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2 WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS '

1955 1956
ITEM -
Apr. 9 Apr. 16 Mar, 24 Mar, 31 Apr. 7 Apr. 14
Commodity prices, wholesale:
All commoditieSeeesesoeecssscssssassesasaseaeas 947-492100,. cesecnne *110.5 cescscne 113.5 113.4
Farm productsScecceccececsecccccccccscoscscscsacocceelOuace| sovevens *94.2 cesessce 88.4 88.0
Foods, processedeeceescescssceccsccsccasssssecssscselOecee| ecoceoons *102,5 seseesns cesecnns 100.8 100.8
All Ofher...ceseecececocnsceracescsscccccnnssssseaslOecae]| oovsnees *115,7 sesccens eoseense 121.2 121.3
22 commodities 2/ceeecescessscascscscnssscssscccncasslOuans 89.8 90.3 90. | 90.2 90.9 91.9
Department store sales.... e cesessccscccsseelOians 122 103 112 122 104 secsnnve
Insured unemployment, totalicecceeececcasocsccecesssssthous., 1,698 1,683 1,551 |,495 eovsenns cosececs

State programs.ceceeeceescescossseccassscssssssscsessslOueas 1,503 1,499 1,422 1,370 cocsceee cecseces
Finance:

Currency in circulation 3/..ceeveeccscccessensomil, of dol.. 29,925 29,854 30,260 30,288 30,306 30,308

Federal Reserve bank credit outstanding, total 3/,...do.... 24,918 25,159 25,754 25,661 25,658 25,481

Member bank reserve balances 3/.c.eeveesecccsccccscselOecns 18,611 18,868 19,204 19,028 18,860 18,917
Excess reserves, estimated 3/.ccceeccececccccsccssedOuees 556 654 623 553 535 656

Federal Reserve reporting member banks in leading cities:4/

Demand deposits, adjusfed...,....;..........miI. of dol.. 55,086 55,849 56,500 55,733 55,392 cosessss
Time deposits, except Government...eeeececceccccccelOease 21,581 21,544 21,595 21,618 21,640 cecesese
Loans and investments (adjusted), total.cececececcedOenes 85,013 84,823 86,489 85,631 85,454 coscosss
U. S. Government obligationSe.ccecccccecccsscccaeslOeces 34,425 34,096 28,654 27,995 27,852 cessscee
Commercial, industrial, and agr. loans (gross)...do.... 22,449 22,543 27,711 27,781 27,588 cesrscos
Real-estate 10ans (gross)eesceecscceseccsscosceselOieass 7,482 7,517 8,320 8,341 8,344 ceccecas

Failures, Industrial and commercialececcecccecccees umber,. i 204 208 263 217 255

Bond yields, domestic corporate {Moody's) 3/......percent.. 3.20 3,20 3.31 3,33 3,35 *%3 39

Stock prices,480 stocks (Stand. & Poor's) 4/..1935-39=100,. 281.8 285.7 349,.6 352.6 356.2 352.8
Industrials, 420 stoCKS.seeessoscaseccasscccascocsedOanes 316.4 320.8 405,2 409,2 414,5 410,2

Production:

Bituminous coal 3/.cveevecssceesssassthous, of short tons.. 1,367 1,402 1,655 1,713 1,662 cesecens

Electric power, by utilitieS.oececcaveaseaamil, Oof kw.=hr.. 9,633 9,602 11,134 10,992 10,846 cescoosne

Passenger cars and trucks (Ward's).ceeeececeeeessssnumber.., 196,411 205,324 154,977 149,932 157,662 159,262

Petroleum (crude) and condensate 3/.........thous. of bbl.. 6,811 6,828 7,163 7,149 7,171 sescsacs

Steel 5/cceeecsccsssscasscccscenssessthous, of short tons.. 2,300 2,284 2,449 2,452 2,406 2,483
Percent of capacity 5/.veeceeccccecccccccsossccsscscnsces #95.3 #94.6 99,5 99,6 97.7 100.9

Freight carloadings, total 6/...cec00esc0ee0.thous, of cars.. 666 674 697 725 685 cesncnas

MisSce!laNeouUS,seeescosecsososssacecssscsssssssascasaslOnaas 369 366 365 382 371 tesseses

1/ Data do not always cover calendar weeks, 2/ Tuesday prices. 3/ Daily average. 4/ Wednesday data, 5/ Week ended April 21, 1956:
Production, 2,447 thous. short toms; operating rate, 99.4 percent., 6/ Data for 1956 adjusted to revised classification of class | rail-
roads. * Monthly index for April 1955, # Not comparable with 1956 rates which are based on higher capacity. ** Average for Apr. 9-12.

MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS

1955 1956
ITEM
February. March December January February March
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS
Farm income and marketings:
Cash receipts from farming, including Government payments,
1018l eevesrcensescscescsncsscssesscancsaemil, of dol.. 1,903 1,897 2,738 2,389 1,839 cessscas

Farm marketings and CCC loans, total..eeecceesss eeel0.aes 1,872 1,875 2,709 2,350 1,812 cecsscne
CrOPSescscessnsessesscconscssossescsasosssscccsensdOcecs 691 547 1,444 1,109 678 esassoes
Livestock and products, total.c.ceceercoscecccacesdOuess 1,18t 1,328 1,265 1,241 1,134 cesovene

Dairy productS.ceesensceseccssasescscasscesasceelOuaes 294 349 350 335 319 ceeseens

Meat animBls..ceeeresressocccorcococsccsasecsesdOeeas 631 677 563 627 563 ceesaees

Poultry and €9g9S.cecesccsscscsccosssscsasssesseeslOease 237 286 337 258 232 sevecece
indexes of cash receipts from marketings and CCC loans: 1/

All commoditiesS.ceeesececcscccssacessseceess 935-39=100,. 282 283 409 355 273 ceccanee
CrOPSeesssccsoscsassascasesaansssssssasssasascscasldOncee 244 193 510 392 240 eesssees
Livestock and productS..eeeeceeceseccscocsccccseclOaen. 30 350 333 327 298 ceeasese

Indexes of volume of farm marketings: 1/

All commoditieS.cecesesccccescssesscssscsscrescasesslOasns 125 127 183 166 134 cecsssae
CrOPS.cessecescscacsnscasssssanscsasssscscossancealOeene 98 76 187 156 102 cossenes
Livestock and productsS..cceeecccccscsscccscascssslOecss 145 166 180 173 158 esesenns

Industrial production (FRB):
Unad justed, combined indeX....eseeeescceacssss 1947-49=100.. 135 138 142 143 144 pl4as

ManNUfACTUr@SeecececcssccscossscssscacesssrsessscssseldOcess 136 140 143 144 146 pl46
Durable manufactures...c.ceeeecescsscscaccccsneasslorans 151 154 161 160 riél pl6l

Primary metals...cceveaceccccsoncsccccccssaseselOaane 136 142 147 risi ri52 pl54
Metal fabricating (including ordnance).........do.... 162 165 173 172 172 pl72
Fabricated metal products....ccecveeecccecceedoaess 126 130 137 ri35 134 pi35
Machinery..eccecoccecesscsasosssssscsncscesesdOneas 152 154 164 167 168 p169
Transportation equipment...cccecveeencecccnesdoe.ss 205 209 214 206 r204 p202
Instruments and related productsS...ccceceesesalOaans 142 145 161 160 162 pi62
Furniture and fixtures....ceeeeessacnscaccceacedOanas 13 114 128 ri22 ri23 pl2i
Lumber and productS....eececececssrccssscscssseelOsees 125 126 13 116 121 pl20
Stone, clay, and glass productS.ececececccecesslOuens 134 140 153 150 ris50 pi55
Miscellanecus manufacturesS..ccecieescecsceceeeedOnens 134 137 149 riay rlas pl42
Nondurable manufactures...ceevecesecccaceccoecaeadoeens 122 125 125 128 ri3) pi32
Food and beverage manufactureS...ceeeeeecceseeeedOeass 97 100 105 102 102 secsesee
Tobacco manufactures...eceecescecscsssacsavoeseldOuass *|05 **104 88 107 cessacan cesessas

Digitized for F#S%ﬁlseé' 2/ Preliminary, » ignuary 1055 dats. ** February 1955 dats.
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued

1955 1956
ITEM -
Februesry March December January February March
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS - Continued
industrial production (FRB) - Continued
Unad justed index - Continued
Manufactures - Continued
Nondurab le manufactures - Continued
Textile-mill produCtS..iceeeccescscsceesss|947-492100,, 108 109 105 11 114 cececnee
Apparel and allied productS.ceeeecccsscescscscaclOians 116 123 107 117 124 cecscsen
Leather and products.ciccuicccccccscecesscscecssedOoass 112 113 102 rl09 118 eesescse
Paper and allied products..ccececsesccescsceesssdoisas 148 152 147 157 162 cececeee
Printing and publishing..ceeeveceecececrccceeessdoi.,, 122 128 130 ri126 ri2g pi32
Chemicals and allied products..ccccececacencecasdOuses 162 166 177 r177 180 ecsecess
Petroleum and coal productS...eeeccecescccscecaclOess, 134 133 141 143 142 pl40
Rubber productS.cceccsceccoscccscoseaccce P . [ JRPRN 144 146 140 r150 147 cesecssne
Minerals.cceeccoeececencescccocsccncnsane eesedoL.,. 119 118 127 ri2s ri28 pl27
COBlieererenncencnssossssosocasssacssncsnssccsosselOoee, 79 71 91 rol 88 p86
Crude oil and natural gaS....eeeesecsascccaccscsasdOuaas 144 145 151 ri53 152 pl52
Adjusted, COMDIiNEd INGEXsecceeesosscessasasssasscccsasedOaeas 133 135 144 143 143 plaz
Manufactures...cseeeeesceecsceccsscsecsasccsccnseesadoie., 134 136 146 145 144 pia3
Durable manufactures...ceeeeeccceesssesccsscecsnceedonas, 147 ri50 161 160 ri58 pl57
Primary metals.eeecececcceccccacasscoscsscossoseldOoans 131 136 150 ri48 ri48 pla6
Metal fabricating (including ordnance)..ceceeeeedOsa.. 158 160 172 170 ri68 p167
Fabricated metal productS...cccecececscscesaseedOoaes 126 129 138 ri36 134 pl34
M2ChiNery.cesceeesceccscscessscescsoscscoceseelOnens 146 147 163 164 163 pl62
Transportation equipment...c.ceceececcccesceaselOeass 199 200 21z 205 r201 pi97
Instruments and related products... esedo.... 142 143 159 160 162 pl60
Furniture and fixtures..cececeeccces .do.... 109 112 123 ri22 rii9 pli8
Lumber and productS...cceececcecsscecceccccscessdOouss 127 127 126 ri28 124 pl2l
Stone, clay, and glass productS.seccecoccecceseedOeess 138 143 155 154 ri55 pi58
Miscellaneous ManufacturesS..cceeecesccscscsessoelOeses 133 136 146 rla4 ri44 pléai
Nondurable manufacturesS..ccceeeceesccescscsccsceaalOaess 121 ri23 130 129 129 pl29
Food and beverage manufactures..c..csceccoceseosel0eess 106 107 13 il ii2 cecscses
Tobacco manufacturesS.ceecescccesccascscocscanseedooess *107 ** (06 107 109 [ ececsces
Textile-mill productS.cececccscescccosccnss 103 104 109 108 109 csmsssss
Apparel and allied productS..ceececaceccee 106 (KR 116 13 114 ceseccne
Leather and products...cecccccccsscosccscceccoosld0anss 105 105 108 rios 110 [
Paper and allied productS.ceceecscccsesscccncessloi.as 143 147 160 159 158 cesenses
Printing and publishinge.ceeecescecaceccccsoeseedOiane 123 125 128 ri30 ri29 p130
Chemicals and allied productS.cccecceccacsscceeedOuass 158 161 175 ri74 174 cescsses
Petroleum and coal productS...ececccscsssccceeselOusas 134 134 141 142 142 plal
Rubber products..cccesecccccsccccsscccsssscsoscsdOesns 138 140 146 149 141 secssces
MInNeralS.icseeeccecosssccssssssssssscsssecccsssncesslOnsns 123 121 129 ri3i 131 pi3l
COBluessacensonsasasecssccesasncsacsssscaccse 79 72 87 r87 88 p86
Crude oil and natural gaS....ecevecccecscecsscsceeldOuaas 144 145 151 ris3 152 pli52
Consumer durables output (FRB):
Unad justed index, T0tal..ccceeececsccascasscscossssseslOoass 151 155 148 ria4 ria3 plad
Major consumer durableS.eccececcsecsecscessosscsnseseslOusss 174 179 164 ris59 157 p159
AUTOS.ieereesocsoasscenscocsessccoasscncssasccsssesdOians 210 215 193 173 164 pl63
Ma jor household goOdS.ceceeeecsecccscsccsccccecscesldOasss 146 151 141 r150 154 pi58
Furniture and floor coverings..ceecesccccsesscesdon... i 14 125 ri20 122 cecesses
Appliances and heaters...cecsccecscsscesscsccsseloeaa. ri37 151 ri30 148 cecscsee sessscee
Radio and television setS.ccsceseecscssceccsncestdOeass 272 260 224 239 233 ceeceses
Other consumer durableS....ceceeceescesecssocccccaseelOonss 97 99 1 rl09 ri09 plo9
Adjusted index, total.ueicesceessccsesasavesssseeassseadoiess 140 142 148 ri43 137 pi33
Major consumer durableS..c.cececccescsssccscsscoscseedOosas 159 161 163 ri56 r148 pl4a
AUTOS.ceeeeesseacsscssssccassscesacssssssssncssseslOesss 189 192 187 171 158 pl4s
Major household QOOdS..eceeessesecsscsscecsossesselOasas 134 136 143 rlas ri42 pla3
Furniture and floor COVeringsSe..eeceseeccecccesedOueas 107 109 121 120 118 coesccee
Appliances and heatersS.c.eecececocccecsscccccseedoess ri29 133 ri43 150 [P cscscsse
Radio and television setS.cveeeeccececscacsosceslOeass 226 222 216 207 194 ceccecse
Other consumer duUrableS.....ccoseceecescssscssccsssedOuass 99 100 114 rii3 il pl09
COMMODITY PRICES
Wholesale price index, all commoditieS.eececocss. 947-49=100,, 110.4 110.0 1.3 .9 rli2.4 112.8
Farm productsS...cecececsecccccscssscscasssssscscseseeedOnsas 93.1 92.1 82.9 84,1 86.0 86.6
Fruits and vegetables, fresh and dried....ceecceeceedOocss 103,8 104.4 95.6 105.0 98.2 106.5
BrainS.eceeescecoccescsaossesssscessosscscscecncscseelOecas 93,1 92.2 82,7 81.5 82.9 84.5
Livestock and live poultry.ceceeescecsccosecsccscceelOaase 80.7 79.9 59,3 63.0 67.7 67.5
FoodS, Processed...ccsceesccecossccvesssscocescesassecsslOoecs 103,2 101.6 98,2 98.3 99.0 99.2
Cereal and bakery products...ceceeecscccecescsccaseslOeess 116.3 116.5 115,2 115.1 115.4 115.4
Dairy products and iCe Cream..ccecececsvosocscsscesslOuaas 107.2 107.2 107.2 106, | 106. | 106. |
Fruits and vegetables, canned and frozen. 104.4 104,.8 107.9 108, | ri08.9 108.6
Meats, poultry, and fish....ceeevesosvecscevcsccceeselOoeas 86.9 83.3 75.3 75.7 76.1 74.6
Commodities other than farm products and foodS........do.... 115.7 115.6 119.8 120.4 rl20,.6 121.0
Chemicals and allied products...cceceeecccecssscncessdOieas 107.1 106.8 106.6 106.3 106.4 106.5
Chemicals, industrial.ieeeccecccscsssccccccccsoeeedOiens 117.4 117.5 119.4 120.0 119.9 120.0
Fuel, power, and lighting materials...ceceevrescesceedOness 08,7 i08.5 109.3 iii.0 riii.2z i10.9
Petroleum and productS..eecececcecscsssesscscscssedOuans .7 1.7 115.6 117.2 117.5 116.8
Furniture, other household durablesS......ceee0eeceeeedOia.. 115.4 15,1 117.3 118.0 rli8.2 118.2
Appliances, household....... vesssassacssssesssscnelOarsee 108.5 107.2 105.8 105.6 rl105.7 105.6
Hides, skins, and leather products.....eeeeeeeeeeesslOcsse 92.3 92.2 96.7 96.7 97.1 97.7
Lumber and wood productS....cceccsccccncss eeesdO...e 121.2 121.4 125, | 126.3 126,7 127.9
Lumber.ceiieecncesesceccccssccsascscasssssscnssacedOeasns 121.4 121.8 126.4 127.6 128.2 129.8

. o * - * .
Digitized for F#éﬁﬁised p/ Preliminary January 1955 data February 1955 data
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4 MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued

1955 1956
1TEM
February March December January February March
COMMODITY PRICES - Continued
Wholesale price index - Continued
Machinery and motive productsS...cceeccescscss 947-49=100,. 126, 1 126. 1 133,0 133,3 ri33.9 134,7
Electrical machinery and equipment..cccoccovcocceed0ieas 126,7 126.4 132.1 132.4 ri33.,2 i133.6
Motor vehicleS..ieeessoesossccsasscsocesssssnccsaalOuaas 121.5 121.5 126,7 126.7 ri27.5 129.0
Metals and metal products...ceceececccccscoscosocsceelOuaos 131.5 131.9 143,9 145, 1 rias. | 146.3
Iron and steelcceceeceececcscaccococscsosccocascaslOians 135.8 136.2 147,2 149.4 rl49.1 149.2
Nonmetallic minerals, structural.ececccescssccoccssesldOeacse 121.8 121.9 125.4 127.0 ri27.1 127.6
Pulp, paper, and allied productS...ccecsecscscccsseslOeoes 116.6 116.8 123,6 124.8 125.4 126.8
Paper..icsecaccesssaccesssssosscaceccsssssssssscsssoslOnsns 128.0 128.0 132,6 134.6 135.0 136.2
Rubber and products...ccceeceecccecccoscosacsssscsnelOuass 140,6 138.0 151.0 148.4 147.1 146,2
Textile products and apparel.. cescessscccacosescsdOiias 95.2 95.3 95,6 95.7 96.0 95.9
APPArE e ceacanaeasanaesncaonnacaccsasssannanaaasdOnis 98,2 98,3 99, | 9.5 99.5 99,7
Tobacco manufactures and bottled beverages....c..o..00.... 121.6 121.6 121.7 121.7 121.7 121.7
CONSTRUCTION AND REAL ESTATE
New permanent nonfarm dwelling units started:
Unad justed: Total, privately and publicly owned..thousands.,. 89,9 113.8 r76.2 74.0 78.0 96.0
Privately owned, total.ccoeececccoccocesdOunnn 87.9 112.8 r73.5 73.0 76.8 94,4
In metropolitan areas....ococococceceslOiane 64.9 86,0 r53.6 52,7 55.2 67,2
Publicly oWwned...ceoeosososonscccsccccealOecas 2.0 1.0 r2.7 1.0 1.2 1.6

Seasonally adjusted at annual rate:

Privately owned, Total.cccecccocooscocossccoescososeedOuaas 1,370.0 i,367.0 ri,208,0 {,180.0 ,200.0 i, 140,0
LUMBER AND MANUFACTURES
Lumber (National Lumber Manufacturers Association):

Production, total....cecveeeenncecocennsscsamil, of bd, ft.. 2,946 3,387 2,888 2,933 2,915 cecseses
SOftWOOdS . ceseesencecocncsosccansssssssasssssscssacelOesss 2,341 2,758 2,280 2,305 2,289 ceovenns

Shipments, total.ccecveossccoaccossscssssocscsscossasalOonas 2,966 3,481 2,778 2,904 2,966 cscseses
SOftWOOdS. ceuieeeeossesecoassncsosssncsne eeedoseas 2,299 2,823 2,106 2,227 2,288 | tovensns

Stocks, gross (mill and concentration yards). PP« [ Y 9,205 9,111 8,729 8,746 8,684 cvecesce
SOftWOOdS . eurseeaceccasssoscssacoseccscssscscsssasaslOnaas 5,324 5,259 5,429 5,495 5,486

METALS AND MANUFACTURES
Steel ingots and steel for castings:

Production.c.eeecscecscssessccssassssssthous, of short tons.. 8,497 9,982 10,504 10,828 10,119 pl0,921

Percent of CaPACIiTY.scerescscessosococosssosossscoasasncas 88 93 99 99 99 " 100
Steel products, net shipments:

Total (21l grades).eceeccecscsscsseoscsothous, of short tons,. 6,120 7,269 7,581 7,588 7,468 ebeseses
Semifinished producCtS.eesescesocecsscsasscosocssccsedOeacs 355 428 429 417 416 cececsee
Structural shapes (heavy), steel piling.ccececescesedOuaae 365 436 485 467 479 cevesces
PlateSeesceeessscesssecosooasscccsssssscescassssseeeslOuaas 457 543 678 650 641 ececcsce
Rails and accessorieS.ceecsescccccesssscsscscssssasslOoess 161 207 180 223 202 cesesase
Bars and tool steel, total.ccecsececaecccacccsscneeedOuans 901 {, 100 1,215 1,189 1,165 seseccse

Bars: Hot rolled (incl. light shapes)..ecsceseeeelOuass 630 764 834 818 809 cesesoes
ReinNfOrcing.cceeeseesoascsssessascsooscsceslOnaas 128 161 194 182 174 cecsceee

Cold finished.veeeeeeccsceescscsassssanasaslOnane 134 165 176 178 171 cececsee

Pipe and tubingeeeeceececoccsssasscscsssnssasssecssselOiaae 610 795 885 879 872 ceesense
Wire and wire products..ceeesscescccssccsscasacssceelOuees 327 398 332 353 364 cesesees
Tin mill products (incl. black plate)..cccveccevecesslOuans 489 580 390 555 553 cescsene
Sheets and strip (incl. electrical), total..veeeeeesdOo.es 2,456 2,782 2,988 2,855 2,777 cesseass
Sheets: Hot rolledececccccccccosccscsses .do,... 734 829 887 844 800 vesesacs

Cold rolled (incl. enameling)eecesecccceecadOusse 1,154 1,292 1,395 1,310 1,271
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