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STATISTICS

A WEEKLY SUPPLEMENT TO THE SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS

Available only with subscription to the SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS, at $3.25 annually, this Supplement provides selected
weekly and monthly data subsequent to those published in the iatest monthly SURVEY
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2 WEEKLY BUSIMESS STATISTICS'

1955 1956
ITEM
Feb. 19 Feb. 26 Feb, 4 Feb, 11 Feb, 18 Feb, 25
Commodity prices, wholesale:
All commoditfies.cceeereenecracsessoassnsaesess 947-49=2100,, ceessees *#110.4 coesesenas It 1121 112.0
Farm products.e.ciceceseesosceccocssosssscarcencaesdOiuns [ *93,1 cecesenne 84,7 86.0 85.7
FoodS, processed...ccecececccnnccncsncasanns cedoseael ceeennen *103,2 craerases 98,7 98.7 98.4
All other......... . : 1 R . *115.7 120.2 120.2 120.2
22 commodities 2/...veieiiinnnrcccscanacencsrscnnsessdOiaa. 91.5 90,9 89.5 88.9 88.6 88.5
Department store sales...c..eiiiieeieeccessnccccanaenessdoians 90 93 90 7 95 cesessene
Insured unemployment, total.....c.eccvveceonseassssasothous,, 2,075 2,074 1,658 1,642 cescsanan cessecane

STate ProgroMS..aeeceeesccseoacsscscasssssssnsscncassdOusnn 1,849 1,846 1,513 1,497 cesseenes feesrenan
Finance:

Curraency in circulation 3/..c.cvevecerececsssomil, of dot., 29,764 29,796 30,224 30,230 30,225 30, 196

Feéderal Reserve bank €redit outstanding, total 3/....do.... 24,964 24,932 25,248 25,104 25,174 25,360

Member bank reserve balances 3/..c..ceeveceecsccaceassdooan. 18,806 18,716 18,834 18,773 18,693 18,749
Excess reserves, ebtimated 3/.cvivevccereccecncesestdOienen 570 608 444 473 523 535

Federal Reserve reporting member banks in leading cities:4/

Demand deposits, adjusted.......vccceeases..mil, of dol.. 56,598 56,744 57,607 57,048 56,391 cesesenne
Time deposits, except Governmant.....coeeeeceeceeedOiens 21,465 21,470 21,446 21,460 21,428 | sieeinnnn
Loans and investments (adjusted), total............do.... 84,580 84,241 | 84,694 84, 143 84,310 ceesesans
U. S. Government obligations....eeeeesecesnsrecssdoi..s 35,057 34,750 28,822 28,499 28,542 terecenes
Commercial, industrial, and agr. loans (gross)...do.... 22,123 22,108 26,260 26,181 26,271 vesessans
Readi-estate 108iS (GrosSs).ueeeeeeseescenes ceveseedo.... 7,326 7,342 8,154 8,162 8,197 teseeanee

failures, industrial and commerci®l...covcsan veess.number. ., 205 178 273 236 252 230

Bond yieids, domestic corporate {(Mooudy®s) )/......percen‘r.. 5.i9 3.20 3,28 3.28 3.27 3,27

Stock prices,480 stocks (Stand. & Poor's) 4/..1935~39=100.. 273.3 280.4 322.0 321.6 321.0 325.7
Industrials, 420 5t0CKS..eecssuennsecescocncaseeseaadOisns 3i5.9 314.4 369.5 369.3 368.5 374.5

Production:

Bituminous coal 3/.....c.cc000eecea..thous. of short tons.. 1,489 1,467 | 1,626 1,692 1,682 ceerrenen

Electric power, by utilities.. vesesaesmil, of kw,=hr,. 9,912 9,725 11,540 11,343 1,321 ceteneana

Passenger cars and trucks (Ward's)..........cc0....number., 188,435 186,241 167,272 160,967 151,551 147,380

Petroleum (crude) and condensate 3/.........thous. of bbl.. 6,767 6,789 7,081 7,046 7,116 ceveeenes

Ste@l 5/ coversccrcsrscsssccsssssssasthous, of short tons.. 2,150 2,191 2,444 2,439 2,433
Percent of Capacity 5/.civivricrecenrirsscsnanssonnsnnnns #89. | #90.8 99.3 99.1 98.8

Freight carloadings, total..........c.c......thous. of cars.. 650 635 681 684 698

Misce!{aneous..eeeeeseannes tetearsecssseraseansesssasdOiiL, 343 338 352 354 363

L/ Data do not mlways cover calendar weeks. 2/ Tuesday prices. 3/ Daily average. 4/ Wednesday data. 5/ Week ended March 3, 1956:
Production, 2,422 thous. short tons; operating rate, 98.4 percent, * Monthly index for February 1955. # Not comparable with 1956 rates
which are based on higher capacity,

MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS

) 1954 1955 1956
ITEM
December January QOctober November December January
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS
Industrial and commercial failures:

Failures, tot8lecceceiecreeocsccccseccesacsacsseessumber.., 917 939 919 945 908 1,048
Commercial ServiCe..ceeeesecsescsosscascsessssscceelOuees 72 87 81 70 73 72
ConsTruction.eeeeeececoceecerscsceescccseacessscnsaelOueee 130 87 136 133 136 126
Manufacturing and Mining..evececeecsscscesccsnseeasdoiess 204 195 180 196 191 209
ROTEI] trade..ceeeecececcccrcosccccssccasccscaacaeelOnaens 413 456 437 462 404 535
Wholesale frade...ceeeeeecccsaccacsccsssascsnsacnaslOunss 98 114 85 84 104 106

. Lisbilities (current), total....cccceeense..thous. of dol.. 40, 103 37,872 34,777 42,783 41,643 42,890
Commércial ServiCeieeceessasceces esedoL..s 1,857 3,154 3,655 1,239 1,106 2,974
ConsStruction..coocesscsocccscscsscssccscccassasssselOaaae 5,926 9,044 8,713 9,744 7,341 6,163
Manufacturing and mining...ceceecninennnsceennssassdo.. .. 17,526 11,636 10,407 14,106 11,554 14,442
Retail trade..ceeceesceccees P Y « - SN 8,509 9,647 9,586 12,626 10,775 14,936
WhOlesale trade..oeeeesseseceveoccacaasesacsssncaselOouss 6,285 4,391 2,416 5,068 10,867 4,375

COMMODITY PRICES
Consumer price index, all items......ccc0eeees..1947-49=100.. 114.3 114,3 114.9 115.0 114,7 1/ 114.6
APPBFr@l . .uisersecscccncenscsesocoscnccascssscascassssedOiens 104.3 103.3 104.6 104,7 104.7 104, 4
110.4 110.6 110.8 109.8 109.5 109.2
106.8 106.4 107.5 107.8 107.7 107.3
Fruits and vegetables.......ccveeeccsssccccscccsssadoo.., 108.4 110.6 108.5 109.0 110.7 112.6
Meats, poultry, and fiSh....eeeeeccsoescncsoasacsssdoaes 102.2 102.4 100.9 97. 1 94,6 93,3

HOUSiNG.ueereoonsosnocassscsonssncscessccssscscessneslOians 119.7 119.6 120.8 120.9 120,8 120.6
Gas and @leCtriCity.ceieeeeeeeresceccccccacssncneeaslOiaes 109, | 109.4 1.2 1.5 1.5 17
HousefurnishingS.eeeeeeeessnesessanecosccssnseassessdoaes 105.4 104.6 104.4 04,5 103.4 102,.0
2 PP [« A 129.4 129.5 130.8 130.9 13i.1 131.4

MedicCal CBr@..cceeeecencsscncassscanscsosccscassecesaldoies 126.3 126.5 128.7 129.8 130.2 130.7

Persondl Care.cecercssececcsesocoscacccccanscscsssesslOiacs 13,6 13,7 117.0 117.5 117.9 118,5

Reading and récreation....ccccevecescccccccccsescscssedoneee 106.6 106.9 106.7 106,8 106.8 107.3

TransportatioNeieeeececesesesocoseacscsccscscscsoseesdOnans 127.3 127.6 126.6 128.5 127.3 126.8

Other goods and Services........eeeceeessecescscesseal0ians 119,09 119.9 120.6 120.6 120.6 120.8

Purchasing power of the dollar as measured by—

Wholesale priCeS.ceeecececessceseseacancoscsacscnsnessdOoans 91,3 90.8 89.6 89,9 89.8 2/ 89.4

CONSUMBI PriCB8S.eeseeceeccsasscsssssscsascssanasnseseslOiaas 87.5 87.5 87.0 87.0 87.2 2/ 87.3

Retail food prices...........e0e . P, do.... 20,6 90,4 90.3 9.1 91.3 2/ 918

i/ index based on i935-39=i00 is i%9i.6. Z/ indexes based on i955-39=i00 are as foliows: Measured by—whoiesaie prices, 46.5; consumer
Digitized for EF%S&FGZ 2; retail food, 45.3.
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS— Continued

1954 1955 1956
ITEM - - - —
December January October November December | January
CONSTRUCT ION AND REAL ESTAT
Construction contracts awarded, 37 States (F.W. Dodge Corp.):

Total ProjectS.cecccessscscsnccecscccsccasnesssiass number,., 62,394 r54,385 6!, 135 54,856 50,551 51,949

Total valuation.ceeeeeceecceccsanceccsseeseaseamif, of dot,, 1,829 ri,485 1,863 1,797 1,921 1,858
Buiiding, TOT@leeeececnseecncoscacesecseaocronnvscnasdOuaas 1,463 ri,23%6 1,475 i,388 1,438 1,356

Construction cost index:
E. H. Boeckh and Associates, average, 20 cities:

Apartments, hotels, and office buildings:
Brick and concrete..............U. S, avg., 1926-29=100,. 258.5 258.8 268.5 269. | 270.1 271.2
Brick and steel..... csecsccscssscsceseclOicse 253.8 254.6 264.4 265. 1 266, | 267. 1
Brick and wOOd....ceveevencacesocesacsscacsnsesesadOenss 257.1 257.7 266.2 266.7 267.3 268.4

Commercial and factory buildings:
Brick and conCret@...c.cceesececesccscsassoseenceseslOiass 266.2 266.4 276.3 276.8 278. 1 279.4
Brick and st@el.e.ueeeeerasiecsceescascnssanscssasdOuaas 262.2 262.5 273.8 274.4 275.3 276.3
Brick and WoOd....eeeeeseasencaccecoscncasscanasselOuaas 255.7 256.2 264.6 265.2 265.7 267.2
Frame,...cceececeeceecessesoccncassasscsscascoseealOises 256.4 257.4 266.4 266.9. 267.3 268.1
Steel . iiieiiiesreiiosencssacccnseassnsncosaseaassdOuaas 245,9 246.0 259.0 259.4 260.8 261.3

Residences:
BriCK.uieeoeeoososnassoenssssosocssosasssaansss veelO.... 257.7 258.4 266.8 267.4 268.0 269, |
Frame,..cceeeeesesscescansranesnssssssscosansaseaalOesns 251.7 252.4 260.8 261.3 261.9 262.7

F INANCE
Federal Government finance:
Receipts, tot8l.ieeirieeecsocsesacocacsnacaessaamil, of dol.. 4,217 4,833 2,998 5,527 5,337 4,915

Receipts, NOT....eiececscoccsncssoscnssssscasenasalOa... 3,742 4,655 2,692 4,662 4,889 4,684

CUSTOMS, . coeveenseoencecucccocnscoassasasscsoscannssl0uans 47 48 62 65 56 59

Income and employment t8X€S.ceecceccncocascocccnssesdOuuns 3,204 3,638 1,873 4,215 3,962 3,727

Misce'l laneous internal revenue.ceiecseececoscnsssceel0eans 801 716 890 1,008 879 853

All other receipts..cccecececccscscrcscsccanansceesedon... 165 430 173 240 440 275

Expenditures, TOT81..ceeeresscsossconcsscccascnnsasasalOnaa. 6,288 4,942 5,355 5,172 5,651 5,274
Interest on public debt.,...cevesececresccsaccsansesdOnaas 1,200 222 542 542 595 625
Veterans' services and benefitS..cceveecscosenceceealdOens, 401 379 364 p426 p408 pa02
Nationa! Securify.ceceiecsescosesscocecncecacascveealOanas 3,739 3,176 3,161 3,116 p3,477 p3,028
All other expendituresS...c.eeeesesaseeccccnnceeeaeealOuans 947 1,166 1,288 51,089 pl, 170 pl,219

CHEMICALS AND ALLIED PRODUCTS
Organic chemicals, production:

Acetic acid (synthetic and natural)...........thous. of Ib,. 41,069 43,071 47,014 47,263 47,771 cesecncs

Acetic anhydride...c.ceeeereceoceecescsocassnsoncsasesdooaa, 63,578 67,886 70,722 73,49! 80,027 crecsvas

Acetylsalicylic acid (aspirin).eeececececeesceccsseeeaadouse. 1,142 1,194 1,705 ,385 1,606 cvesvees

Creosote Oilisecscesessesssssassscsseesassasathous, of gal.. 10,088 9,565 10,340 i0,723 9,710 ieennes

DDTeeeeeenoeroncooacsoscanasssnnsasesansesssssthous, of Ib., 6,036 9,359 10,273 10,310 10,991 EERRTTIN

Ethyl acetate (85%).....cceerieevecescracacanscsnsnseselOuans 5,105 7,336 7,809 6, 124 7,636 eeeenee

Ethylene glycol.cecaceanss .do.... 54,032 51,599 84,693 75,535 82,575 sesssese

Formaldehyde (37% HCHO).eeesusveoesoosossacsasancasaaselOians 84,910 717,226 107,005 1,181 107,479 ceocesne

Methanol:

Natural (1008).ccevvvnsseensccsescssncasaaathous, of gal., 176° 170 197 186 196 P
Synthetic (1008).sucecessecsscacccessncosccnnsssncasalOiees 16,974 15,393 17,698 17,206 19,675 cescenan
Phthalic anhydride...cccceeecececccccecaeesssthous, of Ib.. 28,376 25,798 31,174 29,980 29,749 ceesesee
Synthetic plastics and resin materials, production:
Cellulose acetate and mixed ester plastics:
Sheets, rods, and tubes....cceveevecaess....thous, of Ib.. 3,662 3,290 3,880 3,495 4,041
Molding and extrusion materialsS..ciceceessceacsccceed0eaes 6,470 6,908 8,374 8,394 7,705

Nitrocellulose sheets, rods, and tubeS.....cce0eeeees.00..0s 329 414 415 451 428

Other cellulose plasticS.ceeeescecccsctesasescacssseaadOnas. 452 553 385 643 433

Phenolic and other tar acid resins.....cceeceeceeceessdoo.n. 33,010 34,394 44,619 ra4,665 43,044 sesenene

POlYStYren8. ceecescecesceascccscscssssacncassvoscsssselOuaas 35,205 36,860 48,460 48,272 47,434 vesecnne

Urea and melamine resins, eeeedOoass 20,344 20,698 26,498 25,197 24,206 cesesene

Vinyl resinS.ceeccececccesccscecsccscssscoscasssssceasdOunas 49,773 53,782 62,159 62,200 61,285 cesecsee

AlKYd reSinS.cececesscesceccescscsosssasassssavescaseslOiase 30,285 31,441 35,480 34,464 35,689 esssnces

Rosin modificationS...eeeeeeeenesascasaceseecsscoaseneelOnann 9,209 11,353 12,628 rii,083 10,617 cessenns

FOODSTUFFS
Livestock slaughter (Federally inspected):

CalvesS..ciievececesscocscsscecsrssansesa.thous, of animals,. 639 563 728 700 633 602

Cattle.eieeoeecececscoscescsncrsaseccsancavoccosassssealOacas 1,583 1,521 1,693 1,662 1,617 1,697

HOGS.cceoeaooecootccsesosacsnscocssccencanasscsosscsseslOenas 6,119 5,519 6, 144 6,857 7,324 6,705

Sheep and 18mMbS..ceeeeereereaseessveocncascasasoacenaalOnans 1,167 1,223 1,248 1,162 1,155 1,329

Meats, production, total...ccvceesceccscceeseesasamil, of Ib., 2,120 1,993 2,121 2,254 2,340 2,312

Beef and VeBlecceeeiecneiecsrecconecsannssessathous, of Ib.. 912,239 883,371 999,507 970, 324 961,519 | 1,034,824

Lamb and mutton.....ecueee Y - L T 54,704 58,810 55,245 52,853 53,849 64,032

Pork, including 1ard...cieeeeseseccsacscesncsccnescsssedos.,. | 1,153,238 1,050,606 1,065, 839 1,230,521 1,324,890 11,212,803
R o« PP « [ PPN 225,859 203,886 190, 120 235,332 261,249 240,907

Tobacco, manufactured products:

Production, total...ccceveeereeensssnceaensasathous, of Ib,, 14,556 16,251 17,395 16,179 13,194 cessesns
Chewing, plug, and ftwist. .. .icceeececncccossescnesesdOusss 5,689 6,536 6,880 6,627 5,347 eesesane
SMOKiNG.saeeseesoeseesocssssrsossasssssncacscnnssaseelOeans 5,764 6,516 7,256 6,304 4,747 seecsecs
SNUFf. . ceesesccacnscccocssscncesssscscascscescossoseeldOuass 3,'04 3,199 3,260 3}249 Sn'm esesccee

Consumption (withdrawals):

Cigarettes, small:
TaX=fre€.ccececeececsosstasacscccsnnanneeseasamillions,, 2,805 2,644 2,449 2,416 2,570 cecescns
T T Y - | T 26,651 30,438 32,937 32,644 27,357 evesacse
Cigars, tox=p8id.ciccsercesccscoasscneeacsnsso..thousands,, | r426,019 408,334 551,082 613,199 432,028 csssesas
Manufactured tobacco and snuff, tax-paid....thous. of ib.. 14,842 15,924 16,807 16,909 13,115 esscssee

r/ Ravised_ n/ Preliminary_
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4 MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued

1954 1955 1956
ITEM
December January October November December January
METALS AND MANUFACTURES
Iron ore (Lake Superior district):
Consumption by furnBees.....sss00.00000Thous, of long tons.. 6,341 5,620 7,850 7,488 7,663 7,953
Stocks, end of month, TOT&l..0oecoscnusoscoacocvoasesl0acss 44,018 37,47C 49,523 51,040 44,359 36,702
At fUrNBCeS,cuecocoosecossscosnsessocssonconsosacecOacas 37,427 31,3860 42,167 43,718 37,539 30,283
On Lake Erie dOCKS..ocesocossnccossosossssuncoccosoalOuans 6,591 6,110 7,356 7,323 6,820 6,419
Castings, gray iron:
Orders, unfiiled, for sale...ccecos0.thous, of short fons.. 745 783 1,113 1,062 1,075 esscoens
Shipments, tota8l..cevecucvcoosocnsscssossacsocononcselOuaes 1,072 1,092 1,310 1,306 ri,260 ssesescs
FOr S818.cccsvsoccnvcncoososooscoscaosacncessoscossdO0oona 564 563 714 697 664 veoevoos
Castings, malieable iron:
Orders, unfilled, #or S@l€..crococceseacsccsossshort tons,. 85,064 99,817 121,261 116,981 123, 107 cosseasn
Shipments, toftal....ceicoacecoosoencsansrccscosasovsasdOasss r87,934 82,028 90, 866 99,280 r99,946 cocenann
For Sa8l@.0ccocoocoosconaseascncossassccssoscscosssealOosas 49,005 48,000 53,804 58,069 60,409 scssenss
Pig iron, production..cceseecuocscascssthous. of short tons.. 5,587 5,785 6,965 6,699 6,954 7,050
Castings, steel:
Shipments, t0tal.ccsessoooccessocncsssssssasssoShort tons, . 93,547 98,238 145,674 152,381 r 158,982 sesssons
For sale, total.cuceceoosaosscosnsossacosocoooncaosd0auaa 69,843 75,044 110,409 116,908 122,20t sesscans
Raiiway specialti@S,..ocncscocccosnossoscscoosossldOiona 1,489 13,809 23,745 25,635 29,003 seescoson
Steel forgings (for sale):
Orders, unfilled, fotal......c..cce0..thous. of short tons.. 472.7 487.8 559.7 584.7 592,4
Shipments, fotal,......cincsoscoscsesncassscsecsassnssasl0oons 128.5 135.9 158.0 158, 1 158,14 cessscas
Drop and upset...ceveocscosscsssosvannscussssanssea@0ucas 96,4 103,0 20,0 19,7 20,1 esecesso
Machine tools (metai-cuttirgtypes):
New OFrderS.ueosoonncsssaseMCe VY. Shipments, 1945-47={00,, 702.9 203,90 347,14 433,3 r534 1 p399,.2
ShipmeNtsS. . ceuossnoncessovcsssconsssnnssonsassossasssUDeion 2035.4 167,53 204.2 214.2 r237.8 pi9i.9

TEXTILE PRODUCTS
Cotton: 1/
Consumption. . oueuocoscessracvuoncsvonsansnsnsansnsessb@l@S,, 801,596 716,045 737,056 741,447 855,447 746,996
Manufactures:
Spindie activity {cotton system spindles):

Active spindies, lest working day, totai,,..thousands., 20,626 20,782 20,883 20.902 20,988 20,990
Consuiming 100 percent COTTON . ocansronocvsrsessa@0uasn’ 19,138 19,282 19,302 19,352 19,440 19,399
Spindle hours operated, al! fibers, total.,mi!, of ar,,! £1,059 9,934 i0,296 13,150 1i,848 10,315
Average per WOrking da8Y....seeeosscsacosnsses80a.cst 442 497 515 508 474 516
Consuming 100 percent cotton..,o.oscnvancsnccoaallasss 10,235 ¢, 184 9,512 2,393 10,992 $,577
Operations as percent of CBPACITVose:vsuivnssinonacinsca 122.5 138,0 144.,9 i43.0 133.3 145,86

TRANSPORTAT ION EQUIiPMENT

Motor vehicles, registrations:
New DASSENQer CAMS.cacescesesnssnssravscorsecsasassnUmbEr, | 656,611 440,024 576,045 509, 155 63C,488 secnanas
New COMMErcCiti CBrS..ecsesaunsozssossossccanssanssvenlOusas 69,830 62,234 87,262 75,756 53,733 sesannse
Railway equipment, Americar Rai!way Car institute:
Freight cars:

Shipments, 10tal, .. veeeecvcocsssenscavancsoccescNUMbEr, 2,240 2,014 4,233 3,845 3,814 4,i99
Fquioment manuiacturers, 10¥el..ceiassesorssiossod0eran 1,436 1,605 2,856 2,749 2,714 2,981
DomestiCiusvenseaossasnsencosssoesesnnsanassealOiins 1,377 1,605 2,455 2,331 2,696 2,981
Railroad 5hops, UOMeStiCusscvessanrvocsscasssocand0onea 804 409 1,377 i,096 I, 100 1,218

Passenger cars, equipment manufacturers:
Orders uafilied, end Of month, Tot8i.eseeascsocssccl0aaas 757 76! 433 39¢ 860 903
DomestiCiu. vevonssooassnasoncnsvacsonconscsnssensdCcias 671 683 424 39C 8% 8e4
Shipments, total...erovescsscnscssnerocnssstsonsssaciBenas 57 40 20¢ 8 39 42
DomEStiCueunsnoncocnsnsnnoaunnoeasesonssonvocnsceaelOuiise 34 '8 204 38 39 42

r/ Revised., p/ Preliminary, 1/ Data for December 954 and December 1955 ccver 5 weeks; c*her mcnths, 4 weeks,
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