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2 WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS'

1956 1957
ITEM
May 12 May (9 Apr. 27 May 4 May 11 May 18
Commodity prices, wholesale:
ALl commoditieSeeececescoscnscccsccssoscsccccee987-49=100,c| conceccces *]14.4 117.2
Farm productSececessecscccccccse ceceseelOcces cccece #90,9 920.2
Foods, Processed..cecescsccessccscsssscscccscscecseelOocec| soecccssce *102.4 104.4
All 0thereeccscccscecescssccscessscscscsccsccsccsceedOecce| cosceocces #1217 | coecvccece | secccsccos 125.4
22 commodities 2/ceecsssccccsescsccccssssssscscscscssslOeces 90.8 90.8 88.7 . 88,2
Depariment STOre S@8i€SceccccccccsccssesscscescccsscscoselOeesse 128 i22 123 132 133
Insured unemp loyment, total.ccescecccccscccscccce .« thous,, 1,324 1,334 1,547 1,504 seeectonoce
State pProgramSececccssssccssscscsscsccocsccscccsccsseslOoese 1,242 1,257 1,440 1,410 | csecscacee
Finance:
Currency in circulation 3/eeeececececcccccesasslil, of dol,, 30,296 30,359 30,610 30,499 30,589 30,654
Federal Reserve bank credit outstanding, total 3/...0.00...0 25,325 25,298 25,695 25,093 25,177 25,03
Member bank reserve balances 3/...ececcccese Y | T 18,848 18,710 19,201 19,000 18,984 18,845
Excess reserves, estimated 3/.cceeeccscccccaccccocesdOoees 553 469 599 406 497 478
Federal Reserve reporting member banks in leading cities: 4/
Demand deposits, adjust@d,cececescccecccccccsasmil, of dol,, 55,559 54,999 56,695 56,213 55,273
Time deposits, except U, S. Government.cceceescccceaslOcase 21,599 21,638 23,102 23,148 23,213
Loans and investments (adjusted), total,ccecvcocceeedOeess 84,887 85,241 86,716 87,129 86,087
U, S. Government obligationSeeecceecccccossccosccslOoses 26,939 27,082 25,972 26,034 25,552
Commercial, industrial, and agr. loans (gross)....do.... 28,031 28,203 31,349 31,450 31,338
Real-estate loans (gross)eecececsccsccccsssccocacesldOeece 8,457 8,471 8,690 8,679 8,665
Failures, industrial and commercial.ccecccccocccscs number,, 258 279 263 297 267
Bond vields, domestic cerporate (Mocdy's) 3/.......percent.. 3.46 3.45 3.98 3.99 4.0
Stock prices, 500 stocks (Stand. & Poor's) 4/...1941-43=10,, 47,94 46,05 45,72 46,02 46,31
Industrials, 425 StOCKSeeeeecesceessccsssccsssessseadOoans 51.24 49,05 48,82 49,19 49,51
Production:
Bituminous coal 3/ceeecccccccscsscessothous, of short tons.. 1,642 1,608 1,667 1,595 1,609 | cecccconse
Electric power, by utilities.cceeccesccoccoaemile Of kwe=hr,. 10,837 10,875 11,310 11,286 1,311 secsecsccc
Passenger cars and trucks (Ward®sS)..icecececcescsssonumber,, 127,673 126,665 148,258 143,848 149, 122 151,006
Petroleum (crude) and condensate 3/...cceeeeothous, of bbl,, 7,029 7,071 7,537 7,529 7,434 | ceocceccce
St1ee! 5/cecccovcccsccssssscsssssscssssthous, of short tons., 2,343 2,345 2,269 2,226 2,220 2,155
#95,2 #95.3 88,7 87.0 86,7 84,2
Freight carloadings, total, 778 779 691 719 723 ] ceeecsccce
MiscellaneouS,sseeesccecscsecscsscsscccccccscssccccssselOiece 375 383 343 351 352 | ceeecccsee

1/ Data do not always cover calendar weeks, 2/ Tuesday prices, 3/ Daily average., 4/ Wednesday data; S&P's index on revised basis,

5/ Week beginning May 20, 1957: Production, 2,220 thous. short tons; operating rate, 86,7 percent, ¥*Monthly index for May 1956, #Not
comparable with 1957 rates, which are based on higher capacity.
MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS
1956 1957
ITEM
March April January February March April
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS
Industrial production (FRB):
Unad justed, combined indeXseeescscccsecaceocees|947-49=100,, 143 144 145 147 148 pl4é
M2nUfaCTUreS,ccesesscscssccscscsccscsecscccsccoccsselOaene 145 146 146 149 150 pla7
Durable manufacturesececes. .o 161 162 164 167 rl66 pl63
Primary metalS.ccecceccososcccesaceses 152 152 J46 149 rl44 pi39
Metal fabricating (including ordnance)..eecesesedo,ees 171 174 181 ris4 183 pl79
Fabricated metal productS.esesecsescscssscesesdOoaes 134 136 136 ri139 r139 pi139
MaChineryeeceescesescescsessseccscccsscsssseeesdOneas | 168 172 175 ri76 ri76 pl70
Transportation equipmenteccecececcecccsccceesedOeres 202 201 224 r23| 227 p223
Instruments and related productS..cecccececcecsedOoess 161 164 173 174 rii4 pl74
Furniture and fixXtureS,.ccecececoccccccocsccsseslOeeee 122 119 118 19 ri20 plié
Lumber and productSceececccscccsscccccscscccecsedOusae 19 126 104 ril2 ritl plié
Stone, clay, and glass productS.cecececessceeceedOcses 153 158 148 151 ris4 p155
Miscellaneous manufactureS.eccecececcecccsscsceeedOoasne 142 141 136 137 ri39 pl139
Nondurable manufactureS..ccecescccccssccccsccsscselOecee 130 129 128 131 133 pi32
Printing and publishingeeceecececscsecsccacccsseedOoees 135 137 136 139 rl4q pl4s
Petroleum and coal productSecececccssccsscsscecccceedOeeas 142 135 148 ri45 riai pl40
MineralS,cceceesecscecsecccccccecescrsoosccssscsceselOuens 127 130 ri29 ri3i1 ri3i pl30
(61 eeedOqeas 86 86 84 86 88 p84
Crude oil and natural gaS..ceccccoccesccsssssccccseslOeces 151 151 157 ris7 ri56 pi53
Adjusted, combined indeXeeesesececsecscsscceoosccsaseedOneee 141 143 146 146 146 pl45
ManufacturesS,seeecoccccvocssscoscsccsccscsccscessccselOnene 143 144 147 147 147 pla6
Durable manufactureSssceessccecccscecccccssccccceeldOneee 157 159 164 164 ri62 plél
Primary metalS.ceeeececsecsccecccscescess 145 146 144 143 ri37 pi34
Metal fabricating (including ordnance).... 167 170 180 180 179 pl77
Fabricated metal productS.cececcccecccsccccesedOuces 132 136 137 ri39 137 pi39o
MachineryeeecseseeescsscessssscssescessessaseelOneas 163 169 173 171 171 pl67
Transportation equipment.cccecceseecccccceceeedOeeee 196 193 221 r224 222 p219
instruments and reiated productS.ceecececcceeelOecee i60 i62 i73 i74 ri73 pi73
Furniture and fixtures,.eeeseccccccccccocossccsedOoece 121 123 118 rlig8 119 pl20
Lumber and productSeecccccsssccscscscscsscccsasslOosss 18 122 114 rli3 rilo pll2
Stone, clay, and glass productS,ceccecccccssceeedOseee 154 158 155 ri55 r155 pi55
Miscel laneous maNUFaCTUrE€SesecccecssscssccsconceslOsees i4i i44 i40 i36 ri37 piai
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued 3
1956 1957
ITEM
March April January February March April
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS - Continued
Industrial production, adjusted index (FRB) - Continued
Manufactures - Continued
Nondurable manufactureS.eeesssecesscocssces |947-49=100,, 128 130 131 131 131 pi32
Printing and publishingeceescecsscocccoscsossocselOasee 132 135 141 141 ri4l plaz
Petroleum and coal productSescecseccscssccccsseelOeaas 144 139 147 ris3 rid42 pl44
MINEralS,ceeecececosccscccsescsscocsossssssccssccseelOoose 129 129 130 ri32 ri3> pl29
COBlecossssccseossacsscccsasscssscccecssssssccseselOeece 90 89 80 86 R p88
Crude oil and natural gaSeeccecccccscccccessccccselOocce 148 147 ri53 ris3 ri52 plas
Consumer durables output (FRB):

Unadjusted index, 10T@lececcecccccssccssccoccscsscecsedOacce 143 141 137 ri43 142 pl34

Major consumer durabieS.ececescscccccssccscscscsscselOecas 157 154 148 risée 155 plaa
AUTOSescsesccccssscscsssscsocscsssssssscascecsasceedOoeee 163 162 174 178 171 pi55
Major household goodSesecececoss eseccocesceelOcasns 155 150 128 ri40 143 | secococcne

Other consumer durableS.eccscecccscccscsscosscesssssedOecss 108 109 tio 112 i piti

Adjusted index, 1018l.cececcscccecccccccscccscsssssseedOeacs 133 132 137 ri38 134 pizs

Major consumer durableS.cceeccccceccsccscscossssssceslOesss 144 141 147 ri49 ri4q pi35
AUTOSeeoosesescsscssscsscssssssscoccscscssccssssssvd0ence 145 140 169 167 159 plai
Major household goods,. 144 145 ri130 ri34 132 | eovocccces

Other consumer durableS..ececse 108 (AR} 114 114 rill pli2

Industrial and commercial fallures.

Failures, 10tal.ssccenssccessccesescccssscscccscssschimber,, 1,170 985 i,148 1,146 1,336 1,175
Commercial ServiCessceeccsscccssssessccscscsssscscscsalOoces 102 9l 71 93 99 118
Constructioneesccecscscce 150 153 177 180 205 172
Manufacturing and mining, 224 186 197 199 239 190
Retal!l trade..ceeeccesssccoccccsssscccsccscsccscssecelOocoes 572 463 612 568 672 580
Wholesale trade.ccecccoseccscsssssssccsscccccccccsselOease 122 92 9l 106 121 15

Liabilities (current), total.ceescoesossessoothous, of dol,, 42,622 41,871 54,060 65,406 55,833 57,103
Commercial servicesscecses 2,015 2,900 4,086 2,493 3,833 3,878
Constructioneecosscccccss 7,089 6,967 10,672 8,440 10,424 9,090
Manufacturing and MiNiNgeeecescocccecccsccocsscsssselOanne 15,649 l,,l42 16, 105 33,402 17,760 16,286
Retail 1radessececcscccscscocessocsssscssccccscsssseslOoasne 12,430 10,772 17,862 14,780 17,816 15,994
Wholesale trade.ceecescccccscccccscsssccsssssccccceelOoeas 5,439 4,090 5,335 6,291 6,000 11,855

COMMODITY PRICES
Wholesale price index, all commoditieScececeocsss 947-49=100., 112,8 113,6 116.9 117.0 116.,9 117.2

Economic sector:

Crude materials for further processingesccccccscececedOeces 93.4 95.4 97.4 96.7 r96,7 97.1

Intermediate materials, supplies, and components....d0ce.. 121,0 121.7 124.8 125, 1 124,9 124,9

Finished goods |/ceceseccsccecccecscscsccccsscas «d0eese 12,3 112,7 116.7 17,0 ri16,9 117.4

Farm productS..cesceccccssccscccccsccsases eedOsese 86.6 88.0 89.3 88.8 88,8 90,6
Fruits and vegetables, fresh and driedeccececcecccesdOeess 106,5 101.8 100,7 96,1 9,1 103,0
GrainSeecesescsecsscccoscsscssscssssscsseccsscsssssceslOoese 84,5 89,5 89.5 87.0 87.5 87.3
Livestock and live poultryeeececcceccsccecccccnsceeslOeeee 67.5 70.8 73.9 75.0 76.6 79.3

Foods, processedececececesccccocsssssacssccsscccssccceslOoces 99,2 100,4 104,3 103,9 103,7 104.3

115.4 115.6 115.8 115.9 116,7 116,8
106, | 105,9 112,5 112.5 1.3 111.4

Fruits and vegetables, canned and frozeN.eececcceeeed0ueae 108.6 109.0 105.6 105.9 105,9 104,9

Meats, poultry, and fisheceesecccceccsccccccscccceeedOecee 74.6 79.3 84,8 83,9 84,6 88,2

Commodities other than farm products and fo0dS..eeeeeel0cacs 121.0 121.6 125.2 125,5 125.4 125,3

Chemicals and allied productS.ececececccccces 106.5 106,9 108.7 108.8 108.8 109, 1

Chemicals, industridlecceccccccccccces 120.0 120.9 123,5 123,2 122,9 123,6
Fuel, power, and lighting materialS.cecececccaccesesdOeces 110,9 110,6 116,3 119.6 ril9,2 118,9
Petroleum and productSesececscssscecscsscsssssccsscdOocss 116.8 117,5 124,9 131.0 130,7 130.4
Furniture, other household durableS.ceecsececececccedOncee 118, 1 118.,0 121,9 121,9 ri21.9 121.8
Appliances, householdeeececococccescccscccocnccceedOnns 105.3 105,2 106,5 106.8 r106.8 106,5
Hides, skins, and leather products.cecee eed0cese 97.7 100,6 98.4 98.0 r98.4 98.8
Lumber and wood productS.eececcacece eelO0eee 128,0 128.5 121,3 120,7 120, 1 120,2
LUMDOr.eeececscssccscssssssssssssecsceccsccssssseelOecss 129,9 130.6 122,6 121.9 ri21,2 121,2
Machinery and motive productSe.eceseccsscccsccccccceseedOecas 134,7 35,7 143,9 144,5 rida.s 145,0
Electrical machinery and equipment.... PR [ N 133.6 135.6 146.0 147,1 rl47,5 147.8
Motor vehicleS.cecsscencecscces eedOsuses 129,0 129, 1 134,3 134,6 134,6 134,7
Metals and metal productS.ececcee esessscccccccsseslOsass 146,5 147,7 152,2 151.4 151,0 150, 1
1ron and 518 lececccecscccsssssscssccccsscccccscaelOeeee 149.4 151.0 164,3 163,9 163,8 161,9
Nonmetallic minerals, structural.ceccececcccccccceeelO0eace 127.9 128.6 132.,0 132,7 133.2 134,5
Pulp, paper, and aliied productS.ceccccccccccscssseesdOoass 126.8 127.4 28,6 128.5 128,7 128.5
Papericccecssscsscsccccsacccccnce eed0sces 136.2 136,2 139,2 139,2 140, 1 140,7
Rubber and produCtSecccoccesccccccccecsses PR [ TP 146,2 145,0 145,0 143,9 144,3 144,5
Textile products and apparel.sccessccocscccccsccesssdOoece 95.9 95,1 95.8 95.7 95.4 95.4
APPBrel eeecccesccceccscccssssccscsscsssccccscccesdOecee 99,7 99.5 99,7 99.6 99,6 99,6
Tobacco manufactures and bottled beverages..cceeeeeed0cees 121.7 121.7 124,0 124, 1 124,1 124,4

CONSTRUCTION AND REAL ESTATE
Engineering construction:
(g)on‘l'l'oc‘l'gawards (ENR) Z/o'oo-ooo..ooa--ooco-...m"o of dol.. 2,379 1,869 1,664 |,435 1,468 1,460
Construction cost indexes:

.American Appraisal Co,, The, average, 30 cities...1913=100,. 625 628 649 653 654 655
AT1BAT2e 0 000cecosscscssscsssssesccescsscessssccccseelOocee 676 676 702 705 710 712
New Ya’koaooctoooonoeooeeoocoeeoooooooo.oooooa..ooo.dO;.o. 652 654 701 703 704 704
San FranciscO.ccscsccsccsscscssssscesscsscsoccccseselOeces 588 589 594 610 610 610
St. Louls do. 632 633 640 643 644 644

. 00000000l........'....l.......'.0!0000...0. oo
Associated General Contractors (all TYpeS)eesessseseeedOecse 452 452 472 472 472 473
Engineering News-Record: Buiiding 3/eeces 1947-49=100., 143,6 144, 1 148.6 148,3 148.3 148.8
Construction 3/.ecececcecceslOecce 150.8 152,0 156.7 156.4 156.6 158.0

Digitized for FRASER 1. ...
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g/ Pratimiasry, 1/ Goode +o ucare, Including raw foods and fuels,

2/ vata for March 1956 and Jjanuary 1957 are for 5 weeks;
4 weeks, 3/ Data roporfod at the bcglnnlng of each month are shown here for the previous month,



4 MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued

1956 1957
ITEM
February March December January February March
METALS AND MANUFACTURES
iron ore (Lake Superior district): 1/

Consumption by furnaces.ccccecccvcscscothous, of long TORS.es | seevssssoe 2/23,370 7,840 7,892 7,099 7,602

Stocks, end of month, tT0T@lcccc-scocccccosscorsscoscoe@Bscss | cosassccss 23,020 45,508 37,484 30,110 21,941
At fUrR@CeS.coecccococoscsoc00asoecsscssscssosscseoBooss | ceossesscn 20,365 41,231 33,580 26,817 19,672
On Lake Erie docks.oasgeo.gcacaeeeoqu.eoag,h~ s00009C000c | vosoocssss 2,655 4,277 3,905 3,293 2,270

Steel products, net shipmentss

Total (all grades)ceccccoocccsososccostholis, of short tomns,, 7,468 8,256 7,064 7,809 7,067 7,822
Semifinished products.ccccscoococsescssssocsoconocselOesas 416 447 399 380 360 437
Structural shapes (heavy), steel pilingeccococccsccced0soos 479 525 564 573 583 668
Plates,coococscccoccsccsessoscoosccoecsecssosossscesolOecsn 641 707 607 777 763 88}
Rails and accessorieScescccsccscssccosscccosesoossosd0osos 202 238 214 224 208 232
Bars and Yool steel, T0T@lcooceosc0cs00s0000000000s0800s00 i,165 1,284 1,166 i,180 1,085 i,145

Bars:
Hot rolled (inci. light Shapes)cecoccsecccsccsccclOaocs 809 877 788 802 713 768
RelnforcingecocococcossccsccsoscsscccasccesccsssodBasce 174 217 240 224 235 240
Cold finished.coccccnccococcososossoscsscocascasd0ooos 171 i78 129 144 127 128
Pipe and tubingecocssssceccoccocosssscsssesvesscsssedOoone 872 952 9i5 i,039 905 1,034
Wire and wire productSeccceccecsssccocccssccssssccosdOocas 364 395 263 314 287 312
Tin mill products (incl, black plate€)ecccccescscssssed0ocos 553 798 406 649 529 809
Sheets and strip (incil. electrical), totalcoccscccoed0ocos 2,777 2,910 2,532 2,674 2,347 2,302
Sheets: Hot roll@decescocesscocsceascossccssscscelOssns 800 853 826 847 731 753
Cold rolled (incl, enameling)ecocococccoed0seso 1,271 1,327 1,130 1,232 1,083 1,026

Radiators and convectors, cast iron:

ShipmentSeececssccsscccscsccosscsssoscssssthous, of sq. ft.. 2,236 1,802 1,756 1,712 2,236 | s0e0000e6s
Stocks, end of MONTHeecocsscssscscccecssscacsssscscsssdsose 5,013 5,814 3,878 4,139 5,013 | cosssccen

0%l burners:

Shipments.sosccscocsccccoosssccscoccosccsoccssssosssNUMDEr, . 44,697 47,890 38,728 r45,933 42,772 | cocsssccs

Stocks, end of monThescocscsecsscscesssocsscsccscesssslBosss 63,952 73,835 50,329 54,460 52,345 | ccesscsse

industrial trucks (electric), shipments:

Hend (motorized)ecsceccsoscsccsosscccscscsssssoscsssNUMbOr,, 603 371 521 602 559 583

491 503 442 480 385 411
industrial trucks and tractors (gasollne-powered). sh(p-
MeNTSeocso00000000000000000e0000000000000000000000cnUMbDEr,, 1,765 2,170 1,977 1,837 1,610 1,909
PULP, PAPER, AND PRINTING
Wood pulp:

Production, total, all grades.cccecss.thous, of short tons,. 1,813,6 1,913,0 {,672,6 1,904,6 r1,709.8 1,893.3
Dissolving and special alph@ceccecccccsccscoscsosesselOesas 88,4 93,5 72,7 82,6 83,6 92,0
SUlfat@ececocsccsccococosscsccssoscsscsscscsssocsssedOsoss 989.2 1,031,.1 920.,0 1,061,0 r915,6 1,037,3
SulfitesococccessccscecscsecscscsscssssscsscccscssosldOsoss 222.7 225,1 200.8 226.9 207.5 220.9
GroundwoodessecceceocossscsscscccccscscccscesccssccsslOsose 240.8 261,.5 231.5 262,6 244,0 267,0
Defibrated or explodedesceceassccesscssccssccssscssedOnaas 97.3 108.8 78.0 0.1 ro9l.2 96,7
Soda, semichem,, screenings, d2maged, etCi.ceecccceed0eoos 175.,3 193, 1 169.4 181.5 r167.4 179.3

Stocks, end of month, total, all MmillS.cecscccccocvccsdOoosce 785,9 777.0 912,0 884,0 r871,5 870, 1
Pulp millSceeocccocceececsessoscosscsssssssssscosssesdOocos 165,2 169,2 189.5 208.8 206,6 206.9
Paper and board millSeceosssoccccscsssscsscccesccsceldOsass 520,5 502.4 617.1 575.3 r564,3 561.4
Nonpaper millSseecoccceoccosssscossossssecssscsscssedOesce 100,2 105.4 105.4 100.0 i00.6 i01.8

All paper and board mills, production:

Paper and board, totaleeccccccccscssscocsssnssscosseeelOooss r2,599 r2,763 2,358 2,672 r2,432 2,623
PapericsecescsssccsssceocccosccoossssccscsconcseccaseedOosos ri, 131 r1,205 1,091 1,217 I, 104 1,183
PaperboardececocsessccoccscssoscsscscescssssccssocselOescs r1,200 ri,254 1,071 1,211 r1,090 1,193
Wet-machine board.cccecccccecccsossssnscessssccsscsesdOoees 12 13 12 13 12 13
Construction paper and board...seccecse0000000000000d0sass 256 290 184 234 r226 235

r/ Revised. 1/ Shipments of iron ore from upper lake ports in April 1957 totaled 3,987,000 long tons (in April 1956, 5,674,000 long tons),

/ Total for January-March,
38 353
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