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BUSINESS 
December 14, 1956 

° f eus/NEss tco' STATISTICS 
A WEEKLY SUPPLEMENT TO THE SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS 

Available only with subscription to the SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS, at $4.00 annually, this Supplement provides selected 

weekly and monthly data subsequent to those published in the latest monthly SURVEY 

SELECTED BUSINESS INDICATORS 

BILLION DOLLARS 

95 

9 0 

85 

8 0 

75 

TOTAL LOANS AND INVESTMENTS 
(Federal Reserve Weekly Reporting Member Banks) 

7 0 | ^ ] | i i i I i i i i i I i i i i i 1 i i i i i 

Average of Wednesday data 

i i i i I i ii i i i 1 i i i i i ! i i i i i 

BILLION DOLLARS 

9 5 

1953 1954 1955 1956 d F M A M J J A S ' O N D 

BILLION DOLLARS 

4 V-

3 b * 

NEW CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY 
(seasonally adjusted) 

Total 

Private Residential 
(nonfartn) ^ 

0 j J i i i 1 I ' I 1 I I I f I I I I 1 I I I I I I I I I I I I I I i I i I I I I I I I I I I I I 

1953 1954 1955 1956 

BILLION DOLLARS 
2 0 

15 

10 

SALES OF RETAIL STORES 
(seasonally adjusted) 

k*®^®-^®-®-®-®-®-

Durable Goods* 

0 8 I i l I l I i M i I I i i l I l I i i i i i I i M i i I i i i i i 1 i i i i i I 

1 9 5 3 1 9 5 4 1 9 5 5 1 9 5 6 

INDEX, 1947-49 = 100 
180 

160 

140 

120 

100 

BO 

MANUFACTURING EMPLOYMENT & 
PAYROLLS (production workers) y*\ 

a * * W V * > \ 

^ — N 

I i M l 1 I i.i i I 

^* Payrolls 

—̂• Employment 

. I I 1 1 1.1 i I I i 1 ILLUJ 1 1 I I 1 

-

H 

1 1 .1 IJ±JJ_LLIJ 

DOLLARS 
2 . 2 0 

2.00 

1.80 

1.60 

1.40 

HOURS 
52 

MANUFACTURING HOURS & EARNINGS 

Average Hourly 
Gross Earnings 

(left scale) 

Average Hours Per Week 
(right scale) 

L 2 0 L - ^ l l i l i l i i a i l l i i t i i l i B t a a l t i i i t i i t i i t l i i i i a l i i a li^J 3 2 
1953 1954 1955 1956 

3 6 

Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



2 WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS1 

ITEM 

Commodity prices, wholesale: 

22 commodities 2/ , 

Finance: 

1947-49=: 100.. 

do.... 
do.... 

Federal Reserve bank credit outstanding, total 3/....do.,.. 

Federal Reserve reporting member banks in 

Time deposits, except U. S. Government. 
Loans and investments (adjusted), total 

leading cities:47 

do.... 

do 
Commercial, industrial, and agr. loans (gross)...do,... 

Failures, industrial and commercial...... 
Bond yields, domestic corporate (Moody's) 
Stock prices, 480 stocks (Stand.& Poor's) 

Production: 
Bituminous coal 3/.,•••••••.,,.......thou; 

Petroleum (crude) and condensate .3/»...,. 

....«„...number.. 

4/..1935-39=100.. 
do.... 

». of short tons.. 
„.mi1. of kw.-hr#. 

,..thous. of bbU. 

», of short tons.. 

..thous. of cars.. 
do 

1955 

Dec. 3 

89!6 
197 

1,095 
990 

30,963 
26,012 
18,794 

413 

56,900 
21,609 
85,337 
29,643 
26,014 
8,188 

209 
3.31 
326.6 
375.3 

1,741 
11,359 

206,244 
6,836 

2,356 
#97.6 
724 
376 

Dec. 10 

•III.2 
•84.1 
•98.8 
•119.4 
89.6 
235 

1,138 
1,029 

31,070 
26,274 
18,869 

458 

57,256 
21,582 
85,451 
29,559 
26,117 
8,156 

219 
3.32 
327.7 
377.4 

1,823 
11,426 

206,279 
6,923 

2,416 
#100.1 

727 
373 

1956 

Nov. 17 

115.7 
87.8 
103.3 
124.0 
92.0 
151 

1,030 
937 

31,141 
25,954 
18,996 

609 

55,882 
21,832 
85,630 
25,599 
30,439 
8,870 

240 
3.88 
337.8 
394.2 

1,797 
11,589 
157,15! 
7,165 

2,466 
100.2 
764 
375 

Nov. 24 

115.7 
87.6 
103.1 
124.0 
93.0 
148 

1,162 
1,065 

31,269 
26,266 
19,3111 

69 f 

55,900 
21,764 
86,431 
26,254 
30,449 
8,860 

207 
3,92 
328,5 
382.5 

1,828 
11,439 
136,245 
7,195 

2,463 
100.1 
651 
328 

Dec^ 1 

115.7 
88.5 
103.3 
124.2 
93,8 
196 

31,355 
26,374 
19,375 

716 

56,632 
2!,761 
86,207 
26,141 
30,407 
8,855 

254 
3.95 
326.8 
380.3 

1,823 
12,075 
185,038 
7,133 

2,489 
iOi.i 
752 
375 

Dec. 8 

115.7 
86.7 
102.9 
124.3 
93.3 

31,450 
26,165 
19,068 

270 
3.96 
339.9 
398.0 

194,886 

2,493 
101.3 

J./ Data do not always cover calendar weeks. 2/ Tuesday prices. 3/ Daily average. 47 Wednesday data. j>/ Week beginning December 10, 
1956: Production, 2,511 thous. short tons; operating rate, 102.0 percent. j>/ Data for 1956 adjusted to revised classification of class f 
railroads. • Monthly index for November 1955. # Not comparable with 1956 rates which are based on higher capacity. 

MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS 

ITEM 
1955 

October November 

1956 

August September October November 

GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS 

Farm income and marketings: 
Cash receipts from farming, including Government payments, 

total.......... „ mil. of do I.. 
Farm marketings and CCC loans, total...............do.... 
Crops. do.... 
Livestock and products, total...... ......do.... 
Dairy products .do.... 
Meat animals...... do.... 
Poultry and eggs... do.... 

Indexes of cash receipts from marketings and CCC loans: 1/ 
All commodities , 1947-49=: 100.. 
Crops , do.... 
Livestock and products ••••do.... 

Indexes of volume of farm marketings: U 
A11 commodities......... do.... 
Crops do.... 
Livestock and products,••• do..,. 

COMMODITY PRICES 

Reta iI pr i ce: 
All commodities (U.S.Dept.of Commerce index).. 1935-39=:100. 

DOMESTIC TRADE 

A11 retaiI stores: 
Estimated sales (unadjusted), total 2/, mil. of dol. 
Durable-goods stores: 
Automotive group ............. • do... 
Furniture and appliance group do... 

Nondurable-goods stores: 
AppareI group ........ do.• • 
Drug and proprietary stores do... 
Eating and drinking places..,. ••••do... 
Food group ••••• ••••• • •do,.. 
Gasoline service stations ••••• ....do... 
Genera I-merchand i se group•• .do.,. 

3,448 
3,433 
1,913 
1,520 
339 
836 
325 

141 
178 
112 

164 
195 
141 

208.7 

15,824 

2,964 
909 

974 
437 

1,204 
3,705 
1,083 
1,807 

3,248 
3,227 
1,821 
1,406 
322 
744 
323 

132 
169 
103 

157 
182 
139 

208.2 

15,894 

3,039 
927 

432 
1,126 
3,648 
1,085 
1,956 

2,715 
2,672 
1,247 
1,425 
372 
785 
253 

110 
116 
105 

124 
117 
129 

212.5 

16,335 

3,110 
900 

863 
475 

1,333 
3,988 
1,253 
1,663 

3,148 
3,111 
1,726 
1,385 
355 
746 
268 

128 
160 
102 

144 
168 
126 

213.1 

15,730 

2,676 
860 

988 
465 

1,240 
3,896 
1,181 
1,699 

p3,884 
p3,755 
P2,I3I 
pl,624 
p363 
p945 
p296 

pi 54 
pl98 
pll9 

pl77 
p208 
p!53 

213.4 

r16,282 

r2>830 
r956 

rl,034 
r480 

r1,227 
r3,88i 
rl,l80 
r1,808 

16,836 

3,014 
981 

1,092 
478 

1,194 
4,068 
1,185 
2,048 

£/ Revised, j>/ Preliminary, j / Unadjusted indexes. 2/ November 1956 figures are advance estimates. 

REVISIONS for p. 3 of the December 7, 1956 Weekly Supplement to the SURVEY: Manufacturers' inventories, end of month, book value (ad-
justed) for September 1956 (mil. of dol.)—total, 50,106; total durable-goods industries, 28,708; primary metal* 3,892. Digitized for FRASER 

http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS —Continued 3 

ITEM 
1955 

October November August 

1956 

September October 

DOMESTIC TRADE - Continued 

A 11 retaiI stores - Continued 
Estimated inventories: 

Unadjusted, total... ...... mil. of do I. 
Durable-goods stores .,...do... 
Nondurab le-goods stores ... do*.. 

Adjusted, tota I do... 
Durab le-goods stores,• .do... 
Nondurab Ie-goods stores do... 

Firms with II or more stores, estimated sales: 
Unadjusted .do... 
Adjusted ....•• » do... 

Department store sales, United States total: 
Unadjusted index 1947-49= 100. 
Adjusted index. do..• 

Wholesale trade: 
Sales, estimated (unadjusted), total.•... mil. of dol. 

Durab le-goods estab I i shments.. ...... .do,. • 
NondurabIe-goods estabIishments............. do... 

Inventories, estimated (unadjusted), total do... 
Durab I e-goods estab I i shments do.. • 
Nondurab le-goods estab I i shments .do... 

EMPLOYMENT AND WAGES 

Labor force (Bureau of the Census): 
Civilian labor force,., . s......thousands. 

Emp I oyed • do... 
Agr i cu I tura I emp I oyment do,.. 
Nonagr i cu I tura I emp I oyment ,...,... do. •. 

Unemp loyed. •...••••....»... do,.. 
Employees in nonagricuIturaI establishments: 

Total, unadjusted (U. S. Department of Labor) do... 
Manuf actur i itg . e • • • . , • . d o . , . 
M i n i n g . . . . . . , d o . . . 
Contract construct ion.., do... 
Tr»air»er>/-».»+«»+ i A n anrl 

Wholesale and retail trade..,, .. s o,,do. 8. 
Finance, insurance, and real estate. do,.. 
Service and miscellaneous do... 
Government .do... 

Production workers in manufacturing industries: 
1 O T a ! e e e e e s o e o o o e e o e e e o e e e Q e a e e « 9 « o s e o e e o e e e e o e o e o e e . 0 0 . . « 

Durab le-goods i ndustr ies do... 
Ordnance and accessories do... 
Lumber and wood products (except furniture).....,do... 
Furniture and fixtures do... 
Stone, clay, and glass products.,. do... 
Primary metal industries do,.. 
Fabricated metal products J/ ,do... 
Machinery (except electrical) ••••••.••••••do... 
ElectricaI machinery, ..•••••••...do,•. 
Transportation equipment # do... 
Instruments and related products do... 

Nondurab I e-goods i ndustr ies do, • • • 
Food and kindred products do.... 
Tobacco manufactures do.... 
Texti le-mi 11 products ••••« do,... 
Apparel and other finished textile products.,,,,,do,... 
Paper and allied products .,. ••••do,,,. 
Printing, publishing, and allied products., do.,,. 
Chemicals and a I lied products, do,... 
Products of petroleum and coal.,., do,... 
Rubber products .,.. do,•.. 
Leather and leather products » do,... 

Manufacturing production-worker indexes: 
Emp loyment: Unadjusted 1947-49= 100.. 

Adjusted ..... .do..,. 
PayroMs, unadjusted do.... 

Hours and earnings: 
Average weekly hours per worker, all manufacturing•.hours.. 

Durab le-goods i ndustr ies,.... , do.... 
Nondurab le-goods i ndustr ies ..do.... 

Average weekly earnings, all manufacturing .dollars.. 
Durab I e-goods i ndustr ies do.... 
Nondurab I e-goods i ndustr ies do.... 

Average hourly earnings, all manufacturing...........do.... 
Durable-goods industries do,... 

Ordnance and accessories ....do.... 
Lumber and wood products (except furniture)......do.... 
Furniture and fixtures •••••«.do.... 
Stone, clay, and glass products ...do,... 
Primary metal industries........ do,... 
Fabricated metal products J,/,.... , do.... 
Machinery (except electrical) do.... 
E lectr i ca I mach i nery , ...••••••• .do,... 
Transportation equ i pment, do, •. • 
Instruments and related products ••.. do.... 

23,890 
10,390 
13,500 
23,290 
10,720 
12,570 

2,949 
2,820 

128 
122 

10,500 
3,590 
6,910 
12,600 
6,060 
6,540 

67,292 
65,161 
7,905 
57,256 
2,131 

51,125 
17,006 

778 
3,031 
A 191 

10,990 
2,241 
5,915 
7,043 

13,440 
7,721 

89 
705 
327 
481 

1,118 
922 

1,206 
880 

1,344 
230 

5,719 
1,200 
118 
992 

1,108 
465 
542 
555 
173 
224 
342 

108.7 
107.1 
161.1 

41.1 
41.7 
40.3 
78.50 
85.07 
69.32 
1.91 
2.04 
2.08 
1.73 
1.65 
1.88 
2.31 
2,03 
2.13 
1.91 
2.27 
1.94 

24,780 
10,930 
13,850 
23,590 
11,000 
12,590 

2,994 
2,898 

148 
122 

10,600 
3,530 
7,070 
12,620 
6,060 
6,560 

67,206 
64,807 
6,920 
57,887 
2,398 

51,262 
17,052 

783 
2,921 
A H Q 
11,213 
2,238 
5,883 
7,033 

13,487 
7,829 

89 
685 
327 
480 

1,133 
932 

1,225 
866 

1,446 
230 

5,658 
1,139 
104 
998 

1,120 
466 
547 
555 
172 
228 
330 

109.0 
108.2 
163.8 

41.2 
41.8 
40.3 
79.52 
85.69 
70.12 
1.93 
2.05 
2.10 
1.69 
1.65 
1.90 
2.31 
2.03 
2.15 
1.91 
2.30 
f.94 

23,540 
10,400 
13,140 
23,750 
10,470 
13,280 

3,052 
3,075 

113 
128 

11,120 
3,780 
7,340 

12,830 
6,530 
6,300 

68,947 
66,752 
7,265 
59,487 
2,195 

51,881 
17,034 

817 
3,353 
4„ !78 
II,047 
2,355 
6,137 
6,960 

13,245 
7,541 

80 
700 
316 
482 

1,091 
864 

1,257 
878 

1,235 
233 

5,704 
1,276 
103 
950 

1,082 
469 
550 
549 
178 
211 
338 

107,1 
106.0 
161.4 

40.3 
40.8 
39.6 

79.79 
85.68 
71.68 

1.98 
2.10 
2.20 
1.81 
1.70 
1.96 
2.36 
2.07 
2.21 
1.99 
2.31 
2.02 

r23,530 
10,030 

r13,500 
23,430 
10,260 
13,170 

3,009 
3,058 

131 
129 

r10,430 
3,560 

r6,870 
13,110 
6,600 
6,510 

68,069 
66,071 
7,388 

58,683 
1,998 

r52,26l 
r!7,!2l 

r8l8 
r3,340 
r*.!79 

r II ',164 
r2,32l 
r6,105 
r7,2l3 

r13,335 
r7,583 

r82 
r68l 
r32l 
r478 

r 1, 126 
r885 

r1,262 
r89l 

r!,205 
r235 

r5,752 
rl,3l2 

r 113 
r949 

rl,079 
r470 
r557 
553 
rl76 
r2l5 
r329 

r107.8 
r105.7 
r165.8 

40.7 
41.4 

r39.8 
81.40 

r88,60 
r72.44 

2.00 
r2.14 
r2.23 
r l , 82 

1,71 
1.97 

r2,43 
2 . 1 ! 
2.25 

r2.02 
r2.37 
2.04 

23,960 
9,850 
14,110 
23,330 
10,020 
13,310 

3,114 
3,029 

r l27 
r!22 

11,700 
3,940 
7,760 
13,500 
6,630 
6,870 

68,082 
66,174 
7,173 
59,000 
1,909 

r52,421 
r17,222 

r8IO j 
r3,298 I 
r4.174 

rll',288 I 
r2,308 
r6,044 I 
r7,277 

r13,448 I 
r7,758 I 

r8l 
r665 I 
r322 
r485 

rl,l32 | 
r9ll 
1,267 I 
r9l6 

rl,3l9 
r238 

r5,690 
rI,222 I 

rl 12 I 
r952 

rl,092 
r470 
r562 
r556 
175 I 

r22l 
r329 I 

r108.7 I 
r107.2 
r!68,8 | 

r40.7 
r4l,5 
r39,8 

r82.2l 
r89.23 I 
r72,83 

2.02 I 
2.15 

r2.25 
rl.79 | 
1.72 

rl.98 
2.42 

r2e!3 
2.25 

r2.03 
r2.38 
r2.05 

jr/ Revised, 2./ Preliminary, ±/ Except ordnance, machinery, and transportation equipment. Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



4 MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued 

ITEM 

EMPLOYMENT AND WAGES - Continued 

Hours and earnings - Continued 
Average hourly earnings, al! manufacturing - Continued 

Nondurable-goods 1 ndustr ies, M S , M >e,^..e.doi lars. . 
Food and kindred products, .... ••••••• ...*.„......do..„. 
Tobacco manufactures. e e e a e o e o e a, 9 e e 9 e 6 9 B S S 8 S e s e0 • .do.. .. 
Texti ie-mi 11 products . ••••••••••••••••do.... 
Apparel and other finished textile products......do,... 
Paper and allied products,, .. ......... ...... • ..«»..do,. .. 
Printing, publishing, and allied SndustrSes.....,do,.. • 
Chemicals and allied products,•......,.•.........do.*.. 
Products of petroleum and coal.. .......90B9••••«.do8.,. 
Rubber products. ..<,...«>.•...«,.,, M « M M M . . ( J O , M , 
Leather and leather productse.».. ... .... ........ .do.... 

FI NANCE 

Consumer credit (short™ and intermediate-term); 
Total outstanding, end of month*••••••••••••••ml 1. of do!oa 

Installment credit, total..............e®.e99.98.ssdo0.09 
Installment credit extended and repaid; 
Unadjusted; Extended, total .... ... 8 9 9 9.. s e 9 e* 9 9 9. 9do.... 

Repaid, total•••••••••••••••••.•••••••do«... 
Adjusted? Extended, total•••••••••••••••••••••••••do...* 

Repaid, total..«.••••••••••••••.•...••••do•••• 

TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS 

Operations on scheduled airlines; 

Express and freight ton-miles flown......... ....do.... 
Mall, ton-miles f Jown9999988oeee.0 .«..<»... 9..<»99e99ea«do.e.9 
Passengers carried, revenue • •••••••••.• •••dov.#« 

ELECTRIC POWER 
Electric power, production, total. ea99<8o9e9@emI 1. ©f kw.-hr.. 

LUMBER AND MANUFACTURES 

Lumber (National Lumber Manufacturers Association): 
Production, total. ...ee«>„es,e.»0..ms 1. of bd. ft.. 

Shipments, total .•••••••••••••••••.••••••••.•••••••• .do.. 9 .* 
D O T T W O O U S s>es®a©»«eoeoeeoooe6oeoffl090osoeso03oceso9« eOOe 9 a « 

Stocks, gross (nl 11 and concentration yards).........do..„. 

TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT 

1955 

October 

1.72 
1.76 
1.24 
1.41 
1.36 
1.87 
2.37 
2.01 
2.40 
2.12 
1.42 

36,573 
27,968 

3,211 
2,945 
3,327 
2,967 

*50,060 
*20,578 
*6,827 
*3,064 
* 1,748 

54,566 
47,405 
7,161 

3,432 
2,729 
3,374 
2,619 
8,569 
5,158 

601,256 
469 
385 

505,177 
491,893 
95,610 
81,390 

November 

1.74 
1.80 
1.33 
1.42 
1.36 
1.87 
2.36 
2.04 
2.41. 
2,17. 
1.44' 

37,1 14 
28,269 

3,271 
2,970 
3,355 
2,961 

**48,394 
**21,366 
**6,736 
**3,07! 
**1,692 

54,854 
47,785 
7,070 

3,112 
2,443 
3,092 
2,376 
8,589 
5,225 

860,848 
359 
340 

745,993 
720,667 
114,496 
98,345 

1956 

August 

1.81 
1.82 
1.4! 
1.44 
1.46 
1.97 
2.43 
2.13 
2,54 
2.18 
1.50 

39,878 
30,644 

3,504 
3,157 
3,358 
3,147 

55,582 
22,256 
7,408 
3,392 
2,007 

58,576 
52,194 
6,382 

3,537 
2,880 
3,262 
2,707 
8,991 
5,561 

503,276 
429 
397 

417,020 
! 410,164 

85,827 
68,809 

September 

1.82 
rl.82 
rl.37 
1.45 
1.47 

rl.97 
r2.46 
r29!3 
r2.59 
2.21 
r 1.51 

40,074 
30,707 

2,981 
2,918 
3, 160 
3,087 

53,368 
22,747 
7,018 
3,301 
1,902 

55,649 
48,819 
6*830 

3,147 
2,489 
2,871 
2,300 
9,247 
5,730 

275,555 
368 
364 

203,888 
202,159 
71,299 
56,852 

October 

1.83 
1.85 

rl.37 
rl.49 
1.48 

ri.98 
2.45 
r2.l2 
r2,57 
r2.2i 
1.52 

40,196 
30,811 

3,382 
3,278 
3,370 
3,183 

o . 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 . 

oeoooocoos 

e o 9 9 9 9 0 o . e 

•••••••••• 
.......... 

58,445 
51,129 
7,316 

3,403 
2,749 
3, 156 
2,572 
9,496 
5,910 

445,122 
298 
291 

352,140 
341,779 
92,684 
77,533 

November 

pi.85 
pi.90 
pi.44 
pi.50 
pi.47 
pi.99 
p2.44 
p2.l3 
p2.60 
p2.2l 
pi.53 
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