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2 WEEKLY BUSINESS

STATISTICS !

1955 1956 1957
ITEM
: Dec, 3! Jan, 7 Dec. 15 Dec. 22 Dec. 29 Jan, 5
Commodity prices, wholesale:
All commoditieSeesessesccsscccasssssaccansaces 947-492100,, 3] ceeenenans 116,2 11641 116.3 116.4
Farm productSecceccecccee eeceeseelOuees #82,9 | cececccnce 88.5 87.6 88.4 88.4
FoOds, ProcessedesceccececsccccesssccsscccscacsasseslOeene #98,2 | cevecennse. 103, 1 102.8 103.3 103.6
All OthereeeeescecccecssccccesscsssscccssovscassaceeddOnens *119.8 | ceeenccnne: 124,6 124,7 124,7 124,7
22 commodities 2/ceeceeseccscscesassossssasassasssceadOeens 89.9 90,2 93,2 92,3 **92,6 #%92,5
Department store s21@ScccecscccescscssssccccscssascacceedOnees 88 94 260 265 12 | ceeosacnse
Insured unemp loyment, total,. 1,425 1,575 1,312 1,289 | seccccecee | tuvenennne

State ProgramS,cccccscessssccsscsencsocsscncccscssasceelOecae 1,303 1,441 1,206 1,186 ceeccsccce cescscccce
Finance:

Currency in circulation 3/..ccecececccccssassssmil, of dol.. 31,415 31,153 31,660 31,835 34,992 3¢,829

Federal Reserve bank credit outstanding, total! 3/,...do.... 27,420 26,936 26,633 27,2235 27,842 27,524

Member bank reserve balances 3/..ccecececcccccccceseslOeeas 19,487 19,464 19,220 19,535 19,790 19,856
Excess reserves, estimoted 3/.ceeeeessccccccssecceaelOnces 683 601 520 578 711 76!

Federal Reserve reporting member banks in leading cities:4/

Demand deposits, adjusted.eecececcccccccnscsoMil, Of dol,., 58,882 58,384 58,266 58, 148 58,231 esesscscee
Time deposits, except U, S. Government....cccoecoeeed0ceee 21,661 21,639 21,871 21,956 22,068 | .ecccscoce
Loans and investments (adjusted), total.cecoeecceccedOuess 86,736 86,513 86,473 87,704 87,917

Us. S, Government obligationSeeececcccccsccscosseesdOeese 30, 122 29,957 25,884 26,578 26,657

Commercial, industrial, and agr, loans (gross)...do.... 26,673 26,643 30,811 31,266 31,309

Real~estate 102nS (gross)eecececscccccscocsccsscesdOsens 8,147 8,135 8,856 8,865 8,852 | cececsccse

Failures, industrial and commerci@leecececcceecseses NUMber,, 174 198 249 214 174 222

Bond yields, domestic corporate (Méody's) 3/......percent,. 3,34 3,33 3,97 4,00 4,02 4,06

Stock prices, 480 stocks (Stand.& Poor's) 4/..1935-39=100, . 327.3 326,7 337,7 339.9 340,9 339,9
Industrials, 420 STOCKS.cceceoovoocsosssasosearenssealOsone 377.4 376,9 395,2 398,0 399,3 397,3

Production:

Bituminous coal _3_/.............,.....fhous. of short tons., 1,840 1,854 1,782 1,863 1,064 | cecececene

Electric power, by utilities.ceseececssccasmil, Of kwo=hr,. 10,751 11,057 12,220 12,227 11,196 | eceecocese

Passenger cars and trucks (Ward's)ocececcseseesees nUmber,., 118,727 144,348 i82,548 177,735 112,082 101,508

Petroleum (crude) and condensate 3/,.e......thous, of bbl,, 6,987 7,026 7,355 7,376 7,392 | eecvescces

S$t€01 5/ceccccsccecsccccscccnsesecssssthous, of short tons.. ##2,309 2,403 2,522 2,525 2,322 2,490
Percent of capacCity 5/cccccecssssscscccsccscccccccccccnne #95,7 97.6 102,4 102.6 9.3 #97.3

Freight carloadings, t0tal ' 6/cececcscccscssssthous, of cars.. 570 611 717 698 488 | coecccccce

Miscel |aNBoUS.ceesssesescessccssscscsssascossascccceslOnacs 297 316 367 354 268 | ceevenases

1/ Data do not always cover calendar weeks, 2/ Tuesday prices, 3/ Daily average.
1957: .Production, 2,517 thous. short tons; operating rate, 98.3 percent. 6/ Data for 1956 adjusted to revised classification of class |
railroads, * Monthly index for December 1955, #** Wednesday price, ## Correction: Steel production for week of December 17, 1955, should
read 2,421 thous, short tons (published incorrectly in Weekly Supplements for December 2| and 28, 1956), # Not comparable with other rates
shown; based on different capacity.

4/ Wednesday data, 5/ Week beginning January 7,

MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS

r/ Revised, 1/ includes data for "other industries" not shown.

1955 1956
ITEM
October November August September October November
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS
Personal income, by source, seasonally adj,, at annual rates:
Total personal iNCOMe.scescssccccscoesscscesssbil, Of dol,, 311,6 314,5 328, | 329.5 r332.,5 333.6
Wage and salary disbursements, total, 215,3 217.2 227, 228,5 r229,7 230,7
Commod i ty-producing industries.e... 93,3 04,2 98,3 99,1 rl100,6 101.2
Distributive industrieS.eceecccecsscccccccsoncceeldOoree 56,7 57.3 60,3 60.5 r60,2 60.4
Service industrieS..ceceeecccccsascecsssscocsceeslOoens 28.9 29,3 30.6 30.8 r30.9 3l
GOVernment.cceeccsceccscecsssescasccessscscccscccseldOeeee 36,4 36.4 37.9 38.1 r38,0 38.0
Other |8bor INCOM®scccccccccccscosessscssesscsscaceslOsess 7.2 7.2 7.3 7.3 7.4 7.4
Proprietors' and rental income.cece.e Y [ YPON 49, | 49,6 51.0 50,9 r52,3 52,0
Personal interest income and dividends, Y. [ TP, 27.9 28,1 29.8 30,0 30.2 30.4
Transfer payments...cccccccccsscccoscsscosccsevescelOacae 17.4 17,7 18.8 18,7 8.9 19.1
Léss personal contributions for social insurance,..do.... 5.3 5.3 5.9 5.9 6,0 6,0
Total nonagricultural INCOMe.cccececcecccscaccocesccaedOeees 296,9 299.4 312.8 314,4 r316.3 317.7
Manufacturers' sales:
Value (unadjusted), totalecescccaccocscccsscsemil, of dol,, 27,830 27,292 27,861 27,713 r30,200 28,913
Durab le-goods industries, total 1/. PR . TP 13,656 13,723 13,428 13,351 rl4,953 14,621
Primory metaleceeeecsccsscocscscsssscccsssccscsselOnees 2,369 2,390 1,927 2,321 r2,603 2,479
Fabricated metaleceeceeecocosccssscsccscacscssseedOoeee 1,548 1,381 1,547 1,513 ri,666 1,500
Machinery (including electrical)ecececccscecccececdOeeas 3,577 3,473 3,845 3,997 r4,292 4,039
Transportation equipment (incl, motor vehicles),.do.... 3,087 3,633 2,875 2,481 r3,049 3,755
Lumber and furniture@.cecececesccccssccccscccceesedOneese |,188 1,133 1,261 1,210 ri,198 | 1,052
Stone, clay, and glI8SS.cacesccccsceosscsacccccaeslOnees 738 668 802 728 r860 723
Nondurab le-goods industries, total |/.cceceeecccessdOeces 14,174 13,569 14,433 14,362 ri5,247 14,292
FOOd and beverage.c.ceceeecssecsossscsecsccccecsselOasse 4,352 4,084 4,353 4,536 r4,663 4,388
TODBCCOssioeesssvsessessscsccccesrssscssscscsaseelOeans 320 334 376 329 r366 353
TOXt i 1@ceeceesacccesscssssasrascscossesedescssesedOnees 1,246 1,221 1,176 1,212 ri,345 1,217
0edOsees 921 886 907 872 ros3 891
PO [ TP 2.040 1.919 2.074 2,079 r2,193 2,004
Petroleum and COBleceececsacasessessccsssacscassedOeeas 2,362 2,454 2,572 2,470 rz2,591 2,655
RUDD@recceoeosesssccesecscosccssscrccnsscsscccesedOaaas 483 443 449 425 | ccccvcecce | oosscerere
Value (adjusted), 10tBlecececeasecnnscccesccssccccsccdOasss 26,637 27,343 27,632 27,624 r28,294 28,808
Durable-goods industries, total l/ceeecececocccccssd0nass 13,261 13,721 13,665 13,692 ri4, 199 14,446
Primary metalececcceccccccccccsccae eeU0e0es 2,324 2,393 1,982 2,392 r2,529 2,511
Fabricated metal.ceececcecccsscccccrcesccsscacaeedOnees 1,382 1,395 1,446 1,427 ri,461 1,530
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued 3

1955 1956
ITEM
October November August September October November
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS - Continued
Manufacturers' sales, value (adjusted) - Continued
Durable-goods industries - Continued
Machinery (including electrical).cecesececssomil, of dol., 3,472 3,553 4,022 3,945 r4,115 4,165
Transportation equipment (incl, motor vehicles)..dos... 3,252 3,576 3,165 3,035 r3,181 3,431
Lumber and furnitur@..ececcececcccccsscccccccccsssdOeeas 1,131 I, 144 1,212 1,186 ri,079 1,063
Stone, clay, and glasS.ceeescscccccsscsccccccccsedOeese 665 655 723 668 r717 709
Nondurab le-goods industries, total 1/ceeceeccascccesdOaesns 13,376 13,622 13,967 13,932 ri4,095 14,362
Food and beverageeececececsccscsccsccscccsacccesceslOoses 4,104 4,047 4,251 4,378 r4,311 4,354
TODACCOssessevsesssecssssesasscscessccssnsccssscnceelOoasns 327 327 345 323 r342 350
i, 112 1,197 1,109 1,122 ri,140 1,183
877 886 898 863 r936 891
ChemicelecececeecceosesacscsascssscscccscsscasesslOesas 1,939 2,014 2,09 2,031 rz,081 2,106
Petroleum and Co2leceeescccoscoosccasccssscccsssedOeesns 2,339 2,479 2,572 2,520 r2,565 2,682
RuUbb@r.cceecectescscesecscesccsscceancscscacsassslOoees 447 482 436 429 | ceseeecece | sescccccce
Manufacturers' inventories, end of month:
Book value (unadjusted), totalecececccscecescccsacesedOnees 44,959 45,317 49,130 49,662 r50,404 50,931
Durable-gocds industries, total 1/.eeeeccssesccseesdOaaes 25,377 25,670 28,006 28,423 r29,098 25,433
Primary metalsceesccscossssessscccscccoccsceseeldOeace 3,512 3,600 3,835 3,975 r4,133 4,267
Fabricated metalecececcecocsceccsscccscccecscesdOseas 2,617 2,649 2,864 2,871 r2,886 2,900
Machinery (including electrical)eecesescccccsceedOeoas 8,093 8,232 9,580 9,677 r9,802 10,000
Transportation equipment (incl.motor vehicles).doe... 6,346 6,388 6,600 6,898 r7,331 7,375
Lumber and furnitur€.ccecceccsccessccssccccsseelOecee 1,806 1,806 1,841 1,786 1,784 I,720
Stone, clay, 2nd gl@SSececccsssccccessasscssaselOnaas 900 901 1,028 088 ro78 1,005
By stages of fabrication:
Purchosed mater idlSeeecescccccsscessscessbils of dols. 7.1 7.1 7.8 7.9 8.1 8.2
GOOdS iN ProCESSeceeesccsccssscsscscssscsscssselOnane rl0.4 10.6 11,5 1.9 12,2 12,2
Finished goodSeecescscssscessascassscssssscassedOesae 7.8 8.0 8.6 8.6 rg.8 9.0
Nondurab le-qoods industries, total 1/.......mil, of dol.. 19,582 19,647 21,124 21,239 r21,306 21,498
Food and beverage..cceececssssscscsacecssscsccselOnase 4,656 4,661 4,694 4,821 r4,892 5,032
TODBCCO,csrvasosscsscsscsccscscscsssoscncsscsceeslOeacns 1,777 1,797 1,763 1,801 ri,830 1,861
Textile@eoeseeesseeesocsecscccsscscscccscccsaseelOoene 2,349 2,377 2,606 2,573 r2,559 2,547
Paper... cesoe eeUOecse 1,028 1,031 1,217 1,215 ri,207 1,224
ChemiCalyeeeecseose eos eel00eaee 3,101 3,142 3,546 3,571 r3,636 3,670
Petroleum and COAleeccaccccesccassnssscsacascesldOsacns 2,880 2,823 2,096 3,164 r3,196 3,183
RUb el g ieeesscosccscsssscscccsscscssscssscssseslToosne c48 288 247 957 | eeccescess | seessccees
By stages of fabrication:
Purchased materialSececeseessssescssessabil, of dol,. r8.0 8.2 8.3 8.4 8.5 8.6
GOOdS iN ProCeSS.eessssssscscccsscsssassscsscesOnans 3.0 2,9 3.1 3,1 3.1 3.1
Finished gOOdSeeseecesascccssessessosscsscssesedOsans rg,6 8.5 9.7 9.8 9.7 9.8
Book value (adjusted), totalecececsecseseessaemil, of dol,. 45,356 45,669 49,535 50, 106 r50,815 51,292
Durable-goods industries, total 1/.... ceevedoo... 25,659 26,050 28,178 28,708 r29,408 29,857
Primary metaleceess ceeveseelOaeasn 3,426 3,491 3,809 3,892 r4,037 4,145
Fabricated metal.ceceecececcsccoacsser-csscseeslOenne 2,726 2,759 2,893 2,960 r3,006 3,021
Machinery (including electrical)ecececessaceasedOuces 8,240 8,397 9,684 9,814 r9,979 10,200
Transportation equipment (incl,motor vehicles).do.... 6,331 6,475 6,639 6,946 r’,308 7,468
Lumber and furnifure..ceeeeccecscsssscescsceceedOoeess 1,843 1,843 1,823 1,804 ri,820 1,755
Stone, clay, and glasS.eeececccsccscscssecceeeedOnans 947 948 1,049 1,019 ri,029 1,058
By stages of fabrication:
Purchased materidlSeeseeseescecccsscesesbile of dol,, 7.0 6.9 7.8 7.9 8.0 8.1
PR [ PP 10.5 10.8 1.6 1.9 12,2 12,5
eessscesdOsaas 8.2 8.3 8.7 8.9 r9.2 9.3
Nondurab |e-goods |ndus+r|es, total 1/eecessemil, of dol.. 19,697 19,619 21,357 21,398 r21,407 21,435
Food and beverageeeeeceesesessssssscccsscsssssslOnene 4,497 4,450 4,698 4,713 r4,696 4,786
TODACCO.aeesecoeesecssssosasssscaccsesscasccscelOnans 1,759 1,779 1,876 1,838 ri,812 1,842
TextileieseseeeosessosssscscncecccscscsccccacselOoeae 2,397 2,426 2,632 2,599 r2,6ll 2,599
PBPOrececesescescsssscasscssssccsssscsascccsseelOeace 1,049 1,041 1,255 1,227 ri,232 1,236
ChemiCal,ceseeecsseesscesssccscssscsassccsssceslOnecns 3,190 3,157 3,618 3,714 r3,740 3,687
Petroleum and COBleceeesescsvasessccccssacsoseslOaaas 2,824 2,768 3,065 3,133 r3,133 3,120
RUDDEr eeeeseceeeveeassssssccccscsssssscccessesalOeans 902 935 1,007 1,007 | ceececoces | covccccsee
By stages of fabrication:
Purchased materialSeiesccessssccssceeasssbil, of dol.. 8.0 8.1 8.6 8.5 8.5 8.5
GOOdS iN ProCESSecsssscessccccsssscsssssasssseelOeene 3.0 3.1 3.1 3.1 3.1 3.1
Finished goOdSeeescceceessssssasscsccacecseaceslOnans 8.7 8.4 9.6 2.8 9.8 9.8
Manufacturers' orders:
New orders, net (unadjusted), total,....cece.omil, of dol,, 28,213 27,726 29,240 28,134 r29,646 29,205
Durable-goods industries, 1otal 1/ceeecesescccceceedOeans 14,061 14,026 14,973 13,818 rl4,247 14,885
Primary metaleecececsccscesscvecccacscscccsnssceelOonans 2,302 2,613 2,322 2,039 r2,401 2,527
Fabricated metalecececcccsveocscecocaccces 1,540 1,412 1,481 1,639 ril,583 1,359
Machinery (including electrical)eeeccecccessseeeedOeans 3,882 3,682 4,045 4,080 r4,393 3,991
Transportation equipment (incl.motor vehicles).,.do.... 3,434 3,726 4,050 3,156 r2,774 4,281
Nondurab le-goods industries, totalececsccscacsccessdOsans 14,152 13,700 14,267 14,316 ri5,399 14,320
New orders, net (adjusted), totalececesecceccccoccceedOensce 27,466 28,315 29,099 28,072 r28,871 29,597
Durable-goods industries, total 1/.. [P« [« P 14,094 14,680 15, 166 14,266 ri4,591 15,324
Primary metalececceccacsovsccee eeeesdOsens 2,373 2,751 2,322 2,192 r2,475 2,660
Fabricated metaleceecceesccccscecscccccesccccsceelOosss 1,540 1,569 1,346 1,576 ri,583 1,510
Machinery (including electrical)eceeecececcceceeedOnens 3,929 4,006 4,195 4,200 r4,445 4,349
Transportation equipment (incl.motor vehicles)...do.... 3,434 3,653 4,402 3,394 r3,082 3,964
Ncr-durable-goods industries, t0taleceescecncescseeedOuans 13,372 13,635 13,933 13,806 ri4,280 14,273
Untilled orders, end of month (unadjusted), total....do.... 53,340 53,774 61,787 62,227 ré1,654 61,946
Durable-goods industries, total 1/eeeeescscscsceseedOuas 50,054 50,357 59,063 59,549 r58,824 59,088
Primary metalecececesecsccoscsorcscecsscacnccseeedOneae 6,619 6,842 7,981 7,699 r7,497 7,545
Fabricated metal.ceececececcccee 3,934 3,965 4,459 4,585 r4,502 4,361
Machinery (including electrical)ieeccecsscssecesedOoes 15,504 15,713 19,001 19,084 rl9,185 19,137
Transportation equipment (incl.,motor vehicles)...doees. 19,484 19,577 22,811 23,486 r23,211 23,737
Nondurab le-goods industries, 10taleecesccccccannaasdOnann 3,286 3,417 2,724 2,678 r2,830 2,858
nch ta for “orher industiriss” not shown,
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4 MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued

1955 1956
ITEM November December September October November December
COMMODITY PRICES
Prices received and paid by farmers:
Prices received, ali farm productSeccccvscscos910=14=100,, 224 222 236 234 234 237

CropSecccocecsoscooooosoosoosooseoescooosoooosssceallesso 224 226 234 232 239 240
Commercial vegetables, fresh marketoeevcoccecsecoscdCeess 231 217 178 203 264 277
Cotton.ooooocnocososccoccossccsooscsscosscosccsoslBsooe 274 264 275 270 270 262
Feed grains and h@Y¥eococccececsssssccssorcsossoeelOecss 164 170 196 178 182 185
Food grains,cscececcosccosssacosssssoocsscecoceselOeoss 220 221 222 225 232 234
FruitocesoscsscososooecessccsasesceoccosossosocoelOocns 194 208 233 232 218 216
0il=bearing CropS.eeccccsssssosscssoosscosccocssalfsoos 228 232 234 249 262 264
Potatoes §/ccesccoocoscoccnccsssccnsscascossososelBocoo 140 143 161 t41 154 158
TObBCCOs 00000000 s00000000000000000000800000000s0000c00a 438 455 455 453 443 461

Livestock and productSescecscsocccccocscsssscssosealBocone 224 212 238 236 230 234
Dairy productscecccoossscocosscnsossasaosncoooscslBasnoa 267 266 264 272 277 275
Meat animais..cocosoocncosscoassonccascosssoocnsolBocos 2i4 201 254 245 231 239
Poultry and €gg9ScecoccccsccococecscccsscasscooscselBoosa 194 204 172 i67 164 165

 WoOleooooosssncsaccssocconssccoosssscacosasoossnollescos 223 217 234 238 249 256

Prices paid:

All commodities and ServiceSccececncoasscssaccensoalBaoss 259 259 266 265 267 267
Family living i+emS.ccsooscososscoosccocscsccscsalBoosae 273 273 279 279 281 282
Production 11eMSccccescccscoscossscossssosssssoselbecos 244 243 252 250 252 251

Atll commod,,services,int,,Taxes, and wage raeteS,c.c00:00¢ 279 278 287 287 289 289

Parity ratioseoccccosccoosoocsssoscscooccassssssssosooslBosan 80 80 82 8z 81 8z
Retail price:
All commodities {U.S.Dept.of Commerce index},,!935=38=100,, 208,2 208, 213,14 213.4 213.9 | cocscossss
CONSTRUCTtON AND REAL ESTATE
New construction (unadjusted), total 2/scescsccamils of dol,, 3,702 3,258 r4,264 ré4,i33 r3,800 3,370
Private, totalcecocecooscoooscoscnoosocsossasssssscsnclOosos 2,663 2,435 r2,843 r2,766 r2, 666 2,472

Residential {(nonfarmeccocesccsocsscoscsssccscooosslBocsa 1,419 1,279 ri,415 ri,365 ri,313 1,202
New dwelling uniTSscocecscccscccscscscscsssnsoocolOeccs 1,280 i, 160 r1,240 ri,195 i, 145 1,060
Additions and 21TerationSeecsccoocosccocsocosoooslOonas 107 88 ri35 ri29 126 102

Nonresidential building, total 3/cocccoossacsosccsodBooos 715 679 788 793 794 768
fndustrialcoeccosccocccossoncosaosocosasossscoseodOsosno 224 223 276 274 271 270
CommercialooccoosocossoccssscocscoscoscccesssoooedOecoo 297 270 288 287 288 272

Farm constructioNecosssececcocsscsccssscscsssscssoclOoass 1 98 148 122 103 90

Public utiiityeoossocccooscossssssscosscsosscesncoolOooss 407 369 480 474 445 402

Public, tot@l.cessccsccssescscessossscsscsssssccoscoedOooss 1,039 823 ri,421 1,367 ri,i34 898

Nonresidential buildingescvcooococccecsososeoscosceelOeccs 321 286 r382 r373 r338 311

Military facilitieS,ccseoccocccosscocoscscsscscoscelOsoas 116 97 rl44 r 140 riig 108

HighWaYeeoeoscosecccssescoscsonssssosscossncsssvoselOonos 405 263 615 r575 ra420 250

New construction (seasonally adjusted), total 2/..ce00e80sase 3,601 3,580 r3,701 r3,665 r3,699 3,729
Private, t0ta8licecccasscsceacocccscocsssosscocacsssselCocae 2,551 2,519 r2,596 r2,551 r2,551 2,542

Residential (nonfarm).ceeeececososscosccesscscacsselOooss 1,342 1,322 ri,286 ri,241 ri,239 1,239

Nonresidential building, total 3/cceecsscccocvssasealdOease 678 665 750 752 755 748

Farm constructioNeesssocsscecsssscsocsesscsscsossscdOecss 131 131 123 122 121 120

Public utilitYeoesososceccoosssosces 389 389 425 423 424 423

PUBITC, 10taloeossccccccccocccossoosoccs eeeedOuoos 1,050 1,061 r1,105 ri, 114 ri,148 1,187
Nonresidential buildingeecsscecscecosocssoscscocsoslOsoss 337 321 348 r350 r357 350
HighWaYeo000ccescecscssccsosossssssnssssscscsscosselOoncs 403 432 r390 r390 r417 455

Construction cost index:
Department of Commerce COMPOSit@cecccosccosssa 947-49=100,. 126,5 126,6 132,5 132,5 132,6 | cococcoass

£/ Revised, 1/ includes sweetpotatoes and dry edible beans,
§gR¥§Y. 3/ Except farm and public utility,
5183
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