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2 WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS®

1955 1956
ITEM
Dec. 10 Dec. 17 Nov. 24 Dec. ! Dec. 8 Dec. 15
Commodity prices, wholesale:
All commoditieSeeceeeeesesceccsasnssssssnsnnsol947-49=100,. | cevvicane *111.3 ceveseses cecestens 116.0 116,2
Farm producCtSecceeccecsceccscsssscvssccacccsacaceasldOonas cesresnss *82,9 eessenese cesscsane 86,8 88.5
Foods, processedescceeccececscsccscscscscocascocscslOoaas veveceses *98,2 esecescas ceseccsee 103,2 103,
All OThere.ieeeeeeeeeeeecseacsonssacsacsssscscceveselOnacs eeecescns *119.8 secsssees 124,5 124.6
22 commodities 2/ceesces esesessscssesl0asas 89,6 89,2 93,8 93,5 93,2
Department store saleSe.cececocsssccsssccssssossssnscseslOoncs 235 255 196 225 | cosecssee
Insured unemployment, Tot@leceeeseevscesccscacscsseesethous., 1,138 I,181 1,217 eesovecse essrscene

State programs...eeeecssccecocacecssscassonsssscossealOnass 1,029 1,069 1,116 cesecsscs | csocccsse
Finance: )

Currency in circulation 3/..ciceeeeeccsnccessomil, of dol.. 31,070 31,244 31,355 3,450 3i,660

Federal Reserve bank credit outstanding, total 3/....do.... 26,274 26,428 26,374 26, 165 26,633

Member bank reserve balances 3/.cccececccccccccrsceaslOunns 18,869 18,950 19,375 19,068 19,220
Excess reserves, estimated 3/..coueeeeacececcascseclOuans 458 462 716 440 609

Federal Reserve reporting member banks in leading cities:4/

Demand deposits, adjustedeccecoccccssssscassMile Of dol., 57,256 58,558 55,900 56,632 56,745 | eeesnnee
Time deposits, except U, S. Government,...eceeeoo0e0000es 21,582 21,615 21,764 21,761 21,780 | cecescone
Loans and investments (adjusted), total,..cceeeeesedOnene 85,451 85,698 86,431 86,207 86,171 cesosesns
U, S. Government obligationS.eeececesccesosescocealOesas 29,559 29,559 26,254 26, 141 25,820 coesscese
Commercial, industrial, and agr, loans (gross)...do.... 26,117 26,317 30,449 30,407 30,480 | cieocsnns
Real-estate 10ans (GroSS)eueceecccscccscococsocselOnaas 8,156 8,156 8,860 8,855 8,848 coesesean

Failures, industrial and commercialeceeoceceecsesssnUmber,, 219 247 207 254 270 249

Bond yields, domestic corporate (Moody's) 3/......percent,. 3.32 3,34 3.92 3.95 3,96 3,97

Stock prices, 480 stocks (Stand.& Poor's) 4/..1935-39=100.. 327.7 324.9 328,5 326.8 339.9 337,7
Industrials, 420 STOCKSeeesovesossscsncasscasocnoaelOoons 377.4 374,1 382,5 380.3 398,.0 395.,2

Production:

Bituminous coal 3/.veeeeesceeccsessa.thous, of short tons.. 1,823 1,781 1,828 1,823 1,768 | cevccases

Electric power, by utilitieSeeoescescacaecsemMile Of kw,=hr,. 11,426 11,602 11,439 12,075 12,047 seacescee

Passenger cars and trucks (Ward's)..eceeeecscsssss nuUmber,, 206,279 196,422 136,245 185,038 191,667 186,316

Petroleum (crude) and condensate 3/.........thous, of bbl., 6,923 6,946 7,195 7,133 7,353 ccevsonas

Steel 5/ceveccssoccssssssscsscesssessthous, of short tons., 2,416 1,421 2,463 2,489 2,493 2,522
Percent of Capacity 5/cciesecessscncconscessscccsccccosnse #100, | #100,3 100, } 101.1 101,3 102.4

Freight carloadings, total 6/.ceeececescesss.Thous, of cars.. 722 715 651 752 738 | sesecensne

Misce |l laneouUS,.seeessssoseacscassssscsssssocsosrsosseselOesas 371 369 328 375 377 | ceoeseces

1/ Data do not always cover calendar weeks,
1956

railroads, * Monthiy index for December 955,

2/ Tuesday prices,
Production, 2,511 thous, short tons; operating rate, 102.0 percent,

3/ Daily average,

4/ Wednesday data,

MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS

5/ Week beginning December 17,
6/ Data for 1956 adjusted to revised classification of class |
# Not comparable with 1956 rates which are based on higher capacity.

1955 1956
ITEM
October November August September October November
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS
Industrial production (FRB):
Unad justed, combined indeXeeoeeesseseesaesasss |947-49=100,. 147 145 142 146 150 plag
Manufactures,.eeeeecsoccecssosscsccccsccssssccsosseelOaase 150 148 143 147 152 p 150
Durable manufactureSe.eceeeececccsscccccscosascsceelOeane 164 163 155 162 ri167 pl68
Primary metalSeieeeeeececocscscccccasesescssseelOoess 149 149 118 145 149 pl49
Metal fabricating (including ordnance)..ceeecesd0oese 173 174 168 172 rl79 pli82
Fabricated metal products..cccecesecccsccssesdoeses 145 139 135 143 ri45 plal
Machinery..cococcsccscsscoccossccsossccsscscealOocce 169 164 167 ri7e 181 pl78
Transportation equipment..ececcecescocscoesseelOoos. 200 216 188 182 199 p217
Instruments and related productsS...ccecceecssesl0ccas 158 159 168 rl72 ri74 pl75
Furniture and fixtureSeececesecsnscecscsscceseadoos. 128 128 123 125 ri27 pi20
Lumber and productsS,weeccecsscsccsas cessessdOssee 138 124 135 ri33 rizo pl20
Stone, ciay, and glass products....ceeesceseveedoaces 161 157 164 ri57 ri65 pl63
Misce! laneous manufacturesS.seececescscecccasssssel0oaes 154 152 145 ris50 155 p150
Nondurable manufactures,.... veeelO0rae 135 132 131 133 136 pi33
Printing and publishingeeeeso 0el0case 135 135 129 134 139 | ececeoces
Petroleum and coal productS.cese.ceseossescscecl0sccs 138 140 142 rl45 140 pl42
Minerals,eeeeesesvocsscssecssescccacsoacsssoccsoseeslOecas 127 127 130 ri32 ri33 pl3i
07T PO [ JR 88 87 87 91 93 p90
Crude oil and natural gaS.eseceessecscescssssescalOosse 143 147 150 ri4a7 ri48 pi51
Adjusted, combined iNdeX..eeoeseeoscsesscccsssssssceslOoass 143 143 142 145 rl46 pla7
ManufactureS.ececsscseccsscssosscccsacncesosassssscldOeans 145 145 144 147 147 pi4s
Durable manufactureS..esecececsccescscssescassseslOanas 161 161 158 164 ri64 pl66
Primery metalSeeecesesceososcecsccsccosccccsaseelOecas 148 149 124 148 rl47 pla9
Metal fabricating (including ordnance)..ceceseelCcaes 173 172 172 176 rl77 p180
Fabricated metal productS.ecuccescccoosseceselOoacs 142 139 134 142 r142 pidl
MaChiNerysceesoseeooassasscsvocasae coseelOacss 164 162 174 176 ri77 pl76
Transportation equipmenTeccesscccsecs eseselOcace 208 212 195 198 r201 p213
Instruments and related productS..eeececceceeedOcese 156 158 171 ri72 ri73 pl74
Furniture and fixXtureS,eoseeeseesscccscscceaseadOoass 124 123 124 124 ri22 pl19
Lumber and productS.cecsceeccossococssessccscsceldOcssns 130 i24 129 i26 ri2z2 pl20
Stone, clay, and glass productS.ieseececescceeslOesss 153 156 160 154 ris7 pi6i
Miscel laneous ManufactureS....ceeescececcesseeselOuens 145 145 148 146 146 pla3

r/ Revised,

p/ Preliminary,
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued 3

1955 1956
ITEM
October November August September October November
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS - Continued
Industrial production (FRB) - Continued
Adjusted index - Continued
Manufactures - Continued
Nondurable manufactures...ccceccscscsssescs 947-49=100, ., 129 130 129 129 130 pi3l
Printing and publishingecessecsesscscssscscscsclOecas 131 130 i34 133 135 | seeacesces
Petroleum and coal productS.sesscesescsocessseedOenas 137 139 139 143 ri3o plao
MineralSceceeseossacensans seesssocssodCeses 123 125 128 128 ri29 pi30
COBlecacsooacsosccosccssancoascsosasscosessassacalOooas 80 80 87 87 85 p83
Crude oil and natural gas..c..seccecsesccesscocssl0ccss 143 147 150 rla7 ri48 pli5!
Consumer durables output (FRB):
Unad justed index, t0t@lecccccccosocesse escecseeslOsacs 146 159 120 ril3 ri2g plaz
Major consumer durableS....ceoososesecocsccccoosseelOonas 157 177 123 ritl ri33 pl54
AUTOScseoescsocsscosscscescssssoscsssesccsssosseslOocss 153 212 109 59 105 pi6a
Major household goodSeesececoss ss00sscecssescelOecce 162 150 ri36 ri59 159 cevecccess
Other consumer durabieS..scecossssscssoscesssscecocldOecas 120 17 115 riig ri2z plié
Adjusted index, TotaleseceeesscasoosocsssccocssssssesalOacss 152 i51 127 ri29 ri2é pi34
Major consumer durableS,c.cesccosessscosescssscesssclOoens 168 167 134 ri35 ri30 pla3
AUTOS.esesc0ssosac0c0e0cosascssssccscssccsscsssenlOoess 194 196 125 19 ril7 pl48
Major househoid go0dS.ecsscsccssscsscsacssccsscssdOeccs rla7 143 ria3 ri5i 183 | ceeeecsees
Other consumer durabieSecscccecoscocecsoscossassscesldOecss 114 114 113 rii5 15 pti3
COMMODITY PRICES
Wholesale price index, all commoditTieSescoceesas 947-49=100,, 111.6 1.2 114,7 115.5 rli5,6 115.,9
Economic sector:
Crude materials for further processingecsscscsccssedOesces 93.2 89.9 96.4 96,7 95,0 94,9
Intermediate materials, supplies, and components,..d0ece.. 119, 1 1191 122,6 123,0 ri23.6 123,7
Finished goodsS !/.ececcssoscosscoccocccecccsoonssocslOescs 1.3 1.6 114,1 115,3 115.6 116,3
Farm produCtS,.ccecseescscescsscsscosscssascssssossacseslOaccn 86,8 84,1 89,1 90.1 88.4 87.9
Fruits and vegetables, fresh and driedeceecececccsedOoens 92.9 102.6 94,8 95,3 97.6 04,3
GraiNSeeesassscscesocsoosossssscsscsasscsssssscecesdOnans 82.4 79.8 88.8 90.7 84,0 87.9
Livestock and live poultry..esccecessscocecsccecceelOocas 71.8 62,2 76.0 75.7 73,0 68.6
Foods, processedeceecceceoscoccscsvacooncsssnanannsoaadOannn 100.2 98.8 102.6 104.0 103.6 103.6
Cereal and bakery productSecececesesscecsccscosssseedOocas 114.8 115.1 114.5 ril4,6 rli5.3 115.8
Dairy products and ice Cream,.cceeceoccecoasecesseesdoeens 105,0 105,9 108.9 109,7 110.9 113,6
Fruits and vegetables, canned and frozen.e.ececcecedOeces 107.4 107.7 107,3 106.8 106.4 106,3
Meats, poultry, and fishiciieeceoecscccoeeccscceoeedOenas 81.6 77.8 85,1 89.3 85.7 82,7
Commodities other than farm products and fOOdSeesoeoeedOeese 119.0 119.4 122.5 123, 1 123.6 124,2
Chemicals and allied productS.ececessccacccscssceselOuaas 106.5 106.6 107.3 107, 1 107.7 108.2
Chemicals, industrialiceeseeesssscecsccccssnscsesdOness 118.9 1193 122, 1 121.9 122.6 122,5
Fuel, power, and lighting materialSeecacecceescooeelOencs 108.0 108.6 110.9 1. rill.7 1.4
Petroleum and productS.ccesecsossccccsscccsccacoslOeacns 114,2 115,0 118.3 118.4 118.3 17,5
Furniture, other household durableS..eeseecscssecccsdOecasn 116,9 17,2 119.1 119.7 ri21,0 121.4
Appliances, householdieescesecsossscoscssscscaseclOnass 106, | 106.3 105.0° 105.5 rl06,5 106,7
Hides, skins, and leather productSeeccecocesscccscoelOosas 95.3 96.4 100.0 100,2 r99,7 99.8
Lumber and wood productS...ceeescecccccsceccccoscesslOeeas 125.4 125.0 125.2 123,6 122,0 121.5
LUMbEBreeeesososecossececcscecossssscccocscssascneldOecss 126.8 126.4 127.1 125.2 123,6 123, 1
Machinery and motive productS..seesscosscosscsscseedOceas 131.4 132.5 137.7 139.7 ri4t, | 143,5
Electrical machinery and equipmentscoscessecccceelOceos 130.7 131.4 138.,0 142,0 143,2 143,7
Motor vehicleSeeeeseecsccasnssssscsnccessssscasaclOnecs 124,7 126,5 129, | 129.4 ri30.8 135.9
Metals and metal produCtSeeeecesscscescscccscssseeedOuncs 142.4 142,9 150,2 151.9 ris2,2 152,0
Iron and steelecceececssccesscccscosocccoscoososcdOosce 145,7 146,0 159.4 161.5 161,14 162.4
Nonmetallic minerals, structurale.... sseeesvsscelOcsss 126.8 125.,2 130.8 131,1 131.,5 131.3
Pulp, paper, and allied productS.eeecssecscecssccsecsesdOocas 122.8 123,2 127.9 127.9 rizs,| 127.8
PBPer s eoeecsessscccccsoccoscssscssscscccccscccseelOeccs 131.2 131.7 138,2 138,9 ri39,|i 139,2
Rubber and productScccecscessscoscsssccsssscasscseedOncas 147,8 150.6 146.9 145,7 145.8 146,9
Textile prducts and apparelescececsecssscssscesseeelOscss 95,4 95,6 94,8 94,8 ros5,3 95,4
Apparelc.ccesscccoescesessacsssssocsasecscssscsseslOvone 98,7 99,0 99.7 99,7 99.7 99,7
Tobacco manutactures and bottled beverageS.eeceeessed0ce.s 121.7 121,7 122,5 122.8 123,1 123,5
CONSTRUCTION AND REAL ESTATE
Engineering construction:
Contract awards (ENR) 2/ceccceccsccscsascssssamil, of dol.. 1,526 1,369 1,828 1,480 1,878 1,736
New permanent nonfarm dwelling units started:
Unad justed:
Total, privately and publicly ownedeseeoso....thousands.. 105.8 89.2 r103.9 93,0 93,0 80.0
Privately owned, totalececececoscsocsocsccccscseadOanas 1048 88.4 ri03,2 89.9 90.8 79.6
In metropolitan areas.cceccescessccssscscsceeecldOoens 75.8 64,0 r70.5 60.8 62,5 54,1
Publicly OWNedeseeeescoecacseassssccsccccscocsceelOescs 1.0 .8 .7 3.1 2.2 4
Seasonally adjusted at annual rate:
Privately owned, Tot@leccoeceseansoccscscccsssescaslOneee 1,209.0 1,179.0 ri,136,0 1,000,0 1,050,0 1,060.0
Construction cost indexes:
American Appraisal Co,, The:
Average, 30 CitieSeeeecseccoscaceasossssssasscsl913=100,, 616 618 641 642 642 644
Atlanta,.ceeecoccsncccss esceecelOesce 665 666 695 696 696 696
New Yorkeceooseosocoscso PR [~ TN 642 643 681 681 6814 681
S2n FrancisCOseesestosocssecacsosssosssscsocsccsosdOessne 577 578 597 597 596 595
ST, LOUIS.ceeaconcsscccssseconsoncecasnasssoccsselOenns 607 608 637 637 636 635
Associated General Contractors (all TypeS).ceecececesedOasss 444 446 467 470 470 470
Engineering News-Record: 3/
BUi1diNGeaeececssooscasscoscaccasancsnsecsees 947-49=100,. 141.8 141.6 147.9 147,7 148,0 147.9
CONSTruUCTiON.cesesseaseeccacsscscssasscssssccccscesdOocce 148.6 148,6 155.6 155.4 155,4 155.4

r/ Revised, p/ Preliminary, |/ Goods to users, including raw foods and tuels, 2/
nths Eéweeks. 3/ Deta reported at the beginning of each month ars shown here for the pr
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h evious month,



4 MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued

1955 1956
1TEM
October November August September October November
METALS AND MANUFACTURES
tron and steel scraps

Production and receipts, totalseos...thous, of short tons,. 7,248 7,213 6,127 r6,733 p7,657 coocscocoe
Home scrap produced,cccscecscssooncossoosassocsosselOoncs 4,002 3,969 3,270 r3,755 p4,160 | cococoscon
Purchased scrap received (net)ceccecccccssocoossosolOooss 3,245 3,244 2,857 r2,978 p3,498 0s0es0 000

Consumption, total.eeecescecocacocssssccoscsoocassososlOeoas 7,217 7,214 6,108 r6,979 p7,520 | covccescan

Stocks, consumers', end of MONTheeeoscscscecescsaseocdOcass 7,385 7,385 7,027 ré,786 p6,925 | cocoencsco

fron ore (Lake Superior district):

Shipments from upper lake ports.......thous, of long tons., 12,244 7,410 8,045 12,745 12,628 8,801

Steel ingots and stee! for castings:

Productions.eeccsccsocscscsascscosassothous, of short tons,, 10,501 10,247 8,123 10,423 14,049 10,566

Percent of CapacCityiococscocoossoscasososscacaossascoosss 98 99 75 99 101 100
Steel products, net shipments:

Total (all grades).cceccocsccoosacesaThous, of short fons,. 7,217 7,248 5,540 7,058 7,931 croccs0sos
Semifinished products.sccosocoocscocscscsosscocaoseelOnoss 400 435 1/291 367 400 eeveccosen
Structural shapes (heavy), steel piling.ecocscsococolOosas 461 470 1/472 543 600 | vovecccans
PlatesS..svssscsssososscococossssscasssocccssosasooalOsooas 607 639 1/6314 747 796 vovocsvoso
Rails and accessorieSeecssccococcocoecoscossssasooodOason 160 146 1/152 211 215 | ce00s00000
Bars and tool steel, T0ta@looseesoscocnsaocosconcosalOocas 1,197 1,128 1/1,052 1,124 1,262 | cocenvsone

Bars: Hot roliled (incl. light shapes).coececcoosodOosos 8i4 758 1/645 756 849 | ..esceccce
ReinNfOrcingossocecscoosocosscocoooesososacolOaoos 202 194 /238 234 250 | secscocone
Cold finished,csooasccocosssssosoocooscosedOoooo i71 165 L A/152 125 152 | coeesoooon
Pipe and TubinNgescooocoscocccescssoooccscoscscacosccelOoaos 877 884 1/857 831 990 | vosoeccoea
Wire and wire productSeccecccocsosccsssoscssccocsoedOosoe 361 339 1/33¢9 342 348 | sevesccnose
Tin mill products (incl, black plate)eececoccoooooceodOosos 367 363 /544 539 588 | scoococecs
Sheets and strip (incl, electrical), totaleseessosalO0oos 2,787 2,845 /2,492 2,353 2,733 | tevosssses
Sheets: HotT roiledeocccccsoscocscossscccsoscoosalOosos 788 834 1/709 705 840 | .ccovsscoa
Cold rolled (incl, enameling)oceococsocsdOoaso 1,312 1,318 171,100 1,046 i,211 cecvsesoes
Industrial frucks (electric), shipments:
Hand (motorized).oceecsssosssssssonccsssosancascsssUmber,, 650 636 554 577 682 s080c00000
Rider 1ypeescocococcosssocscsooanoccsooscssccssoncocaalOosos 449 441 374 442 491 | seseevacen
Industrial trucks and tractors (gasoline-powered), ship-
MENTSocaooacosooscocssscssccnssssscosasosasaessssUmMbErs, 2,569 2,684 2,137 2,141 2,191 secoccsona
RUBBER AND RUBBER PRODUCTS
Natural rubber:
CONSUMPT iON.sososooossasssscosssonosscsosscacssslONg toNs,, 54,995 52,769 46,700 r44,179 51,259 | ooessovece
Stocks, end of moNthesccssoescosacsssccccossacocssossalOossn 110,795 103,774 99, 668 r98,069 92,300 00s000anac
Synthetic rubber:

Productione.cieesecoosocsboscosacsoccsssssscossscocesslOosns 89,060 91,281 86,468 90, 602 88,158 | os0ceosooo

ConsuMPTiONscsosososcsossasssoscosssscassscoocsssoocselOosasn 80, 389 81,661 72,537 r69,205 80,542 boonsssv0n

Stocks, end of MONThooseeoccccscosososossccsssscosaselOsess, 134,753 133,664 192,486 r200,793 195,635 | ccocovcons

Tires and tubes:

Pneumatic casings:

Productionseesseceesccccssssocosssscoscessssosthousands,, 9,555 9,603 8,050 7,800 8,799 | seososoccn
Shipments, totalessoewscscsoscocsssosssonsssscsceoalOoana 8,117 8,045 8,644 6,952 7,776 | esconscsee

Original equipment...escecccsooscoocssoscossasessdOocssn 3,495 4,303 2,302 1,553 2,908 | tososcsoce
Stocks, end of MoNTh.esscocsscoecssacoscoccceccosoelOoaos 16,163 17,727 16,794 17,648 18,775 son0ecsnce

Inner tubes:

Production ceecescsccoscoscoosscoosoosocsssssssonoolOsooo 3,119 3,052 2,795 2,773 3,025 | secesscnee
Shipments.cescoscooosocossosoncossosccssosssoscosesdOosos 3,004 2,875 3,295 2,777 2,877 | csoecccccs
Stocks, end of montheoscecoscssoesosoosscssnscososoclOoass 6,286 6,734 5,962 6,056 6,409 s0ossscccs

gpggﬁ;;sed. p/ Preliminary, 1/ Data for July and August 1956,
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