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STATISTICS 
A WEEKLY SUPPLEMENT TO THE SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS 

Available only with subscription to the SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS, at $3.25 annually, this Supplement provides selected 

weekly and monthly data subsequent to those published in the latest monthly SURVEY 
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2 WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS1 

ITEM 
1955 

Sept. 10 Sept. 17 

1956 

Aug. 25 Sept. I Sept. 8 Sept. 

Commodity prices, wholesale: 
A I I commod i t ies 1947-49= 100.. 

Farm products do.... 
Foods, processed do.... 
A11 other do.... 

22 commodities 2/ do.... 
Department store sa I es do.... 
I nsured unemp loyment, tota I thous.. 
State programs do.... 

Finance: 
Currency in circulation 3/ mi I. of do I.. 
Federal Reserve bank credit outstanding, total 3_/... .do.... 
Member bank reserve ba lances 3_/ . do.... 

Excess reserves, estimated 3_/ do.... 
Federal Reserve reporting member banks in leading cities:4_/ 

Demand deposits, adjusted mil. of dol.. 
Time deposits, except U. Se Government do.... 
Loans and investments (adjusted), total do.... 

U. S. Government obligations do.... 
Commercial, industrial, and agr. loans (gross)...do.... 
Real-estate loans (gross) do.... 

Failures, industrial and commercial number.. 
Bond yields, domestic corporate (Moody's) 3/ percent., 
Stock prices, 480 stocks (Stand.& Poor's) 4/..1935-39=100., 

Industrials, 420 stocks do..., 
Production: 

Bituminous coal 3/ thous. of short ton., 
Electric power, by utilities mil. of kw.-hr., 
Passenger cars and trucks (Ward's) number., 
Petroleum (crude) and condensate 3_/ thous. of bbl., 

Steel J5/ thous. of short tons., 
Percent of capacity j>/ 

Freight car loadings, total 6/ thous. of cars., 
M J see I 1 aneous do..., 

89.8 
108 

1,006 
904 

30,436 
25,401 

18,685 
574 

55,555 
2 1,564 
84,150 
30,791 
24,080 
8,135 

205 
3.32 

319.9 
366.7 

1,704 
10,155 
94,978 
6,655 

2,264 
#93.8 

707 
338 

*lll.7 
*89.3 

*I0I.5 
*II8.5 

89.8 
125 
965 
870 

30,520 
25,577 
18,750 

608 

56,I 10 
21,606 
84,735 
30,940 
24,400 
8,188 

191 
3.31 

325.8 
374.0 

1,653 
10,623 

143,61 I 
6,684 

2,309 
#95.7 

702 
337 

90.9 
120 

1,137 
1,030 

30,654 
25,642 
19,117 

655 

55,007 
21,939 
85,857 
26,859 
29,182 
8,737 

215 
3.65 

350.6 
409.6 

1,658 
I 1,340 
88,621 
7,127 

2y359 
95.8 
770 
371 

90.4 

128 
1,083 

30;6I8 
25,404 
18,883 

499 

55,381 
21,974 
85,541 
26,576 
29,168 
8,738 

237 
3t68 

348.9 
407.6 

1,665 
11,565 
76,938 
7,108 

2,389 
97.0 

784 
386 

I 14.8 
89.2 
103.6 
122.4 
90.5 
112 

30,787 
25,454 
18,800 

449 

54,882 
21,946 
85,660 
26,499 
29,342 
8,746 

196 
3.71 

353.3 
413.6 

1,746 
10,955 
62,426 
7,037 

2,429 
98.7 

88 

115. 
90, 
103, 
122, 
91. 

30,910 
25,934 
19,088 

712 

203 
3=74 
346.4 
405.3 

83, I 12 

2,477 
100.6 

J/ Data do not always cover calendar weeks. 2/ Tuesday prices. 3/ Daily average. 47 Wednesday data. j>/ Week beginning September 17, 
1956: Production, 2,452 thous. short tons; operating rate, 99.6 percent. 6/ Data for 1956 adjusted to revised classification of class I 
railroads. * Monthly index for September 1955. # Not comparable with 1956 rates which are based on higher capacity. 

MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS 

ITEM 

GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS 

Industrial production (FRB): 

Metal fabricating (including ordnance). 

Coa 1 

Metal fabricating (including ordnance). 

1947-49=100.. 
do.... 
do.... 
do.... 

do 

........do.... 
do.... 

do.... 
do.... 
do.... 
do.... 

do.... 
do.... 
do.... 
do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 
do.... 

do.... 

do^.. 
do.... 
do.... 

do.... 
do.... 

do.... 

1955 

July 

130 
132 
146 
122 
157 
130 
142 

r!98 
147 

113 
118 
149 
133 

117 
121 
134 
119 
77 
139 

139 
141 
155 
134 
166 
135 
158 
202 

i 3 i 
122 

rl26 
152 
143 

August 

139 
140 
153 
132 
162 
139 
153 
192 
150 

123 
133 
158 
142 

128 
123 
138 
124 
82 
141 

140 
142 
158 
139 
168 
137 
159 
203 

i53 
124 
127 
155 
145 

1956 

May 

141 
142 
157 
144 
167 
130 
167 
190 
164 

116 
125 
162 
140 

127 
133 
137 
130 
85 
149 

141 
143 
157 
141 
167 

' 130 
168 
187 

164 
121 
121 
162 
145 

June 

141 
142 
156 

rl40 
rl66 
132 
165 

rl89 
164 

118 
129 

rl63 
141 

127 
130 

r!42 
r»3l 

84 
148 

141 
rl43 
157 

r!39 
168 
132 
168 

rI90 

i64 
123 
123 

r 161 
r!45 

July 

r!28 
rl29 
r!40 
r61 

rl6l 
r!26 
r!58 
r!87 
rl62 

rl 15 
116 

rl56 
r 135 

118 
125 

rl30 
119 
62 
148 

136 
rl37 
rl48 
r67 

r!70 
r 13! 

! 172 
| r!90 

ri67 
rI23 
123 

rl60 
r!45 

August 

pl4l 
pl42 
pl55 
pl20 
p!68 
p!36 
p!69 
pl86 
pl69 

pl20 
pl28 
pl60 
pl42 

pl29 

pl4l 
p!30 
p87 

pl49 

pl4l 
p!43 
pi 59 
pl27 
pl74 

1 r> I34 

pl76 
p!94 

p!73 
p 121 
pl22 
pl57 
p!45 

j r / Revised, jg/ Prel iminary. 
3*676 
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS—Continued 3 

ITEM 

GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS - Continued 

Industrial production, adjusted index (FRB) - Contini 
Manufactures - Continued 

Printing and publishing...................... 

Consumer durables output (FRB): 

Major household goods... «... 

COMMODITY PRICES 

Retai1 price: 
All commodities (U.S.Dept.of Commerce index)..1935-

Economic sector: 

Intermediate materials, supplies, and components. 

Fruits and vegetables, canned and frozen 

Commodities other than farm products and foods.... 

Tobacco manufactures and bottled beverages 

CONSTRUCTION AND REAL ESTATE 

Contract awards (Engineering News-Record): 

New permanent nonfarm dwelling units started: 
Unadjusted: Total,privately and publicly owned..th< 

Seasonally adjusted at annual rate: 

ed 

-49=100.. 

..do.... 

..do.... 

..do 

..do.... 

..do.... 

..do.... 

..do.... 

..do.... 

..do.... 

..do.... 

..do.... 

•39=100.. 
-49=100.. 

..do 

..do.... 

..do.... 

..do.... 

..do.... 

..do 

..do.... 

..do 

..do 

•..do.... 

...do.... 

...do.... 

...do.... 

...do.... 

...do.... 

...do.... 

...do.... 

...do.... 

...do.... 

...do.... 

...do.... 

of dol.. 

Dusands.. 
...do.... 

...do.... 

...do..^. 
Construction cost indexes: 

The American Appraisal Co,, average, 30 cities...1913=100,. 

New York ............ 

St. Lou is.., 
Associated General Contractors tal1 types).., 

METALS AND MANUFACTURES 

Steel ingots and steel for castings: 

...do.... 

...do..., 
-49=100.. 
...do.... 

*t tons.. 

1955 

July 

126 
128 
134 
120 
87 
139 

137 
152 
195 
115 
103 
150 
169 
188 

rl50 
106 

208.6 

110.5 

95.1 
116.8 
110.5 
89.5 
98.7 
86.7 
79.4 
103.1 
117.6 
106.0 
104.6 
88.5 

116.5 
106.0 
118.2 
106.4 
III.6 
115.5 
106.5 
93.7 
124.1 
125. 1 

127.5 
126.7 
122.0 
136.7 
143.1 
125.3 
119.0 
130.7 
143.4 
95.3 
98.6 
121.6 

1,684 

122.7 
121.9 
87.7 
.8 

1,318.0 

611 
664 
629 
568 
604 
443 

141.4 
148,4 

9,101 

85 

August 

125 
128 
135 
121 
82 
141 

139 
152 
166 
141 
110 
151 
169 
189 
155 
107 

208.1 
110.9 

93.8 
117.6 
110.9 
88.1 
99.5 
78.6 
75.5 
101.9 
115.1 
107.8 
105.0 
86.3 

117.5 
105.9 
1 18.1 
107.2 
113.0 
116.0 
106.6 
93.8 
125.1 
126.4 

128.5 
127.7 
122.0 
139.5 
144.9 
126,1 
119.7 
130.5 
148.7 
95.3 
98.6 
121.7 

1,240 

124.7 
122.3 
89.2 
2.4 

1,346.0 

613 
664 
641 
573 
605 
443 

141.7 
148.5 

9,595 
90 

1956 

May 

128 
132 
140 
129 
89 
149 

124 
131 
127 
136 
109 
124 
130 
119 
142 
110 

209.8 
1 14.4 

96.6 
122.2 
113.6 
90.9 
III.8 

90.5 
74.4 
102.4 
115.5 
107.9 
109.3 

82.1 

121.7 
106.9 
120.8 
110.8 
1 18.3 
118.0 
105.0 
100.0 
128.0 
130.4 

136.5 
137.0 
129.1 
146.8 
150.8 
128.6 

1 127.3 
| 136.2 
! 143.5 
! 94.9 

99.4 
| 121.6 

2, 120 

rll3.7 
r110.8 
r76.3 
r2.9 

r1,146.0 

631 
676 
655 
596 
633 

1 456 
144,5 
152,8 

10,490 

| 96 

June 

128 
rl32 
rl42 
rl30 
90 
148 

124 
130 
127 
134 
109 
124 
130 
120 

r 141 
110 

211.7 
114.2 

95.7 
121.7 
114.0 
91.2 
120.2 
86.9 
74.8 
102.3 
115.3 
108.0 
109.7 
83.1 

121.5 
107.1 
121.1 
110.5 
118.3 
1 13. I 
105.1 
100.2 
127.3 
129.6 

136.8 
137.6 
129.1 
145.8 
149.5 
128.9 
127.4 

r137.0 
1 142.8 
| 94.9 

99.7 
121.6 

1,622 

104.0 
102.3 
73.6 
1.7 

| 1,070.0 

1 634 
| 679 
! 660 

596 
I 635 
f 461 

144,7 
1 153.4 

r9,72l 
92 

July 

127 
133 

rl30 
122 
77 
148 

rl 16 
r!2l 
127 
117 

rl06 
r!29 
rl37 
122 
152 

rl 10 

213.1 

1 14.0 

95.0 
121.3 

rll4.0 
r90.0 
111.8 
88.4 
72.9 
102.2 

r114.8 
107.9 
109.3 

83.7 

M2I.4 
107.3 

r122.1 
r110.7 
118.8 

rl!8.3 
M04.4 
rlOO.1 
r126.6 
M28.5 

136.9 
r137.4 
r129.2 
r144.9 
r149.9 
130.6 
127.7 

r138.2 
143.3 
94.9 
r99.8 
121.7 

1,835 

101.0 
99.1 
70.0 
1.9 

1,070.0 

638 
692 
667 
596 
635 

[ 467 
145.3 
153.7 

r1,622 
r!5 

August 

pl27 

pl38 
pl28 
p87 
p!49 

pl22 
pl26 
pl09 

p I 12 
pl29 
p!37 

p!25 

pl09 

1 14.6 

96.4 
122.5 
114.1 
89.1 

94.8 
88.8 
76.1 
102.6 
114.1 
109.2 
107.4 

85.1 

122.4 
107.3 
122.1 
110.6 
118.3 
119.1 
105.0 
100.0 
125.4 

127.5 

137.7 
138.1 
129.1 
150.1 

| 159.1 
130.8 
127.9 
138.2 
146.5 
94.8 

1 99.7 
122.7 

1,828 

101.0 
! 100.5 
! 69.0 

.5 

! I,HO.O 

641 
695 
681 
597 
637 
467 

1 147.9 
155.6 

p8,148 
p75 

r_l Revised, £/ Preliminary. \J Goods to users, including raw foods and fuel* 27 Data for May and August 1956 cover 5 weeks; other 

months, 4 weeks. 3/ Data reported at the beginning of each month are shown here for the previous month. Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



4 MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued 

ITEM 

METALS AND MANUFACTURES - Continued 

Steel products,, net shipments: 

Total (all grades), ••••••••••••••••'••thous. of short tons.. 

Sem! f 1 n i shed products. ;..do.... 
Structural shapes C heavy) , stee S pi! ing............do;... 

P1ates.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••.•••••••••••••do.••• 

Rails and accessor!es•••'••••••••••••.•.•••••••••...do.... 
Bars and tool steel, tota1.•••..•....••............do^,.. 

Bars? Hot rolled U n c i , light shapes)...........do.... 

Co 1d f1n1shed..............................do.... 

Pipe and tubing............ .............•••>.......do.... 

Wire and wire products.............................do.... 
Tin mill products (incl. black plate).•••••••••••••do.... 
Sheets and strip (incl. electrical), total.........do.... 

Sheets: Hot rol led.•••••••••••••••.•••••••••«.a.do.... 
Gold rolled (Incl. enameling)...........do...• 

PAPER AND PRINTING 

Paper, excluding building paper, newsprint, and paperboards 

Orders, new J./......••...••••••••osthous. of short tons*. 
Orders, unfilled, end of month J/..................do.... 

Production. a.oS0..e.OSoS9eao9«s.as,oS.e.eoe.•••«•••-..• do...• 

*sn§pmen§s JL/•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••«•«•••»••• QO..•. 
Stocks, end of month .]./.......•...•.•.•..•.........do.... 

Fine papers 

Ur Oer S , neW ...se....ea@«es.9....9e..e.0.se..«e.aee« OO .... 

Orders, unfilled, end of month..•••••••••••••••••••do.... 

"rOOUCT 1 On .@«.<i>e.@.ae.9..9@0.a@e«).@e...0........ eo. GO. a, o e 

J M 3 pilienTSis o..e....e.e0es.e.o.oee..»s«»eo... ....... .QO. ... 

Stocks, end of month..........a.......©.©..........do..®. 

Printing papers 
uroers, new........©.a.©.©©©©©©©©.®©©©©©©.©.©©©®.®.oo.... 

Orders, unfilled, end of month.••••••••••••••••••••do...* 

jHIpmenTS................a........a...•oeoeise..ee«eUO«aee 

Stocks, end of month.......................«...«,.«. do.... 

Coarse papers 
uroers, new.................•.......••«..«.........oo.... 

Stocks, end of month do.. •• 

TEXTILE PRODUCTS 

Cotton: 2/ 

Manufactures: 
Spindle activity (cotton system spindles): 
Active spindles, last working day, total....thousands.. 

Spindle hours operated, all fibers, total..mil. of hr.. 

Operations as percent of capacity do.... 

1955 

July 

6,251 

358 
388 
506 
180 
933 
627 
177 
322 

824 
283 
417 

2,362 

703 
1,120 

894.2 
838.6 

850.7 

834.8 
436.9 

109.4 
103.4 
98.6 

98.9 

99.6 

317.0 
433.3 

285.8 
280.7 

156.2 

296.9 
181.0 

284.0 
282.2 
87.6 

565,834 

20,716 
19,132 

8,216 

411 
7,527 
115.3 

August 

7,054 

399 
411 
543 
155 

1,081 
717 
197 
158 

885 
355 
618 

2,606 

111 
1, 198 

949.4 

860.8 

950.5 
941.6 
446.9 

113.5 
96.2 
116.7 

118.6 
94.7 

337. S 

451.5 
329.7 

330.7 
S55.2 

313.9 

188.9 
311.0 
308.2 
93.4 

r7l7,115 

r20,738 
19,136 

rS0,064 
r503 

9,293 
141.4 

S956 

May 

7,765 
393 
516 
695 
206 

1,267 

853 
230 
171 

1,055 

408 
485 

2,739 

794 
1,268 

r9?0*S 
r957.7 

r1,057.5 
r908.8 
r40l.6 

r144.8 
r143.7 

rl4l.3 

r142.2-
r100.2 

r372.7 
r545.5 
r368.0 

r368.2 

H59.8 

r338.0 
r2l3.3 
r343.6 
r342.4 
r89.2 

713,940 

20,796 
19,276 
9,793 

490 
9, 128 
139.6 

June 

8,078 
417 
538 
754 
203 

1,288 
826 
275 
174 

1,000 
457 
625 

2,796 
816 

1,277 

r849.1 
r898.2 

r1,024.8 
r8868 S 
r398.4 

r129.9 
r143.1 
r136.4 
M4I..4 
r98.8 

r359.4 
r526.7 
r354.2 
r354.7 
r159.2 

r307.7 
r180.7 
r333.7 
r330.5 
r90.3 

812,330 

20,492 
18,954 
11,459 

458 
! 10,664 
! 130.6 

July 

.........a 

.....©see. 

.......... 
• • • • • • • « . . • 
.......... 
seas...... 

...••••••• 

.......... 

...... see. 

•••••••••• 
..•••••••• 
• • • « • • • • • • 
.......... 

829.0 
929.0 
949.0 
799.0 

391.0 

I2S.0 

151.0 
119.0 

S 17.0 
89.0 

343.0 
541.0 

328.0 
326,0 

161.0 

310.0 
187.0 

304.0 
303.0 
91.0 

549,520 

! 20,552 

| 19,022 
7,713 

386 
f 7,128 

110.1 

August 

.......... 

.••••••••• 

..••.••••• 
•••••••••• 
.......... 
. . . . . . . a s . 

.... •••••• 

....•...„ 

& & & & & ® & ® & ® 

.. ........ 
•••••••••• 
• •••.••.•• 
• • • • • • • . 0 . 

$is«iS9©@eae 

•...•••••• 
• • • » • • • • • . • 
•••••••••• 
•••••••••• 
& f & & ® © & ® & 0 ® 

ffl&©©©&©03© 

•••••••••• 
• • • • « « ® « a ® 

•••••••••• 
•••••••••• 
. . e 9 . . . e 0 0 

•••••••••• 
•••••••••• 
•••••••••. 

.......... 

686,275 

20,465 
18,912 

9,544 

477 
8,849 
137.4 

r/ Revised. ±/ Beginning 1956, excludes estimates for "tissue paper." 2/ Data for June 1956 cover 5 weeks; other months, 4 weeks. 
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