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2 WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS'

1955 1956
{TEM
Nov. 5 Nov. 12 Oct. 20 Oct. 27 Nov. 3 Nov, 10
Commodity prices, whalesale:
All commoditieS.eeeesassocececossecnsassesasssl947-49=100,, ceesecas *|11,6 115.2 115.0 114.9 114.9
Farm products.eeeeeeceescescsccsscesescsssssccaeasadOoas, cesecses *86.8 88.3 88.2 87.9 87.7
Foods, processed...ceceeecesvccacssscscscencensnsssdOoiuss cececans *100,2 103,6 103,11 102.6 102.6
All Other.ceieceeeeeesecsssscoccscsssaccosassnsaneedoies. cessanes *119,0 123,1 123.0 123.0 123.0
22 commodities 2/.cueereeseccscscascssssssssssssssseeslOians 88.4 *%88,5 90.7 90, | 90.6 *x91,2
Department store salesS.......eeeeesveecscscescscesceseedOooeas 128 141 129 128 124 cesveees
Insured unemployment, totaliececseescasscscssassnssesthous,. 875 900 928 934 [

State programs......cceeeeeeecsseccccccsssacsccasseessdoiiss 792 813 854 861 secesnne cececees
Finance:

Currency in circulation 3/..iceceeecceccacssemil, of dol.. 30,528 30,656 30,953 30,864 30,793 30,963

Federai Reserve bank credit outstanding, total 3/....do.... 25,748 25,963 25,810 25,866 25,466 25,762

Member bank reserve balances 3/...c.ieeeeeeecnsaceceslOuass 18,898 18,899 18,890 19, 137 18,810 19,004
Excess reserves, estimated 3/....cveevevereesnsessedoa,.. 477 556 571 596 390 574

Federal Reserve reporting member banks in leading cities:4/

Demand deposits, adjusted.eeecesecssscecsssamil, of dol.. 56,394 55,955 55,623 56,206 56,122 cetarene
Time deposits, except U. S. Government,....cecoeeeeel00i0u.e 21,763 21,731 22,029 22,023 22,054 eescscee
Loans and investments (adjusted), total...c.ceeeeeeedo.,.. 85,623 85,259 86,066 85,584 85,642 crtances
U. S. Government obligaTionS.ieceeseaceseccscaceelOenns 30,559 30,300 26,392 26,057 25,961 ceseasee
Commercial, industrial, and agr. loans (gross)...do.... 25,303 25,485 29,836 29,692 29,911 eecccsse
Real-estate 1oans (Gross).eeeeeececesccoassscccaelOnens 8,073 8,106 8,834 8,849 8,857 cesessas

Failures, industrial and commercial...eeeeeeecesss.number.., 237 207 254 267 271 219

Bond yields, domestic corporate (Moody's) 3/......percent.. 3,30 3,28 3.81 3.83 3.83 3.87

Stock prices, 480 stocks (Stand.& Poor's) 4/,.1935-39=100,. 307.0 320.5 337.9 336.0 333,11 343.9
industrials, 420 STOCKS,eseeeeasescsssesssssscssceelOeces 350,7 368.3 394,6 392.4 388.9 402,3

Production:

Bituminous coal 3/.eeecereesncecsessathous, of short tons.. 1,699 1,674 1,757 1,740 1,755 cesessee

Electric power, by utilitieSiicvececececssemil. of kw,=hr,. 10,853 10,878 11,333 11,391 11,487 cesesces

Passenger cars and trucks (Ward's)ee.eeeseecessess.number,. 193,561 209, 141 110,208 125,967 136,420 153,597

Petroleum (crude) and condensate 3/.........thous, of bbl., 6,777 6,808 6,997 6,998 6,981 cesescen

Steel 5/ccccccccsccccssssessscassasssthous, of short tons.. 2,400 2,404 2,495 2,491 2,493 2,463
Percent of capacity 5/cececccccscecsasecscsssccccssssenann #99.4 #99.6 101.,4 101.2 10i.3 100. 1§

Freight carloadings, total 6/.... esesesssthous, of coars,. 804 797 829 817 800 ceescane

Miscel laneouUS seeeseesecssocessceeasssvsesssceassasensalOiaas 403 396 401 394 388 ccsecens

1/ Data do not always cover calendar weeks, 2/ Tuesday prices, 3/ Daily average. 4/ Wednesday data, 5/ Week beginning November 12,
1956: Production, 2,463 thous. short tons; operating rate, 100.4 percent, 6/ Data for 1956 adjusted to revised classification of class
raiiroads, * Monthly index for October 1955, ** Wednesday price. # Not comparable with 1956 rates which are based on higher capacity.

MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS

1955 1956
ITEM
September October July August September October
COMMODITY PRICES
Prices received and paid by farmers:
Prices received, all farm products....ceeees..910-14=100.. 235 229 244 237 236 234

CropSeeccesovosssecssceocessonsesesssvonscsscnsscasesalOiaas 229 222 258 236 234 232
Commercial vegetables, fresh market......ccccc...do,... 224 208 286 230 178 203
[0 o PGP « [« JE 285 278 274 263 275 270
Feed grains and haY...eeeeeeesoccscsceccssocscseclOeeen 174 167 194 197 196 178
FOOd grainSeeeceecessccoceccesossscscsoscssenesssdOians 217 220 216 218 222 225
T T Y« [« N 212 189 225 210 233 232
Oil-bearing CropS..ceiescesesscsscssesscsacossesedOuans 225 227 250 249 234 249
Potatoes 1/..c.cveeeeeernecneccasnsererannenceaseedOiaas 129 127 387 203 161 141
TObACCO. s eveesssesossccorsesnssccsscssssccassessesslOnana 427 443 453 451 455 453

Livestock and productS...eeeesscecsocscassassseasasdo.... 240 235 232 238 238 236
Dairy products...c.ceveeccecescecscsssscsnesseceselOnann 257 264 253 256 264 272
Meat animalS,csvecosvsocescscssccsccscscccecsceeeadOnsas 249 239 246 259 254 254
POUTHTrY And ©QQSeescessscsccscrsrsnscssscsassase000sas 203 195 174 171 172 167
WOO!leeeeseeoeesossccsccnocansocasosscnconsnceneeelOneas 234 225 233 232 231 238

Prices paid:

All commodities and ServiceS..eeesescsccsseccesesasdo,.es 259 261 266 267 266 265
Family living items...ceceeesssccccoccessacessesslOisss 272 274 282 28l 279 279
Production items...cc.iceeeececcceccccocsccccees.do.es. 246 246 248 250 252 250

All commodities, services, interest, taxes, and

Wage rates..i.ceiecscecscccsscssccecscoccsncnssslOnae, 279 280 287 288 287 287
Parity ratioieceecesccescseccsocsccsccssasscscasscaasealOeeas 84 82 85 82 82 82
Retail price:
All commodities (U.S.Dept.of Commerce index)..1935-39=100.. 208,9 208,7 213,6 r212.5 213.1
CONSTRUCTION AND REAL ESTATE
New construction {unadjusted), total 2/.........mil. of dol., 4,148 4,037 r4,231 r4,286 r4,250 4,126
Private, total.ieececscccscsccnsescascsncanas PP [ Y 2,879 2,810 r2,865 r2,873 r2,833 2,751

Residential (nonfarm)... «odo.... i,561 1,509 ri,445 ri,431 rl,405 1,350
New dwelling units.s.ccecceavocese eedos... 1,410 1,360 ri,260 ri,250 rl1,225 i,175
Additions and alterationS..ceceseeccssscccsasesceelOoans ii9 i16 142 140 140 134

Nonresidential -building, Total 3/.cciecccscccccascaslOnaes 714 7214 r787 r788 r788 793
INdUSTridaleececesesvososccscsccessoccccsasccssoealOoans 213 219 r270 r276 r276 274
COMMErcial.soseeescecsssoscssesescssscssoscoscessdOnsas 303 306 r300 293 r288 287

Digitized for FRASER
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued

I TEM 1955 1956
September October July August September October
CONSTRUCT!ON AND REAL ESTATE - Continued
New construction (unadjusted)!/ - Continued

Private - Continued
Farm construction..coceecesccccosssvcsscasssmil, of dol.. 159 132 159 161 148 122
Public utilitYeseeoeosoeescoscascaceccsscssscosscesedOiaas 433 437 462 48] 480 474

Public, totaleseeeeveavascescoccencascscnssscossnsseedOesss 1,269 1,227 ri,366 ri,413 ri,417 1,375
Nonresidential building.... AP [« T 374 350 " r380 r389 r379 371
Military facilitieS.cieeceeceaosssoscssssscscscesesdOiaes 136 136 ri135 ri39 ri39 143
HighWaY..eeeossesscascasssvessescsscsacscaceasccsselOeaas 533 524 575 600 615 585

New construction (seasonally adjusted), total...ceeeeoedOcens 3,623 3,598 r3,726 r3,714 r3,693 3,661

Private, totaleiesecccecssecossscscssccccsans P [ 2,629 2,59 r2,620 r2,608 r2,587 2,537
Residential (nonfarm)...eceeeecocsoocsscssoscssesesdOuees 1,422 1,375 ri,302 ri,289 ri,277 1,227
Nonresidentia! building, total 2/.cciieecivccscccecl0cans 679 685 r759 r758 r750 752
Farm construction..ccesecescsccccsccoccsssscscssoeelOucas 132 132 125 124 123 122
Public utilityeeeeeeescsoocecosssssocsasssosssncseedOenas 384 391 424 426 425 423

Public, totalesccecececeecccssanssssensersnssessnssesdOnens 994 1,004 r1,106 ri,106 rl,106 1,124
Nonresidential buildingeeeseeecessessssecassscoceecdOnass 339 326 r339 r344 r345 347

Construction cost index:
Department of Commerce compoSite..cecececessss947-49=100,, 126.3 126.4 131.3 132,11 132,2 cessescsns
DOMESTIC TRADE
All retail stores: ’ .

Estimeted sales (unadjusted), total 3/........mil. of dol., 15,905 15,824 ri5,527 16,335 r15,730 16,321

Durable-goods stores:
Automotive group.eeesececscccssscsssescsesscsscascelOeans 3,367 2,964 3,066 3,110 r2,676 2,806
Furniture and appliance groupe..c.ooccecccascssselOoses 822 909 846 900 r860 954
Nondurab le-goods stores:
Apparel groUpe.eceecssscesscccasscccsesessasssncessdOies 910 974 768 863 ro8l 1,000
Drug and proprietary storeS....eeeeescecceccceseslOecss 425 437 464 475 r465 485
Eating and drinking placeS.csececeececescssscssesldOnnns 1,220 1,204 1,306 1,333 ri,240 1,240
FOOd QroUPssscseeressssssascsscscescsssacssscseeelOians 3,766 3,705 3,772 3,988 r3,896 3,851
Gasoline service stationS eesececeeccccccssocseeelOunes 1,049 1,083 1,239 1,253 ri,i8l 1,201
General-merchandiSe grouP.escecececcccsccsssceseeldOeess 1,674 1,807 1,414 1,663 ri,699 1,823

Estimated inventories:

Unadjusted, total.cecessececsccssseecccsanccsessoesdOonsss 23,300 23,890 23,300 23,540 23,540 cesecssnns
DUrab ie=go0dS STOreS..eecesscscsssascsscsccsssseslOeans 10,390 10,300 10,650 10,400 10,030
Nondurab le=goods StOreS..eeeeceeccsscssccsesesssslOeans 12,910 13,500 12,650 13,140 13,510

Adjusted, t0taliesceveccccescscesacososssncssnssseslOnuas 23,230 23,290 23,800 r23,750 23,430
Durable-goods STOreS...eeeececssseccecscesesceessdOuess 10,720 10,720 10,650 10,470 10,260
Nondurab le-goods StoreS..ceeececcsesccccsccsceseslOnrns 12,510 12,570 13, 150 ri3,280 13,170

Firms with )| or more stores, estimated sales:

Unad justedeeeeeeeeeecreccsoccsccscocscecsssacsssceslOenan 2,896 2,949 2,770 3,052 3,009 svsscaccss
Adjusted.cceeeeesesscescsccosscsscsssasccscsanssseedOiens 2,875 2,820 3,019 r3,075 3,058 essvescene
Department store sales, United States total: .
Unad justed indeX.ceeeeesessicscsossscassvsaess 947-49=100,, 123 128 101 13 ri3t pi29
Adjusted iNdeX.seseecoseccccsoscsascascssacccecsosaasslOnens 121 122 128 128 ri29 pl23
Wholesale frade:

Sales, estimated (unadjusted), total.....ce...mil. of dol.. 10,730 10,500 10,060 rii,120 10,480 coecsescee
Durable~goods establishmentsS.seeceseeccececcsccsseslOnaas 3,640 3,590 3,500 3,780 3,560 [
Nondurab le-goods establishmentS..cececececcsccceceseslOnaan 7,090 6,910 6,560 r7,350 6,920 eseccccsee

Inventories, estimated (unadjusted), total...ecevevs.doe... 12,180 12,600 12,630 12,830 13,110
Durable-goods establishmentS.eececcecccesscocenseaeadOnans 6,000 6,060 6,590 6,530 6,600
Nondurable~goods establishments...cceeeesececscese.doL.ss 6,180 6,540 6,040 6,300 6,510

EMPLOYMENT AND WAGES
Labor force (Bureau of the Census):

Civilian 1abor forCe.ieesesesessesnrsacsssssesasssthousands,, 66,882 67,292 69,489 68,947 68,069 68,082

EMplOYedessneecssecccsscsccccocscsccscaconscscceseesdOeess 64,733 65, 161 66,655 66,752 66,071 66,174
Agricultural employment...ccccoccesceocecsscssesedOuees 7,875 7,905 7,700 7,265 7,388 7,173
Nonagricultural employment....ccoeeceesccccecsceselOurs. 56,858 57,256 58,955 59,487 58,683 59,000

UNBmp lOYE0eeeceaessesosssroscrossseasssssssossssssssslOunaas 2,149 2,131 2,833 2,195 1,998 1,909

Emp loyees in nonagricultural establishments:

Total, unadjusted (U. S. Department of Labor)..eeeesed0eese 50,992 51,125 50,896 r51,88l r52,183 p52,370
ManufacturingeesececcecesccescsvecasanesscsscacssseslOnans 16,919 17,006 16,291 ri17,034 r17,079 pl7,184
(LI, - P eedoia., 784 778 746 r817 r8l6 p8l2
Contract construction..eeeeccesceas vodoa... 3,094 3,031 3,270 r3,353 r3,335 p3,282
Transportation and public utilities.eiveeeeeecceeeeadOoons 4,148 4,121 4,148 ra,178 ra4,178 pa, 171
Wholesale and retail trade.eeeceecscescceccsaceeeasdoeess 10,902 10,990 11,015 ri1,047 ril, 138 pll,259
Finance, insurance, and real estate,.ceeceecacseseedOioes 2,248 2,241 2,342 r2,355 r2,323 p2,309
Service and miscellaneouUS.ceeeceecescsoccsessscacesdOoans 5,971 5,915 6,137 6,137 6,104 p6,039
GOVErnMmeNnt ., ueeeossecocosossacsosssscsasscssssssssosslOnans 6,926 7,043 6,947 r6,960 r7,210 p7,314

Production workers in manufacturing industries:

TotaleeeseococoscacsscosocessesacssosscsscssconcassoselOnsas 13,365 13,440 12,514 ri3,245 ri3,299 pi3,387

Durab le-goods indUSTrieS..ieeeeceeesoccscasosccscssdOouas 7,612 7,721 7,081 r7,541 r7,567 p7,701
Ordnance and 8CCESSOr i€SsecesocsossnsosssssscscsclOaaas 91 89 82 r8o 80 p8O
Lumber and wood products (except furniture)......d0.e.. 715 705 688 r700 687 p678
Furniture and fixtureS,.cseeecesocossocsccsonscselOuens 323 327 304 r316 r322 p323
Stone, clay, and gl18ss producCtS..cceoeeceococeesel0uucs 482 48} 473 ra4g82 ra76 p48so
Primary metal industries......... 1,118 1,118 743 ri,091 rl,120 pl,128
Fabricated metal products..cce.ns 912 r922 825 864 r8s7 po07
Machinery (except slectrical). . coveecosccoescocselOsase 1,162 1,206 1,254 ri,257 ri,26i pi,267
Electrical machinery..coeesecocecscsssssscocasasedoues 845 880 854 rg78 rg92 po0°
Transportation equipmenteesscceoceccesscsoocossseldOeans 1,324 1,344 1,250 1,235 ri,190 pl,267
tnstruments and related productS..ececccescoscceelCanne 227 230 229 233 r236 p239

Nondurab le-goods industries..cecess Y s [« TP 5,753 5,719 5,433 r5,704 r5,732 p5,686
Food and kindred productS.eecessescossescescssesedOeens 1,255 1,200 1,158 rl1,276 ri,292 pt,227
Eﬂgbacco ManUfaCtUreSeceececssccccocscecesscosncecsdOoees 118 118 77 ri103 rilo pl08

Digitized for FRAS
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continuved

1955 1956
ITEM
September October July August September October
EMPLOYMENT AND WAGES - Continued
Production workers in manufacturing industries - Continued
Nondurab le-goods industries - Continued
Textile-mill products..ccccccssscacscsesssssthousands, . 989 992 922 r950 r950 p954.
Apparei and other finished textile products......d0.... 1,100 1,108 1,020 r1,082 1,078 pl,090
Paper and allied productS..cccocscccoccoscoscceoc@0oacs 463 465 461 r469 r47! pa7il
Printing, publishing, and a!lied productS.ccceesed0co.e 537 542 544 550 r554 p55¢
Chemicals and allied productS..cccocccecescscscecd0socs 551 555 544 r549 553 p555
Products of petroleum and codliceesccccscsssccssel0s0as 175 173 170 ri78 ri77 pi75
Rubber products.ccccssccoscccsccsscosscsoescscsoeslOscon 221 224 208 r2ii r217 p2is
Leather and leather productsS...ceccscocccoccccseolfosas 344 342 330 r338 331 p33i
Manufacturing production-worker indexes:
Employment: Unadjusted.s.ccocesoovoccscscoscssl 947=49=100, ., 108, | 108.7 101,2 107, 1 r107.5 pl08.2
AdjustedocccosoosnoooscscoccossessssocesdOooon 106,2 107, 1 102,.6 r106.0 r105,5 pl06.7
Payroiis, unadjustedecoccsccccacoosososocoocosccosasaalOoaan i58.6 161,14 i51.0 ri6i .4 r165.3 pl67.7
Hours and earnings:

Average weekly hours per worker, al! manufacturing..hours,, 40,9 41,1 rd0, 1| r40,3 r40,7 p40.6
Durabie~goods indusTries..coococsccocacsoonccossosalOosans 41,5 41,7 r40.7 r40,.8 rai.é pai.é
Nondurab le=goods industries..eeccsccoasscosccocoocelOooes 40,1 40,3 r39.4 r39,6 39,7 p39,.6

Average weekly earnings, all manufacturing........dollars,, 77.7¢% 78,50 r79,00 r79,79 r8i,40 p82,.01
Durabie~goods industries....cocecscsecoccssccacoosalOonon 84,66 85,07 r84,25 r85,68 88,18 p89,01
Nondurab fe-goods industries...cccscosccssoscccccooolOescs 68,97 69,32 r71,.714 r71.68 72,25 p72.47

Average hourly earnings, all manufacturingecoccscocoesd0coos 1,90 1,91 1,97 1,98 2,00 p2,02
Durab le~goods industrieS.cceoeccscocsccscsccescsceclOooos 2,04 2,04 2,07 2,10 2,13 p2, 15
Nondurab le-goods Industries...ccscceccccsccoscsoosalsooo .72 1,72 1.82 1.81 1.82 pl.83

ELECTRIC POWER
Electric power; production, totaleocscecsoccoMile OFf kWe=hr., 53,170 54,566 55,229 58,576 55,649 coeosebans
Electric utilities.c.covcoscccocscsscacocscccesscseaslOeoas 46,326 47,405 49,451 52,194 48,819 | <iocecenss
Industrial establishments.ccecccoccecoococscsosossccalOcoss 6,844 7,161 5,778 6,382 6,830 | coovocscon
LUMBER AND MANUFACTURES
Lumber (National Lumber Manufacturers Association):

Production, tot@l.ccoceosccosccoooccsscsocso Mil, Of bdoft., 3,544 3,432 3,067 3,537 3,187 | ccocsocscse
SOFIWOOUS 0o soososoooocoocscoocssossosncsosssscsosselbeoso 2,873 2,729 2,434 2,880 2,489 | ci00se0s00

Shipments, total.cccovceccococcccccsoscsccvoosccososelOasos 3,471 3,374 2,949 3,262 | 2,871 e0ccececss
SOftWOOGS e eococcsaosossoccscoscscssacasasvcocccsoalOonas 2,759 2,619 2,438 2,707 2,300 | seccediooo

Stocks, gross (mill and concentration yards)..ceeeesedOe.o. 8,512 8,569 8,716 8,991 9,247 | cocscsesss
SOfHWOO0dS e ceoeccocsoccacoscocsssaccosssoccscsoccoselBoses 5,048 5,158 5,388 5,561 5,730 | cececcocoo

METALS AND MANUFACTURES
Industrial trucks (electric), shipments:
Hand (motorized)..ecececcecces cesecssssssscssssnUmMbEr,, 670 650 682 554 577 | ccecevccse
Rider typee.seesocacsscccccccascassscescoacscsosssasalOoncs 441 1 449 512 374 A2 | oicesocees
Industrial trucks and tractors (gasoline-powered), ship-
MENTSeieoeecasscscssascscancssscnsscascsssosconschUmber,, 2,463 2,569 2,725 2,137 2,141 | ciececcens
TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT
Motor vehicles, factory sales, t0t@leciscssecccssssassnumber,, 559,962 601,256 r522,018 503,276 275,555 | cevcececne

Coaches, totalesecescesoscccoccscas soesacssessdo.... 223 469 307 429 368 | ceccecccss
DomestiCeeseacsscosscsosssaocsss seecvcsceseselOiias 198 385 220 397 364 | cooecccnss

Passenger cars, total.cceccecosoceccacccsccosccascosssdOusas 467,845 505, 177 440,980 417,020 203,888 | cevecsssce
DOmestiCe . cocccccsscsccccscoccoccsasesnvosssscansaesdOenas 459,073 491,893 429,813 410, 164 202,159 | ceeescconn

Trucks, total...civeoeseeceesavoesacecnascscocsscoecedOiaans 91,894 95,610 r80,731 85,827 71,299 | .oecencnne
DOMeSTiC.e.ceoaosacssoerosnsecasoonusosvsoocssssseeldOeres 76,851 81,390 r63,044 68,809 56,852 | siceccocns

£/ Revised, p/ Preliminary,
3%, 12
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