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WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS'

1955 1956
I TEM-
Sept. 17 Sept. 24 Sept. | Sept. 8 Sept. 15 Sept. 22
Commodity prices, wholesale:
All commodities..eeeeeencrencannns ceveeeenen.s 19472492100, cesesees *111.7 cecsssee 114.8 115.1 115.1
Farm produCtS.eeeesseececssssosconsnsssscasannns veeedoo... ceeneens *89,3 eereans 89.2 90.2 90.0
Foods, processeds..cceeeesssccccssvescsssassscssseelOiann ceeennne *101.,5 cesssens 103.6 104.0 1040
ALl Other..ceeeseenceecoooeceececcssncensveosacasesndOeess ceesesae *118.5 veescnens 122.4 122.6 122.6
22 commodities 2/..eeeeeecssccccccccscnsnccscsscensaslOuaas 89.8 89.6 90.4 90.5 91,2 91.9
Department store saleS....iceesvscses [P « [o TP 125 121 128 112 130 esossaces
Insured unemployment, total..eeieass . «.thous,. 965 91l 1,081 1,160 cccesces cesvoscs

Sfate programs...ceecesceseecscecsosscsossssasscecssselOonans 870 824 980 1,058 cescovae coceeecs
Finance:

Currency in circulation 3/.ceeeecescecassesecssmil, of dol., 30,520 30,401 30,618 30,787 30,910 30,810

Federal Reserve bank credit outstanding, total 3/....do.... 25,577 25,613 25,404 25,454 25,934 25,852

Member bank reserve balances 3/.eceecescscssssscccseelOunss 18,750 18,767 18,883 18,800 19,088 19,220
Excess reserves, estimated 3/..c.ccocovcccccencecsalOaacs 608 576 499 449 v 735

Federal Reserve reporting member banks in leading cities:4/

Demand deposits, adjustedesceescescesscseessmil, of dol,. 56,110 56,263 55,381 54,920 55,777 cssecose
Time deposits, except U. S. Government,...eeeeeves.dOe... 21,606 21,640 21,974 21,946 22,046
Loans and investments (adjusted), totalecececsasseedoosss 84,735 84,516 85,541 85,684 85,868 ecosescs
U. S. Government obligationSeeeeseeceeesseceasseesdoiass 30,940 30,546 26,576 26,501 26,545 secveses
Commercial, industrial, and agr. loans (gross)...do.... 24,400 24,570 29,168 29,355 29,554 esceence
Real-estate 108NS (GroSS).eececeseescssocessceeselOuass 8,188 8,216 8,738 8,747 8,775 coesceos

Failures, industrial and commercialesceeceseecsssssnumber,, 191 171 237 196 203 171

Bond yields, domestic corporate (Moody's) 3/......percent.. 3.31 3.31 3.68 3.71 3.74 3,76

Stock prices, 480 stocks (Stand.d Poor's) 4/..1935-39=100.. | 325.8 328.0 348.9 353,3 346,4 339,7
Industrials, 420 5TOCKSeesescvsensescosssssssscsseadOrens 374.0 377.1 407.6 413.6 405.3 © 396.5

Production:

Bituminous coal 3/.ceeecevscasecasssatbous, of short tons., 1,653 1,586 1,665 1,746 1,775 ecsccocse

Electric power, by utilities.cececccrsncenamil, of kw.=hr.. 10,623 10,756. 11,565 10,955 11,339 csssenes

Passenger cars and trucks (Ward's). vesseess number,, 143,61 | 147,195 76,938 62,426 84,426 55,168

Petroleum (crude) and condensate 3/.........thous, of bbl.. 6,684 6,671 7,108 ’ 7,049 ceceeses

Steel 5/.veeceseccsccssisasssassseessThous. of short tons.. 2,309 2,320 2,389 2,429 2,477 2,477
Percent of CBpacity 5/.ccecescececcccsscosssssecsssscnncns #95.7 #96. | 97.0 98.7 100.6 100.6

Freight carloadings, tofal 6/.eesasssaeseessThous, of cars.. 702 817 784 680 821 ceaseans

MiSCE ! 1aNEOUS, s uesossanssosssssessossassnsesassscaesdOuaas| 337 399 386 330 392 o eeeeeeee

1/ Data do ngf always cover calendar weeks., 2/ Tuesday prices. 3/ Daily average., 4/ Wednesday data., 5/ Week beginning September 24,
1956: Production, 2,466 thous. short tons; operating rate, 100.2 percent.. 6/ Data for 1956 adjusted to revised classification of class |
railroads, * Monthly index for September 1955, # Not comparable with 1956 rates which are based on higher capacity.

MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS

1955 1956
I TEM — . . —
July August May June July August
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS
Industrial and commercial fallures:

Failures, Total.iieieiiieseeeseeesceceasoensesesssasnumber,, 861 888 1,164 1,105 1,018 1,101
Commercial service...... cevssensee 68 59 94 93 87 95
ConstructiON. e scsesssssssscocecssscnassecsscecnaseslOacss 102 134 132 163 141 146
Manufacturing and mining..cieeeeeeccscascsccscccesssdoiss 179 158 245 183 165 195
Retail 1rade...esesceccccesscccccccccennscccscesasslOisas 423 430 575 55 540 567
Wholesale 1rade...cceeeesseescsccccescccccansescneeadoo... 89 107 118 15 85 98

Liabilities (current), total.ccevecececess.thous, of -dol.. 32,543 36,028 59,901 43,013 48,689 55,040
Commercial ServiCe...c.eseessccessscsassccscscecsesdOoueas 1,502 1,987 3,619 3,588 7,442 4,127
ConsTructionseeseieieiiecseesassssssocncaasencsosesdonie, 6,289 9,663 8,877 8,598 7,488 7,507
Manufacturing and mining.eeveeeesecseosccecasecsseeedOoans 11,865 10, 102 28,450 10,684 9,005 17,828
Retail trade...eveeessossssscctoscecasasasesceesseadooins 8,605 10,024 13,242 12,812 11,945 14,772
Wholesale 1rade..c.eceieeeessciocccsenncsscaccsaceadoiies 4,282 4,252 5,713 7,331 12,809 10,806

COMMODITY PRICES
Consumer price index, all itemMS..eeceeeeceacesss 1947-49=100., 114.7 114,5 115.4 116.2 117.0 1/116.8

APPArel.sssecccsssscsssceecscsscssssassssesccccsacsesdOices 103.2 103.4 104.8 104.8 105.3 105.5

FOOQeeeeeaansnsocacssssnssnseasccccssssnnsascesnosesslOuias 11241 1.2 111.0 113.2 114.8 113.1
Dairy productsS.ccececcccesccsoccsscccscecccsssscscelOiiis 104.7 105.7 107.5 107.7 108.7 108.2
Fruits and vegetableS..ceeesecececssacecanescncesssdOiane 121.9 113 121.5 131.4 135.2 120.7
Meats, pouliry, and fish.e...eeeeeneeacoennensaspeisdon.., 03,7 102.9 95.5 98.0 99.3 99.9

HOUSTNGeieeneeeseaseeonssescsssscsssccassscccseesassedOiiss 119.9 120,0 120.9 121.4 121.8 122.2
Gas and electricity. 110.8 110.8 1.8 HL7 117 2.1
Housefurnishings....eeeeececececescasccceccccassssedOi,a. 103.6 103.2 102.6 102.8 102.8 102.6
REAT.ceeeeceseecnsssscnsescsssssssacasassasassvencaelOnuas 130.4 130.5_ 132.2. 132.5 133,2 133,2

MediCal Care...cescecscesescssacnsscsscsacsssnscsasesdouaanr| 127.9 128.0 131.9 132.0 132.7 1333

Per'sonal COre.sccceccescecscsncccscssssccacscssassesaslOnaae 115,5 115.8 i119.6 i19.9 i20.1 i2G6.3

Reading and recreation...cececscecessssccccoscncesasadonass 106,3 106.3 108.2 107.6 107.7 107.9

Transportation..ceeceeecsseescccsscscsnansssasecasesedOiaee 125.4 125.4 127. 1 126.8 127.7 128.5

Other goods and servicesS...scescecccccnccssscssssscssel0ecss 120.3 120.4 121.5 121.8 122.2 122.1

Purchasing power of the dollar as measured by—
Wholesale pPriCeS,..eeesevseveccsccecsscancssass |947-49=100,, 90.5 90.2 87.4 87.6 87.7 2/87.3
CoNsSumer. PriceS,..seeeessassssocscncascscssscsssnsssslOicee 87.2 87.3 86.7 86.1 85.5 2/85.6
nrio do fa! 2
Digitized forFFgﬁgﬁ%g{ food PriCeS..vceecevescasesascsvsesoscsscnsceslOiene 89.2 89.9 90.1 88.3 . 87.1 2/88.4

http://fraser.qﬁs‘fgg.ﬁﬂg% 1/ Index based on 1935-39=100 is §95.3.
o n i 23 «8.
Federal Resa@gesiank of L Poues 31.2; retail food, 43.8

2/ indexes based on 1935-39=100 are as foliows:

Measured by—-ﬁholésale prices,



MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Confinued 3
I TEM 1955 1956
July August May June July August
CONSTRUCTION AND REAL ESTATE
Construction contracts awarded, 37 States (F.W.Dodge Corp.):

Total projectS.eescoccesssccsscscsscssassssnscsssssfiumber,, 73,130 64,144 78,801 62,249 56,713 61,271

Total valuatioReiceeeecsssoscsoscsnsssassesssamil, of dol,. 2,272 1,895 2,480 2,198 2,149 2,069
Building, total..cceeeeesaccoecssssssacssssssscsesslOisss 1,852 1,517 1,949 1,620 1,605 1,621

Highway concrete pavement contract awards: 1/

TotaleeeescsseosscsosscsccsssoasssssassasThous, of sq. yd.. 5,787 9,346 8,513 7,679 4,795 8,398
AIrpOrtS,ccvsecosascsoscoocssssacsascsscscasscssacesalOunans 944 288 1,084 720 408 1,486
ROBUS.0uecesascesoscsaccsscscosnssnssccssscsacsssoslOusas 2,237 5,321 3,873 4,149 1,893 3,219
Streets and alleys.ccececccacoscoscsoosascsncocsaselOiass 2,606 3,737 3,557 2,810 2,494 3,693

Construction cost index:
E. H. Boeckh and Associates:
Apartments, hotels, and office buildings:
Brick and concrete..ccccesscocscUe So avg. 1926-29=100,. 266. | 266,7 276.8 278.0 279.6 280.2
Brick and steel....ccececsvoscoccoceccccsnccsccassslOaans 262.0 262.6 272.5 273.7 275.3 275.9
Brick and WOOd,...secscececocsosncascsccassscsssselOuoas 264.3 264.9 275.4 276.1 . 276,7 277.2
Commercial and factory buildings:
Brick and concrete..sesecseesocccccscssscccsscneslOeans 274.0 274.6 285,3 286.6 287.8 288.2
Brick and steel..sessccsocosssscoscsscscsssosssssldOusas 271.9 272.4 282.2 283.5 286.7 287.3
Brick and WOOd...seeseeaccscsansscceasscncscaseesslOiaas 262.3 263,2 273.8 274.6 275.2 275.9
Frame..esesecesasscassoassoscossacsosssossscsssscelOuans 264,5 264.8 275.4 275.9 276.0 276.2
SteeleiieeecscosoosccccoscsooccoosssocooscacsscsoslOoccs 257.5 257.8 266,2 267.5 272.8 273.2
Residences:
= ol 1~ S PP - o JNN 264,9 265.6 276.1 276.8 277.2 277.8
Frame.eceeeeeesecsscoscssasssssassscssccssaassoesldOucss 259.1 259.6 269.9 270.4 270.6 271.0
F INANCE
Bank debits, total (344 centers)..c.cssececec...mil, of dol,, 161,748 167,343 185,584 186,540 181,284 183,819
New YOrk CitY.eeeeseecscssoecnscsessssscccsasssssceseelOuaas 58,904 58,980 69,452 70,733 65,873 . 67,279
6 ofher Centers....ccceesessescsceccscsascsascasscseedOnaas 34,123 35,863 38,766 38,937 38,653 - 38,206
Federal Government finance:
Receipts, total...... eeeveccascsscsssscsssssssccssessdOo.., 3,089 5,848 7,107 pl2,574 3,927 5,959
Receipts, Neteieieeocscatenceaveccassscsassosnseel0ians 2,765 4,734 5,050 pll,576 3,485 4,954
CUSTOMS . sveoeeoossvesssecsssoscsscsssccnasnsasseseeldOises 54 55 63 p57 63 64
Income and employment t8XeS,.ceeeecsscascscsssscsselOuass 1,924 4,459 5,780 pli,256 2,601 4,772
Miscel laneous internal revenue...cceeeeeccccccceceelOians 877 945 1,014 p966 970 1,030
All other receipts.iceceeeceecesesssonsceossesssesadoiaas 234 390 251 p294 292 93

Expenditures, 1ot@licieeeccceensoscossssscocsoncccsssl®isas 5,382 6,225 5,467 p6,783 5,542 5,902
Interest on public debt..ceveecececcecsoscscccecseedOuaas 592 522 561 p608 627 567
Veterans' services and benefitS..eeceeseecccascccoedOuaas 361 428 432 p405 p368 p383
Major national Security.eeeecerecsscescsassocasascedOiaas 3,046 3,583 3,433 p4,316 p2,951 p3,580
All other expenditureS..eeeeeeeececsssoasosesoseseasdOueas 1,383 1,692 1,040 pl,455 pl,595 pl,371

Turnover of demand deposits except interbank and
U. S. Governmnet, annual rate:

NeWw YOrk CitY.eeeeeecssscsasscratio of debits to deposits.. 40,7 38.2 46,0 47.0 45,9 44 .4

6 other Centers.ciiiceeceeoccssessssscsssssssnssescaslOnias 26.6 25.9 28.7 28.9 p29.7 p27.3

337 other reporting centers..c.ceeceessesecscscccnsoelOucas 20.4 19.9 21.7 21.6 p22.4 p21.2

CHEMICALS AND ALLIED PRODUCTS
Organic chemicals, production:

Acetic acid (synthetic and natural)..eeeeee...thous. of Ib.. 43,987 44,647 44,221 46,410 44,480 cecesccne

Acetic anhydride,...eeeecccceecaososscscsccssssssesesdOses 66,359 69,499 77,102 74,232 73,797

Acetyisalicylic acid (aspirin)..ceccessccccacsnccsesedOsass 1,099 912 1,453 1,731 1,271

Creosote Olleceeceeoscoccocssoceccscsasasssathous, of gal,. r8, 189 11,567 10, 165 10,837 sesvesces

DDTueesecososoosssscsasscssccossscasssessssessthous. of Ib., 11,334 11,277 13,712 12, 100 11,927 cvccsnces

Ethyl acetate (B85%).ceccccccecsccocsscsscssscssscaseasdOuaas 7,017 7,726 7,204 5,398 6,736 csesvncae

Ethylene glycol.ceeesesosscescssscsconssscccsssscsssed0uans 82,831 86,963 80,050 85,686 72,263 ceesseene

Formaldehyde (37% HCHO)uoeeeuoosovocoscccsscasssseacslOnass 82,131 93,912 116,444 112,656 86, 139 esevcsces

Methanol:

Natural (100%)eeeeecssssccaceesssasssessasThous, of gal,. 181 187 199 194 200
Synthetic (100%).ceeescssssescscsossccescovoccncsasselOusse 17,463 17,465 17,814 19,386 19,054
Phthalic anhydride...cceeecceesssscaascsssss.thous, of Ib,. 31,582 29,735 24,507 22,919 24,965 ecvcsscnes
Synthetic plastics and resin materials, production:

Cellulose acetate and mixed ester plastics:

Sheets, rods, and tTubeS...eeeececescsesssssthous, of 1b,, 2,283 3,390 3,481 4,055 2,355 ccessesse
Molding and extrusion materials..veecesiccccccasceelOusas 6,271 7.681 7,458 r7,254 5,872 eoescance

Nitrocellulose sheets, rods, and tubes,. PSP« [ PR 260 413 569 487 344 cecsscens

Other cellulose plastiCSeiesesccecsocosnas veesseadoi.. 313 332 489 407 370 seévosene

Phenolic and other tar acid resinS..eeeeeececeesensesdOuaas 30,288 39,087 41,746 r40,607 31,207 ceececees

POlYSTYrene.seseesseeesssancsscseassasonssconssacsnasdOiies 35,749 41,144 50,480 44,023 41,277 cecsccase

Urea and melamine resinS...ee... PP « [o S 17,110 22,416 23,455 r25,083 15,901 esesscese

ViNY! reSinS.eceesseeceseccecssssssssosncsscassssnseslOiane 54,628 57,022 63,977 r54,796 49,751 cesvcsses

AlKYd reSinS.cicececceeonsccasssssccscsacssssossaceselOiaas 31,979 35,886 31,968 r29,643 25,730 cessccses

RoSin MOdificBtioNS.eeeeeeeeeanssesesccesacscsoseseaelOiane 12,303 10,767 11,493 ri0,544 8,729 .| .siieeenee

FOODSTUFFS
Rice, California:

Receipts, domestic, rough......iveeeeeeesses.thous, of Ib,, 89,733 23,349 50,211 35,037 68,841 90,993

Shipments from mills, milled rice.icececscccscassesedOuusns 59,811 43,754 35,691 38,186 31,314 56,065

Stocks, rough and cleaned (cleaned basis), end
Of MONTheeeeeeecocscooscessscaososscsascssscssssseedOiass 49,203 17,510 99,246 65,541 72,683 75,444

r/ Revised. p/Preliminary, 1/ Data for August 1955 and May. and August 1956 are for 5 weeks; other months, 4 weeks.
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4 MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued

1955 1956
ITEM
July August May June July August
FOODSTUFFS - Continued
Livestock:
Cattle and calves:
Receipts, principal markets..ococsssssthous, of animais,. 1,965 2,596 2,124 2,146 2,543 2,686
. Shipments, feeder, to 9 corn-belt States.cccoooccesdOssas 169 1/264 196 201 226 580
Hogs:
Receipts, principal markets...ceeecescscecccosscoactdOoess 1,950 2,519 2,749 2,480 2,485 2,499
Sheep and lambs:
Receipts, principal marketS..oveseccesooccsscsosceadOuaan 1,044 1,288 1,054 1,047 1,184 1,403
Shipments, feeder, to 9 corn-beit States...c.ce0s04d0.00s 147 1/269 121 13 151 361
LEATHER AND PRODUCTS i
Leather production:
Calf and whole Kipecooscooasossossosassessthous., of skins,, 606 871 701 644 496 veessacse
Cattle hide and side kip...s.oss.tThous. of hides and kips.. 1,664 2,210 2,364 2,076 1,731 seesessse
Goat and KideeesossososcoscossasnasaassessThous. of skins,, 1,828 2,000 2,544 2,061 1,797 cecessense
Sheep and [A@MB.ccecacosoocosscasoscssnscsnscssaacasaalOsns 11622 2,560 2,360 r2, 109 1,777 cesccacae
METALS AND MANUFACTURES
Steel forgings (for sale):
Orders, unfilled, total.....cevees...thous, of short tons.. 513.3 547.0 551.3 539.6 546.9
Shipments, total.cesccescosoccscosocoscovoscossscscsalOecas 15,0 134.8 i50.6 143,4 98,5
Drop and upset,ceccoecccccsccscsocscsscscossssnssssdoiies 82,7 99.9 12,0 103.4 76,2
Tin: '
Production, pig, total.cceeececcecocssosssnansss lONg TONS, . 1,147 1,986 2,250 i,214 2/207 coceseson
Imports for consumption:
OFB.ucososecsocsosssocsssneosasancosscssoscassacvssssslOoass 2,116 2,180 1,053 679 1,182 csecsccas
Bars, pigs, @tCeeceseersscosssccssscsossssscsccassslOuisee r5,474 5,520 4,801 4,482 4,577 sesesnces
Consumption, pig, totalececoccecscocccsscscscosocacsolOisas 6,640 7,985 7,615 7,415 4,415 soseseass
Primary.ceceossecssonssccsoescscsssobccsnssosnsaseelOacae 4,520 5,310 5,230 5,045 2,455 csesscens
Exports, incl, reexports (metal).eecescecncnsccacsoastdOuass 4 91 20 97 20 cesesases
Stocks, pig, end of month, TotaleceecrcacsososscsscaclOooas 16,362 16,348 15,411 15,222 16,787 ceovssons
1AdUSTT Y. veeseasoccosocsscooscesscosccosooanccoansealfosas 15,580 15,685 14,785 15,195 16,760 cevsescns
Furnaces, industrial, new orders, net:
Electric processingesceesccecesssssssssssssathous, of dob,. 786 1,348 2,035 2,555 i,089 3,263
Fuel-fired (except for hot rolling steel)..ccoeseeoealOscce 2,981 4,101 1,178 1,432 2,726 2,988
Machine tools (metal-cutting types):
New orders (Ret), totBl.ccosceoscccscssosaseosmil, of dolos 62.20 62,05 87.10 61.85 ré61.90 p87.45
DOMESTi1CevovsasscossscocavsocscsssscsossoscosssssacedOeacs 56.80 54,35 79.45 55,65 r55.25 p78.05
Shipments, total.ceeeeieceoscscocoescesoccsosscsocsscselOeens 45,20 48.65 76.80 76.25 r65.15 p75.10
DOMESTiCivesevossessonsessccssssosocssocssoosssscoalOonca 40.25 44,00 70.50 69,55 rée0.70 p68.95
Estimated backlofeseoeceasoscccocccasossass cassass.MONths,. 5.4 5.6 8.2 7.8 7.8 p7.7
TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT
Railway equipment, American Railway Car institute:
Freight cars:
Shipments, 10t8l.ecicaerceseecscosssscsacosasesss number,, 2,968 5,029 6,723 5,607 5,370 5,525
Equipment manufacturers, total...ccevecvoccessceclOiues 1,954 3,187 4,549 3,318 3,143 2,944
DOmestiCecesccencsosocssscscasscsensassssnseoeelOooas 1,284 1,935 4,493 3,261 3,117 2,783
Railroad shops, domestiCe..cccocesecsccesscoscscelOuane 1,014 1,842 2,174 2,289 2,227 2,581
Passenger cars, equipment manufacturers:
Orders unfilled, end of month, Total,..ccceevacrceedOueas 993 952 740 758 729 681
DOMEStiCaseosocssoscsossescosacscosssocsscsossosslOenas 977 937 720 737 715 672
Shipments, total. [P« fo 39 45 53 40 29 48
DOMESTiCusescoevsssscosssossnsosscsassassosssesssslOuacs 33 42 44 36 22 43

gé ggvised. p/ Preliminary, 1/ Revised to include data for South Dakota. 2/ Production by secondary plants 6Hly.
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