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2 WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS®

1955 1956
ITEM -
Oct. 22 oct. 29 Oct, 6 Oct, 13 Oct. 20 oct, 27
Commodity prices, wholesale:
All commoditieSccescccssccscsccssssssecccscses947-49=100,, ssscsces *i{1.6 115.2 115,0 115.2 15,0
ecsossssseedOeoce escesses *86,8 88.9 88. 1| 88.3 88.2
Foods, processed,.. secescssocessoesasconsssscesl0ecae ceccoess *100,2 104, 1 103,3 103.6 103,14
All otherceecceeccessccssosccsccsosscscoscssssscscsseslOncas cecssses *119.0 22,9 123,0 123,11 123.,0
22 commodities 2/ceeeccccococsscosccosscsosscscsssscoslOoces 89.5 88.5 91,1 90,6 90.7 90,1
Department store S@leS.eecececcsscscsccossvosssscsascsselOoses 133 126 127 i34 129 cesesess
tnsured unempioyment, 10ta8lecicccssssccccscaconsesansssthoOUS,s 861 862 949 936 cessssse cevsesee
State Programs.ecececcesscccccsscscecsssscocsssasaseelOnnane 781 781 874 862
Finance:
Currency in circulation 3/.ceeecieecerssscsssemii, of dol., 30,621 30,498 30,767 30,880 30,953 30,864
Federal Reserve bank credit outstanding, total 3/....do.... 26, 169 25,747 25,593 25,707 25,810 25,866
Member bank reserve batances 3/.....ccvecccscesccascssd0cccs 19,119 18,891 18,935 18,929 18,890 19,137
Excess reserves, estimated 3/..cco0eccesccsceccscscslOesns 625 458 517 597 571 596
Federal Reserve reporting member banks in leading cities:4/
Demand deposits, adjusted..ccececcsccscssssomil, of dol., 56,293 57,066 54,915 55,289 55,623 esoscsse
Time deposits, except U. S. Government...ceceeeeees@00cae 21,676 21,700 22,040 22,043 22,029 sesasese
Loans and investments (adjusted), total.ccceccccseedOanes 85,542 85,571 85,655 85,338 86,066 cescosce
U. S. Government obligationS,..cesseeesocccccscesalOness 30,941 30,922 25,979 25,732 26,392 esscesee
Commercial, industrial, and agr. loans (gross)...do.... 25,082 25,124 29,849 29,833 29,836 eessscee
Real=estate 10anS (QrosSS).eceecccccsccscccoceccesl0uras 8,040 8,049 8,794 8,815 8,834 cecsones
Failures, industrial and commercialecececcccesesesnumber,, 239 230 253 259 254 267
Bond yields, domestic corporate (Moody's) 3/......percent., 3.30 3.30 3,79 3.80 3.81 3.83
Stock prices, 480 stocks (Stand.& Poor's) 4/..1935-39=100.. 305.5 307,0 337.14 340.2 337.9 336.0
tndustrials, 420 StOCKS.eeeeecsccccececssnsccscesselOeans 349,4 351.0 393.9 398.3 394.6 392.4
Production:
Bituminous coal 3/.cceeeeeciccccessssthous, of short tons., 1,629 1,665 1,735 1,705 1,747 ceesscae
Electric power, by utilitieS.ceceececcceccssmil, Of kWwoe=hr,, 10,644 10,659 11,342 11,300 11,333 esessces
Passenger cars and trucks (Ward's).ecesececsccesessosnumber,, 163,816 182,581 79,277 91,203 110,208 134,184
Petroleum (crude) and condensate 3/.........thous, of bbl.. 6,753 6,750 7,022 6,993 6,997 essscace
Steel 5/.vccesesscacsacssscessssessssthous, of short tons.. 2,386 2,413 2,506 2,483 2,495 2,491
Percent of capacity 5/.cccee cesecessscsssvccsscessnen #98.9 #100,0 101.8 100.9 101.4 101.2
Freight carloadings, total 6/... veseseeeethous, of cars,. 829 835 815 823 829 cscecace
MiSCe !l laNeO0US,.cesceasscsccccssccsscccscssscsssssssceelOoeae 416 417 391 399 401 essecsce

1/ Data do not always cover calendar weeks. 2/ Tuesday prices, 3/ Daily average. 4/ Wednesday data. 5/ Week beginning October 29, 1956:
Production, 2,486 thous. short tons; operating rate, 101.0 percent. 6/ Data for 1956 adjusted to revised classification of class | railroads.
* Monthly index for October 1955, # Not comparable with 1956 rates which are based on higher capacity.

MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS

1955 1956
ITEM
August September June July August September
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS
Industrial and commercial failures:

Failures, totaleseceesscsccsscscecscsscsnsssensaasanumber,, 888 822 1,105 1,018 1,101 932
Commercial ServiCesicesecssesecssecsscoscecsscncsseceelOeaas 59 75 93 87 95 72
ConsTructionesescecseveesssscessscscassacnsccssasseslOuaas 134 it 163 141 146 146
Manufacturing and Mmining.seeccocecseccsesecsscecccssselOncas 158 168 183 165 195 140
Retail frade..ccseeccecsceccerecsacecsssccencecncesdoiass 430 366 551 540 567 489
Wholesale Trade,ccceseccccsccoccececscecscsveccassesdOnsns 107 99 115 85 98 85

Liabilities (current), totalieeccesscaeasasthous, of dol.. 36,028 33,120 43,013 48,689 55,040 39,313
Commercial ServiCeseeseecececseccssoascsesscsososeelOnans 1,987 2,666 3,588 7,442 4,127 2,058
ConstructioneeeeeeeessscesscececssscscsscscsnsecnesldOeass 9,663 4,256 8,598 7,488 7,507 7,840
Manufacturing and mininge.cecesseseccscccssescesseslOeaas 10, 102 10,798 10,684 9,005 17,828 9,539
Retail 1rade..cceeeesssceccsccscscseccoscosssscsccealdOneas 10,024 8,253 12,812 11,945 14,772 15,656
Wholesale 1rade.cceecececcecsosssccorsssccssessscsseldOeees 4,252 7,147 7,331 12,809 10,806 4,220

COMMODITY PRICES
‘Consumer price index, all itemS,.ceecececscseeass 1947-49=100,. 114.5 114,9 116.,2 117.0 116.8 /17,1

APPArel,ceeeessceccasasocsaceessssssecasscccsscassasclOoens 103,.4 104,6 104,8 105.3 105.5 106.5

FOOGeeueasoocossnncsasccssccecncscsaccssansncsscnoassedOuass .2 111.6 113,2 114.8 3.1 i13.1
Dairy productSeeecececcceccscoceccccoccsccssacssssaaldOnses 105,7 106.5 107.7 108,7 109,2 109.8
Fruits and vegetableS.ceceecesceccessccoccnccccacealOnsns 1.3 110,2 131.4 135.2 120.7 14,8
Meats, poultry, and fish..eeeseevecceavececrcceeneedOonas 102.9 103.5 98.0 99,3 99.9 101.3

HOUSlng.........:.:................. vesesvecaseceealOrens 120.0 120.4 121.4 121.8 122.,2 122.5
Gas and electricityeueeensecrocesesenecsncscocaneeado,... 110.8 11.2 L7 1.7 1z, 112,2
Housefurnishings..ceeeeeeeiscseiesianiisrenennnns, do.. .. 103.2 103.6 102.8 102.8 102.6 103.3

Mpl;?:;.l.E;;;.............. B Y . [« T 130.5 130.5 132.5 133,2 133.2 133.4
4 D SO 128,0 128.2 132.0 132.7 133,3 134.0

Personal CBI'CerenserasssossasssrsssassncsnnnseasencealOns,s 115.¢ 116.6 19,9 120, 1 120,3 120.5

Reading and.recreafion................... PPN [ A 106.3 106.7 107.6 107.7 107.9 l08'4

Transportation.cveeeeeceseessesscccsccccscasoseenseeelOnens 125.4 125.3 126,8 127.7 128.5 028'6

Other g00dS nd SErVICES.uuernrenenssnnssessnssrssesdonss 120.4 120.6 121.8 122.2 122.) 1227

Purchasing power of the dollar as measured by-- ‘ ¢

gholesale PriCeSeesecesecercecesaccncseasanss.1947-49=100.. 90,2 89,5 87.6 87.7 r87.2 2/86,7

onsumer prices... Y . [ 87.3 87.0 86. | 85.5 85.6 2/85.4
Retail food PriceS..ceescecrecssscracssscsasscococerelOuasns 89,9 89.6 88,3 7,1 88.4 '2/88.4

Digitized for Fgy/\Revised, 1/ Index based on 1935-39=100 is 195.8. 2/ Indexes based on 1935-39=100 are as follows:
http://fraser4gidyidonsongr prices, 51.1; retail food, 43,8,
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

Measured by--wholesale prices,



MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued

1955 1956
I TEM
August September June July August September
COMMODITY PRICES = Continued
Wholesale prices of selected commodities:

Wheat flour, short patents (Minn,)..dol. per 100 Ib, sack., 6, 150 6,225 6,195 6,310 r6.,040 p6.045

Calves, vealers (Chic@g0)esscosescesssscssdol, per 100 ib,, 23,00 24,00 22,50 22.50 23,50 p21,00

Lumber :

Douglas fir,const,,No, |, 2" x 4", R.L..dol.per M bd.ft,. 89,173 89,320 89.174 88,206 r86.773 p85.081
Southern pine, boards, No.2, com,, 1" x 6", R, Leeed0Oeses 78,922 80, 155 81.891 82,425 r8l.884 p81.884
Ponderosa pine, boards, No. 3, common, I" x 8",,,..d0.... 80,76 80,74 82,21 79.80 r77.39 p77.39

Pig iron:

Basic (furnace)escscccesccsecceeccansasssdol, per long ton., 58.50 58,50 60,00 60.00 62,50 p62,50
Foundry, No. 2, Northern.seecssssosssssesssssscsceedOaeses 59.00 59.00 60,50 63,00 62,00 p63.00
Cdomal o
DITUT I .
Structural shapes (carbon), f,o.b. mill,....dol. per Ib.. .0487 .0487 .0487 .0487 «0527 p.0527
Scrap, No,|,heavy melting (Pittsburgh).dol.per long ton.. 44,50 43,50 44,50 44,50 54,00 p58.50
Coal, bituminous: .
Screenings, indust, use, f.o.b, car at mine
dol. per short ton.. 4,430 4,737 5.057 5,051 r5,083 p5.088
Large domestic sizes, f,o,b, car at minG.csescecceedOoese 6.738 7.104 6,735 6,795 r6,987 p7.129
Gasoline, regular grade (New York)..eeeeeese.dol. per gal.. .125 .125 .125 .125 .25 p.125
Petroleum, crude (Oklahoma-Kansas). at wells.dol, per bbl,. 2.82 2.82 2.82 2.82 2.82 p2.82
DOMESTIC TRADE
Printers' ink advertising index, adjusted:

Combined IndeXe..eeeeesssescsesssscseveccecass 947-49=100,, 190 187 192 204 214 cecrcons
BUSiNESS PAPErS.cecescssccscccsssscsasarsessscscssseeldOeans 177 182 181 184 182 cosvcsee
MBG2ZINESevessseesrsrsacssccsccncssncscsassccassesedOenns 149 149 152 161 160 cessesen
NeWSPBPErSeaesacesccsrssesscsssessssnssscsscssscsseslOeanse 199 188 183 202 207 cevccsse
OUTAOOr caeessseeasnssssascscscasssssscsessanssssssssedOneas 144 173 157 152 155 eoeseses
Radio (network)... 46 41 38 33 42 essscsee
Television (network).ceeeseccecccscsccaneess 1950-52=100.. 316 312 357 392 447 cessssee

CHEMICALS AND ALLIED PRODUCTS
Organic chemicale, preduc+inn
'Aceflc acid (snythetic and natural)..........thous, of Ib., 44,647 47,421 46,410 44,480 47,922 ceccsces

Acetic anNhydride..eecescseccccencecsssosess 69,499 66,299 74,232 73,797 72,202

Acetylsalicylic acid (aspirin) 912 716 1,731 1,271 1,046

Creosote Oileeesesssesicsnesanssnacsssessss.thous, of gal,. 11,567 9,807 10,837 1/5,370 9,160

DDTeeeeeecocacecesacsccsaseesscscacasseasasssesthous, of Ib,, 11,277 10, 190 12,100 11,927 12,138 cessssce

Ethyl acetate (85%)..................................do.... 7,726 7,765 5,398 6,736 8,11 ceeveses

Ethylene glYCOleeeeeeeceoesssosococsososcassocascssselOeeas 86,963 84,885 85,686 72,263 84,495 escscsee

Formaldehyde (37% HCHO) cceveesencesoscasssncoasenceaedOians 93,912 97,092 112,656 86, 139 108,512 ecescece

Methanol : '

Natural (100%).ceeecccocncscscssscsceneaesthous, of gal.. 187 190 194 200 196 ssscesce

Synthetic (100%)ceeeesccosseccssarcassccoscssssessslOnaas 17,465 17,590 19,386 19,054 19,720 cecsssee

Phthalic anhydrideeeeseecscscsssscacssesssasosthous, of Ib,. 29,735 30,414 22,919 ‘24,965 24,143 PP
Synthetic plastics and resin materials, production:

Cellulose acetate and mixed ester plastics:

Sheets, rods, and tubeS,.cceeseescesesssesotThous, of Ib.. 3,390 4,012 4,055 2,355 3,814 eescecse
Molding and extrusion materials...ecceececeseccscceesdOuaas 7,681 8,728 7,254 5,872 7,395 cescocee

Nitrocellulose sheets, rods, and tubeS.ceseccscsceceeldOeaes 413 396 487 344 443 esecsces

Other cellulose plastiCSeeeiceecescsscasescsoncasseeelOuesa 332 430 407 370 554 vessesee

Phenolic and other tar acid resinS.ceceevecccesssceeedOeees 39,087 42,221 40,607 31,207 37,826 eccccces

POlYStYrene..cueeecessesesscscceceacscssccasencnccseelOnaens 41,144 50,304 44,023 41,277 44,288 sevensee

Urea and melamine resinS.ceeecescscecsscesssccaseseeelOunas 22,416 24,280 25,083 15,901 21,171 cocveces

Vinyl resinS..ceececcescsesscccssssssossscscscsssasceedOnuas 57,022 60,968 54,796 49,751 57,051 cecssese

AlKYd resinS.cieceeeeioesesccccasanssscsssassosscrssesdOuons 35,886 36,700 29,643 25,730 30,421 ceresses

Rosin modificationSeeeesseceecessccececescrcccscccceslOoese 10,767 12, 148 10,544 8,729 1,24 cescenee

FOODSTUFFS .
Corn, grindings, wet processS..ccesesscseesessso.thous, of bu,. 12,541 11,358 11,099 11,391 12,694 11,473
Meats, production, total..... wee.mil, of Ib,. 1,897 1,977 1,865 1,853 1,883 1,832

Beef and vedl.ceueeceracsacsccsnveessaseasssssthous, of Ib,, 1,032,932 1,021,504 1,001,765 1,020,822 1,025,995 93Il|20

Lamb and muttOon.eeteeceeeasscocsosscscsssssncscccacsedOosns 54,343 58,742 46,211 50,571 55,246 50,991

Pork, including lard..eeeeeecesssssssasssecoesssescesdOnsss 809,765 896,472 817,521 781,561 801,478 849,556
Y. [ T 149,419 159,349 159,086 149,603 150,261 154,242

Coffee, visible supply, United States........thous. of bags.. 527 521 872 981 891 1,063
LEATHER AND PRODUCTS
Leather production:

Calf and kipieseeetoceescosnseasersessansssthous, of skins,, 871 827 644 496 668 cevsscas

Cattle hideesceceseeeessavacsessssaaasessathous, of hides,, 2,210 2,158 2,076 1,731 2,228 | ceevnann

Goat and Kideeeeeeseseoesceconsocassneassssthous, of skins,. 2,000 2,001 2,061 1,797 2,018 sesscses

Sheep and lambecieeeeeesssaoscccosasssscaareessascaselOnass 2,560 2,130 2,109 1,777 2,578 esecoses

Shoes and slippers, production, total.......thous, of pairs.. 54,115 50,610 44,416 42,158 54,647 44,569
Shoes, sandals, and play shoes, exc.athletic, total,.do.... 46,691 42,767 38,751 36,856 46,469 37,189
9,316 9,127 8,091 7,518 9,819 8,169

Youths® and boyS'eeeeeeenon. veeeelOuuns 1,997 1,857 1,561 1,567 1,968 1,622
WOMEN"SeeeeesseesecsosssscsasavascasssscsccssosaseselOnaaa 26,246 23,622 21,495 20,889 25,600 19,731
Misses' and children’s..iiiiceereeeecsccoccescacsecelOuans 6,074 5,223 5,056 »700 6,130 5,029
Infants® and babies'c.eueiiieeieerscccossceascosecedOnsne 3,058 2,938 2,548 2,182 2,952 2,638

Slippers for hoUSEWear..ccoeeescsccsccssccscesssssceelOnaas 6,461 7,245 4,987 4,573 7,252 6,660

AthletiCesesceossesccosesecsccccocoscssscosonssssccealOosns 386 388 457 356 528 476

Other fOOTWEBIssoeeeceococsoscoocccoccscococcsocscocceelOoaos 577 2i0 223 73 398 244

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser stic/sReYisede 2/ Preliminary, 1/ Incomplete;

Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

see note on corresponding item in the October 1956 Survey,



4 MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued

1955 1956
ITEM
August September June July August September
METALS AND MANUFACTURES
Machine tools (metal-cutting types):
New orders (net), tot@l.cccocoocoooccscoccoscooMil, Of dolos 62,05 58,35 61,85 61,90 r87.50 p79.55
DomestiCeocococoococscsscosccsccssssosssssoscscssoolOecss 54,35 53,40 55,65 55,25 r78.25 p69,90
Shipments, toT@licocococcocccosccooscocoscosoosscesoclOeosa 48,65 57.80 76,25 65,15 75. 10 p71.15
DomestiCesocaccccosoocoscssocsccocssosscsoccssncseelOeaos 44,00 51.10 69,55 60.70 ré9,00 p65.40
Estimated backiogesceocosscsccnccoacoscacscaccaacasmonths,, 5.6 5.6 7.8 7.8 7.7 p7.7
Vacuum cleaners, standard type, sales billed......thousands,. 252,7 306.5 248.3 259.8 276.9 320.3
Washers, domestic, SaleSccceccocccoocccccoccsccsscsossalOecas 403.8 414,9 340,2 380,2 373.9 402.6
Radio sets, production !/.cecececcooccossocococcococasedOssas 930, i §,242,% 1,073.8 566,7 990.8 £,319,2
Television sets (incl. combination), production 1/.cce.d0cc.s 647.9 939,5 553.0 336.9 612,9 894,2
PAPER AND PRINTING
Paper, excluding building paper, newsprint, and paperboard:
Orders, new 2/.ccccocccccosocssass.thous, of short tons,, 949.4 997.6 r854,3 r827.6 855,0 escoscos
Orders, unfilled, end of month 2/.cc0ccceccceceoseclOoaoe 860.8 898.8 r904.0 r915.0 877.0 cesecene
Production.ececcececesscsocccccssscsscccosoccecasesl0osas 950.5 946.8 ri,029.4 r938.1 1,050.0 cccessoo
Shipments 2/.coccecs0cc00000000scscoassscsscocsossod0enoe 91,6 949, 1 r891.5 r794,4 896.0 cecscoos
Stocks, end of month 2/.cceeccocoscenscccsocscsoccolOooac 446.9 446, 1 r399,0 r397.8 398.0 eocssses
Fine paper:
Orders, NeWo.cooccccccccocscscoococcssccccsocscsoseadOoosa 113.5 128.4 129,9 r1i9.0 127.0 60000000
Orders, unfilled, end of MONthsceseseacscsccscsocselOoace 96.2 109.4 143,14 ri43.6 142,0 vesccsce
Production.ccoccocsccccoccscccoscccooscoscsscoososodssoe 116.7 23,5 136.4 ri18,5 143,0 cocscecn
ShipmentS.cocoosscocoscososcossscocecssoccsocsocseselOoccs i18.6 i24.1 i41.4 rilo.l 141.0 cecs0c00
Stocks, end of monthecccosccecccoscsccccccosccsassalOonan 94,7 100.5 98.8 r96.0 87.0 06600000
Printing paper:
Orders, NeW..cececocccscscocsscesssssscccsccscssssslOosse 337.1 338,.2 r362.5 r354,1 351.0 cessesse
Orders, unfilled, end of monthececccsccccsocoscoscelOeace 451.5 435, 1 r531.1 r536.4 514.0 sesescas
ProductionscecccccocsccocsscssosssscosscssosossssselOcoss 329.7 325.2 r357.0 r331.2 371.0 coccoess
ShipmentsS..ccoeccccoccoscsccossossssssscsscossccosselOacos 330,7 323.8 r357.8 r330,9 367.0 | cccecoce
Stocks, end of month.ccceoececcoccsccoocccscsccossalOorco 155.2 156,6 ri59,.1 r159.4 163.0 s0essecs
Coarse paper:
Orders, NeWocooocooococooscossscocossscocosscacssceslOesss 313.9 331.6 r309,7 r300.7 320,0 covesscse
Orders, unfilled, end of MONth..eccecooccocccccocoolOooscs i88.9 223.9 ri8l.9 | rigl.5 i71.0 cecoseco
Productione.cecccecccocossesscsssscssacsssccocsoosslOeacs 311.0 306.9 r336. 1 r295.1 328.0 secccene
Shipments..cceoeccooccccesccsssccssssssocscosssssoslOanss 308.2 305.5 r332,7 r293,8 328.0 esescsos
Stocks, end of monthe.ceeeesecosscsccosccscocccoseelOasoe 93.4 88.7 r90.9 rgg.4 94.0° cecsscee
Newsprint, Canada (including Newfoundiand):
ProductionsceseoseceeccoccssssscoocsscscscscsccocsssalOooas 539.5 503,2 536.4 532.5 570.4 514.0
Shipments from millS..ceeeesaccceocccccsccssassssscealOnsas 534.6 501.6 544,5 543, 1 559.3 528.7
Stocks, at mills, end of month...eecececccasccscssneedOeses 123,6 125.2 132.9 122.2 133,3 118.5
Newsprint, United States: . .
Consumption by publishers..ceceecsssccccasescsccscasaalOeces 384.7 424.8 422.4 388.8 402.5 434.9
Productioneecessscsscccessscsosconns N PPN 136,7 126,7 141,9 138.5 154,3 140.6
Shipments from millSeeeeececssssssasosssssccscoscscnseslOosas i38.9 125.9 144,4 137.3 153.5 141,14
Stocks, end of month: _
At millSeeaceececsscssesossscscscssosccccoscsscccesl0noss 8.4 9.1 6.4 7.7 8.5 8.0
At publishers..cecececcecscccccoscssscssssessscsscelOnsas 404,0 379.7 376.1 449,.8 518.5 513.0
In transit to publishers..eccececcoccccoccossasccceelOoass 81.0 86,2 112,2 102.5 114.0 1.8
STONE, CLAY, AND GLASS PRODUCTS
Glass containers:
Productionecsssscssesscossscsssccssassasssthous, of gross.,. 13,340 11,441 12,606 12,203 13,290 13,162
Shipments.ccesssecscscsccccossossssocasccssscscccncscselOeias 14,525 11,289 11,971 11,150 15,759 10,331
Stocks, end of MONTh,eeeeoessosoassososcoscosccsscoseeldOeees 13,263 13,040 15,917 16,518 13,685 13,162

r/ Revised, p/ Preliminary., 1/ Data for September 1955 and June and September 1956 cover 5 weeks; other months, 4 weeks, 2/ Beginning
1956, excludes estimates for tissue paper,
EEAREN
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