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BUSINESS "2 STATISTICS

A WEEKLY SUPPLEMENT TO THE SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS

Available only with subscription to the SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS, at $3.25 annually, this Suppiement provides selected
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2 WEEKLY BUSINESS

STATISTICS

1955 1956
ITEM
Jan, 15 Jan, 22 Dec. 3I Jan, 7 Jan, |4 Jan, 21
Commodity prices, wholesale:
All cOmMMOditi@Seseceoccecccrscsccnncccascsccassl947-49=100..] sevvncass *110,1 cessscsss i1.s 1.7 1.5
Farm productSeececescesces *92,5 85,6 84,6 83,9
Foods, processedeesscscces #103,8 98,5 98,5
All Othere.ceeecceeccnseaccoscosasscnsscasassanessedOiese *115,2 119.8 119.9
22 commodities 2/ceececesccecescacsssscssssssssssccceslOnuss 90.8 90.8 89.9 90.2 89.8
Department store s@leS.ciceecesecseesccnsescscasonscssedOnsee 99 95 88 94 104
Insured unemployment, 10taleeeeeenceoeocoscsasenasasasthous,., 2,201 2,215 1,425 1,569 sesscssse

State programS..cececessecscesceccccscscscccascsosssedOnone 1,964 1,976 1,303 1,441 cessecece
Finance:

Currency in circulation 3/.ceeeeecccccscnceasemil, of dol.. 30, 192 29,958 31,275 31,033 30,749 30,474

Federai Reserve bank credit outstanding, totai 3/....d0.... 25,752 25,482 27,420 26,936 26,375 25,872

Member bank reserve balances 3/....ececevecencsccscesdOaas 19, 130 19,066 19,487 19,464 19,453 19, 136
Excess reserves, estimated 3/ __ . ... ....ccieeenn.. do,... 694 793 712 601 730 568

Federal Reserve reporting member banks in leading cities:4/

Demand deposits, adjustedeseecccscccsscesssamil, of dol.. 57,981 58,368 58,882 58,384 58,421

Time deposits, except Government. 21,490 21,456 21,661 21,639 21,583

Loans and investments (adjusted), total..cceecceeesdOeaes 85,436 85,404 86,736 86,513 85,710 cessssnes
U, S. Government obligationSeeesecececonccccecseedOnaan 36,513 36,602 30, 122 29,957 29,686 annassase
Commercial, industrial, and agr. loans (gross)...do.... 22,157 22,083 26,673 26,643 26,396
Real-estate 10ans (GrosS).eececsscccscscccscccsceelOeces 7,217 7,238 8, 147 8, 135 8,127

Failures, industrial and commercCia@l.cecececsessesso.number,, 200 265 174 198 245

Bond yields, domestic corporate (Moody's) 3/......percent,. 3,14 3,15 3,34 3,33 3,32

Stock prices,480 stocks (Stand, & Poor's) 4/..1935-39=100.. 270.5 265.6 327.5 326,7 323.8
Industrials, 420 StTOCKS.cecsereacrsecsccsacacsseassslOuese 304,2 297.7 377.4 376.9 372.8

Production:

Bituminous coal 3/..uceevecievennsosothous, of short tons,. 1,447 1,423 1,820 1,854 1,767 coessvees

Electric power, by utilitieSeeeececccveceesmil, Of kw,=hr,, 9,928 9,981 10,751 11,057 11,594 sesecsene

Passenger cars and trucks (Ward's)....ccececcesessonumber,, 177,329 183,557 118,727 144,348 174,707 170,329

Petroleum (crude) and condensate 3/.........thous, of bbl.. 6,689 6,695 6,987 7,026 7,014 esecscces

Steel 5/ceeecctcncacccsscscscsscsssssthous, of short tons,. 2,007 2,008 2,309 2,403 2,428 2,437
Percent of capacity 5/... sesesecscsssvcscane 83,2 83,2 95,7 #97.6 #98,6 #99,0

Freight carloadings, total.cscececcascceessassthous, of cars,. 640 636 575 6il 710 vecescsse

Misce ! l8N@0US,esssosocccsossosoccssssssaccanasssssesedOusas 330 330 298 316 364 secesssns

1/ Data do not always cover calendar weeks. 2/ Tuesday prices. 3/ Da

Production, 2,413 thous, short tons; operating rate, $8,0 percent,

which are based on different capacity.

ily average.

4/ Wednesday data,
* Monthly index for January 1955,

MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS

5/ Week ended January 28, 1956:

# Not comparable with 1955 rates

1954 1955
ITEM
November December September October November December
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS
Farm income and marketings:
Cash receipts from farming, including Government payments,
tT0tBleseessannsceesscscsconsssanssecsnsssamil, of dol., 3,301 2,812 3,067 3,644 3,333 cescccsse

Farm marketings and CCC loans, t0t8l.ececccccceccceadOeaes 3,282 2,782 3,054 3,629 3,312 csesesece
CrOpPSecerosessceccocoesnsennsossoccosansennsnncessd0cosn 1,776 1,456 1,678 2,088 1,900 sesessoes
Livestock and products, totalececccsscescncsccceelOacee 1,506 1,326 1,376 1,541 1,412

Dairy products..... secececcssscasscsnsescelecse 325 335 337 344 333
Meat animdlS..ecencececoccccescscceccsssosscaceslOuace 863 704 707 836 708 coesscssse
Poultry and @ggSceececosvessccoccsccscocccsocsscd0sassl 306 272 318 347 359 cecsceces

Indexes of cash receipts from marketings and CCC l!cans: 1/

All commoditieSeeeessccscssccescassssasassss935-392100., 495 420 461 547 500 seeesscce
CrOPSesccesscacscoecscenscsancsasssesscasnsassssceesdOnace 628 515 593 738 671 evonvonse
Livestock and productS..ccsecssccsecscessccccoseel@uess 396 349 362 406 372 csscsssee

Indexes of volume of farm marketings: !/

All commoditieSeeeesssasscascssse eesvessssceslOicns 202 180 203 242 214
CrOpPSeescecccsscsenssccccssne coeeslOoees 212 185 240 297 239
Livestock and productS.eeececocesceccccseccscensclOecae 194 175 175 201 196 sesescase

Industrial and commercial failures:

Fallures, t0tal.ceceeccaccsssscccsscccncsesncsssssanUmbEr,, 933 917 822 919 945 08
Commercial ServiCe.cecseccesscooscsescavsascssssnsesldOnns 68 k3 75 81 70 73
Construction.cesececsessssscecccceseascessoccssesaslOnsae 110 i30 ii4 136 133 136
Manufacturing and mining..ceeveceececcasesoccasscceelOsuas 179 204 168 180 196 191
Retai | tr8d@cceecsscccessescsssascsccscsavsnsssesnslOoace 450 413 366 437 462 AC4
Whol@sale 1rade.cseecccascvocscencsssssscscsosnsssedOenes 86 98 99 85 84 104

Liabilities (current), total.cseccccceosess.thous, of doi.. 35,067 40,103 33,120 34,777 42,783 41,643
Commercial ServiCOeeeesvccceccscsssesscracssssccnsedOucae 4,065 1,857 2,666 3,655 1,239 1,106
CONSHrUCt iON.esoaceoascacsncscscssssascascscscasssclOnens 6,859 5,926 4,256 8,713 9,744 7,341
Manufacturing and mining.seececscocsoovsosccscscessdOueas 8,099 17,526 10,798 10,407 14,108 1,554
Retai! trade.seceesssccssancssceracssoscocsssosssendOnsas 10,466 8,509 8,253 9,586 12,626 16,775
Wholesale 1rade..essescsecscssacosscsacscsnsssacseslOiace 5,578 6,285 7,147 2,416 5,068 10,867

COMMODITY PRICES
Consumer price index, all iteMS.cececcescnscunss 1947-49=100,, 114,6 114.3 14,9 114,9 115.0 2/ a7

ApPPBrel seesncossssessesvssesacsesovacscsssccsscscssslOuaes 104,6 104,3 104.6 104, 6 104,7 104,7

FOOUusecestcasconescscscscancessssossscnoscscvsscssesldOocns i 110.4 11i.6 110.8 109,.8 i09,%
D2iry productSiiseescccsssaseasencesscsssssssassesssdCanas 106.6 106.8 106,5 107.5 7.8 07,7

DIgItIZed for F/ l/ E“QUJUSTBG. £/ 1ngex based on YID=IY=iW S [Y1,0,
http://fraser.stl6uisfed.org/
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued 3

1954 1955
1TEM
November December September October November December
COMMODITY PRICES - Continued
Consumer price index - Continued
Food - Continued
Fruits and vegetableS..c.ceeeesesccceasseess 1947-49=100,, 109.6 108.4 110.2 108.5 109,0 110.7
Meats, poultry, and fish,c.cceeececcccccccccsceaselO,... 103,5 102,2 103,5 100.9 97.1 94,6
HOUSiNGueeesaocascaccsosaascscsccccssssccccancescseedOieas 119.5 119.7 120.4 120.8 120.9 120.8
Gas and electricityiccscecececcccccescoccaccescssado.. .. 108.7 109, 1 1.2 11,2 1.5 111.5
HousefurnishingS..eeesececcesccccccsccccnceccccasalOoass 105.4 105.4 103.6 104.4 104.5 103.4
ReNteececcocanns 129.2 129.4 130.5 130.8 130.9 131.1
Medical Car@.ecescececosscecccvocsveccassccasssccsceedOesas 126, 1 126.3 128.2 128.7 129.8 130.2
Personal Car€..cceceeesscesscscsscsssccccsascasnseasdooass 113.8 113.6 116.6 117.0 117.5 117.9
Reading and rscr eeeesessescssenssccncossscenselloses 106.0 106.6 i06.7 106.7 106.0 106.8
Transportation.eeccccccceasns 127.6 127.3 125.3 126.6 128.5 127.3
Other goods and ServiCeS..eeeecesccsscesssscscsscscelOnace 120.0 119.9 120.6 120.6 120.6 120.6
Purchasing power of the dollar as measured by—

Wholesale priceS.cceecessccecesscscacsossssccacsassacaelOsens 90.9 91.3 89.5 89.6 89,9 1/ 89,8

Consumer priCeS...cvevcecceccsscsssssssacsccsssnnecaseslOuans 87.3 87.5 87.0 87.0 87.0 1/ 87.2

Retail food priceSe.cecececcscsscssccscnscscccscsseseelOnaca 90.0 90.6 89,6 90.3 9.1 1/ 91.3

CONSTRUCTION AND REAL ESTATE
Construction contracts awarded, 37 States (F.W. Dodge Corp.):

Total projects....ccoveccerccccccsscesssssccscssasssNUmber,, 54,671 62,394 57,673 61,135 54,856 50,554

Total valuation.secececccscese eessscccsceolil, of dol.. 1,499 1,829 2,035 1,863 1,797 1,921
Bullding, totaliceceeceasassacsacscscscscssocssassaalOuaas 1,200 1,463 1,442 1,475 1,388 1,438

Construction cost index:
E. H. Boeckh and Associates, average, 20 cities:
Apartments, hotels, and office buildings:
Brick and concret@s.ceceeceeesssls. S. avg. 1926-29=100.. 258.2 258.5 267.8 268.5 269, 1 270. |
Brick and steel,. 253.4 253.8 263.6 264.4 265, 266.1
Brick and wood.i.ueveeerseasrsecesssvescescssccoesslCiuas 256.8 257.1 265.7 266.2 266.7 267.3
Commercial and factory bulidings:
Brick and concret@.ceeiecesesecsssccccenssssscceseldOoens 266,0 266.2 275.7 276.3 276.8 278.1
Brick and steel.icacececcccscocsessecccsoscssaccssalOuans 262.0 262.2 273.3 273,8 274.4 275.3
Brick and wood..eececesocnss seercscsscence P [ T 255.5 255.7 264.0 264.6 265.2 265.7
Frame,..ceeeescecaceccaccence secesccesssens 2ed0.0ae 256. 1 256.4 265.4 266.4 266.9 267.3
Steel..evececececrcecansccccecconsancsascsscceaneealOucns 245.6 245,9 258.5 259.0 259.4 260.8
Residences:
BriCKecossoseoessccescsssscscscesacsssassasssseseelOnsss 257.4 257.7 266.3 266.8 267.4 268.0
Frame..ceesececccececacscesccccsascassconsscncscealOoens 251.4 251.7 260.3 260,.8 261.3 261.9
DOMESTIC TRADE
Printers' Ink advertising index, adjusted:

Combined INdeX..ceeeeesoveocessssscccccsscsccss |947-49=100,, 178 174 193 ri186 197 csesccne
BUSINESS PAPOrS...cceeeseccccccssencsscncacsccassasselOnaes ri67 161 184 187 166 escccnce
MagazZineS.ceeseecccscseosccscecssscscssssscscascsceeelOeces 140 141 150 141 159
Newspapers...... eese P [ PP ri72 160 191 190 204
Outdooreessesese essesee Y- [- PR 163 162 i71 151 156
Radio (network).ececeecececccsencessssacsosnsssasescelOoaae ré6l 53 50 46 46 vesscese
Television (Network).eceesecessascasseasessss i950-52=100., r285 304 338 325 338 cteseces

Television advertising:

Cost of faclilities, totali.cceeeccecacccaeesathous, of dol.. 32,075 33,560 33,045 r38,i119 38,897
Automotive, including 8ccessorioS...eecceccccccesscedOnacs 3,432 3,388 3,620 4,936 4,935
Drugs and toiletries.ecececcecececcccccesscasccecccedOuaes 6,721 7,357 8,043 r9,363 8,850
Foods, soft drinks, confectionery...ccececessscecseed0uiees 6,735 7,453 6,922 7,869 8,131 cosecsse
Soaps, cleansers, etCececececccccccoascsccsscscsncssaelOesns 3,145 3,296 4,134 4,326 4,422 cessscec
Smoking materials.cc.ceeiciiancsiecinncanicenenaasados.., 3,734 3,929 3,499 3,652 3,764 | cececean

Magazire advertising:

Cost, total..iciscoecvescococcacccanvsccscosanssaveceelOuase 63,511 45,077 58,673 71,084 68,295 cevsvcec
Appare! and accessorieS....eececcceccesssvecccccnseedOiass 4,728 3,340 7,515 6,193 4,876 cesessas
Automotive, Including 2ccessorieS..cveecesccnccceesaluces 5,878 3,714 3,660 5,926 7,504 teereses
Building materlals.ccceaceossccesccccssccscssavessselOiacs 2,184 859 3,848 3,610 2,258 cesccere
Orugs and toiletries.cecesccececccccccssccassssccecalOecos 5,795 4,361 4,845 6,241 6,064 ceessene
Foods, soft drinks, confectionery.,..ecoceececcccccscel0oces 8,477 6,472 7,347 9,223 8,533
Beer, wine, 11QUOrS.cceccsccscansoesccsssccsscssasaalOucae 4,135 4,568 2,354 3,555 4,148
Household equipment and supPii€SececcsvececenscococelOeoen 4,439 2,807 3,674 4,901 4,790 csecscasn
Househo!d furnishingS..eeseoseccscecssoscerccacvescaalOoaas 2,948 1,510 2,493 4,309 3,516 ccsscses
industrial materials.ccveeeecenccecoacescocscrocceeslOanes 4,229 3,036 4,469 5,680 4,943 cescsces
Soaps, cleansers, 81CicieesoccsssecsssssanccsceasssslOosas 760 294 836 946 778 cessecee
Smoking ma'l'erials........................--.......-.do.... ‘f549 |,492 |l524 |n548 '1362 secsance

FINANCE
Federa! Government finance:

Receipts, totalicicececcracccsscsasncsncasconsemil, of dol.. 4,905 4,217 6,180 2,998 5,527 5,337
Recelpts, Netecciccccconcase eesceascseccooelOasee 4,201 3,742 5,498 2,692 4,662 4,889
CuSTOMS.eceacoceccencrssscecscssescsscassossosensucsclBuone 52 47 57 62 65 56
Income and employment tax@S..,.cvececcccscscescccsecdOoces 3,791 3,204 4,988 1,873 4,215 3,962
tizco!lzneous Intoras! rovOnUS.cievevecictsiinnenseedCuoen e30 ao! 247 aen o008 are

All other receiptSicececccsecccssssccscosscanssercaslOunae 224 165 208 173 “240 440

Expenditures, total.cuceeceecocscssccascesscescssevecedOosos 3,842 6,268 5,340 5,355 5,172 5,65i
interest on pubiic debt.e.eoveessoscececescoscecceeselOuaas 368 i,200 529 542 542 595
Veterans' services and benefitS...ecececcecencccceealOuace 373 401 363 364 p426 p408
National SeCUrity.oocecseesecccacoscecessssascacesealOuaas 3,316 3,739 3,614 3,161 p3,116 p3,477
All other expenditureS..ceeccsecsscsscscsncoacssoscedBeens =215 947 857 1,288 p!,08¢ pl, 170

/ Revised. p/ Preliminary. 1/ indexes based on 1935-39=100 are as foliows: Measured by—whoiesale prices. 47.0; consumer prices,
Digitized for EHZ&SE:Bnn tood, 45.2.
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4 MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS - - Continued

1954 1955
1TEM 7
Hovembes December September October November December
LEATHER AND PRODUCTS
ieather production: e -

Calf and Kip.ecocs nnnnuisarincssanccencsoothois, of skins,,} 43 983 a7 890 | 836 | u.uoveeo

Cattle Rideesouivsvnn:nncsonvnusacousvces. THOUS, OF hides.. 2,075 2,492 2, 157 2,20t 2,230 cocesven

Goat @nd kit coacocccovucncrar.concnasec s THOWS, OF skins, . 2,003 2,190 1,996 2,182 2,230 woecosoo

Sheep and 1aMbB..o.o. secrirnae anauoscsrrcannsaironoe olPenaa t,9%9 i,923 2,074 2,163 2,329 woveoncn

METALS AND MANUFACTURES
Steel forgings (for saie):

Orders, unfiiled, *0t@8lc.ccocoonnanaathous, of short tons.. 45,2 472,7 552.4 559,7 384,7 crvesene

Shipments, 10T@iccucocucsosononviccscncsvssosvsconcnslOuone i19,7 28,5 148.8 i58,0 i i58.1 nesennon
Orop and upPSetcc.conuccosvosrannvnnnonassvassonconalOnase 89,3 96.4 110, 1 120.0 119.7 ceocrauy

Rediators and convectors, cast iror: :

SHIPMENTSycansuenosuanosoocvsosascnsnsactNOUSe OF 8g0 Fios 2,700 {1,956 3,326 %,4i8 2,778 enesasvo

0f! burners:

Shipments,..cocnovosanssocssosscncracasuoncoccnsosiuMder., 67,660 46,882 i07,972 94,689 6%,i86 cossecon

Stocks, ond of MONTho..ccceccnncoococsnnssenseonnconsloass 53,978 57, i25 30,174 49,268 515,828 vcesooco

Stoves and ranges, domestic cooiking, excluding electric: '

Shipments, totale.iuouociscocsnsnscsoosanvunnsonssoniumber., 190,328 160,494 238,214 | 227,506 198,852 sousavus
Gas (including bungalow and combinationdecsuscwncscl0csan {74,549 146,135 218,280 g +208,633 183,531 asenravs
Kerosene, gasoline, and fuel 0ll..cvcvercwoosscaonoodOiaus 9, i27 8,773 i2,i82 12,030 | 8,268 sbecacen

Stoves, domestic heating, shipments, totai.cvunivscrceelBecno 284,688 + 10,245 353,820 399,454 ! 303,546 ebcooves
B85 cnunn-nnann-ranrniannnnn wmann cansann PSR sawnnnn [ T 195,337 74,513 244,388 ! v25i,629 : 212,565 seucsean
Kerosene, gasoilne, and fue! ofi....cncusvorcvcncncnalOocnn 51,528 i 26,638 83,236 [ 8,878 ; 43,534 sesoobun

Aarmeair furnaces, shipments, *OT8l.....0uncccuovscunvelrace 107,615 ! 81,i30 164,154 . 150,331 120,948 senuccee
L T Y . [+ S 64,312 } 50,34 ¢ i04,828 94,368 | 77,427 sensancoe
Qb o ionusnsnvercsrnovsssusasesvussncasnsanocscacovseslBinve 38,594 28,055 54,105 47,660 37,202 woonnsce

Water heaters, gas, shipments.oc..cooesesanssoscosnosecdOucse 175,550 163,458 224,027 218,521 184,761 covasseo

Foundry equipment {new), new orders, net

mo. avg, shipments, {947-49=100,, 5i.4 i13.5 156,7 1086 156,46 vempsnes
TEXTILE PRODUCTS

Cotton: 1/ i
ConsumPTien, s un.onvusvsrasoteacstssrcaracy cenriancon@®I@8,, 703,367 r80: 596 874,837 | 737,056 47,447 855,447
Manufactures:

Spindle activity (cotton system spindles):
Active spindles, last working day, total,.,.thousands.. 20,782 20,626 20,799 20,883 20,902 20,988
Consuming 100 percent CottON.scvacoosanssacnoselOsnse 19,348 19,138 19,243 19,302 19,352 19,440
Spindie nours operated, all fibers, +otal..mii. of hr,, 9,464 11,059 12,287 $0,290 10, 150 11,848
Average per WOrking G@8YesccscscooncovssnncaselOesas 485 442 455 515 508 474
Consuming 100 percent cotton...ceassococsseseesd0uivae 8,768 10,239 i1,363 9,512. 9,303 10,992
Operations as percent of CapaCitYeosveccooscsvsoacsnncos 131,3 i22.5 138,0 144,5 143.0 133,3
TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT

Raliway equipment, American Railway Car Instlitute:

Freight cars:

Shipments, 10tali.ccacoccocessnscascacsacsosceceoNuUmber., i,825 2,240 3,965 4,233 r3,845 3,814
Equipment manufacturers, ¥0tal..ceseeccsosonceceedOiace 1,140 1,436 2,392 2,856 r2,749 2,714
DomestiCeoessscassosccocvcoccacancrnoscoovoceselOeann 672 1,377 1,708 2,455 2,331 2,696
Rajilroad shops, domestiCe.ecessvocnossssvsoncoscslCosos €85 804 1,573 1,377 1,096 1,100

Passenger cars, equipment manufacturers:

Orders unfilied, end of month, total.covesssasceseedOuses 5i4 757 594 433 399 860
DomestiCicusovoncasossocrvocanscssossoorocsasoncelOooea 405 671 583 424 390 851
Shipments, fot@lccsssesccoscscacvvavssosvonccooneosdCauos 54 87 355 206 38 39
DomestiCeeseosceinoscessenncnoconsoassnncrvasnancOuuae 34 34 350 204 38 39

£/ Revised, 1/ Date tor December {%%4 and September and December 1935 sover 5 weeks; other months, 4 weeks,
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