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2 WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS'
\TEM 1955 1956
Mar, 26 Apr. 2 Mar, 10 Mar. 17 Mar, 24 Mar. 31
Commodity prices, wholesale:
All commoditieS.ceeeeccasscssccscscasacccssess 947-49=100., cecesens *110.0 112.4 112.5 112.8 112.9
Farm productsS..ceceecsescscsccccccssoscssssssssceselOieas seveccse *92, | 85.7 86.6 87.8 87.4
Foods, processed.c.cesesescecccecccscsccsossscsseesdOoiias escessne *101.6 98.9 99.2 99.8 100, 1
All Other.ceeeeesceciosssosececccccssaccssoasssesesdOieee | coveenne *115.6 120.7 120.6 120,7 120.8
22 commodities 2/.eecaas esecsecesne cessccessdoia., 89.0 89.8 89.3 89.4 90.1 90.2
Department store saléS.eceecoscccececcscons PPN . [ I 103 I4 109 105 112 eiescess
Insured unemployment, total..iceeecsecescscacscssssssssthous,. 1,816 1,727 1,642 1,596 esesssss civesans

State programs...ceeececeescccsccsccccoscscscccccccseslOucae 1,594 1,519 1,504 1,460 cecsenes svessese
Finance:

Currency in circulation 3/.cceeececsvessssasasmil, of dol.. 29,732 29,770 30,253 30,266 30,260 30,288

Federal Reserve bank credit outstanding, total 3/....do.... 25,327 24,998 25,118 25,308 25,754 25,661

Member bank reserve balances 3/...cieeecrssccccsscesadOae.s 18,804 18,408 18,670 18,691 19,204 19,028
Excess reserves, estimated 3/..ccceeessrsececscsssslOiuss 681 490 487 48| 623 553

Federal Reserve reporting member banks in leading cities:4/

Demand deposits, adjusted.c.cceeeseeeccssss.mil, of dol.. 56,282 55,590 56,417 57,603 56,500 ceeences
Time deposits, except Government.....ceeeeeseescsssdOeaas 21,556 21,546 21,510 21,597 21,595 ceseseen
Loans and investments (adjusted), total.....ce00e0.d0... 83,921 83,380 84,338 85,349 86,489 seesesee
U. S. Government obligationS.eeeeecesecccacesseeedOuass 33,509 32,885 28,157 28,431 28,654 ebesssee
Commercial, industriai, and agr, ioans (gross)...do.... 22,637 22,597 26,454 27,047 27,711 cesesens
Real-estate loans (gross)eecececceeccceesacesseeesldoeene 7,432 7,474 8,254 8,287 8,230 cesecnns

Failures, industrial and commercial..ecesceceossss number,, 232 237 268 300 208 263

Bond yields, domestic corporate (Moody's) 3/......percent.. 3,20 3,20 3.27 3.29 3,31 3.33

Stock prices,480 stocks (Stand., & Poor's) 4/..i935-39=i00,. 278. i 277.7 337.3 347.1i 349.6 352.6
industrials, 420 StOCKS.sseeeeeeceassascscsscsacseelOiaans 312.2 311.5 389.2 401.6 405.2 409,2

Production:

Bituminous coal 3/.eeceeeecsscssssessthous, of short tons.. 1,318 1,363 1,588 1,538 1,650 cescscne

Electric power, by utilitieS.eiecesescascaamil, of kw,=hr,, 9,907 9,804 11,133 11,202 1,134 cescscse

Passenger cars and trucks (Ward's).ceeeeeseecessq. number,. 205,459 206,262 157,005 154,946 154,977 150, 185

Petroleum (crude) and condensate 3/.........thous. of bbl.. 6,863 6,807 7,162 7,153 7,163 cevedene

Steel 5/iceseccssceccssccseccscessss.thous, of short tons., 2,262 2,278 2,462 2,477 2,449 2,452
Percent of capacity 5/.. sececccssesssensssessssssans #93,7 #94.,4 100,0 100.6 99.5 99.6

Freight carloadings, total..eeeeeesecccessssthous, of cars.. 635 659 698 686 697 essccece

Misce! 1aNeOUS.cesesscavecossesvsscescscssscssssesseaeslOecee 352 374 373 367 365 cecccces

1/ Data do not always cover calendar weeks, 2/ Tuesday prices. 3/ Daily average. 4/ Wednesday data. 5/ Week ended April 7, 1956:
Production, 2,439 thous. short tons; operating rate, 99.1 percent. * Monthly index for March 1955, # Not comparable with 1956 rates which
are based on higher capacity.

MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS

1955 1956
I TEM
February March December January February March
COMMODITY PRICES
Prices received and paid by farmers:
Prices received, all farm products....cecece...1910-14=100,. 244 243 223 226 226 230

CrOPSesseessoesassessascssssssansccasssosscssscssaselOuuas 244 243 227 231 23] 239
Commercial vegetables, fresh market....e.cceeceeee0Ouce. 258 262 231 244 244 290
[0 T T AP [« P 268 269 264 259 262 267
Feed grains and Nay....ceeeeeevacsccescccscssocseslOians 203 198 170 171 173 174
FOOd QrainS.eeeescseessscesscocssccosscssncsascselOnaas 240 239 221 220 220 223
FruiteieeeeeceeeceeccenceesccecesosssconcsassesaesdOoas, 203 204 207 225 212 21
Oil-bearing CropS..eeceeeceesscceessscsscccsssessldOuaas 270 264 232 236 239 245
Potatoes 1/ceceeesceccsassececccscacenssscsccaasalOaaas 198 200 144 161 175 196
T T o P « |« D 436 437 455 452 452 453

Livestock and productS...cececesccecoscsscscascsceadOuaas 245 243 219 221 220 221
Bairy productS.cecececesscccsssscsscssccssnssaseslOeeas 255 248 265 260 256 250
Meat animalsS...ceceoscecsesans tserecernseessdOi... 264 260 201 207 215 221
Poultry and eggs... Y« < J 190 199 204 205 188 187
LT U PP - [« T 285 281 220 222 226 224

Prices paid:

All commodities and ServiceS..eecesevocessesssseseedOesas 264 265 259 259 259 261
Family living items...ceveceeveerecnceccnnecnnescdooess 271 273 273 272 272 274
Production items...eeeececesecosccocecasscssassesdOiaas 255 256 243 246 245 246

All commodities and services, interest, taxes, and
Wage rateS..eecesceessscsscssessscccsscoscasaseeslOeees 283 284 278 281 280 282

Parity ratiocceeeececessesecsesscascecscccssasocssseseelOeans 86 86 80 80 81 82
F INANCE

Bonds, domestic municipal (15 bonds),Stand. and Poor's Corp.:
Priceiiececsccessscssscsesascscccscscssdol, per $100 bond.. 124.9 124.4 119.8 121,3 122.4 120.3
YiOldeeeoeooeosssesssacacacsssscsscsscansacssnsssspercent,, 2.42 2.45 2.71 2.64 2,58 2.69

Stocks, Standard and Poor's Corp.:

Dividend yields, pref. stocks, |4 high-grade.........do.... 4,00 4,01 4,05 4,03 3.99 4,01
Prices: Combined index (480 StockS)..esesee..1935-39=100,. 278.1 277.5 327.0 322.9 324.4 346.7
Industrial (420 stockS).eeeaecsens eesdos... 312.4 310.8 376.8 371.7 372.8 401,3
Capital goods (129 stocks)..... .do.... 316.2 315.3 379.0 - 373.0 372.7 403,8
Consumers' goods (195 stockS)..eeeeesessdOucas 235.0 233.8 284.,2 275.8 272.6 286.5
Public utility (40 stockS)eeseececosceeseedOesss 149.6 150.4 153.2 152,9 155.4 158.6
Railroad (20 stoCkS)eseessecaascccccsseeeasdoisss 231.9 237.9 257.7 249.4 249,6 264.9
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continusd 3

1955 1956
ITEM
January February November December January February
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS - Continued
Manufacturers' sales:
Value (unadjusted), total....ceeeeeseecececeesmil, of dol,. 23,699 23,971 27,292 r26,967 r26,363> 26,487
Durable-goods industries, total 1/.eeevesccccsessnesdorens 1,400 11,796 13,723 13,716. ri3, 112 13,322
Primary metaleeieeeeeeseeecescsssscssscscsceacaeesdOnsss 1,873 1,898 2,390 2,433 r2,428 2,398
Fabricated metal..ccieseenccecocecvssenecnncseseesdos.es 1,078 1,090 1,381 I,306 ri,343 1,322
Machinery (including electrical).cceeeceeeccceessodos... 2,920 3,134 3,473 3,777 r3,503 3,698
Transportation equipment (incl. mctor vehicles)...do.... 3,166 3,239 3,633 3,529 r3,166 3,179
Lumber and furniture...ccceeeecoscscvccccscscscaeslOenas 944 1,009 1,133 1,045 rl,050 1,115
Stone, clay, and glass....cceececcereccccscecncssodo..., 498 505 668 613 r560 594
Nondurable-goods industries, total 1/.cecececccssseeadOees. 12,299 12,175 13,569 ri3,251 ri3,251 13, 165
Food a2nd beveragCeieeeeeseessesssccosccssasssscaseslOenss 3,508 ,799 4,084 4,016 73,962 3,902
TODBCCO e eeseasassessssacsoscssasssssncsncasssessslOecas 2N 268 334 327 r306 304
TextileeeeeoseesosessceassossosescsosassezossenseelOnens 1,047 1,004 1,221 1,115 rl1,078 1,080
PaPer . vevtuscascesnorseasessaancscssannes [ < [« T 756 731 886 838 r8s3 882
ChemicaleeeeeesecnsesesacssesasssscscscascsscsassselOosas 1,776 1,737 1,919 1,801 rl,977 1,895
Petroleum and coal,..iccceeescvecsvocesocsscncscaedOaass 2,339 2,238 2,454 2,695 r2,549 2,455
RUDDEr. . ccoteecnsoscsessasssscasssassessacscscsneeslOnsaa 437 418 443 ra47 425 everscne
Value (adjusted), total.cicecseeccccassesoscacareccceedOunas 24,287 24,649 27,343 r27,289 r27,023 27,165
Durable-goods industries, total !1/..eeeeceresccneseslOannn 11,850 12,029 13,7214 13,688 ri3,595 13,612
Primary metal.eecseseesseeesocecccccssrcasscssanceslOuans 1,829 1,950 2,393 2,341 2,369 2,462
Fabricated metal...ccvcceosscoasssosscessocossveesdOausn 1,123 1,147 1,395 1,375 ri1,399 1,392
Machinery (including electrical).cceeecececcscosnedoi,.s 3,075 3,130 3,553 3,648 r3,691 3,693
Transportation equipment (incl. motor vehicles)...do.... 3,221 3,197 3,576 3,460 r3,194 3,148
Lumber and furniture..ceececcesecececceccncccsesealdOoiees 1,026 1,051 1,144 1,124 rl,l41 1,161
Stone, clay, and gl@asSS..ceesescecesccoscascsssseeeslOnass 586 574 655 674 r659 675
Nondurable=goods industries, total 1/.eceeecceceeseedOeens 12,437 12,620 13,622 ri3,601 ri3,428 13,553
Food and beverage.ceesescescses PRI « [« JAPIY 3,993 4,029 4,047 4,095 r4,066 4,099
TODACCO.L e seeecsssoassvassscsssscscsvasssscsnsssssedOesas 298 298 327 337 r329 338
TextileeeeeeeeacsvsesscssacscssscsessocssncesascesssdOnens 1,068 1,035 1,197 1,126 ri,100 1,113
PaPEr..cossesecascassscsacscssscscsoscssscscacasselOaass 741 754 886 873 r866 909
ChemicCal.ceeeesasesassssssesssacaceccsscscessscsseslOuans 1,740 1,787 2,014 1,959 ri,931 1,948
Petroleum and COAlsveeeescsccescsccccscsncscssaseelOeass 2,293 2,307 2,479 2,495 r2,475 2,531
RUDDEr.ceeessceocaressssoscscasssansscsosccsssnceasldOisss 424 440 482 r4a65 415 essesses
Manufacturers' inventories, end of month:

Book value (unadjusted), total.iceeeeescecsesecemil. of dol.. 43,503 43,477 45,317 ra6, 123 r46,704 47,130
Durable-goods industries, total 1/..cecceeecesccaceedOunes 24,053 24,121 25,670 26,235 r26,726 27,081
Primary metal..ccecececceccccscesscccssesoceseselOeses 3,280 3,229 3,600 3,603 r3,576 3,555
Fabricated metal.sceeeocoeesesesssncsscnsossasesdoases 2,417 2,420 2,649 2,658 r2,718 2,799
Machinery (including electrical).cececeescececeeelOaas 7,822 7,844 8,232 8,412 r8,700 8,955
Transportation equipment (incl. motor vehicles).do.... 5,831 5,863 6,388 6,624 r6,749 6,760
Lumber and furniture....cecececeessessccescessealOenns 1,719 1,742 1,806 1,855 rl,871 1,826
Stone, clay, and glasSS.eeeeeceocseccccccscscscseelOucns 882 907 901 956 rogs 1,021

By stages of fabrication:
Purchased materialS.ccseeecscscsscesssesabil. of dol.. 6.4 6.3 7.1 7.1 r7.2 7.2
GoOdS N ProCeSS.eecsccesescsasscesosscsscascacelOesas 9.8 9.8 10.6 10.8 11.0 .
Finished goodS..ceeecocecssoscscsecscccescvescesdOoacs 7.9 8.0 8.0 8.3 8.5 8.8
Nondurable-goods industries, total 1/........mil. of dol.. 19,450 19,356 19,647 ri9,888 ri19,978 20,049
Food and beverage.ceesececccesscsccvscscccossccaesedOacas 4,697 4,543 4,661 4,584 r4,502 4,409
TODACCO. e tessencssesasscsascscssosccscssscesaselOness 1,963 1,934 1,797 1,867 r,938 1,924
Textil@iceeeessesavssosssecessvscccsccvrcsssccscsesdOnnnse 2,330 2,380 2,377 2,422 r2,460 2,492
PAPEIreseeceesscassscsssosscssssssensccsscsssccssssdO0ans 1,028 1,055 1,031 1,063 ri,080 1,116
ChemicCaleceoeesssecsscasossossecesscoassocssseceelOuase 3,049 3,045 3,142 3,280 r3,300 3,383
Petroleum and COAleeeeceeccassoncsacscccessscaceeadOseans 2,581 2,590 2,823 2,758 r2,699 2,726
RUDDEr..iceeceescssccsccccsecocersssccscscasceselOesas 806 806 888 ro43 963 eesceces

By stages of fabrication:
Purchased materialS.ceeceeesscecsssessssssbil. of dol.. 7.9 7.9 8.2 8.4 r8.4 8.3
GoOdS N ProCeSSeeeecccsccescsssssssscsssscssassdOucas 2.8 2.9 2.9 2.9 r3,0 3.1
Finished goOdS.sseseasscsvoscescasssscsasocasasalOuens 8.7 8.6 8.5 8.6 8.6 8.7
Book value (adjusted), totaleceeeecscrecscasssamil, of dol., 43,196 43,256 45,669 r45,923 r46,299 .46,800
Durable-goods industries, total 1/.ceeececcesscceseedOunas 23,984 24,028 26,050 26,317 r26,590 26,941
Primary metal...ecececsveescssccoscacscacassscesslOanas 3,239 3,262 3,491 3,494 r3,519 3,561
Fabricated metaleeeiecececcsoccsseassssacsncassedOoses 2,417 2,420 2,759 2,740 r2,718 2,799
Machinery (including electrical).iceeecesceseesedOoess 7,804 7,794 8,397 8,494 r8,678 8,933
Transportation equipment (incl, motor vehicles).do.... 5,838 5,861 6,475 6,603 r6,711 6,717
Lumber and furniture@...cocecececveccccscsscssseedOecase 1,719 1,724 1,843 1,837 ri,871 1,826
Stone, clay, and glasS.ceececsccescssascssscsssslOeans 865 872 948 956 r966 982

By stages of fabrication:
Purchased materialS.ccsesecssscesseesssssbil, of dol., 6.4 6.3 6.9 7.0 7.1 7.3
GoOdS IN ProCeSS.eeeccesessscssosasascassssanasslOnans 9.7 9.8 10.8 10.9 10.9 11,0
Finished goodS..ceeeeeeecreenosnoecsacecsooseseslOocss 7.9 7.9 8.3 8.4 8.5 8.6
Nondurab le-goods industries, total 1/........mil. of dol.. 19,212 19,228 19,619 r19,606 r19,709 19,859
Food and beverage....ceececeesssscscccassssssssedOenes 4,558 4,499 4,450 4,382 r4,372 4,337
L= = T P AP [« TS 1,852 1,842 1,779 1,795 ril,828 1,832
TextileieierenieeeaesoceocassassscssasossscessaelOoeas 2,354 2,380 2,426 2,471 r2,485 2,492
PapPErececccscevscsccssoscecessssscccsscascssscssesdOease 1,028 1,034 1,041 1,052 ri,069 1,083
ChemiCal.cieeeeeseessasceoscscssaccsseosasanessslOesas 3,020 3,019 3,157 3,199 r3,248 3,344
Petroleum and COAl.iaveeesescsancscssccecsoascealdOeens 2,634 2,670 2,768 2,731 r2,754 2,782
[T T Y [ TSN 790 782 935 ro34 935 sesccese

By stages of fabrication:
Purchased materials....ceeecececsccseeassbil, of dol.. 7.8 7.7 8.1 8.2 8.2 8.1
600dS N ProCeSSesssessecscsssssssssccsssscsnsseslOaee 2.8 2.8 3.1 2,9 r2.9 3.0
Finished goodS..eceeseoscecssscccocacsccssnsseaalOeess 8.6 8.7 8.4 8.5 r8.6 8.8

Digitized for FIEA Reyised. 1/ Includes data for "other industries" not shown,
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4 MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued

1955 1956
I TEM
January February November December January February
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS - Continued
Manufacturers' orders:
New orders, net (unadjusted), total.ccceocssoomil, of dol., 24,324 24,268 27,726 r28,684 r27,468 27,200
Durable-goods industries, tota!l 1/ceecscesccscssoselOecas {1,940 12,023 14,026 15,478 ri4,307 14,135
Primary metalcoscoccoscconasseccocccsossvccsocoselCooca 2,222 2,397 2,613 2,629 r2,482 2,700
Fabricated metal.cveecceceeoaesscsonsocossscsooaslOaoce 1,135 i,064 1,412 1,430 ri,328 1,381
Machinery (including electrical)eicecoccvocsasescdOuccn 2,983 3,191 3,682 4,268 r3,866 3,952
Transportation equipment (incl. motor vehicles)..do.... 3,015 2,871 3,726 4,634 r3,730 3,360
Nondurable=-goods indusirieS..eccececcocosccccancecelOnans 12,384 12,245 13,700 ri3,206 ri3,161 13,065
New orders, net (adjusted), total.ccoccccccccosvcaacelOancs 24,641 24,845 28,315 r29,295 28,074 27,767
Durable-goods industries, total 1/.cccoccoccososaseldOenss 12, 142 12,170 14,680 15,605 ri4,683 14,311
Primary metaleeeccceovscosuveascooocscccacosonoeeeldOecas 2,136 2,446 2,751 2,528 r2,387 2,755
Fabricated metal..ccocevvcsccascoscsacncacnasccenolOeoas 1,135 1,120 1,569 1,589 ri,398 1,454
Machinery (including electrical)oieeccecoceccseecdOoa.s 2,936 3,233 4,006 4,118 r3,806 4,000
Transportation equipment (incl. motor vehicles),.do.... 3,350 2,871 3,653 4,634 r4, 191 3,360
Nondurab le~goods industries, totale.ccecesoeaccoooasl0eaae 12,499 12,675 13,635 13,690 ri3,391 13,456
unfilled orders, end of month (unadjusted), totai,...do.... 47,174 47,471 53,774 55,491 r56,596 57,309
Durable-goods industries, total 1/.....ceccecs0000e800c0s 44,350 44,577 50,357 52,119 r53,314 54, 127
Primary metal.ccceeescoosoesecoscocsooscssscssnealOeacs 4,109 4,608 6,842 7,038 r7,092 7,394
Fabricated metal..ccoccecccocconcecsoenscscscocssdOecas 3,241 3,215 3,965 4,089 r4,074 4,133
Machinery (including electrical)..ccosocnsnesscesdOuaes 13,446 13,503 15,713 16,204 r16,567 16,821
Transportation equipment (incli. motor vehicles)..do.... 19,354 18,986 19,577 20,682 r21,246 21,427
Nondurab le-goods industries, total.cececcoocccacosclOucos 2,824 2,894 3,417 3,372 r3,282 3,182
PAPER AND PRINTING
Paper, excluding building paper, newsprint, and paperboard
(American Paper and Pulp Association):
Orders, NeW....ccceeevcessscsssssssthous, of short tons.. 972.2 919,5 p957.2 p987.0 2/ 881.0 cesecsse
Orders, unfilled, end of month...cevereececcsceeasesdOune, 713.5 701.8 p876.0 p892.0 2/ 866.0 cesecacs
Production..cecescscceocsncooecosnouonscaencsso .do.... 929.5 879.7 r973.7 r951,7 999.0 cosssone
Shipments...ccececooscsovcscsnvcesnssasvescossscoesldOeans 930. | 878.5 p953.8 p939.0 2/ 830.0 veoessen
Stocks, end of MONTh..eeeeceecoasecsacancnnns Y. 1 S 4457 420.6 pa7l. | p442.,0 2/ 381.0 .
Fine paper:
Orders, NeW,...ccccececscossscossscsssssccsescossesedOeasse 117.5 24,3 ri22,.s ri29.5 129.0 cececsce
Orders, unfilled, end of MONth..ecuevesoccsscseaaeslOaunn 62.0 72.5 r106,8 ril4,2 122.0 cecescos
Production. .vececeasscsovassoscascascessosncsnsesselOuans 121.5 116.7 ri25.3 ri23,7 128.0 ceccscns
ShipmentS..cceevesseascsesseassscssassssceassssceselOnacs 124.7 121.5 r126.9 r125.3 1240 coccsace
Stocks, end of MONth..ceeeccosecesscesscocssescseaadOoae. . 107.5 r99.0 r97.4 82.0 [P
Printing paper:
Orders, NeW....ececececscocascoscssssscssssscsnsssedOuces 345,7 313.5 r340,0 r362.6 367.0 cescecse
Orders, unfilled, end of MONthe.cceeceecscosennsesedOians 375.2 359,2 r438,2 r466.4 482.0 ceesenen
ProducCtioN..esessecsssscascccnsccascscssssnsascansslOiaas 313.9 295.4 r333.6 r331.1 333.0 eesscane
ShipMENtS..cecsecescassscncscnsssscacsssasssssssssadOuaes 309.9 292.1 r335,7 r330.3 327.0 cesscace
Stocks, end of MONth..eeeeeecscssceenccscccsecsaeeadOeaes 150.4 153.8 ri51.6 ri152.4 158.0 cevccoce
Coarse paper:
Orders, MeW....ceoeececesoscssssesesessccsssscscsessdOiuas 306.8 304.2 r312,3 r316.2 330.0
Orders, unfilled, end of moNth.e.cceeececcccsccccsasdOusas 152.3 149.6 r205.0 r213.9 213.0
Production, ...easenseaneas Y . [ JERN 302,3 293, 1 r315.0 r308.8 137.0
Shipments....ov.. P - [« I 298.9 287.8 r309.3 r315.3 327.0
Stocks, end of MORth.veeeeoeavoocane eesesesscscsneesl0ccas 105,7 89.0 r93.0 r8s.3 95.0

r/ Revised, p/ Preliminary. 1/ Includes data for "other industries" not shown. 2/ Beginning 1956, data do not include estimates for
tissue paper.
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