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WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS

N

1955 1956
{TEM
Feb. 26 Mer., 5 Feb, 11 Feb., 18 Feb. 25 Mar, 3
Commodity prices, wholesale:
All commoditios. . cvesveeesccceseansssonscesneea 947-492100,, eessaces *#110.4 .9 2.1 112.0 2.t
Farm productS...eeeecceccccaccscesscosscnscssssosssd0iuac| conceoons *#93, 1 84.7 86.0 85.7 85,1
FoOdS, Drocessed.....ceeeceeeevccssssccassrcecscoae80icae| ocoveeann | *103,2 98.7 98,7 98.4 98.7
All ofher..v.veeecesciesnancans tecessanconscacesesedOiiis] cieeenn. *115,7 120.2 120.2 120.2 120.4
22 commodities 2/...veiascerescssocassscecanscnssasesdOasans 0.9 89.9 88.9 88.6 88.5 89,0
Department store SAieS,....eesccesocoocasossscssorncsealOiaes 93 98 97 95 97
Insured unemployment, total...,...coecnneeissrasaee..-.Thous., 2,074 2,017 1,637 1,622 cssssesany cesvessan

STate ProgramsS...ceceoscescsscenonscecnsssscsscacasselOnasa 1,846 1,797 1,497 1,483 ceesseses cesevecas
Finance:

Currency in circulation 3/.cecavecseccncaereo.mil, of dol., 29,796 29,804 30,230 30,225 30, 196 30, 188

Federal Reserve bank credit outstanding, total 3/....do.... 24,932 24,892 25, 104 25,174 25,360 25,089

Member bank reserve balances 3/.....cocevesesavecccaalOuaas 18,716 18,642 18,773 18,693 18,749 18,596
Excess reserves, estimated 3/..cvceececessnsoncassedOias 608 553 473 523 535 403

Federal Reserve reporting member banks in leading cities:4/

Demand deposits, adjusted.......ccecnvea.eas..mil, of dol.. 56,744 56,270 57,048 56,391 56, 106 coeesesae
Time deposits, except GOVErnment...oee.seessocereaed0unn. 21,470 21,493 21,460 21,428 21,452 ceseesens
Loans and investments (adjusted), T¥otal.ceeveveeesaldon... 84,241 84,341 84,143 84,310 84,073 cecosesne
U. S. Governiment obligationS.eceecvicesosescoescadOuses 34,750 34,599 28,499 28,542 28,395 cocoecses
Commercial, industrial, and agr, loans {gross)...do.... 22,108 22,241 26, 18! 26,271 26,241 veesssses
Real-estate 10a8ns (gross)...vesecocessosccossansel0sen 7,342 7,359 8,162 8,197 8,194 cecsteens

Failures, industria! and COMMErCidliseoeaosnsannenrs RUMDET,, 178 222 236 252 230 233

Bond vieids, domestic corporate (Mcody's} 3/......percsnt,. 3.20 3.21 35,28 3,27 3.27 3.27

Stock prines,480 stocks {Stand. & Poor’sy 4/,.1935-3¢=10C,, 280G.4 283.C 32i.6 32i.0 325.7 331.5
industriaic, 420 STOCKS. s vucvsssvonnaaonssonsvacesl00ane 314,46 3i6.6 369.3 368.5 374.5 382.3

Production:

Bituminous €0d8i 3/...ovesescassoccsss.thous, of short tons,. 1,467 1,297 {1,692 1,675 },662 cesocsence

Electric power, by utiliti€S.uivoavcsovcacemMil, of kw.~hr., 9,725 9,727 i1,513 Pi,321 ii,277 ceeceanae

Passenger cars and frucks {(Ward's)...u.u.veeese. . number., 186,24} 83,748 160,567 154,551 148,175 159,020

Petroleum {(crude} ang condensate 3/.........Thous, of bbi., 6,73% 6,806 7,046 7,116 7,184 esscssnos

STee! 5/uuiiioecovacnusancosasoasnss.Thous, of short tons.. 2,198 2,218 2,439 2,433 2,433 2,459
Percent Of €BPACiTY 5/ . cicoeoncacovcocancsssasssosccassas #9C.8 #91.9 99, 98.8 28.8 29,9

Freight carioadings, T0T8 areesuressenenann- thous, of cars.. 631 | £59 684 698 687 Ceeseesns

MiSCE i iBNEOUS.cavreanosccroeoncvencsorsosssosssaorsoolOucnn 335 | 383 354 363 374 ecaesaass

1/ Deta do not slways cover calendar weeks, 2/ Tuesday prices. 3/ Daily average. 4/ wWednesday data. 5/ Week ended March 10, 1956:
Production, 2,422 thous, short tons; operating rate, 98,4 percent, # Monthiy index for February 1955, # Not comparabie with 1956 rates
which are based on higher capacity.

MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS

1954 1955 1956
ITEM
December January October November December January
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS
Persona! income, by source, seasonally adj., at annual rates:
Total personal iNCOME...eccvueearrocnsasssasasbil, of dol.. 293.4 292.2 309.2 312.0 r314.8 312.5
wage and salary disbursements, total..... [P . [ JM 198.8 199.3 213.3 215.3 r215.8 215.5
Commodity-producing industrieS..eeecececeees odo.. .. 84.8 85.4 92.8 94.0 9,1 93.6
Distributive industries...ccceceeecececsesseensssdoo, .. 53.1 52.9 56.4 56,8 r56.9 56.9
Service industries,.c..ceeeeaseoesnesscsccascassslOisnn 26.6 26.8 28.2 28.5 r28.7 28.7
Government..eeeensann. PP« I TP 34.3 34.2 35.9 36.0 r36,1 36.3
Other 1abor NEOTE. . eeeveers annenoscos vresennseeeslOiaas 6.7 6.8 7.1 7.1 7.2 7.2
Proprietors! and renta! income......... (R [ JN 48.9 49,1 49.8 50.2 rd9,9 49.8
Perscaal interast income and dividendsS..ceenzeeceeedOiaas 26,5 25.0 27.4 27.6 29.9 28.0
Transter payIrentS.cvicensnsnscvaescr ssocansasnaseselOiaas 17.1 17.0 16.9 17.1 17.4 17.7
Less parsonal contributions tor scciai insurance...do.... 4.6 5.0 5.3 5.3 5.4 5.7
Total nonagricultural income.....es.iesvesiacenseoancsedoi.,. 278. 1 276.5 294 .4 296.6 r299.9 297.9
Manufacturers' sales:

value (unadjusted), total........... eeec-o:0eemil, of doi,, 24,164 23,699 27,830 27,292 r26,977 26,464
Durable-goods industries, Total i/.....c.cc0ne0e0..00.... 11,737 11,400 13,656 13,723 ri3,716 13,152
Primary metal...c..oeeceencisaconcsnsosacosessaseslOuaas 1,793 1,873 2,369 2,390 r2,433 2,429
Fabricated metal...ceveeecrececesccsarereccneseeelOonnn 1,043 1,078 1,548 1,381 rl,306 1,366
Machinery (inciuding electricdl)eeeseeeecececaeeedOuane 3,287 2,920 3,577 3,473 r3,777 3,549
Transportation equipment (incl. motor vehicles)..do.... 3,213 3,166 3,087 3,633 r3,529 3,175
Lumber and furniture.....cceceeeeceecssccscosessealoia.e 955 944 1,188 1,133 ri,045 1,028
Stone, clay, and glassS.....ceeseecrcorecreaaesessdoa... 530 498 738 668 ré6i3 547
Nondurab le-goods industries, total 1/......c00000..d0.... 12,427 12,299 14,174 13,569 ri3,261 13,312
Food and beverage.....coececececccccasnssoscasceasdOuioas 3,975 3,908 4,352 4,088 r4,016 4,002
TODBCCO. s eveaeeescsoscscsnnancssssssasssasesscassdOeces 317 277 320 334 r327 305
Textileeieieeeieeeoasesosesscesescnsncassnneasaseadonaas 1,077 1,047 1,246 1,221 ri, 115 1,063
PADEr . i ieeeecereesssonncsescasnsocssssccssacacssedOiase 712 756 921 886 r83s 897
ChemiCal. cieeeeneencescosassocsacncesscsvasasaselOiacs 1,621 1,776 2,040 1,919 ri,801 1,959
Petroleum and coal.. I | SN 2,470 2,339 2,362 2,454 r2,695 2,557
Rubber..cioveeeessenn Y [ T 400 437 483 443 457 cesccenns
Value (adjusted), total.eccceenencscnonscerscrcncacssndO, ey 24,097 24,287 26,637 27,343 r27,300 27,121
Durable-goods industries, total 1/..iiececeecnceceedOuiuns 11,570 11,850 13,261 13,721 ri3,688 13,634
Primary metal.ceeeececececeesosancseascossscnssssdOuase i,719 1,829 2,324 2,393 r2,341 2,369
Fabricated metai..ceereceeecssooccccccaccnnncecesdOnans i,098 i,i23 i,382 1,395 ri,375 1,423

Digitized for FrARewmised. 1/ Includes data for “other industries" not shown.
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MONTHLY BUGINESS STATISTICS — Coniinued 3

1954 1955 1956
ITEM
December January October November December January
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS - Continued
Manufacturers' sales, value (adjusted) - Continued
Durable-goods industries - Continued
Machinery (including electrical)...........mil. of dol.. 3,147 3,075 5,472 3,553 r3,648 3,738
Trensportation equipment (incl. motor vehicles)...do.... 3,061 3,221 3,252 3,576 r3,460 3,205
Lumber and furniture....coevsoooeccssvnsscnovsvecel0uacs 985 1,026 1,131 1,144 ri,124 1,117
Stone, clay, and glassS..c.cosscoesecccccroscascacelOiace 596 586 665 655 ré674 644
Nondurab le-goods industries, total 1/......c000e0...d0,... 12,527 12,437 13,376 13,622 ri3,612 13,487
Food and beverage..eeeeeer-ocscescocsasossossssseslOanan 3,991 3,993 4,104 4,047 r4,095 4,103
TODACCO. covovasnsassscassssnsnssorsocsossassassenslOeans 299 298 327 327 r337 328
Textileeeeseaoenne Y « - FN 1,046 1,068 1,112 1,197 ri,126 1,085
2 To 1 R evescesssnnan vesessssdoL... 742 741 877 886 r873 879
ChemiCBleesssoerescosossossoosscssscesssnnsscnsseslOuaca 1,764 1,740 1,939 2,014 ri,959 1,918
Petroleum and COBl...ocevescooeonsncssnssssccsasselOeuns 2,287 2,293 2,339 2,479 r2,495 2,483
RUBDEr...00eceeseasnccscscccvsssecsasossscsssseseeldOiass 417 424 447 482 476 cscessee
Manufacturers' inventories, end of month:
Book value (unadjusted), total....c.coveuvvvaaumil, of doi.. 43,511 43,503 44,959 45,317 r46,085 46,586
Durable-gocds industries, total l/..ci.caveeverceeasdOies 24,047 24,053 25,377 25,670 r26,235 26,626
Primary met2l..coeceesscsscsacocccovsccsosscnsselOeons 3,345 3,280 3,512 3,600 r3,603 3,597
Fabricated metai..cceeevenceveoccncesnssvacsnsesdOans 2,391 2,417 2,617 2,649 r2,658 2,709
Machinery (including efectricalle.eeeccsoacas eeedO.son 7,820 7,822 8,093 8,232 r8,412 8,718
Transportation equipment (inci, motor vehicles).do.... 5,825 5,831 6,346 6,388 r6,624 6,586
tumber and furnitur€.cocoveccnsscanns sessssonseedOiaas {,690 1,719 {,806 1,806 rl,855 1,872
Stone, clay, and gi@SS...urecnossvescensssscsacal0scan 860 882 900 801 ro56 992
8y stages of fabrication:
Purchased materidiS..ccvcasscensosassanosdil, Of doia. 6.5 6.4 7.1 7.1 r7.1 7.1
GOOGS iN ProCeSS..accesscsscarsorsoacesvosansoscsalOioans 9.7 9.8 10.5 10.6 r10.8 1.0
Finished goo85...eeecvioonscososocesesesavsnnoesl0ioasn 7.8 7.9 7.8 8,0 r8.3 8.5
Hondurab le-goods industries, fotai 1/........mii. of dol.. 19,464 19,450 19,582 19,647 r19,850 19,960
Food and beverage...c..c.vsco esavns saceses sevenveslCussn 4,730 4,697 4,856 4,661 r4,584 4,499
TODBCCO.aascssonssensncccesononsosnonsssncssossalOecsn 1,919 1,963 1,777 1,797 r1,867 1,936
ToXti f@ueeroroasovnvoasunsvasacncosscrasencscassUBeuas 2,327 2,330 2,349 2,377 r2,422 2,450
PBDEI ceeusersoesrasassnssssssnsscosoncasasssc P - TN 1,014 1,028 1,028 1,031 1,063 1,090
CheimiCBlesessavencoossosnccsnvsscisacnssencsvscasdUasan 3,082 3,045 3,101 3,142 3,280 2,336
Petroleum and coal..... sevense cessesrcsonsesnanselOo.os 2,669 2,581 2,880 2,823 r2,758 2,686
Rubber...evvas seeses eocsusvreasssaccaesscssenssoalOicos 821 806 848 888 905 ccscnese
By stages of fabrication:
Purchased materials..ccveecscascsceasesasbil, of doi.. 8.1 7.9 7.9 8.2 r8.4 8.3
GOOAS iN ProCeSS..sevccessosccsssossssnssssssasselCaass 2.7 2.8 3.0 2.9 2.9 3.1
Finished goOGSessecoceeercooscsscsnnssccossessesdOiaas 8.7 8,7 8.7 8.5 r8.6 8.6
Book value (adjusted), totai....cceevesvvecessaamil, of dol,. 43,265 43,196 45,356 45,669 ra5,885 46,217
Durable-goods industries, total 1/.cccceuuonceessesadOenas 24,023 23,984 25,659 26,050 r26,317 26,519
Primary metal.cesueceecessasoccsesreocaoscosasealOeans 3,235 3,239 3,426 3,491 r3,494 3,540
Fabricated metal,...ceeeecoescccaccecnncnnsnes eedo.... 2,440 2,417 2,726 2,759 r2,740 2,709
Machinery (including electrical)..veeeceeceseeacdOosns 7,881 7,804 8,240 8,397 r8,494 8,698
Transportation equipment (incl. motor vehicles).do.... 5,780 5,838 6,331 6,475 ré,603 €,575
Lumber and furnitur€.secececosccacens PP « [ SR 1,690 1,719 1,843 1,843 ri,837 1,872
Stone, clay, and glaSS.e.osecosacecroceavosavesed0uans 860 865 947 948 r956 973
By stages of fabrication:
Purchased materidlS,..cceeeeesssecaasssassbil, of dol.. 6.3 6.4 7.0 6.9 7.0 7.1
GOOdS N ProCeSS.eeeecscosesvecrcososccsocansaselOiene 9.8 9.7 10.5 10.8 ri0,9 10.9
Finished Qo00S.ceseassssscssensoacscnsossnssosaslOuaaa 7.9 7.9 8,2 8.3 r8.4 8.5
Nondurable-goods industries, total I/........mil. of dol., 19,242 19,212 19,697 19,619 r19,568 19,698
Food and beverage....cceeceecessecsssscocoacessadOuaas 4,532 4,558 4,497 4,450 r4,382 4,369
TObACCO.ceeeeeteccesaracsosecaseacaccnccsosaesealOouns 1,845 1,852 1,759 1,779 ri,795 1,826
Textile..... PRI « [« PR 2,399 2,354 2,397 2,426 r2,471 2,475
POPEr eeeeesevssesoseossosccsccscencsssascssscsces@Oians 1,004 1,028 1,049 1,041 ri,052 1,079
ChemiCal..eeseseosesoscscsesssscscasacnsoasessselOuass 3,013 3,020 3,190 3,157 r3,199 3,283
Petroleum and coal. 2,643 2,634 2,824 2,768 r2,731 2,741
RUDbBEr. . i veeaeesvosonecassescecssassoscccsesassslOuuan 821 790 902 935 896 [P PYOIN
By stages of fabrication:
Purchased materials.....cceeevaveeeessneeabil, of dol,. 7.8 7.8 8.0 8.1 8.2 8.2
GOOdS iN ProOCESS.cececssscescssscsasssacasnsssnesalOuans 2.8 2.8 3.0 3.1 r2.9 3.0
Finished gOOdS..ceeeseescecocsscosvassssassnssesldOnsas 8.6 8.6 8.7 8.4 r8.5 8.5
Manufacturers' orders:
New orders, net (unadjusted), total............mil. of dol.. 24,309 24,324 28,213 27,726 r28,694 27,533
Durable-goods industries, 10tal 1/..c.ceeeveeccconeeelOueen 11,788 11,940 14,061 14,026 ri5,478 14,339
Primary metal..... 2,151 2,222 2,302 2,613 r2,629 2,543
Fabricated metal..ccecsectoscans 1,159 1,135 1,540 1,412 ri,a430 1,398
Machinery (including electrical).icieececccesceeeadoo.., 3,029 2,983 3,882 3,682 r4,268 3,889
Transportation equipment (inci, motor vehicles)...do.... 3,173 3,015 3,434 3,726 r4,634 3,702
Nondurab le=goods induSTrieS.....qeeeesseccccccccecselOians 12,521 12,384 i4,152 i3,700 ri3,216 13,194
New orders, net (adjusted), total...ceeeeeececsscceseeadOn.s 24,760 24,641 27,466 28,315 r29,306 28, 131
Durable-goods industries, total l/...ccceceeencaesesdoea.. 11,963 12, 142 14,094 14,680 r15,605 14,710
Primary metal..ceecseessscecccccccscnsescssssceseelOuans 2,068 2,136 2,373 2,751 r2,528 2,445
Fabricated metal...c.eveveeecoeencsscncsnescscseasdOuaas 1,288 1,135 1,540 1,569 r1,589 1,472
Machinery (including @lectrical)ee.eeeeocccccscscsedO0ens 2,933 2,936 3,929 4,006 r4,l18 3,827
Transportation equipment (incl, motor vehicles),..do.... 3,173 3,350 3,434 3,653 r4,634 4,159
Nondurab le=goods industries, total....ceeececseccesslOieas 12,797 12,499 13,372 13,635 ri3,701 13,421
uUnfilled orders, end of month (unadjusted), total.....do.... 46,529 47,174 53,340 53,774 r55,491 56,560
Durab le-goods industries, total 1/.ceeeceecacsseecesdOosas 43,790 44,350 50,054 50,357 r52,119 53,306
Primary metal...eereeennnnee cececescsesl0i.a. 3,760 4,109 6,619 6,842 r7,038 7,152
Fabricated metal...iieieiieneesncsassansscnsesceeadlo.l, 3,184 3,241 3,934 3,965 r4,089 4,121
Machinery (inciuding electrical).e.eeececeeeeeeseedO,aa. 13,363 13,446 15,504 15,713 r16,204 16,544
Transportation equipment (incl. motor vehicles)...do.... 19,505 i9,354 19,484 19,577 r20,682 21,209
Nondurab le-goods industries, total..c.eeeaceoecsseeedOo,.. 2,739 2,824 3,286 3,417 r3,372 5,254

Digitized for FRYSRevised. 1/ Includes data tor "other indusfr.ies" not shown.
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4 MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continved

1955 1956
ITEM
January February November December January February
COMMODETY PRICES
Prices received and paid by farmers:
Prices received, aii farm products...ococcosco 910-14=100,, 243 244 225 223 226 226

CrOPSacooessconsonssccacosoonceoseoacocosocosssoasaolCosoa 247 244 224 227 231 231
Commercial vegetables, fresh marketocoocsocecsoosd0oooe 257 258 23} 231 244 244
CottON.cuueocooocoosvacoconocaassnsnccsososscssssdOunas 275 268 274 264 259 262
Feed grains and hBY...cc.c00ceeos00acnsosssoccsaclOoune 204 203 164 170 171 173
FOOd QrainsS,.ceecovessooncosecosssocoessscccsscasdOooes 241 240 220 221 220 220
FruitecoceecsceccoscnsoeocsseccssssesoncesccsoeselOosns 216 203 193 207 225 212
Oi I=bearing CropS.ccocscccsssscccscescssssoosscsalOooss 274 270 228 232 236 239
Potet0es §/.ccoccossesoonscocossossnscoooscssssssdOasss 192 198 143 144 161 175
TobacCO. coacesssncossosasanoncasscsnossnnconcaosslBassa 425 436 438 455 452 452

Livestock and productS.coccccscsosncooaoensscvoaceel0oass 240 245 225 219 221 220
Dairy productS.eccocecnccccocoscesssscscscccncssealsose 258 255 267 265 260 256
Meat animaiS.oscoce00ooccoocsosccscocossasoosansolOeass 263 264 216 201 207 215
Poultry and @gUS..ccvcvoacsasvosnssossoococsnseeslOeass 163 190 195 204 205 188
WOOloeoecasooosoccoonasoonnnnsnasonnscencosssssoslOaase 284 285 219 220 222 226

Prices paid:

All commodities and ServicesS...ceoeovcscesccacesaselOcose 264 264 259 259 259 259
Family living itemsS.ccccvccseescosoccscassosscsseelOcoos 273 271 273 273 272 272
Production i1emS...ecosss0cccnsccsccccecsasssscoelOccss 253 r255 244 243 246 245

All commodities and services, interest, taxes, and
Wage raTeS..c0ceocscoooescssscncocscocsccscacnassolOecosn 283 283 279 278 281 280

Parity ratTiO,cocoovcossoosncusnsosnsoscescoocsoocssscscelOasso 86 86 8i 80 80 81
CONSTRUCTION AND REAL ESTATE

New conztruction (unadjusted), total...cc.ococ.0omil, of doi., 2,815 2,698 3,617 3,177 2,842 2,705

Private, 101al.ccieoocasscccosacossocoscssscnsssoeasslOuses 2,073 2,002 2,632 2,410 r2,i24 2,019

Residential (nonfarm)...esccevccoocsocoosccnssescsedOoasne 1,122 1,049 1,422 1,283 1,079 981
New dwelling unitS...coconocovovccoossacosocscooclBosne 1,030 960 1,280 1,160 r980 885
Additions and alterationS..eceecccccososnsccsososlOcoss 74 68 tio 92 ré9 66

Nonresidentiai buiiding, 1018l 2/eceececcsscccocooslOosoe 543 548 747 683 765! 650
INdUSTridleecacocnnssosscscaocacsesnconccosccscosl0auses 186 187 225 226 r225 229
ComMMercCidl,ceeeovacaoescosscoscsssasnccossossancoslOence 189 198 296 269 r250 250

Farm construction...ceecececesccacsocnccococossocsedCesoce 92 95 94 83 | 83 . 86

Public utilityeeuesveocoecoscsocooenssssoososoascondOooes 302 297 388 351 303 295

Public, total.ccccecessoessaceoassscsscsoraccccosoeaalOocee 742 596 985 767 r718 686

Nonresidential building..cesseecoccossccososssscsaslOcasns 342 320 318 287 290 279

Military facilitieS..cceeesvccceccsssnscoscccscsossdOuacs 78 77 145 106 rB86 8i

HighWaY.caoeeoasocssncossoesoscacsssvcsvoscocassneolOuace i55 i50 355 200 170 165

New construction (seasonally adjusted), tot@l.cecccooesdOuass 3,422 3,453 3,518 3,489 r3,455 3,461
Private, toTal..ouicececssccasscecaasosccssccccocsoeselOeans 2,400 2,438 2,517 2,486 r2,438 2,436

Residential {(nonfarm).ceesccoccsase 1,338 1,348 1,345 1,326 ri,285 i,258

Nonresidential building, total 2/.... 554 582 680 669 r664 691

Farm construction..cccoeeeccossosssecsssossssccessesdOuone 123 122 (RN 110 1o 110

Pubiic utilitYeeeieeoceoercncassccesccasocseososesolOucse 368 371 370 369 369 369

Pubiic, 10t@l.ceeocosossosesoscocscsosmcassasoscnsensslOnans 1,022 1,015 1,001 1,003 1,017 1,025
Nonresidential buildingeccececosconsesssscsscccssaadOuase 388 380 334 322 330 332
HighWaY.eoonoussoecescsoosssoscscenssesssasossecesslOense 342 339 357 367 r378 375

Construction cost index:

Depariment of Commerce compoSite...cccocsvaecss 947=49=100., 122.7 122,7 126,8 127.0 127.7 cesvccne

r/ Revised. 1/ Includes sweetpotatoes and dry edibie beans., 2/ Except farm and public utility.
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