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BUSINESS 
May 25, 1956 

STATISTICS 
A WEEKLY SUPPLEMENT TO THE SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS 

Available only with subscription to the SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS, at $3.25 annually, this Supplement provides selected 

weekly and monthly data subsequent to those published in the latest monthly SURVEY 
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WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS1 

ITEM 

Commodity prices, wholesale: 

A M other 

F i nance: 

Federal Reserve bank credit outstand 

1947-49=100.. 
do.... 
.do.... 

do.... 

ing, total 3/....do.... 

r .do 

Federal Reserve reporting member banks in 

Time deposits, except Government.. 
Loans and investments (adjusted), 
U. S. Government obligations.,.. 
Commercial, industrial, and agr. 

Failures, industrial and commercial. 

total 

leading cltj»s:4y 

do 

loans (gross)...do.... 

r__! do 

Bond yields, domestic corporate (Moody's) 
Stock prices,480 stocks (Stand. & Poor's) 

Production: 

Passenger cars and trucks (Ward's).. 
Petroleum (crude) and condensate 3/. 

Steel 5/ 

4/..1935-39=100.. 
do.... 

>. of short tons.. 
.mi 1. of kw,-hr.. 

.thous. of short tons.. 

.thous. of cars.. 

1955 

May 14 

89.3 
108 

1,434 
1,298 

29,859 
24,924 
i8,920 

744 

56,234 
21,462 
84.214 
33,395 
22,721 
7,633 

233 
3.23 

284.5 
319.2 

1,456 
9,673 

208,268 
6,681 

2,345 
#97.2 

748 
382 

May 21 

•109.9 
•91.2 

•102.1 
•115.5 

89.3 
!15 

1,378 
1,255 

29,877 

24,908 
18,853 

646 

56,294 
21,496 
84.679 
33,743 
22,737 
7,657 

226 
3.23 

283.3 
317.6 

1,524 
9,730 

208,087 
6,676 

2,338 
#96.9 

774 
387 

1956 

Apr. 28 

92.1 
119 

1,371 
1,279 

30,155 
25,374 
18,684 

595 

56,908 
21,590 
85.340 
27,509 
27,842 
8,424 

236 

3.46 
345.8 
401.1 

1,693 
10,867 

149,231 
7,146 

2,473 

100.5 
778 
390 

May 5 

92.1 

125 
1,346 
1,257 

30,181 
25,266 
i8,767 

464 

55,896 
21,591 
85,448 
27,357 
28.053 
8,430 

277 
3.46 

353.8 
411.6 

1,665 
10,815 

135,398 
7,084 

2,373 
96.4 
771 
383 

May 12 

113.9 
88.8 
100.8 
121.8 
90.8 
129 

30,296 

25,325 
16,848 

546 

55,559 
21,599 
84,887 
26,939 
28,031 
8,457 

258 
3.46 

354.4 
412.2 

1,677 
10,837 

127,775 
7,029 

2,343 
95.2 
778 
375 

May 19 

1 14.3 
90.9 

101.8 
121.8 
90.8 

30,359 

25,298 
18,7 SO 

453 

279 
3.45 

343.1 
397.7 

128,266 

2,345 
95.3 

J./ Data do not always cover calendar weeks. 2/ Tuesday prices. 3/ Daily average. ±/ Wednesday data. J5/ Week ended May 26, 1956: Pro
duction, 2,379 thous. short tons; operating rate, 96.6 percent. j6/ Data for 1956 adjusted to revised classification of class I railroads. 
• Monthly index for May 1955. # Not comparable with 1956 rates which are based on higher capacity. 

MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS 

ITEM 
1955 

March Apri I 

1956 

January February March April 

GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS 

Farm income and marketings: 
Cash receipts from farming, including Government payments, 

total mil. of do I. 
Farm marketings and CCC loans, total do... 

Crops do. •., 
Livestock and products, total do... 

Dairy products ...do... 
Meat animals do... 
Poultry and eggs do..., 

Indexes of cash receipts from marketings and CCC loans: \J 
All commodities 1935-39=100. 

Crops . do... 
Livestock and products. do..., 

Indexes of volume of farm marketings: \J 
A11 commod ities do... 

Crops ••••• do. • • 
Livestock and products..... do... 

CONSTRUCTION AND REAL ESTATE 

Construction contracts awarded, 37 States (F.W. Dodge Corp.) 
TotaI projects number. 
Total valuation mil. of do I. 

Bu i I d i ng, tota I do... 
Construction cost index (E. H. Boeckh and Associates): 

Apartments, hotels, anb office buildings: 
Brick and concrete U. S. avg. 1926-29=100. 
Brick and steel do... 
Brick and wood do... 

Commercial and factory buiIdings: 
Brick and concrete. .....do... 
Brick and steel do... 
Brick and wood # do... 
Frame do... 
Stee I do. •. 

Res i dences: 
Brick do... 
Frame. do... 

1/ IIM*M4 inc+ed i n d e x . 

1,897 
1,875 
547 

1,328 
349 
677 
286 

283 
193 
350 

127 
76 
166 

75,533 
2,135 
1,749 

259.0 
254.9 
258.6 

266.7 
262.9 
256.8 
258.8 
246 .3 

259.3 
253.5 

2,016 
2,001 

655 
1,346 
361 
679 
279 

302 
232 
354 

132 
82 
170 

79,184 
2,322 
1,776 

260.7 
256.2 
260.0 

268.5 
264.5 
258.1 
260.3 
247.4 

260.7 
254.9 

2.389 
2,350 
1,109 
1,241 
335 
627 
258 

355 
392 
327 

166 
156 
173 

51,949 
1,858 
1,356 

271.2 
267, 
268, 

279. 
276, 
267. 
268, 
261. 

269.1 
262.7 

1,839 
1,812 
678 

1,134 
319 
563 
232 

273 
240 
298 

134 
102 
158 

58,056 
1,860 
1,429 

271.6 
267.7 
270.5 

279.4 
277.1 
269.0 
270.5 
261.8 

271.2 
265.2 

1,803 
1,782 
532 

1,250 
375 
592 
265 

269 
188 
329 

131 
76 
172 

79,196 
2,382 
1,986 

272.4 
268.7 
271.6 

280.4 
278.4 
269.9 
271.4 
263.3 

272.1 
266.2 

81,231 
2,421 
1,966 

274.1 
270.3 
273.4 

282.3 
280.0 
271.5 
273.6 
264.6 

273.8 
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ITEM 

DOMESTIC TRADE 

Printers' Ink advertising index, adjusted: 
Combined index 1947-49=100.. 

Television advertising: 

Magazine advertising: 

TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS 

Hotels: 

FOODSTUFFS AND TOBACCO 

Livestock slaughter (Federally inspected): 

Tobacco, manufactured products: 

Consumption,(withdrawals): 
Cigarettes, small: 

Manufactured tobacco and snuff, tax-paid....thous. of lb.. 

LEATHER AND PRODUCTS 

Leather production: 

METALS AND MANUFACTURES 

Steel forgings (for sale): 

Radiators and convectors, cast iron: 

Oi 1 burners: 

Stoves and ranges, domestic cooking, excluding electric: 

Warm-air furnaces, shipments, total..,.,,..,,,,.,,,.,.... dp..,. 

So 1 i d f ue 1 do.... 
Water heaters, gas, shipments do.... 

1955 

March 

176 
166 
140 
183 
154 
47 

277 

34,574 
3,725 
7,657 
7,991 
3,728 
3,601 

56,966 
4,852 
5,308 
3,447 
4,995 
7,916 

2,472 
2,958 
2,657 
3,675 

971 
1,486 

7.02 
75 

241 

660 
1,524 
5,491 
1,244 

18,618 
7,253 
7,653 
3,711 

2,672 
33,695 

r467,53l 
18,242 

1,019 
2,325 
2,433 
2,144 

478.8 
154.4 
119.2 
35.2 

2,419 
6,416 

59,218 
62,655 

232,431 
6,063 

217,466 
8,902 

105,357 
7,710 
50,350 
47,297 
87.121 
53,673 
30,510 
2,938 

248 754 

Apri 1 

173 
167 
144 
174 
151 
45 

277 

32,702 
3,387 
7,440 
7,374 
3,592 
3,348 

67,133 
5,267 
7,112 
4,179 
5,738 
7,625 

3,108 
4,999 
3,561 
4,567 

791 
1,362 

7.65 
73 

259 

596 
1,452 
4,472 
1,180 

16,636 
6,455 
6,832 
3,349 

2,399 
28,788 

445,701 
16,320 

882 
2,148 
2, 186 
2,143 

474.5 
149.6 
113.5 
36.2 

2,035 
6,991 

60,155 
71,864 

196,705 
4,283 

182,502 
9,920 

98,307 
8,624 

50,311 
39,372 
91.908 
58,012 j 
31,434 j 
2,412 

231,694 

1956 

January 

193 
171 
155 
213 
157 
34 

313 

38,898 
1 5,475 

9,653 
8, 18 i 
4,569 
3,557 

38,656 
2,020 
4,341 
1,310 
3,742 
5,749 

1,440 
873 

1,298 
3,166 

! 645 
1,030 

7.53 
71 

257 

602 
1,697 
6,705 
1,329 

15,567 
6,509 
5,704 
3,354 

2,091 
32,871 

453,272 
15,298 

r8l9 
r2,191 
r2,235 
2,212 

588.6 
160.1 
124.7 
35.5 

2,018 
4,866 

49,759 
55,144 

167,435 
5,084 

153,516 
8,835 
90,755 
6,896 

57,044 
26,815 
87,497 
56,782 
27,859 
2,856 

224 004 

February 

201 
182 
158 
221 
170 
36 

331 

37,192 
4,831 
9,117 
8, 1 16 
4,570 
3,571 

54,298 
3,458 
5,096 
2,841 
5,375 
8,003 

2,233 
2,055 
1,551 
4,110 
1,103 
1,51 1 

7.47 
75 
257 

586 
1,484 
5,922 
1,163 

15,021 
6,227 
5,499 
3,295 

2, 132 
30,733 

463,104 
14,721 

r802 
r2,293 
r2,377 
2,535 

r589.0 
151.7 
118.1 
33.6 

2,236 
5,013 

44,697 
63,952 

r 192,953 
5,039 

178,441 
r9,473 

r106,293 
10,245 
58,849 

r37,199 
78.906 
51,025 
25,417 
2,464 

246,098 

March 

192 
178 
161 
192 
147 
36 

328 

40,603 
5,510 
9,839 
8,524 
5,131 
3,873 

69,188 
5,673 
7,020 
4,313 
5,541 
8,648 

2,998 
4,014 
2,761 
4,940 
1,314 
1,615 

7.30 
72 

239 

647 
1,566 
6,327 
1,216 

16,041 
6,361 
6,497 
3,184 

2,523 
32,471 

501,912 
15,702 

874 
2,247 
2,251 
2,310 

577.7 
158.9 
122.2 
36.8 

47,890 
73,835 

194,454 
4,958 

181,480 
8,016 

127,222 
10,636 
76,970 
39,616 
84.882 
56,527 
26,280 
2,075 

254,786 

Apri I 

8.03 
76 

282 

604 
1,545 
5,252 
1,129 

£ / Revised. 
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4 MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued 

ITEM 

METALS AND MANUFACTURES - Continued 

Furnaces, industrial, new orders, net: 

PAPER AND PRINTING 

Paper, excluding building paper, newsprint, and pe 

Fine paper: 

Stocks, end of month.......................... 
Printing paper: 

Coarse paper: 

TEXTILE PRODUCTS 

Cotton: U 

Manufactures: 
Spindle activity (cotton system spindles): 

Active spindles, last working day, total..., 

Spindle hours operated, all fibers, total.. 

>us. of dol.. 

perboard: 
short tons.. 

do,... 

......do.... 
do.... 
do.... 

••••••do.... 
do.... 
do.... 

......do.... 

......do.... 
do.... 
do.... 

......do.... 

......do.... 
do.... 
do.... 
do.... 

.thousands., 
do.... 

mi 1. of hr.. 
......do.... 

do 

TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT 

Railway equipment, American Railway Car Institute 
Freight cars: 

Passenger cars, equipment manufacturers: 

do.... 
do.... 

do.... 
do.... 
do.... 

1955 

March 

1,342 
5,609 

1,049.2 
756.8 
999.6 

1,007.3 
413.5 

133.4 
75.6 
127.7 
134.1 
101.5 

362.4 
382.4 
343.9 
344.1 
153.6 

354.2 
S76.4 
331.6 
332.8 
90.4 

893,238 

20,901 
19,365 
12,404 

496 
11,485 
138.5 

3,133 
2,368 
2,068 
765 

953 
918 
45 

1 27 

Apr i 1 

2,234 
5,032 

956.4 
750.9 
951.8 
939.2 
422.7 

124.4 
78.1 
120.6 
120.4 
97.5 

318.9 
372.2 
317.2 
312.7 
158.0 

318.7 
172.3 
310.1 
311.1 
84.6 

695,188 

r20,6!2 
19,160 
r9,570 

488 
8,854 
M34.2 

3,075 
1,989 
1,664 
1,086 

920 
896 

! 36 

! 25 

1956 

January 

2,102 
6,189 

r906.1 
r88l.7 

rl,030.6 
r858.1 
T39I.0 

r133.5 
H22.7 
r!32.0 
r133.8 
r96.4 

r390.5 
r502.9 
r348.8 
r346.1 
r!55.0 

r325.7 
r2IO.1 
r332.3 
r322.5 
r93.7 

746,996 

20,990 
19,399 
10,315 

516 
9,577 
146.6 

4, 199 
2,981 
2,981 
1,218 

903 
884 
42 
42 

February 

1,768 
9,770 

r885.7 
r893.6 

r1,011.0 
r858.5 
r402.3 

rl25.9 
rl18.7 
r!25.3 
r128.0 
r93.6 

r362.9 
r492.4 
r348.8 
r344.3 
r!59.5 

r342.2 
r229.2 
r334.9 
r331.8 
r97.8 

760,590 

20,983 
19,428 
10,347 

517 
9,633 
147.2 

4,883 
3, 154 
3,152 
1,729 

464 
443 
53 
53 

March 

2,221 
3,526 

1,010.0 
952.0 

1,088.0 
929.0 
400.0 

144.0 
129.0 
136.0 
138.0 
92.0 

418.0 
532.0 
372.0 
368.0 
163.0 

384.0 
233.0 
363.0 
364.0 
94.0 

916,396 

20,888 
19,350 
12,562 

503 
11,740 
142.8 

5,989 
4,366 
4,326 
1,623 

812 
784 

i 54 
I 54 

Apr? 1 

1,924 
6,182 

........ 

721,577 

20,827 
19,290 
9,991 

500 
9,324 
142.2 

5,967 
4,152 
4,128 
1,815 

793 
764 
25 
25 

rj Revised. ±/ Data for March 1955 and March 1956 cover 5 weeks; other months, 4 weeks. 
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