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2 WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS'
1956 1957
I TEM
Jan. 14 Jan. 21 Dec, 29 Jan, 5 Jan, 12 Jan. |19
Commodity prices, wholesale:
All commodities..eeeesesesesoescocrcoscssoneeel947-49210000 | ceveveennn 11149 | ceeeconsee 116.3 116,3 116.6
Farm products...ceceereeeesicascecccescoseccscecesedOuee | cocecvcnes b2 I 88,5 88,2 89.0
FOOdS, ProcessedeccieueeieeessscecsccscesseeeccaseslOnune | covecnnnns 98,3 | Livevuunnn 103,7 103.5 104, 1
All other,..,.... ceseveccssscssceccsscccscelOiecs | cercecsnnn- #1204 | ceveeneoes 124,6 1247 124,.9
22 commodities 2/, Y. | T 89.8 88.3 #%92,6 ##92.5 92.0 92.3
Department store sales.................................do.... 104 98 112! 93 107 | cecceccnne
Insured unemployment, total.....eceeeeesecereccccssssathous,, 1,578 1,613 1,564 1,828 | cieecveeee | cevceceses

State pPrograms....eeeeecececccccccsssccsccccsecceseeslOoees 1,441 1,473 1,450 1,702 | seeceseces esescrcese
Finance:

Currency in circulation 3/....cccccccvececess.mil, of dol.. 30,914 30,632 31,992 31,829 31,479 31,108

Federal Reserve bank credit outstanding, total 3/....do.... 26,375 25,872 27,842 27,524 26,809 25,954

Member bank reserve balances 3/....cceceeeeeeccccceeelOnen. 19,453 19,136 19,790 19,856 19,701 19,300
Excess reserves, estimated 3/...cceeeececnccccssecedOoees 728 593 711 761 739 525

Federal Reserve reporting member banks in leading cities:4/

Demand deposits, adjusted....cceecaeesccec..mil, of dol.. 58,421 58,572 58,214 57,629 57,770 | cevecocces
Time deposits, except U. S. Government......ccce...d0.... 21,583 21,544 22,06 22,088 22,204 | 4eeececnee
Loans and investments (adjusted), total............do.... 85,710 85,467 87,925 87,634 86,198 | veecescoes
U. S. Government obligationS..eeecececcesscccecesdOoess 29,686 29,509 26,654 26,774 26,272 | veeesccace
Commercial, industrial, and agr. loans (gross)...do.... 26,426 26,322 31,313 31,137 30,759 | cececccses
Real-estate 102nS (GroSs)....eeeeccecccosccosessslOuoes 8,127 8,150 8,852 8,839 8,822 | tieeennnen

Failures, industrial and commerciatlececeesecesesss . number,, 245 269 174 222 256 278

Bond yields, domestic corporate (Moody's) 3/......percent,. 3,32 3,30 4,02 4,06 4,06 4,05

Stock prices, 480 stocks (Stand.& Poor's) 4/..1935-39=i00,. 323.8 321,3 340.9 339,9 339,7 334,0
Industrials, 420 StOCKS...veecvccoaveccsscassscaceedOoocs 372.8 369.7 399.3 397.3 395.5 388, |

Production:

Bituminous coal 3/..cveveeevsccneas..Thous, of short tons.. 1,773 1,757 1,020 1,483 1,727 | ceveocenne

Electric power, by utilities,sesececesscssomil, of kw,=hr,, 11,594 11,521 11,196 11,671 12,327 cessvcceee

Passenger cars and trucks (Ward's)... eessessosnumber,., 174,742 169,289 112,082 102,217 167,451 169, 128

Petroleum (crude) and condensate 3/......e..Thous, of bbi., 7,014 7,045 7,392 7,417 7,396 cceescccee

STl 5/uececececcocccccassasesssanssthous, of short tons.. 2,428 2,437 2,322 2,490 2,519 2,467
Percent of CaOpPACITY 5/cevceeccesccrsarcccccscsscsssscanvene #98.6 #99.0 #94.3 97.3 98.4 96.4

Freight carloadings, total.cc.eccveeeneces...thous, of cars.. 710 699 488 562 68l | ceccocnces

MisSCe | |aneOUS,cceeessecessevsssocacoscsssvcccsscscneslOnaans 364 359 268 299 349 | ceeccccene

1/ Data do not always cover calendar weeks.

2/ Tuesday prices,

3/ Daily average,

4/ Wednesday data,

5/ Week beginning January 21,

1957: Production, 2,496 thous, short tons; operating rate, 97.5 percent. * Monthly index for January 1956, #** Wednesday price, # Not
comparable with 1957 rates, which are based on higher capacity,
MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS
1955 1956
I TEM
November December September October November December
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS
Industrial production (FRB):
Unadjusted, combined indeXe.eeseecessceseececssel947-49=100,, 145 142 146 150 rla7 plaa
ManufactureSecesecceccccocescocssscesccsseccscscseeelOoees 148 143 147 152 ri49 pla6
Durable manufactureS..eceeescescscccsescescsscasedOeaee 163 16l 162 riés ri67 pl66
Primary metalSeccecceesccassccssccscescesscceaslOeaae 149 147 145 149 ri47 pl4aé
Metal fabricating (including ordnance)..eeeceeedOuess 174 173 172 ri8o risi pi8i
Fabricated metal productS.cecescescccccceseeesdOecas 139 137 143 145 ri3s pi37
MBChineryeeeseosececsceoscsecceccscccecscsseeedOeece 164 164 176 18l rl77 pl75
Transportation equipmentecceccececces 216 214 ri80 r202 r219 p223
Instruments and related productSesececcesceeedOace 159 161 172 174 ri74 pl74
Furniture and fixtureSeccscesccccccccacccscceeedOeeee 128 128 125 127 ri22 pl25
Lumber and produCtSesececscescccesscscccccccseedOonee 124 13 133 130 rii7 plos
Stone, clay, and glass productsS.ececcscsccsceceedOeess 157 153 157 165 ri60 p157
Miscellaneous manufactureS..cseeesscccsscccscesdOocee 152 149 150 ri54 150 pl4é
Nondurable manufactureS,seeeeeccccccsssscccccsseedOcece 132 125 ri34 ri37 ri32 pl26
Printing and publishingesececeseccccccsccoscesesdOoss 135 130 ri39 ri45 144 |ceeacenoee
Petroleum and coal produCtSeeccecccessccscsscceedOecee 140 141 145 140 ri4l plas
MineralSeeeesscecesecosscscsacssssscasscessscsssseslOeece 127 127 132 ri32 131 pl28
COBloaansssscccocesssssssccccsesvcrcsssssccccccecslOeans 87 9l 9l 93 90 p83
Crude oil and natural gas...eeeececccccccsscecceedOeass 147 151 147 rl47 r 150 pl155
Adjusted, combined iNdeX..eeeseeessscccccscccccsssseslOencs 143 144 145 146 rl46 pla7
MaNUfaCtUreSeeecsccscsssscsssssssccsascsssscrcsccceslOnas 145 146 147 r148 ria7 pl4as
Durable manufactureSeceecceccscee cesces eedOgene 161 161 164 164 ri65 pl166
Primary metalSecesceceececscsscscccccssscccsssedOecee 149 150 148 147 ri47 pla9
Metal fabricating (including ordnance).ceeceeesdOesss 172 172 176 177 180 pisl
Fabricated metal productS.ecescccececcccscscesldOecse 139 138 142 142 ri3s pi38
MaChiNeryeeeeeeeccosecccscccscssecsoscscasseeldOeans ri63 ri6a 176 ri75 176 pl75
Transportation equipmentseeeseesccsscsocescsslOeses 212 212 198 r203 r216 p219
Instruments and related productSecececcecceecdOecse 158 159 172 ri72 ri72 pl73
Furniture and fixtureS,ceeeceesccocsccacssccceeldOeece 123 123 124 122 ri7 pl20
Lumber and produCtSeececccecccccscccesscccscsceelOecese 124 126 126 122 120 pl20
Stone, clay, and glass produCtSecececececsceceelOucae 156 154 154 157 ri59 pi59
Miscel laneous manufactures...ccccececccccsccsced0eccs 145 146 146 146 143 pla3
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued 3

1955 1956
ITEM
November December September October November December
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS - Continued
Industrial production (FRB) - Continued

Ad justed index - Continued

Manufactures - Continued
Nondurable manufactures,eeesecscsssescsess 1947-49=100,, 130 130 129 ri3l ri29 pi3l
Printing and publishingeesseeecscceccscsocseeeedOacce 130 128 ri38 ri4i 139 | cecsescces
Petroleum and coal productS.eececsscccccccccsesdOncas 139 141 143 139 140 plad
MineralS,ceeecscessscsscccssconessscscscorcscecsseelOeees 125 129 128 ri2s8 130 pi30
(7= . L T 80 87 87 85 83 p8O
Crude oil and natural gaS..seeececcsccosccesaccesdOiaas 147 151 147 ri47 ri50 pl55

Consumer durables output (FRB):

Unad justed index, t01al.ceeecssscessscccsscscscsossesedOocas 159 148 13 ri28 r140 pl39

Major consumer durabieS..eeeecesecsscsesssccsscescacelOnace 177 165 1 133 ris52 pl51
AUTOS,eassscssccssssssossosscesccsssssscccssssseselOeece 212 193 59 105 164 p177
M2 jor household goods,.. eeesseslOsien 150 142 159 159 142 pl3l

Other consumer durableS,..ecececscccccscesscscssrceedOocce 17 (RN 118 rlis rlla pli0

Adjusted index, TOT@leeecsssesecscssassasscsccsscsseelOeece 151 ris0 129 ri2s riz2 pi37

Major consumer durables,.. PP . [ JPP 167 r165 135 130 ri4l plas
AUTOSeeeessscaceccsescrssccscsrcsesscscsssccveceelOoces 196 187 19 17 148 pl62
Major household goOdSeseseeescecscessosssssccccceelOsase 143 ri48 151 143 136 pi36

Other consumer durableS...eeeseceescssscscescssccsseelOecns 14 14 115 ril2 rii2 pli3

Business incorporations:
New incorporations (48 States).eececceccccccsscccsonUmber,, 10, 157 11,539 9,583 11,546 9,749 10,788
Industrial and commercial failures:

Failures, t0taleseecsecssssocccscscccccscccccascaceasdOoeas 945 908 932 1,158 999 982
Commercial ServiCeisesessocssccescscssscccssccssseedosees 70 73 72 82 86 83
Constructionsecececesees 133 136 146 182 171 183
Manufacturing and mining 196 191 140 198 166 172
Retail $radeceseeveccesssssssscsssssssscccscssconsedOecee 462 404 489 584 482 472
Wholesale 1radeseeseeccscsssscseccccsssscsscsccceeslOoaes 84 104 85 12 94 72

Liabilities (current), totalecseccesceceassssthous, of dol.. 42,783 41,643 39,313 50,004 39,886 50,279
Commercial ServiCeeessssescesscassces 1,239 1,106 2,058 3,629 1,854 3,780
CoNSTruUCt iONeeeececssascssecccnscsscsscsccososccseedOeeee 9,744 7,341 7,840 1,145 11,099 8, 149
Manufacturing and MminNingeseseessccscscscccccccscecesdOoces 14,106 1i,554 9,539 i7,345 ii,7i4 21,785
Retail tradecececescceccace [P . [« TN 12,626 10,775 15,656 12,368 11,476 10,946
Wholesale 1radeeeecesssscsccscsccscssssssscsocsseeelOnane 5,068 10,867 4,220 5,517 3,743 5,619

CONSTRUCT1ON AND REAL ESTATE
Construction contracts awarded, 37 States (F.W.Dodge Corp.):

Total projectSeceessesesvecssccsssssscscccscscsssssssnNUmMbEr,, 54,856 50,551 53,757 48,669 42,865 30,378

Total valuatioNeeeceecsscescceccascesscscscsesemile Of dols. 1,797 1,921 2,025 1,706 1,689 1,576
BUilding, t018leceesscsccescsscssscascasccscosceseelOnece 1,388 1,438 1,540 1,332 1,354 1,074

Construction contract awards (F, R, indexes):

Total, unadjustedeeeessccccacccsssscsssscccces 947-49=100,, 244 244 254 237 r2i7 cosvescsee
Residential, unadjustedecececececoscssccscsccosesselOseee 243 233 251 224 r190 | eocececcee

Total, 2djuSTedesescassecesssrssasscaascsccscscssscselOeces 270 301 251 248 F242 | seevescone
Residential, adjustedeceesccccccscccosscssscssosacedOness 252 273 250 230 FI97 | eeeecesnes

Construction cost index:

E. H. Boeckh and Associates:

Apartments, hotels, and office buildings:

Brick and concret@eeececeecesssssle S. avg. 1926-29=100.. 269, | 270,11 280,8 281,0 281.4 281.9
Brick and steeleseseessscocsscosccscsccccsesccesslOnaae 265, | 266, | 276.7 276,9 277.3 277,7
Brick and WOOdessssseccocssssssscscscscscccassesedOuess 266,7 267.,3 277.0 277.0 277.3 277.4
Commercial and factory buildings:
Brick and concret@sesccccesccccccccsscccsscscosselOocae 276.8 278, 1 288.9 289,2 289,6 290,2
Brick and steel.ceesssscccccssccssccccscsccesssesedOiees 2744 275.3 288.6 288.8 289, 1 289.6
Brick and woodeeesssevecees ceseseeelOcses 265,2 265.7 275.9 276.,0 276.3 276.5
Frameseesesesceee eeedoL... 266,9 267,3 275.4 275.3 275,5 275.5
L3 T 1 A [ e 259.4 260,8 274.9 275.1 276.1 276.4
Residences:
BriCKeesosssssscesscsccssssssasssscssesccscscseeslOeene 267.4 268,0 277.4 277.4 277.6 277.8
FramoeseceesscocessssscssccescssssssssscsscessceselOeene 261.3 261.9 270,5 270.3 270.6 270,6
FOODSTUFFS
Beer:

ProductiONeseseccccccsccscscsssssscessscecsssthous, of bbl., 5,775 6,169 6,497 6,500 5,947 | cecescecee

Tax-paid WithdrawalS.eeeeessscosccccscsssssscsssscceedOoses ré, 130 6,296 6,424 r6,670 6,171 | eeeeocceee

Stocks, end of MONTheseceveesccscsccccccscsccscssceeedOeeee 9,427 8,896 10,344 9,753 9,135 | secesvesee

Livestock slaughter (Federally inspected):
CalVES,eseesocacssssssssssesscssscsssssssthous, of animals,, 700 633 661 872 763 605
1,662 1,617 1,617 1,959 1,807 1,686
6,857 7,324 4,979 6,347 6,559 5,698
Sheep and |aMbSeesesecscesscscccscssscsssrsccsccasessdOiess 1,162 1,155 1,167 1,439 1,139 1,062
METALS AND MANUFACTURES
Closures (for glass contalners), production........millions,, 1,412 1.347 1.368 1,685 1,436 | eeeesecsse
Aluminum shipments:

Mill products and pig and ingot (net)eececcsccsmil, of Ib,. 353,2 356.8 307.,7 r361.4 3156 | eoveccccee

Mill products, tOT2iceeeccecsccsesscccecscsscncscsedOeaes 245,5 243,6 217.4 r252,3 216.9 | coeesscene
Plate and she@t.cseesccccccscrvcssssccsscccssccaslOnens 137.1 138.4 17,4 ri36,5 114,6 | ceeecennee

Ol burners:
ShipMeNtSeececoecsosasscccecsssssssscsssrssssssasscNUMbEr,, 63, 186 43,308 97,746 r94,910 64,881 | coecececas
Stocks, end of MONtheeeeesscsosscescorcscccsssscccasedOesss 49,545 49,628 51,778 r48,903 50,162 | covececcee
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4 MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued

1956
ITEM 1955 - >
November December September October November December
METALS AMND MANUFACTURES - Continued
Stoves and ranges, domestic cooking, excluding electrical:

Shipments, TOT@loscccocccocscsoccsacccsccacecoscsoesAUMDEr e, 198,852 167,452 204,446 217,898 161,070 | ccc000ocoo
Coal and WO0UecoosososocccesosccoesososssososcscsoedOeoss 7,053 6,476 5,789 6,536 5,537 | oocseoccos
Gas (including bungalow and combination)cocsccescoclOesoes 183,531 152,914 190,984 202,850 149,675 | ccsocccoon
Kerosene, gasoline, and fuel 0ileccoocccoccocccscocoedBosas 8,268 8,062 7,673 8,512 5,858 | cos0cc0cne

Stoves, domestic heating, shipments, totalsccccsescsocsod0seos 303,546 137,615 347,688 383,582 242,322 | coesecccoo

Coal and WOOdseoccccccoccceccscssscscccssssoscssscssolOocas 47,447 18,373 58,212 63,483 30,905 | seccocccos

L Y | T 212,565 90,908 195,533 224,507 160,611 | coovccsscs

Kerosene, gasoline, and fuel OilecccosococcsscoscccoedOecon 43,534 28,334 93,943 95,592 50,806 | coscocccos

Warm-air furnaces, shipments, tota@leccecessccoocossccccoclOsoos 120,948 79,728 154,509 133,321 99,543 | co00cccsse

GBS .ccosescsoscccocscsessessssssssscscssssccacscscssslOocss 77,427 52,734 94,845 81,462 62,987 | cossccocce

Oiloce0c00c000s00000000000s000000000000sasscosssccssslOosos 37,202 23,623 51,638 45,118 32,303 | coecovccoe

Solid fuelcecoecosccsssoessssccecocescsoccocssccsccscedOonss 6,319 3,371 8,026 6,741 4,253 | socccccoscs

Hater heaters, gas, shipmentScccccoccccccceccosccsccooed0eoos 184,761 175,173 217,277 225,632 182,266 | cccooocccn
Foundry equipment (new), new orders, net
mo, avg. shipments, 1947-49=100, . i54,4 83,9 114,7 122.2 121,0 | so0ccsccoeo
RUBBER AND RUBBER PRODUCTS
Tires and tubes:

Pneumatic casings:

Productioncceccoccoccecsesscsssssososscacossssthousands,, 9,603 8,478 7,800 8,799 7,641 | cococccoos
Shipments, t0t2l.ecccscaccccacoscsecsccassssscssccelOnoan 8,045 7,515 6,952 7,776 7,518 | ocecccscss

Original equipmentecccccccsccsssccsccccsscsccsseelOssco 4,303 4,045 1,553 2,908 3,516 | so0sccssse
Stocks, end of MONThecescesecessocscscscsccosscsseedOosss 17,727 18,778 17,648 8,775 18,803 | ses0cc0soe

Inner tubes:

Production,eeecccescececacaccccsccosssascosssnssssslOaass 3,052 2,719 2,773 3,025 2,585 | ss00ecscso
i 2,875 2,686 2,717 2,877 2,792 | s00000scen
Stocks, end of MONtheccccceccssssssscascoscsscsssselOecco 6,734 6,833 6,056 6,469 6,250 | so0cecccos
TEXTILE PRODUCTS
Cotton: 1/
ConsumptioN.ecescccccocsoccscccnssssssssssscscsccscsbdi€S,, 741,555 r852, 135 822, 180 732,319 880,549 631,507
Manufactures:
Spindle activity (cotton system spindles):
Active spindles, iast working day, total,...thousands,. 20,904 20,988 20,308 20,343 20,289 20,237
Consuming 100 percent cottON ccececcssocececcsel0cens 19,352 19,440 18,780 18,839 18,786 18,736
Spindle hours operated, all fibers, total,.mil, of hr.. r10,156 11,848 i1,436 9,847 11,952 8,681
Average per WOrking daYe.eeceseescscssccscsscceelOeacs 508 474 457 492 r478 434
Consuming 100 percent cotton.cecsccccscccccceccacdOecas 9,393 10,992 10,678 9,162 11,145 8,062
TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT
Railway equipment, American Railway Car Institute:

Freight cars:

Shipments, t0tal.eecccascccccccscsccossescssscascnumber,, r3,832 3,814 3,458 5,666 6,740 7,260
Equipment manufacturers, total... 2,749 2,714 1,835 3,728 4,367 4,272
DomestiCececcsscccsascaccccce 2,331 2,696 1,821 3,728 4,322 4,272
Railroad shops, domestiCescsescecscssescsccocscsslOoase rl,083 1,100 1,623 1,938 2,373 2,988

Passenger cars, equipment manufacturers:

Orders unfilled, end of month, total,.ccccccsccccecd0ccas 399 860 715 706 791 842
DOMEStiCececccsccsccccscccsccsssscccscscccccsecsseslOoacs 390 851 700 684 679 724
Shipments, totaleeeccescccsscocecccsscsccsascscssecelOeas 38 39 46 26 5 9
DOMEStiCeceooosascocsosscssosscocccssccsocsaseeselOoene 38 39 42 25 5 5

r/ Revised, 1/ Data for December 1955 and September and November 1956 cover 5 weeks; other months, 4 weeks,
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