2 124,3

Digitized for FRA$Adéx based on 1935-39=i00 is 200.0.
http://fraser.stidfifed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continuved

1TEM 1956 1957
Aprit May February March April May
COMMODITY PRICES - Continued
Purchasing power of the dollar as measured by--

Wholesale priCeSeececscsscecasscsasscsasnesscasel947-49=100,, 88.0 87.4 85,5 85.5 85,3 1/85,.4

CONSUMEr PriCeSesssscsceccsccccccscsescscccsescescccseaslOoas, 87.0 86,7 84,2 84,1 83.8 1/83.6

Retail food priceSecescacccecssescessssccsscssessccncselOnees 91.2 90.1 88.0 88.3 87.9 1/87,3

CONSTRUCTION AND REAL ESTATE
Highway concrete pavement contract awards: 2/

Totaleeeeeeoesosesesccccnsesecscccesssssssthous, of sq, vd,, 7,578 8,513 7,229 9,582 7,816 9,772
ATrpOrtSececseeceececseoncccccssssecsscsccsscsssccesslOuece 337 1,084 1,489 3,023 1,172 2,284
ROBdS.eeeccescovovccccssssccccsssesecssssscscasssssesdOvens 3,764 3,873 4,425 4,660 3,702 4,209
Streets and alleyS.cceeececcsccscccccscecascecncseeelOaaics 3,477 3,557 1,316 1,899 2,941 3,279

Construction cost index (E. H. Boeckh and Associates):
Average, 20 cities:
Apartments, hotels, and office buildings:
Brick and concretescecececceesss s S. avg, 1926-29=100,, 274,10 276.8 283,1 283,5 284,3 286,3
Brick and steeliceses esssssecsscecsccclOcase 270.3 272.5 278.5 278.8 279,1 280.7
Brick and WOOde.eeeseeeocsscssssoccscscosscssceeeedOnses 273.4 275.4 278,3 278.4 278.9 280.3
Commercial and factory buildings:
Brick and concretes.cescecccssscccsccocsscoscscscsedOneas 282.3 285,3 291.8 292.4 293,5 295.9
Brick and steel... Y- [T 280.0 282,2 291.,3 291,.6 292,3 294.4
Brick and Woode.ceeeeccscocoscssocssssssesscescassalOnees 271.5 273.8 278.1 278.2 278.7 280.2
Frame.ceeecessssscececcscccosssssssscesssscssncscselOneae 273.6 275.4 275,3 275.4 275.9 277.4
Steel.ceeeesssssscorseccssccsscosssscscssossscncaselOeeae 264,.6 266,2 278.4 278.7 279. 1 280.4
Residences:
BrickececossoscosescscsesccescsossvcncovcossssscssdOnece 273.8 276, 1 278.6 278.7 279.3 280.8
Frame.ceceoescecsesocccsccscsssesssssssscssssssreeldOiess 268.2 269.9 270.8 270.9 271.3 272,6
DOMESTIC TRADE
Television advertising:

Cost of facilities, tot@lieesoeosocscssesssssthous, of dol,. 38,979 40,610 39,385 r43,653 41,207 escesscnee
Automotive, including accessorieSceeccescesccesesseslOsecs 5,147 5,425 3,732 r4,470 3,929 | 4cecevccces
Drugs and toiletrieS..ccececccescsscccocscssscscssceldOeees 9,403 10,086 1,182 11,984 1,125 eeeecnnene
Foods, soft drinks, confectioneryeeeecscccesse eeelOusvas 7,840 8,155 8,891 9,295 8,761 sssccssane
Soaps, cleansers, €tCecscecccssccssccccsccsccssssseeldOeces 5,037 5,125 5, 139 5,583 5,825 | eccescecse
Smoking materials....eeseececcccscssscccscscscesceseedOness 3,419 3,087 3,321 3,789 3,810 | ceeeccssss

Magazine advertising:

Cost, totaleeeeseccscssscesssscocssosscsocasscccnssaneelOucas 75,485 72,961 54,612 ré67,899 81,439 seccccccne
Apparel and aCCESSOri@SeeeseessscrssscscscscsssssssedOeees 5,643 5,510 3,445 4,904 6,206 | eececncens
Automotive, including accesSOrieSeeecessccecessoccsselOures 7,924 6,685 4,509 5,607 7,053 | ceeccccnes
Building materials.ceiseeeeccccescocccocasccscscceesdOnees 4,559 4,560 2,350 3,557 5.145 | tieeceanes
Drugs and toiletrieSccecececsccccccccses 5,732 6,111 5,536 6,002 7,028
Foods, soft drinks, confectioneryececececcecocccscecsadOeess 8,542 7,847 7,879 8,883 9,058
Beer, Wine, |iQUOrS,eeceeccccccscscscsccrccccessocsedOnens 3,286 3,149 2,305 3,117 3,696 | eeseceases
Household equipment and Suppli€S.ecececscccscccseseedOcess 5,063 5,465 2,840 3,976 5,246 essssscece
Household furnishingSeeecececesesss eesecsesseesdO.,as 4,405 4,054 1,556 2,590 4,126 | ceeecvnnes
Industrial materialsS,ceeese eesssvceseselOuess 5,735 6,627 4,480 r5,796 6,147 | cevecences
S08ps, Cleansers, @tCecescsceccccscsacssscecsssscesslOesss 1,330 1,368 978 1,441 1,526 | seeecascces
Smoking materialS.eseecesssccsccccescssscssccseeseassdOneee 1,516 1,655 1,578 2,017 1,923 | ceeeceeses

F INANCE
Federal Government finance:

Receipts, totalececereessecesscsssscsscescccaeamil, Of dol,, 5,562 7,107 7,486 12,145 6,142 7,759
Receipts, NetececccocccscscccsosscocscecccscnssssalOnees 4,082 5,050 6,188 10,727 4,256 5,282
CusSTOMS.essessceneccccnes cscees edOseee 59 63 53 66 65 64
Income and employment taX€Seesecee oee Y- [- TP 4,461 5,780 6,313 10,887 4,799 6,403
Miscel laneous internal revenueeececescsccscccssccessdOesas 894 1,014 963 1,063 1,008 I, 146

All other receiptSsceccescescoscccscscscssaccssccceedOness 147 251 157 129 270 147

EXpPenditureSecceccesscccesoccsoscscocsecccsscccsssssesdOneee 5,387 5,467 5,743 5,584 5,987 5,944
Interest on public debteeececcsseccscacssosscoccsesedOoaas 565 561 585 601 604 604
All other expendituresS,ceeecscccsccccsccscssccsossselOeces 4,823 4,906 5,158 4,983 5,383 5,340

Life insurance written (new paid-for insurance):

Value, estimated total..... ecsvesessscscsssmil, of dol,, r4,244 ré4,603 r5,000 r5,653 r5,907 6,224
Group and wholesale,,. PR [ T, r850 rl,018 ri,281 ri,158 rl,510 1,680
1NdUSTrialececesosesccecccsscacssscocccscseesccsscssldOnaae r531 r602 r509 r563 r569 574
Ordinary.socescceeccecesssssssecceccscscsccsscacsasedOesns r2,863 r2,983 r3,210 r3,932 r3,828 3,970

FOODSTUFFS
Distilled spirits:
Production,,eeececceccocsscscscssesnssothous, of tax gal.. 17,652 18,617 18, 105 18,902 19,033 | ..ccccecss
Tax-paid withdrawals.eeeceocssosccoccassscccsosceseslOeens 13,736 13,252 10,805 12,420 11,190 | coeeencene
Stocks, end of MONtheseseeeeeeescsovassoscsecsse-cselOnass 851,287 854,709 842,059 845,407 850,996 | eeeevecees
Whisky:
ProductioneeesessecesscosoccccccesorecsssssscscaccesldOnense 11,426 11,592 11,243 12,151 12,500
Tax-paid Withdrawals.eeseseeeososssscccsccccccscscselOisee 6,910 6,280 6,139 6,626 5,432
Stocks, end of mONthesseeeceaseccssseccceeconcocscceedOuees 733,530 736, 196 732,777 735,536 740,710
Rectified spirits and wines, prod........thous, of proof gal.. 7,243 6,870 4,607 5,137 5,238
WhisKYeeooeeoeeoesscosceocsceonosssasassassococccccseelOaoase 6,230 5,722 3,675 4,016 4,170
LEATHER AND PRODUCTS
Leather production:

Calf and whole KiPecesesessessssseceessssssthous, of skins.. 759 701 844 813 752 | seeocceces

Cattle hide and side Kipeesssossassthous, of hides and kips.. 2,180 2,382 2,164 r2,164 2,114 seeccescne

Goat and Kidesesessessoeosesscasssssessesssthous, of skins,. 2,154 2,547 1,892 1,951 1,959 | ceeeencane

Sheep and laMbesescssecccoccssssssssccasccsossssssccsedOuees 2,407 2,505 2,225 2,359 2,365 1 4eeescenes

1/ Indexes based on 1935-39=100 are as follows:

http://fraser.stipuipted.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

. g%ésﬁf ised, Measured by-- wholesale prices, 44,7; consumer prices, 50.0; retail food,
Digitized for &% %/ Data for May 1956 and 1957 are for 5 weeks; other months, 4 weeks.



4 MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued

1956 1957
1TEM
Apritl May February March April May
METALS AND MANUFACTURES
Barrels and drums, steel, heavy types (for sale):

Orders, unfilled, end of MONtheocceeceocsosccossseThousands,, 2,322 2,334 ri/2,346 r2,444 2,326 | cosceccsce

ShipmentsS,.ecccccssscscscossocsscccoscsscsssonssossseslOosoes 2,294 2,469 r1/2,050 r2,179 2,160 | cececocene

Stocks, end of montheoecececosocscocoeosssoooscsssccoslBssao 59 69 r1/69 ré8 78 ecsecescce

Furnaces, industrial, new orders, net:
Electric processingecscscsccccocssccsssscocoosthous, of dole, i,924 2,035 4,441 {,809 1,089 1,279
Fuel-fired (except for hot rolling steeldeccsssesscsocl00ean 6,182 1,178 3,429 6,794 1,665 2,048
Machine tools (metal-cutting):

New orders (net), totalsceececcecccscsscscccocoMil, of dolo, 79.30 87,10 58,20 58,90 51,30 p41.,55
DomestiCeoceccoceooscss00s0000000cc0s00000000s00000el00000 74,00 79,45 51,10 51,30 r45,70 p38. 10

Shipments, totalsccceccscccscscsocsccccoosocosccssocsalBacos 71,80 76,80 77.70 89,10 r87.80 p78.70
DomestiCecooccscavsscsssscsscscocsccocsssscsscoscsoalOoooa 65,00 70,50 72,05 78.80 r77.65 p71.,05

Estimated backlogeosssccoosscsoscossccsssscoonsosceomMonths,, 8.4 8.2 5.8 5.5 5.0 p4.6

Tractors (except contractors' off-highway and garden):

Shipments (incl, wheel=type), totdlecocococsothous, of dol., 92,794 81,342 82,060 92,650 83,965 | cccococoss

Tracklayinge.eoeceesccssesossosccscscssscosossasscsolOooss 49,798 47,292 38,709 44,044 38,575 | eccecescsse
PULP, PAPER, AND PRINTING
Wood pulp:

Production, total, all gradeS,ccesecco.thous, of short tons.. i,859,5 £,954,4 §,708,8 r§,893,7 §,841.4 secoccsscoce
Dissolving and special alph@.ccececossccccsscsccsseald@oocs 65,8 87.8 83,6 92.0 93,9 | cecscccsce
Sulfate,eecoceosoccscssccoecossasscosssssssccsvoosealdBosas 1,016, 1 1,069,2 915.,6 1,037,3 993,01 | secccsssos
SUlfiteecocsccoosssoosccsscscscsssscasssssassoscasselBoaoo 246.2 229.1 207,.5 220.9 225.5 | coscesscce
Groundwoode.seeossoccsascocoscscsscsssscsscossscsssosolleans 246,0 268.0 244,0 r267.,2 263,7 | csecssscso
Defibrated or exploded..cccssccccc0c0s0cs0c0000ssosel0csce 102,0 106,3 91.2 96.7 96,7 | cossccccos
Soda, semichem,, screenings, damaged, etCeccccovososl0coce 183.4 94,0 167.8 r179.6 16864 | coccoveces

Stocks, end of month, totai, ali MiiiSeeecccccscsccssed@sces 780.8 797.6 871.5 r869,8 86164 | co0occecosse
Pulp millSccccsccsscccccccssscscsssscssssscscancoesslOooss 181.6 190,5 206,6 206,9 209,2 | ceccessces
Paper and board millS.sceoccse 0000000c000000080ca0e 493,3 504.9 564,3 5611 545.,6 | ccccoeccco
Nonpaper millSscccccocccsccos vs000000000090008800000 i05.8 102,2 100.6 i0i.8 10646 | cosvescscs

All paper and board mills, production:

Paper and board, totaleeecesecscsccescsseccosococsossosd0cans r2,645 2,761 2,432 r2,655 2,602 | cocvsccono
PAPerosceoescococsosscssscsosceoocssssosscosooosssossldOssos ri, 162 1,198 i,104 ri,183 1,169 | socccsccos
PaperboardcosscccosccccsccescscocesscccssscossssossslDesss 1,203 1,274 1,090 ri,224 i,181
Wet-machine boardeescecssccccssssscscscsosscossocsoosdesce 12 i3 2 ri3 13
Construction paper and boardeceecssccsescsscoocosssselOesasn 268 277 226 235 240 | coccceccse

TEXTILE PRODUCTS
Cottons' 2/
ConsumpTionescocsssssoscoscocsesssscssosossocessssssobd@l€Sse 722,551 713,289 684,366 690,627 807,979 672,756
Manufactures:
Spindle activity (cotton systen spindles):
Active spindles, last working day, total.....thousands.. 20,838 r20,800 20,161 19,985 19,929 19,781
Consuming 100 percent cottoNscccocssccccosscocsalOooao 19,290 19,276 18,639 18,457 18,365 18,246
Spindle hours operated, ail fibers, total,..mit. of hr,, 9,995 79,803 9,411 9,400 11,281 9,223
Average per WOrking ddYe.eeccescssocsoscscoscedBoooe 500 r490 471 r470 451 461
Consuming 100 percent cotfON.ecccecoccossesssscolCanoe 9,324 9,128 8,749 8,731 10,461 8,533
Rayon and acetate:

Production:

Filament Yarfeccoooccoocooeosocooscasssscsceosil, of ib,, 64,5 63,9 61,3 63,9 r63,6 62,1
Staple (incl. TOW).cooscecccoosoosvoosacocsasssssscsdOnco 34,2 32,0 31,9 34,2 34,6 34,1

Stocks, producers', end of month, tot@lecescececcesceelOocos 102,5 1§06 05,6 11,3 ril6,7 122.5
Filament Yarn,.ceoecccoocsccoossocccosseassssosscosolOsase 55,0 61,0 59,2 62.6 r64,.3 67,0
Staple (incl, TOW) s00s000cs000c0000600000000000050s00U0000s 47,5 49,6 46,4 48,7 52,4 55,5

r/ Revised, p/ Preliminary, I/ Revisions for J y 1957 (th

1957 cover 5 weeks; other months, 4 weeks,
3%, 39a.
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