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2 WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS'

1956 1957
ITEM
Mar, 17 Mar . 24 Mar. 2 Mar, 9 Mar, 16 Mar. 23
Commodity prices, wholesale:
All commoditieSeeececececscsssssesonrsessssaes 947-49=100,, *¥112.8 | covceaneee 116.8 116.9 116.9
Farm productSeseses tesececscanscsssesseceselOsias '#86,6 88.5 88.7 88,9
Foods, ProcessedeeeeccseesscscssccescccccccsascsessdOuses *99,2 103,5 103.7 103.9
All OThericiieccessssecescesccenscacsessaacsssassaelOceee |eoenasnnas #1210 | ceeevecnss 125,3 125.4 125.3
22 commodities 2/ceeecances 89.4 90,1 88.0 88.6 88.8 88.8
Department store sales...e... 105 112 99 98 107 | seeensenes
Insured unemployment, total.ceeeecescccceacsessasasasssthous,, 1,594 1,551 1,829 1,779 | ceevevecnce | secessnesne

State programs...eeccececeeascsssscsesscecesescossseeedOncas 1,460 1,422 1,684 1,643 | coesececes | oseccesnse
Finance:

Currency in circulation 3/.eeceescecescccccssemil, of dol.. 30,276 30,264 30,543 30,565 30,609 30,589

Federa! Reserve bank credit outstanding, tota! 3/....do.... 25,308 25,754 24,813 24,87! 24,791 25,158

Member bank reserve balances 3/...ccececcceecce-coseelOuesns 18,691 19,204 18,683 18,721 18,654 19,204
Excess reserves, estimated 3/..ccceeeccceccascccasedooes. 509 617 425 428 427 602

Federal Reserve reporting member banks in leading cities:4/

Demand deposits, adjustedecsceccceveccanccsemil, of dol,, 57,603 56,500 56,370 55,791 56,905 | cecevecace
Time deposits, except U, S. Government..eeseeecsocesdOesss 21,597 21,595 22,621 22,735 22,929 | ceececceen
Loans and investments (adjusted), total.eceecceccesdOuess 85,349 86,489 85,038 84,975 85,653 | eeevecceoe

U, S, Government obligationS.ieeesceccessessccseelOuees 28,431 28,654 25,723 25,532 25,676

Commercial, industrial, and agr. loans (gross)...doee.. 27,077 27,741 30,314 30,444 30,844

Real-estate 1oans (gross)..cececcccovesvecsccoccseelOessns 8,287 8,320 8,762 8,736 8,740 | veeeecccce

Failures, industrial and commercial.cecececcsccecessonNUmber,. 300 208 284 327 301 318

Bond yields, domestic corporate (Moody's) 3/......percent.. 3.29 3.31 3,98 3.97 3,97 3,97

Stock prices, 500 stocks (Stand, & Poor's) 4/.,1941-43=10., 47,53 48,23 43.4) 44,33 44,04 44,10
Industrials, 425 StOCKSeeesscscssescsssccscscsssseelOeccs 50.58 51,47 46,05 47,17 46.88 46,99

Production:

Bituminous coal 3/.cecceceeccossssessthous, of short tons.. 1,544 1,660 1,610 1,617 1,697 | eevevencee

Electric power, by utilities..ecseseceoeseeomil, of kw,=hr,. 11,202 1,134 11,791 11,867 11,650 | viveeocene

Passenger cars and trucks (Ward's),.....seeseeeseesnumber., 154,946 154,977 162, 105 158,996 161,904 163,656

Petroleum (crude) and condensate 3/........sthous, of bbl.. 7,153 7,163 7,519 7,813 7,799 ceeccenses

S1€e1 5/ceccevescescssscscccssssessssthous, of short tons.. 2,477 2,449 2,456 2,411 2,401 2,392
Percent of capacity 5/ ceceecesessscsacassccscsasssae #100.6 #99,5 96,0 94,2 93.8 93.5

Freight carloadings, t0taleeccssscessecesasssothous, of cars.. 686 697 704 672 689 | teiieanees

MiSCe! 1aNeOUS.seesatosaascnccssssssscsssscssoassscsesdOnsss 367 365 365 347 356 | eeocsescee

A/ Data do not always cover calendar weeks. 2/ Tuesday prices,

3/ Daily averaga.

4/ Wednesday

Week beginning March 25, 1957: Production, 2,354 thous. short tons; operating rate, 92,0 percent,
comparable with 1957 rates, which are based on higher capacity,

MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS

data; S&P's index on revised basis, 5/
*Monthly index for March 1956, #Not

1956 1957
ITEM
January February November December January February
COMMODITY PRICES

Consumer price index, all itemS.cc.iececcsscccess1947-49=100,. 114.6 114,6 117.8 118,0 118.2 1/118,7
104,1 104.6 107.0 107.0 106.4 106, |
FOOd,eeoseesoceaccssesassnceccosacsasasccnncssosassselOnsas 109.2 108.8 112.9 112,9 112.8 113.6
Dairy productS.ceececscscscsccscscesecsscscesccscealOeens 107.3 107.3 i, 13 1.2 .
112.6 113,3 115.8 117.4 116.,9 116.5
93,3 93,6 98.8 98,0 99,0 101.4
HOUSiINGeeetseaueesessasssecocccocsssscsccaccesasssseelOness 120.6 120,7 123,0 123,5 123.8 124,5
Gas and electricitV.sceccscscoscscessccssccccsssceelOssce 1nt.7 1,7 11,8 1120 12,3 112.4
HousefurnishingSeeecesscceeosessssceocccacsccssseeelOnaes 102.0 102.5 103.8 104,1 104,0 105.0
L3 PP « [« T 131.4 131.5 133,8 134,2 134,2 134,2
Medical care...cccess000000000000s00css00c00c0sssssoslOoces 130,7 130.9 134,5 34,7 135,3 135.5
Personal Car€.ceecessseescsscncssscscscncssscasssscesesdOseee 118.5 118.9 121.4 121.8 122, 1 122.6
Reading and recreation.cseesecescscccscascsccesascssaldOnase 107.3 107.5 109.0 109.3 109.9 110.0
Transportation.ceceeccssscssccscccceccscassscsscsseeelOiaee 126.8 126,9 133,2 133, 1 133.6 134,4
Private,cececsssscccoceccocccscssscccsscccscscssssealOnacne 117.0 117.0 123.5 123.3 123.8 124.5
PUDliCeesesnececccocococcocssscssssocscscscsssscssealOncne 170.3 170.5 173,4 174,1 174.9 175.8
Other goods and ServicCeS..eceessssssscsccscscsassessesdOuees 120.8 120,9 123,2 123,3 123,8 124,0

Purchasing power of the dollar as measured by--
Wholesale priceS.eescssececccscscsssssscscscocscsssasdOeesse 89.4 89.0 86.3 86.0 85,5 2/85.5
Consumer priceS.... 87.3 87.3 84,9 84,7 84,6 2/84,2
Retail foOd PriceS.sesseccessssessessscesecsssscsscsslOuees 91.6 91.9 88.6 88,6 88.7 2/88.0

F INANCE
Federal Government finance:
Receipts, 10taleseesesssssoscecesccsssscssaseemil, of dol.. 4,915 7,158 5,705 5,898 5,279 7,486
Receipts, Net.eeesesecesscecsaseccsscsscccsassseelOueas 4,684 6,195 4,818 5,412 4,809 6,188
CUSTOMSeeseseseecesccceesssscescscsccssscscsscscesaasdOniee 59 57 63 59 64 53
Income and employment 1@XeS..eseeesccsccscoosascseslOnaan 3,727 5,959 4,478 4,570 3,903 6,313
Miscellaneous internal revenue,..cceecssseeciosscsedOneas 853 944 1,014 894 978 963
All other receiptSiececcececscecacasces 275 198 - 150 374 333 157
5,274 4,950 5,726 5,718 6,095 5,743
Interest on public debtesiseeseesrescesssssascecescedOsane 625 553 580 631 651 585
Veterans' services and benefits..icceececccccscesesedOecee 401 398 pai2 p4io p4i5 p4l8
Major national SECUritYeseeeeeceececceccscssonsceeedOeees 3,005 3,214 p3,536 p3,571 p3,755 p3,587
All other expenditures..iceccecessccctssescsscnscaadOacae 1,243 786 pl, 199 pl, 106 pl,274 pl,152
Digitized for FRASeyised. p/ Preiiminary. L/ index based on i935-359=i100 is {$8,5. 2/ indexes based on 1935-39=100 are as follows: Measursd by—-
htu)Jﬁraser.g@gﬁgﬁ%{fcﬁﬁ,ces' 44,7; consumer prices, 50.4; retail food, 43.6.
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued

r/ Revised, 1/ Represents synthetic only; comparable figure

for December 1956 is 48,153,000 pounds,

19
ITEM 55 1956 1957
December January October November December January
FINANCE - Continued
Life insurance (institute of Life insurance):
Assets, total, all U.S. life insurance companies

mil, of dol.. r90,267 90,842 94,869 95,274 95,819 96,316

Bonds (book value), domestic and foreign, total.....do.... ra7,687 47,967 48,970 48,983 49,058 49,324
Us Se Government..eeeeesesscccecscsscscscacsessscsedOuans r8,545 8,393 7,850 7,749 7,532 7,588
State, county, municipal (U. Si)eccececsceesessccelOiaes 1,998 2,125 2,218 2,229 2,237 2,244
Public utility (Us Sedececescccances 13,533 13,579 13,914 13,963 13,997 14,030
Railroad (U, Se)evessescscesecsccssessnnce 3,847 3,840 3,845 3,842 3,839 3,838
tndustrial and miscellaneous (U.s Se)eeecsssccssesedOuees ri17,290 17,522 18,537 18,581 18,807 18,951
Stocks (book value), domestic and foreign, total....do.... r2,921 2,930 2,962 2,970 2,906 2,921
Preferred (U. Sc)ececccccccccccscssccccssssccssessdOanee ri,719 1,719 1,700 1,701 1,634 1,632
Common (Ue SedeeccesscessessccosssscescsscessescesslOoane ri,191 1,199 1,247 1,254 1,257 1,273
Mortgage loans, totaleceseccceccssceosassacescsseceslOoens r29,425 29,800 32,399 32,709 33,017 33,279
NONfarmeceeeesoscceesssreacacoocsassansnessnscnsesdOncce r27,161 27,526 29,938 30,243 30,546 30,810
Rea!l estatesieeescsceescecssccecscscacassocscassesaeelOnsas 2,557 2,568 2,778 2,813 2,809 2,841
Policy loans and premium NOteS..secessacesvecssseeealOnnss r3,294 3,307 3,461 3,483 3,503 3,523
{07 -1 Y « [« I ri,255 1,167 1,093 1,109 1,273 1,141
Other assetS.eescececcsscccnse cevessessaseasslOiias r3,128 3,103 3,206 3,207 3,253 3,287

Payments to policyholders and beneficiaries, estimated
1012l eeeteeassassasessascscscsccsscnsssssasmil. of dol.. 555.7 522.8 516.6 473,1 590,9 595.9
Death benefitS.ueeacessceescssocsccsccsscscsascscocelOeasns 209.2 204,9 223.2 1975 209.0 236.9
Matured endowmentSe.eeeeeeseces PR « TN 56.9 59.3 57.7 56,3 63,7 66,5
Disability paymentS.eesieecaces cesessseadOsaan 9.5 10,2 9.9 9.1 8.9 10.9
Annuity paymentS..ieesecescccccscnsessasssscsssesessdOaans 38.2 54.4 45,5 44,1 8.1 61.5
SUrrender ValueS.sseessscsssssccecssescossasccsesceelOiees 78.8 76.9 95.8 86.0 94,9 98.0
Policy dividendSseesessesceossssosasssccessssscaseeslOians 163.0 117.1 84,5 80. 1 176.3 122.1
Stocks, cash dividend payments publicly reported:

Total dividend paymentsS.seeceeescesosscscscessssccssssalOeees 2,418.7 808,7 749.8 314.4 2,217.4 801.5
FiNaANCeesssssscsveesasescsonssesssssensssscssssceceelOures 265.8 164.5 142.6 79.7 267.7 168.5
ManufacturingeecosssecessccssssssscoscssssncssescssedOeses 1,547.0 269.5 269.6 127.6 1,372.9 268.9
MiniNgeeeceeesssooceaseoscsssssoscossoscconcsssssesaslOecas 230.5 9.7 9.5 6.4 217.0 8.5
Public utilities:

CoOmMUN i CATiONS.eeeeessesscecsesssssossssssscsceceseslOeans 42,14 136.5 140.5 1.2 45.2 141,32
Electric and gaS.esesscecessvecessscerscsccscscaselOoane 126.4 87.0 96. 1 78.0 130.3 90,7
RATIr0adeseesessssvsossssesssssccsssscnssssccssnssselOaens 117.4 40,1 19.3 3.4 91.5 37.8
Tradesssesee’sosesnssssecscacsoscssscassscocssssoseseslOeees 51.3 91.5 61.9 10.7 55.8 77.3
Miscel laneousS.csesveasesssscsssssssascssccssscssessedOiaas 38.2 9.9 10.3 7.4 26,9 8.5
CHEMICALS AND ALLIED PRODUCTS
Organic chemicals, production:

Acetic acid (synthetic and natural)..eeeeeeo..thous, of Ib,. 47,771 49,619 49,343 46,853 49,737 1/52,006

Acetic anhydride,..ceceececcsccsssncessssssccsssscsceedOssss 80,027 77,404 70,277 75,122 90,378 85,428

Acetylsalicylic acid (3Spirin)eecsscesccsccassescscseedOicens 1,606 1,225 1,356 1,488 1,618 1,491

Creosote Oileeessscesssesccesasssecassssssseathous, of gal.. 9,633 9,539 11,707 12,201 14,456 7,978

DDTeeeecssssessoncscosasccccasssessassssassssassthous, of Ib,., 10,991 11,592 10,949 10,641 11,201 10,878

Ethyl acetate (85%).vcecesceccscccccsccenssoccccsssssslOeaas 7,636 9,360 10,171 8,285 8,306 8,748

Ethylene glycol.ueeesrececsccscacsasceacaasoncscscoeesdOises 82,575 90,684 95,494 90,119 95, 181 93,089

Formaldehyde (37% HCHO)eeeeesoseocessvacnsoccesascsseelOnnss 107,479 11,691 119,056 116,914 107,918 109, 149

Methanol:

Natural (100%)eeceeeseacscscsessssesssssssothous, of gal,, 196 206 189 156 172] ceevevnnas

Synthetic (1008)eeeececavcccrsoeocescrcooasoscscsseelOnsas 19,675 19,020 .20,004 19,408 21,312 20,503

Phthalic anhydrideseseeseesscescssacsssessesssthous, of Ib., 29,749 30,522 27,002 25,041 27,093 25,561
Synthetic plastics and resin materials, production:

Cellulose acetate and mixed ester plastics:

Sheets, rods, and TubeS.ececvevseceessssesssthous, of Ib., 4,041 3,508 3,837 3,374 3,724 3,49]
Molding and extrusion materialS.ceecesseccescssscesedOuess 7,705 6,492 9,390 9,291 8,452 7,456

Nitrocellulose sheets, rods, and tubeS,.eeseseecesseseslOrens 428 519 396 365 317 377

Ottier cellulose plastiCSueessesesses-sascescsossacsesadOnaes 433 450 564 551 472 525

Phenolic and other tar acid resinS,.cieeesescessesessdo.on, 43,044 43,407 43.493 40, 145 35,206 41,373

POlYSTYren@, s ceeeeesncasossssncscssssscsosssssssssnss-00a0as 47,434 47,002 v, 789 44,467 41,794 43,507

Urea and melaming resinSec.cecesce 24,206 26,411 25,691 24,268 21,370 23,097

Vinyl resSinS.eeeeecesessescnsasessssssasasasssacassaselOnaes 61,285 66,890 67,176 65,900 67,870 67,056

AlKYd resinNSesceseecsesscossscsssscsscsracasscsscevessdOnans 35,689 32,409 35,383 34,509 27,874 34,948

Rosin modificationS.vesesnsssresccsssescscccsnsssceceedOoaes 10,617 10,823 10,908 11,553 10,024 10,848

Polyester resins...eieesescesevesscsocsccsesenasasnesdonaes 5,552 5,510 6,473 6,542 6,139 7,265

Polyethylene resins,.cieeescecssccsccsscsasscsoscnceselOuess 40,610 42,721 49,110 51,421 51,413 52,357

MiSCO! 1aNEOUS . s eiseesscnssessessssnsessonssnssasneessdOiuas 12,085 14,121 13,363 13,977 13,679 14,829

FOODSTUFFS
Tobacco, manufactured products;

Production, 1otaliceeceeccsccoceesceencaacaeasThous, ot Ib,, 13,194 15,567 17,801 15,346 11,558 15,917
Chewing, plug, and tWisSTesssssceceascscsosossascasesdOuis, 5,347 6,509 6,964 6,331 4,864 6,539
SMOK iNQuesesasoesesasssssosscecscssssscsassssssesseelOias, 4,747 5,704 7,205 5,970 4,246 6,031
SNUFfueeeescaasoncsosasanssesssssascsenssassccsassseedOeas, 3,100 3,354 3,632 3,045 2,448 3,347

Consumption (withdrawals):

Cigarettes, small:
TaXTr€8uareeessssssncsosssssssnnsnnsssnsaassslillions,, 2,570 2,091 2,674 2,585 2,572 2,714
TaX=PBIduc.ssoessoncsscsccnsorsnsnanassnanrsasncesdOuens 27,357 32,871 37,193 33,585 25,070 35,982
Cigars, tax=paidiceecescesesecsecessssaansssassthousands,, 432,028 453,272 549,541 632,063 364.509 437,127
Manufactured tobacco and snuff, tax-paid,...thous. of Ib., 13,115 15,298 17,245 14,949 11,709 15,472
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4 MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued

1956 1957
ITEM
January February November December January February
LEATHER AND PRODUCTS
Leather production:

Calf and Who!e KiPascessssscccesscscsssssssThous, of skins,, 874 802 737 722 872 | cocecceves

Cattle hide and side kipu..eoe....thous, of hides and kips.. 2,202 2,305 2,193 ri,987 2,250 | sesscesces

Goat and kid.cecocsoccssssscscsscsssscsssssThous, of skins,, 2,251 2,377 1,820 1,663 2,064 | coveenvone

Sheep and 1ambececccoccoccsosssonccsssssasccossscsoseedOsass 2,212 2,535 2,113 1,766 2,038 | ceosccease

METALS AND MANUFACTURES
Pig iron, productione.ccesssssccsssccsss.Thous, of short tons,, 7,050 6,603 7,036 7,335 7,282 6,658
Furnaces, industrial, new orders, net:
Electric processing.scececcscccsccssssssassssthous, of dol,, 2,102 1,768 1,587 2,095 2,062 4,441
Fuel-fired (except for hot rolling steel)ececoccocsceedOeane 6,189 9,770 1,767 2,943 4,581 3,429
Machine tools (metal-cutting):

New orders (net), totaleeecocscscecascosnsososssmile Of dol,, 109.55 81,30 64,25 57,20 r63.,25 p58.15
DOMEStiCecconsccnsaacccsosoncascoccoscsccsscosssssesdOiass 96.70 72,35 58,70 51,90 r56,30 p51.00

Shipments, totaloccecoscscosnsscosscecsccsoscosssscocedusas 54,60 64,60 81,70 85,15 r76,55 p78.10
DOMESTiC,ues0ce0cc0sassnsacssasscsoscsssscsaasesssosadOeuys 49.40 58,70 73,60 75,05 ré67,55 p72.40

Estimated backl0gssocsasosccsoccocscosasssassssscsssMonths,, 8.4 8.5 6,7 6.2 r6.0 p5.8

PULP, PAPER, AMD PRINTING
Wood pulp:

Production, total, all grades.........thous, of short tons,. 1,890,9 1,813,6 1,856,5 rl,672,6 1,902.9 | ceeossccos
Dissolving and special 2lph@ssescseceescsssscsscsecedOoscs 82.8 88.4 81,7 r72.8 82,2 | cevencscso
Sulfateesccososccccoscassacoss ev0000ce0elOcass 1,019.7 989,2 1,032,0 r920.0 1,061.0 | . woss
Sulfite,,o00. 241,5 222.7 215.9 r200,8 227.3 cocccccsce
Groundwood,seeessscesssecsonssosssesssssscosscosscssaslOuons 246.1 240.8 255.4 r231.5 2626 | seieosencs
Defibrated or explodedecececocscesccscseccssssccssosslOeoss 106, | 97.3 89,4 r78.0 90,1 sesssesses
Soda, semichem,, screenings, damaged, €tC.cescceseeed0cess 194.8 175.3 182, 1 rl69.4 179.8 eeecosscce

Stocks, end of month, total, all mills...eeiiuevereanedoness 775\ 785.9 934.4 r9i2,0 884,7
Pulp millScoesccsocsoocsosccsncasoccscsssscssscssoesalOuccs 156, 1 165,2 219.5 r189,5 20848 | sscvesccocs
Paper and board MillS.eesecacoceococscscossssssssceedOsans 518,3 520.5 610.6 rél17,1 576,0
Nonpaper millS.ceoessaceccccacace P Y« [« A 100,7 100,2 104,3 105.4 100,0 | cocoessses

All paper and board mills, production:

Paper and board, totaleceecececoescesocccsscsncsoscssadOoses | r2,658.9 2,597.9 2,590,6 r2,358,4 2,66646 | seececsscs
PaPeressescescsccsososessecnscscscssnsssccsssssssaseldOicos ri,161,2 1,132,0 1,174,3 r1,091.3 1,217,2
Paperboard....eeeeseseesssscsssccosscscscssssscsocesdOoace ri,235,6 1,197.8 1,179.3 r1,071.3 1,206.8
Wet-machine boardicecsscocescosscoscoscsssscscscocselOeess 1.6 1.9 13,6 1.7 12,7
Construction paper and board....cecceseesccossccccseelOuscs 250.6 256,2 223,4 riga,t 229,9

TEXTILE PRODUCTS s
Cotton: 1/
ConsuMPT 1ON.ceseacsscsssccvassscssssscsscssnsesscossebdles,, 750,282 760,017 880,549 631,507 840,567 684,366
Manufactures:
Spindle activity (cotton system spindles):
Active spindles, last working day, total,....thousands,. 20,998 r20,984 20,289 20,237 20,231 20,161
Consuming 100 percent cottONeeececocsescsascceeesdOeans 19,399 19,428 18,786 18,736 18,725 18,639
Spindle hours operated, all fibers, total,..mil, of hr., 10,311 r10,355 11,952 8,681 ri1i,599 9,411
Average per Working daYeeceoseecevsssssccesesessl0asns 516 r518 478 434 rdé4 471
Consuming 100 percent cottOnccesscssccsscsossessesdOeens | 9,577 9,633 11,145 8,062 10,790 8,749
Rayon and acetate:

Production:

Filament Yarn..eeeseoccescscassescoseascsscssseile Of Iby, 76.3 68.9 61,1 61.0 69.8 61,3
Staple (InCl. TOW)eeeeesasnassssosssnsssaccssscneesedOuess 36,2 35.9 34,1 35.0 37.7 31.9

Stocks, producers', end of month, totalsceeesccsosscsedOuiass 83,2 82.3 106,3 107.5 104,6 105.6
FilamenT yarn.cecececsscccesccocsssscsssseseccscssaslOeese 49.0 46,1 62,2 62,2 58.2 59.2
Staple (IinCl. TOW)iievevecsoococcsavoscsscasaseasoealOnans 34.2 36,2 44,1 45,3 46,4 46.4

r/ Revised, p/ Preliminary. 1/ Data for November {956 and January 1957 cover 5 weeks; other months, 4 weeks.
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