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2 WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS®

1955 1956
ITEM
Mar., 5 Mar. 12 Feb. I8 Feb, 25 Mar., 3 Mar, 10
Commodity prices, wholesale:

All commodities....cccvienrecrnsrccsrannansoses 1947-49=100,, cesscsnn #110.0 cesessce cssscees t12.1 1§2,2
Farm productS.oeccceecceccceuascasssseacsscscccscseelOuane| sevsveas *#92.1 [ ceecaase 85,1 85.8
Foods, processed..e.cecesecccssovecconassusassosseseelOuoasl wossnane *101,6 cevscons cescseee 98,7 98.7
All other.eeececiesececsoceoncososcccscocecossacessdOooce| convvens *115,6 csecenee [ i20.4 120.4

22 commodities 2/..ueeieeecsoscssecssccosascesscncnealBoons 89.9 88,6 88.6 88.5 89,0 89.3

Department store Sa81eS...c.ccoccsnnse0s00cccsscssscsaonel0osns 98 102 95 Qa7 104 sasessce
tnsured unemployment, Total...ceiceeeeccncacsccacssnssthOus,, 2,047 1,934 1,624 1,681 cevennns coessnes

State Progréms...ccoecccecssccsscscacscscsoscosscssseslOuons 1,797 1,721 1,482 1,536 evevsoss cessssse

Finance:

Currency in circulation 3/..ceseecscececasscsamil, of dol., 29,804 29,832 30,225 30, 196 30,188 30,253

Federai Reserve bank credit outstanding, total 3/....do.... 24,892 24,873 25,174 25,360 25,089 25,118

Member bank reserve balances 3/....cceecese0eocesceecdOunas 18,642 18,596 18,693 18,749 18,596 18,670
Excess reserves, @stimated 3/.ccceecececsscssscresadOins. 553 578 523 535 437 487

Federal Reserve reporting member banks in leading cities:4/

Demand deposits, adjusted...ccscecscsscesasomil, of dol.., 56,270 56,769 56,391 56, 106 56, 195 secseces
Time deposits, except Government...c.cececeeccesseel0cces 21,493 21,540 21,428 21,452 21,490
Loans and investments (adjusted), tot8l...eeeeeeeesdOua.e 84,341 84,167 84,310 84,072 84,182

U. S. Government obligationS.ceeecccsscscascscesslOioas 34,599 34,177 28,542 28,395 28,272

Commerciai, industrial, and agr. loans (gross)...do.... 22,241 22,265 26,271 26,241 26,317

Real-estate 08NS (Qross).eeeeccceesescaccccosscesl0uass 7,359 7,373 8,197 8,194 8,216

Failures, industrial and CommMercidl.c.ceeesceseesso.number,, 222 257 252 230 293

Bond yields, domestic corporate (Moody's) 3/......percent.. 3,21 3.21 3,27 3,27 3,27

Stock prices.480 stocks (Stand. & Poor's) 4/..1935-39=100.. 283.0 275.2 321.0 325.7 331.5
Industrials, 420 STOCKS.cccsvasesessvesvecoasscescalOuuas 316.6 307.8 368.5 374.5 382.3

Production:

Bituminous coal 3/...cec0sevsasesssaothous, of short tons.. 1,297 1,397 1,675 1,662 1,647 cesesens

Electric power, by utilitieS..eceeecccsecsemil, Of kw,=hr,, 9,727 9,726 11,321 11,277 11,199 eseccsso

Passenger cars and trucks (Ward's)...cceeceeececsso.Number.., 183,748 193,475 151,551 148, 175 157,532 158,118

Petroleum (crude) and condensate 3/.........thous. of bbl.. 6,806 6,845 7,116 7,184 7,146 teecsene

Steel 5/.veeecscccscscccsssssasssssssthous, of short tons.. 2,218 2,241 2,433 2,433 2,459 2,462
Percent of capacity 5/.cueeccecccecccsssosssssnscssccscas #91.9 #92.9 98.8 98.8 99,9 100,0

Freight carloadings, total......... eseseeesssthous, of cars,, 654 667 698 687 741 cecscsce

MiSCe | |BNEOUS. casessosassassrosssscssscsosansscossceelOnanse 362 365 363 364 378 cssessee

1/ Data do not always cover calendar weeks. 2/ Tuesday prices. 3/ Daily average. 4/ Wednesday data. 5/ Week ended March 17, 1956:
Production, 2,433 thous. short tons; operating rate, 98,8 percent. * Monthly index for March 1955, # Not comparable with 1956 retes which
are based on higher capacity. '

MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS

1955 1956
ITEM

January February November December January February

COMMODITY PRICES

Retail price:
All commodities (U.S.Dept, of Commerce index).1935-39=100,. 207.3 207.5 208.2 208, | 207.6 vecessase

DOMESTIC TRADE
All retail stores:

Estimated sales (unadjusted), total 1/........mil. of dol.. 13,279 12,762 15,894 19,268 ri13,866 13,709
Durab le-goods stores:
Automotive group.sesesess Y « [ JEA 2,645 2,707 3,039 3,118 r2,744 2,782
Furniture and appliance grouUP.ecescecesececcceaselOuians 698 682 927 1,163 r76l 751
Nondurab le-goods stores: .
ApPPAre! grouP..eeseeceesccsseccossssssscescsccseaalOuaas 693 602 988 1,598 r72i 629

vesdO.... 420 394 432 590 r459 454

Drug and proprietary stores.

Eating and drinking places.. cos PP (- P 1,013 950 1,126 1,182 r1,084 1,045
FOOd GrOUPescessvessesscssccnssscssssssscesasesseldOisns 3,398 3,253 3,648 4,168 r3,517 3,462
Gasoline service stationS..ceceeceesosesceccceceslOnias 949 873 1,085 1,104 rl,012 972
General=merchandiSe groUP.ecesescscscssscsscscssssdOecas 1,244 1,171 1,956 3,010 1,278 1,272
Estimated inventories:
Unad justed, 10tal.ceeescecesscccecccsscscosscasnaselOicas 20,970 22,010 24,780 r22,440 22,760 evesacsns
Durable=-goods STOreS..cceececossesccoccccsssssnoelOocas 9,700 10,270 10,930 10,410 10,840
Nondurab le~goods SToreS..ceceeecccecoccsscssssseslOans 11,270 11,740 13,850 ri2,030 11,920
Adjusted, 10tal.cccersnscessscecccsosassssasssssseedOeoae 22,210 22,360 253,590 r23,900 24,080
Durab |e~goods STOreS..eccecscecscssscscscocccaneslOunns 10, 160 10,330 11,000 r1,230 11,390
Nondurab 18~goods STOreS...eeeecsesscccssccsssecsslOnass 12,050 12,030 12,590 12,670 12,690
Firms with || or more stores, estimated sales:
Unad just@d. ccsocasecoosscsscsscsscsscossssccsssecssdOoeas 2,316 2,255 2,994 4,029 2,449 cecosceee
AdjUSTE@d.oeceeesssacassasoscsnsscssssarssscscscssccesldOecas 2,754 2,7i7 2,898 2,916 2,937 cesessnoe
Department store sales, United States total:
Unad justed iNdeX...ceeseeessssssssssosccesesss 947-49=100,. i 38 148 212 p95 e93
Adjusted indeX.ceeccecoecasssossccscasvocssascsscacncdOenns ri20 i12 122 ri23 pl24 ell9
Wholesale trade:

Sales, estimated (unadjusted), total.....ee...mil, of dol., 8,690 8,450 10,600 rio, 180 9,360 veeesssne
Durab le~goods establishments..ccieeeessesceceoesossedOuass 2,720 2,800 3,530 3,410 3,130 sescnesen
Nondurab le-goods establishmentS.e.eeeecacoossccssosd0ooasn 5,970 5,650 7,070 r5,770 6,230 sssessens

Inventories, estimated (unadjusted), tot@l.....cceeeo0u.e. 11,740 i1,770 12,620 12,290 2,480
Durable-goods establishmentS...cevesnevcscavecenassdoeas. 5,650 5,850 6,060 6,080 6,280
Nondurab le=goods establishmentS.esscsesossescosoasalOusas 6,09C 5,920 6,560 6,210 €,200

¢/ Revised, p/ Preliminary. e/ Estimated. |/ February 1956 figures are advance estimates.
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued 3

1955 1956
ITEM
January February November December January February
EMPLOYMENT AND WAGES
Labor force (Bureau of the Census):

Civilian fabor force.ecescosccsccovsssscssssessssthousands., 63,497 63,321 67,206 66,592 65,775 65,490

EMpioyed.cuarsorcsccecoccssccscsssocccs coseesssdOiis. 60, 150 59,938 64,807 64,165 62,891 62,576
Agricultural employment...cec.ceceoesccsscsscssoonacalOunse 5,297 5,084 6,920 5,884 5,635 5,469
Nonagriculitural empioyment..ceecesccscensosncacaoealOoons 54,853 54,854 57,887 58,281 57,256 57,i07

Unemployed. . ..ccrneneareacnconusaacacanan canananaan .do.... 3,347 3,383 2,398 2,427 2.885 2.914

nployees in nonagricultural establishments:

Total, unadjusted (U. S, Dept. of Labor)..ceceeessceeodOcasns 47,741 47,753 50,629 r51,31! r49,621 p49,446
ManufacturingesseseccccsscssssccoosssessoonscsacsseelOesas 15,925 16,060 17,049 ri17,026 rl6,838 pl6,778
Mining...ocooccossececesscoccascasscoscssesccsccecsalOenes 741 737 754 754 r747 p747
Contract constructTion.coeoscscccoesescccsscscsossoseeld0annn 2,237 Z,i69 2,580 r2,422 r2,258 p2,2i7
Transportation and public utilitieSieeveeccecoacsceelOeens 3,927 3,937 4,143 ra, 165 r4,096 p4,089
Wholesale and retail trade..cc.coeecsccacecccasocseelOooae 10,419 10,309 i1,126 rit,753 ri0,850 p10,720
Finance, insurance, and real estate...cocecccesceceslOuees 2,124 2,132 2,213 r2,219 r2,210 p2,222
Service and miscel |8NEOUS.cceeceecocscscssssscccsceaslOeasne 5,533 5,536 5,690 r5,657 r5,602 p5,611
GOVernment..ceeeeeccecocscscotonssvorcecccccoscesceelOaace 6,835 6,873 7,074 r7,3i5 r7,020 p7,062

Production workers in manufacturing industries:

TotaleeeieessoeeessoesssacosssccssossosscossccssvoncosdOuass 12,523 12,649 13,498 ri3,464 ri3,281 pl3,204

Durable-goods industrieS.ceccsccceccccccas veeeeolOsuas 7,182 7,282 7,839 r7,847 r7,766 p7,687
Ordnance 8nd aCCESSOrieS..ccocecccscsccoosassssnsalOiass 96 94 -84 83 82 p8I
Lumber and wood products (except furniture).......do.... 631 639 696 665 638 p640
Furniture and fixtureS..cceeccessoccsecsscccs .do... 293 296 323 321 r3i8 p320
Stone; clay, and gloss productS....vicsvesoccacacsfOccas 430 434 477 ra70 rd65 nd62
Primary metal industrieS..ceececceccccesscecccacsealOasns 1,013 1,032 1,151 ri, 160 rl,162 pl, 159
Fabricated metal products 1/...cceceececoscccesceelOiucn 834 844 912 ro08 r8gl p877
Machinery (except electric@l)iceecececcccccecccceedOenns 1,109 1,125 1,213 rl,236 ri,249 pl,259
Electrical machinery,.e.cee. PP . [« TP 800 803 870 r872 r859 p854
Transportation equipment.cceecccss e eseelOcaes 1,400 1,426 1,484 ri,511 ri,495 pl,423
Instruments and related productS...ececececescsceedOueas 217 216 225 r226 226 p226

Nondurable-goods industries......cecvevccevescsceaaadOiase 5,341 5,367 5,659 r5,617 r5,515 p5,517
Food and kindred produCtS..ececesccccscscsscececscelOuaas 1,007 985 i,130 ri,071 ri,0i2 p996
Tobacco manufacturesS.ceeeeeecescesssescccssccaseeadOaans 9l 89 101 ro7 ro2 po0
Textile-mill products...ceceeececvescccccsscasseesdOunens 977 985 998 r999 rogi p987
Apparel and other finished textile products.......d0.... 1,069 1,101 1,135 ri,139 ri,123 pl, 145
Paper and allied productS...eececeeccssccccessasselOunas 437 437 465 rd63 457 p454
Printing, publishing, and allied productS...eceeeed0.0as 512 512 539 537 529 p529
Chemica's and allied productS..ececececcecreccsescedOians 534 535 557 r559 r561 p564
Products of petroleum and COBleeenceccecsscscsoseslOecas 169 170 171 170 ri169 pl68
Rubber productsS...ieseeceesscossscescssesscsssssssdOiaes 209 209 231 234 r233 p229
Leather and leather productS.cceceececscccccccccceedOenns 336 345 332 r348 r348 p353

Manufacturing production-worker indexes:
Emp loyment: Unadjusted...eccecceccocssescseeees 947-49=100,, 101.2 102.3 109, | r108.9 rl107.4 pl06.8
Adjusted..ceecrcenccncesconnne 101.8 102.5 108,4 108.3 r107.9 pl06.9
Payrolls, unadjusted...ceeeeecoccssccesssscscesssccsesdOuans 141,5 144.4 163,9 ri63.9 ri58.9 p158.0
Labor turnover in manufacturing establishments:

ACCeSSion rate.ccecceessesssmonthly rate per 100 employees.. 3.3 3.2 3.3 r2.5 p3.3 cessesnse

Separation rate, total.iceesecccececocsccccccccccsosceelOeaas 2.9 2.5 3.1 r3.0 p3.6 sssesese
DiSChArg@.ceceececescccccssesssceccscesssscsccsseseelOaces .2 .2 3 .2 p.3 P
Lay=off..e.. PP [« J 1.5 (] 1.2 1.4 pl.7 cecvcense
QUit eeiceeseosescacencesccscssossesscsessssvessesselOouca 1.0 1.0 1.4 fol pl.4 ceessces
Military and misce!| |an@OUS.ccevsosscscscssassscacsseslO0uacs ] .2 .2 .2 p.2 vesesese

Hours and earnings:

Average weekly hours per worker, all manufacturing...hours.. 40,2 40.4 41,2 41.3 40,6 p40.6
Durable-goods industrieS.ececcossccasssncessccssescalOuaae 40,9 41,1 ral,.8 41.9 ral,2 p4l.2
Nondurable-goods industrieS.eccececccesescccscccscceaslOeees 39,3 39,5 40,3 40,4 r39.8 p39.8

Average weekly earnings, all manufacturing.........dollars,, 73.97 74.74 79.52 79.71 78.36 p78.36
Durable~goods industri@sS..ccceoeescececscccsvcscseseslOeaas 80. 16 80,56 r86.11 86.31 r84,87 p84.46
Nondurab 16~goods induStTriesS...ceeececscacessscsoscesdOasas 66,02 66,36 70,12 70.30 r69.65 p69.25

Average hourly earnings, all manufacturing........000000.00. 1.84 1.85 1.93 1.93 1.93 pl.93
Durable=goods industriesS.ceceeeccccessccces 1,96 1,96 2.06 2.06 r2.06 p2.05

Ordnance and BCCESSOri@S...eeeesscsesessssscssssosedOuans 2,03 2,03 2.10 2.10 r2,13 p2.13
Lumber and wood products (except furniture).......do.... 1.63 1.63 1.69 1.66 1.64 pl.64
Furniture and fixtures....ceeeeceecccsceccscceaseseedorae 1.58 1.59 1.64 |.64 1.64 pl.64
Stone, clay, and glass productS..ceceeccsscsscsseedOioas 1.81 .81 1.90 1.89 ri.90 pl.90
Primary metal industries....ccceeeevecescccecsseaedOuaas 2,16 2.15 2,31 2.32 2,33 p2.32
Fabricated metal products 1/.ceeeececcsccocecocesslOiene 1.95 1.95 r2,03 2,03 2,03 p2.03
Machinery (except electrical).ceccsccescccccccsceedOnnas 2.03 2,04 r2.15 2.16 2.i7 p2,17
Electrical machinery.cceccscesoscocsscssccsssscsesl0noss 1.85 1,85 1,91 1.92 ri,92 pl.93
Transportation equipment...cceeeeeecescceccccssceaalOuans 2.20 2.20 r2,30 2.28 r2.24 p2.25
instruments and related productS.ceccecccccscccsesaldOiess .87 1,88 r1.95 1,95 rl.97 pl.96

Nondurab 1e~goods industries...eeeceescocccoscsacnsscdOusns 1,68 1,68 1.74 1.74 1.75 pl.74
Food end kindred products...ceeecececssccscsecaceslOuaas .72 1,73 1,80 1.82 ri.84 pl.82
Tobacco MBNUFBCTUreS.eescooscoccsoosscoscscsccsseelOonss 1,33 1.34 1,34 1,38 1,40 pl.40
Toxtile=mi Il productS.eseccceccoceccsssosocssosesalOeaas 1.37 1,38 1.42 1.42 1.42 pi.42
Appare! and other finished textile products.......do,... 1.35 1.35 1.36 1.36 1.37 pl.38
Paper and allied producTS.cisecssscsccscsscecascesdOiaene 1,79 1,79 i.87 1.88 ri.88 pl.88
Printing, publishing, and allied industries,......do.... 2,31 2.33 2.36 2.38 r2.37 p2.37
Chemicals and allied productS.ccccosasscsconsecssalOoe.. 1,94 1,95 2.04 2.04 2,05 p2.05
Products of petroleum and COBl.cssescosscscesoceesl0aass 2.28 2.27 2.42 2,40 2.40 p2.4i
Rubber produCtS.cecosscosscsnescns ecoesscesesesdO, ., 2.03 2.04 2.17 2,16 r2.i6 p2.15
Leather and leather products,...cocew:cssc PR [ 1,39 1.39 ri.44 1.44 .46 pl.46

r/ Revised. p/ Preliminary, 1/ Except ordnance, machinery, and transporiation equipment.
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4 MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Confinued

1954 1955 1956
ITEM
fiecember Jenuary Oetober November fHecember January
F i NANCE
Consumer credi+ {short- and intermediate~term); :
Totai outstanding, ent of month...ccovevecsooomiie of dol., 30,125 29,760 34,840 35,089 36,225% 35,554
installment cradit, tot@l.osccvnocisoccoiocasncaosolOcaos 22,467 | 22,436 26,963 27,247 27,895 27,724
insta!iment credit extended and repaid: ; :
Unad justed: Extended, total...cocosascssnsccsnvonolBoasa 3,046 2,389 3,051 3,103 3,508 2,725
Rep@id, ToT8lescooscunonoocoscunosooselOuiasa 2,593 2,420 2,787 | 2,819 2,860 2,896
Adjusted: Extended, tot@l...cooecsooncvccssnonsooelCeoan 2,762 2,830 3,078 5,185 3,185 3,212
Repaid, TOT8l.cuoovsnonsososoosauvscocnseB0uase 2,488 2,496 2,774 2,830 2,747 2,986
TRANSPORTAT ION AND COMMUNICATIONG :
Operations on scheduied airiines: i/ :
Milgs TioWn, T@VEMUB..cs:ovocscconzcovocossaseass TNHOUSBNTS, ., 44,365 45,092 49,201 45,592 48,3500 cocseses
Express and freight fon-miles flowWn...coonvocascoscs280eons 19,697 15,347 21,528 16,257 Zi,510 vovesnss
M2il, ton-miies FloWN.coocoasacocccnsssnssocscnoncooslBocos 9,833 6,574 7,009 ¢ 10,077 svooecsn
Passengers carriod, T8VeNUE.c.cccccscrosoocncocsonooslOooon 2,518 2,601 ! 2,705 | 2,724 2soanves
Passenger-mi i8¢ TI1OWR, F@VeNUG,.ccsociovsossonoooiiiions,, i,428 1,485 i i.453 ¢ £, 578 sscoanas
ELECTRIC POWER §
£lectric power, production, Tot8iccoacs cessoMii, of kW.=hr,. 49,890 50,404 34,2086 54,513 57,871 58,097
Electric utiiities.coooncoo00000s00auncocsvanncosccoolDosoo 43,449 43,955 47,367 47,7518 50,715 1,120
industrial establishmentS.cococosvensscacorsocscsocealBosoa 6,441 8,448 6,839 8,762 6,856 6,972
{UMBER AND MANUFACTURES
Lumber (Naticnal Lumbor Manufacturers Association}:
Preduction, ToT2loeoseocceccnorocononasosafiie OF bd. $1., 3,085 2,812 3,438 PR 2,888 2,933
SOFtHO0AS . . snenccsuscsnososceosososnsoscosssoasonosod0ooos 2,499 2,251 2,728 2,442 2,280 2,305
Shipments, tot@l..cvovcvsosocvisovoucncovuvscusosacosdCuaoe 3,067 2,827 3,360 3,076 2,778 2,904
SoftWO0dS. cs0osevcnosncocsovnccsscosnsscsanasoccoosl0aocs 2,479 2,243 % 2,808 2,360 2,106 2,227
Stocks, gross (miii and concentration yardsi....cccoedCusos 9,241 $,225 8,597 8,618 2,722 8,746
SOftWoOdS . covoceecscsncocovsnoooocnssssossscscsococlBoosn 5,275 5,282 5,188 5,254 5,429 5,495
METALS AND MANUFACTURES
Barrels and drums, steel, heavy types: ‘ ; )
Orders, unfilied, @nd of MORThieccesovsosossaosothousands,. ZaR2T 2,198 1,910 j i, 741 i,840 2,377
ShipmentS.cccocesoccocscososanconscsvosvnsaoccesasocaluons 1,797 1,742 2,075 2,042 2,185 1,940
Stocks, end of month,.coccncovcecoccosssovocosnsoosso@@ooaa 90 o ied 38 147 i7
Foundry equipment (new), new orders, net H
mo, avg. shipments, 1947-49=100,, 143,9 &i,0 g5 | i54.4 i83.9 sessssce
STONE, CLAY, AND SLASS PRODUCTS
Portiand cement:
ProduCtion.ccsconcosucoccsccsossrosscsosanseThOUS, OF bbl,, 22,290 20,223 27,924 24,894 23,075 eascenen
Shipments..ococsaecooccaosssnseccoosscnoacococcossnoosdOonnae 16,347 13,520 28,950 21,985 17,203 asescoes
Stocks, tinished, end Of moOnth,cecoccecccassrucvosoeoldBuoann 16,734 23,437 8,754 rit,664 i7,536 0000s00a
Stocks, clinker, end of month.c.ccsecoccssconscsccocelOooss 5,274 7,888 3,514 74,236 6,750 cscoscce
TRANSPORTAT ION EQUIPMENT
Motor vehicies, factory sales, tot@l..cvcecococscnasonumber,, 766,185 725,379 801,256 7860, 800 #799,092 690,253
Coaches, tot@l.ceooscocsccoenccoscssovoscovsssocennse@Ooacs 427 190 469 r359 410 253
DOMESTiConsoocansancanannncacancnsosssnannoaasnoenodPaoas 337 185 385 340 4086 242
Passenger cars, +0t@lco.ccococscscsccosscosvscsoosoealBocos 669,936 635,513 505, 177 745,993 r695,096 59,032
DomestiCeocvocesccoocoscsoocscocassscasocnsoacsoooeldsoce 643,763 611,040 491,893 720,667 r667,974 569,846
Trucks, TOt&lcoceccoccsosocnvosvecosossoncossnosoecocoslDocasn 95,822 89,676 95,610 114,448 r 103,586 98,968
DOMESTiCovooecsonocsssscoossossnossssvsoososscensnelOsant 79,793 73,947 81,390 98,345 r86,921 83,752
£/ Revised, i/ Data beginning !955 include loca! service gperations of ons carrier.
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