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BUSINESS *w—m STATISTICS

A WEEKLY SUPPLEMENT TO THE SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS

Available only with subscription to the SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS, at $3.25 annually, this Supplement provides selected
weekly and monthly data subsequent to those published in the latest monthly SURVEY
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2 WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS®

1954 1955
I TEM
Dec. 4 Dec. | Nov. 19 Nov. 26 Dec. 3 Dec. 10
Commodity prices, wholesale:
Al) commOditios.  veereeseerecesevansssesesesss 1947-492100,, *#109.5 P cevsenne it .t
Farm productS..eeecerensosscsaorcsarsossonscscseosealOuans eessena #89,9 cevessan cecsanes 83,9 84.0
FOOUS, Processed...cceeescsscoasosscrssncsscssocssselO0iacsl covsvone *103.5 [P seeserss 98,2 98.0
All OTher ceveeneeornseesoncessrscrosnsncncocssasvessl0iuva| wocsssne *(14.9 119.2 119.3
22 commodities 2/..ecieierincetonstsoceccsssnsescccsaslOeaas 90.2 9.3 88.6 88.8 89.0 89.6
Department store S81eS..cecececcvrerscvscosasssnsecccseelOiens 192 224 142 146 197 cevsasne
Insured unemp loyment, 10181 3/..ccvveevrserecvecescessthous,, 1,772 1,776 917 1,029

State Progroams....cceerectscroscncscccssossssscecsceslOnass 1,576 1,583 826 932 csesnsee tesecnne
Finance:

Currency in circulation 4/.ivveeveccscsecscssamil, of dol,, 30,550 30,710 30,774 30,919 31,018 31,177

Federal Reserve bank credit outstanding, total 4/....do.... 25,918 26,080 26,272 26,208 26,012 26,274

Member bank reserve balances 4/....ccee00000vvansccactdOiass 19,052 19,162 8,883 19,036 18,794 18,869
Excess reserves, estimated 4/..cccevevevnsecevescsedOn.., 588 718 601 615 439 479

Federal Reserve reporting member banks in leading cities:5/

Demand deposits, adjusted...ccceeeceraccssaamil, of dol,. 56,414 56,583 56,027 56,386 56,858 eseseces
Time deposits, except Government..:.... vesersessdOia.. 21,198 21,262 21,628 21,616 21,592 seessnse
Loans and investments (adjustedy, total............do.... 85,783 85,583 85,781 85,369 85,310 cocmnane
U. S, Government ob|igationS.c.ceecesvevesessossslOians 37,106 36,752 30,377 29,961 29,643 cecrsese
Commercial, industrial, and agr. loans (gross)...do.... 22,214 22,255 25,783 25,833 25,997 veesenne
Real-estate 108NS (GrosSsS).eeseseescsccososeescseslOuues 7,083 7,088 8,143 8,181 8,183 coesevns

Failures, industrial and commercial...ccocacescess number,, 221 223 214 205 209 219

Bond yields, domestic corporate (Moody's) 4/......percent,. 3,13 3.13 3.28 3.30 3.31 3.32

Stock prices,480 stocks (Standard and Poor's), 1935-39=100,, 258.2 264.7 327.4 326.1 326.6 321.7
Industrials, 420 StOCKS.svuviesocverensesesscnsoeasdOiess 289, 1 296.7 376.8 375.14 375.3 377.4

Production:

Bituminous co8] 4/..0eveeccecensscceccothous, of short tons.. 1,434 1,480 1,743 1,806 1,742 csvsrane

Electric power, by utilitiesS.cieiesessceosomil, of kw ~hr,, 9,612 9,846 t1,149 10,727 11,359 [

Passenger cars and trucks (Ward®s).......ceeveees. number,, 166,703 170,723 206,536 173,943 206,244 210,034

Petroieum (crude) and condensate 4/.........thous., of bbl,, 6,286 6,341 6,851 6.859 6,836 cecnenas

Steel 6/.v.veeeeccsoscascssecassseessthous, of short tons.. 1,941 1,958 2,394 2,416 2,356 2,416
Percent of CapACitY 6/.uecerrssscessnccessosscossensonses #81.4 #82.14 99.2 100, 1 97.6 100, |

Freight carloadings, total....;ceccvveneesso.thous, of cars., 662 654 172 €77 728 vevsosee

MiSCOl lBN@OUS, v covesesssnosecreonsososcsssvssrosscessl00iuss 349 338 379 341 377 ceesenen

1/ Data do not always cover calendar weeks, 2/ Tuesday prices. 3/ inciudes UCFE program beginning January 8, i955. 4/ Daily average.
5/ Wednesday deta. 6/ Week ended December. 17: Production, 2,397 thous, short tons; operating rate, 99.3 percent, ¥ Monthly index for
December 1954. # Not comparable with 1955 rates which are based on higher capacity as reported January |, 1955,

MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS

1954 1954
ITEM
September October July August September October
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS
Personal income, by source, seasonally adj., at annual rates:
Total persondl iNCOMO.....eveceensseesssscssssbil, of dol,. 287.9 288.4 305.3 305.3 r307.9 309.6

Wage and salary disbursements, total....ccveeeevossdOoens 195.8 196.8 212.4 211.2 r212.4 213.6
Commod i ty=producing industries....ocevvecreeceesd0ia.s 82,8 83.4 9.7 9.5 r92.2 92.9
Distributive industries........... [ | I 52.5 52.7 55,7 56. | r56.4 56.7
Service iNdustries...cccveverieincennecvecnennnne do.... 26.3 26.5 27.8 27.9 r28,0 28.1
BOVEAraAMENt . oveeeserrcsessvoscosssoscscavansseseasdOounn 34,2 34,2 37.2 35.7 35.8 35.9

Other 1abor iNCOMe.......cecevescenoccsncscosascacns do.... 6,6 6.7 7.0 7.0 r7.1 7.t

Proprietors’ and rental income.....cceceeseercesaesdOi... 49.0 47.5 47.9 48.8 49,7 49.8

Personal interest income and dividends......cse0es.d00uss 24.7 24,9 26.4 26,7 27,1 27.5

Transfer paymeNntS...cceescecascsvcnsssscccccosnseecdOusss 16.3 17.0 16.9 16.9 ri6.9 16,9

Less personal contributions for social insurance,..do.... 4.5 4.5 5.3 5.3 5.3 5.3

Total nonagricultural iNCOMe...evesseecsceressossceeslOaans 272.1 273.8 291.7 290.8 r293,0 294,8
Farm income and marketings:
Cash receipts from farming, including Government payments,
TotaliiiiieeeeessssenosssscoceseecaansssaaMil, of dol.. 3,213 3,586 2,07t 2,436 3,067 3,644

Farm marketings and CCC loans, total..eevverccscessdOoes. 3,201 3,577 2,061 2,426 3,054 3,629
CrOPSeeesesoscossssssesessssescassvosassscasesensdOieas 1,803 2,082 868 1,095 1,678 2,088
Livestock and products, total....eeeeveeeresseeeel0oans 1,398 1,495 1,193 1,331 1,376 1,541

Dairy productS..ivessesceccossesccsesssscearesslOians 326 334 3 354 337 344

Meat BNimdIS.eeeeececcccccssesvesvasssoscccnsssdOoass 801 867 543 685 707 836

POUITry Bnd €QQGS.c.csececenscoscosecessssacssveslOiasns 256 279 259 - 279 318 347
Indexes of cash receipts from marketings and CCC loans: 1/

All commodities.ceeessecesessveccsscencosess 935392100, 483 540 3t 366 461 547
CrOPS.cvcsrsaccosssasncsnssosasnsssasasssvessesnsslOuss. 637 736 307 387 593 738
Livestock 8nd productS...ceessececcesscacsassenselOiass 368 394 314 350 362 406

Indexes of volume of farm marketings: 1/

Al COmMMOditiOS.ceeeseeosroscesssesnsossscssansncealOions 204 226 143 165 203 242
CrOPS.ssescsasescssavesessasssoosossosasssosesssedOians 240 270 127 157 240 297
Livestock and products...eeeceesoncosecoscssscssedOians 177 i93 156 171 {75 201

COMMODITY PRICES
Retail price:
All commodities (U,S.Dept. of Commerce index),i935-39=100.. 208.2 207.6 208.6 208, 1 r208.9 208.6

r/ Revised. _/ Unadjusted.
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued 3

1954 1955
1 TEM -
October November August September October November
CONSTRUCTION AND REAL ESTATE
Contract awards (Engineering News-Record):
Engineering construction 1/...cceveeeesecaes.aamil. of dol., 996 1,215 1,240 1,786 1,526 1,369
Construction cost indexes:
Associated General Contractors (all types)........1913=100,, 432 432 443 44 444 446
Engineering News-Record: Building 2/..........1947-49100.. 135.0 135, 1 141.7 142.0 141.8 141,6
Construction 2/..ccceveesesedO,.nn 141.8 141.9 148.5 148,8 148.6 (48,6
DOMESTIC TRADE
Al retail stores:

Estimated sales (unadjusted), total 3/.........mil, of dol,. 14,665 14,531 15,622 15,905 ri5,824 15,603

Durab le~goods stores:
AUTOMOt IVe GroUP.cecesssoscesssasvoscscscocsnssoselOuns 2,491 2,478 3,435 3,367 r2,964 2,899
Furniture and appliance Qroup......vevvvsecescssscd0,... 812 836 854 822 r909 912
Nondurab le~goods stores:
ApPPBrel QroUP..esesescocevovessscssoscsssssecscseslOons 911 920 740 910 r974 1,002
Drug and proprietary Stores......eccovecosccccsceslo,.a. 406 398 432 425 ra37 424
Eating and drinking places..cceeevescsecscsssesessdO.,as 1,139 1,067 1,282 1,220 1,204 1,123
FOOd GroUP.coessccescosarscsesssnssrosesscsssnsnenss@O0isas 3,661 3,452 3,617 3,766 r3,705 3,59%
Gaso!ine service stations.. ee¥0,... 1,017 994 {1,108 1,049 ri,083 t,045
General-merchandise group....ceveecssss veesesdO..a, 1,686 1,821 1,562 1,674 rl,807 1,964

Estimated inventories (adjusted), total,...cevvuiecassad0. s 22,000 - 22,080 23,350 23,230 23,280 ceescons
Durab(@=goods StOresS....ccceceseesssscocccsssoscsesedOress 9,980 10,030 10,850 10,720 10,730 [
Nondurab 16-goods STOreS.cceeecscvsncsssncsoscsscoseslOness 12,020 12,050 12,500 12,510 12,550 [ sesecees

Firms with || or more stores, estimated sales: ]

Unad justed..ceesseccocssorcocasoveccccecensssoscrsssdOiecs 2,802 2,743 2,713 2,896 2,949
L T T O PP Y : [ I 2,607 2,660 2,836 2,875 2,820
Depariment store sales, United States total:

UnBdJusted iNdeX...ceaceconcsscssccssssssssasss 1947-492100., 118 137 105 123 128 pl49

AdJusted INdeX......eeeoecescecescrceccossersssssscssslOiens rli3 13 (43} 121 122 pl23

wholesale trade:

Sales, estimated (unadjusted), tofal...........mil, of dol,. 9,470 9,630 10,540 ri0,730 10,660 conssone
Durable-goods establishments.....cevieesvecrcsscesselOicas 3, 100 3,020 3,570 3,640 3,590 veesasan
Nondurab le-goods estab|ishments.....eceeceenegeveeaedoia.. 6,370 6,610 6,970 r7,090 7,070 cesceans

inventories, estimated (unadjusted), total....ce.v..e..d0.... 11,940 11,920 11,870 ri12,180 12,610
Durable-goods establishments...eeceecssccossseracesedOiess 5,640 5,610 5,970 6,000 6,060 vesceses
Nondurab le=goods establishments...ccceeseecssscscescdOnens 6,300 6,310 5,900 ré, 180 6,550 cesvesae

EMPLOYMENT AND WAGES
Lebor force (Buresu of the Census):
Civilian labor force.............................fhousends.. 64,882 64,624 67,726 66,882 67,292 67,206
62,141 61,732 65,488 64,733 65,161 64,807
7,239 6,154 7,536 7,875 7,905 6,920
Nonagriculfural Omp lOYMeNt. coucoencaranasssosvseasdO e 54,902 55,577 57,952 56,858 57,256 57,887
UNemp lOY@d. s veeesstossossocasssosensssncescssssscssedOuces 2,741 2,893 2,237 2,149 2,131 2,398
Employees in nonagricultural establishments:
Total, unadjusted (U. S. Dept. of Labor).........thousands.. 48,560 48,808 49,858 r30,322 r50,461 p50,608
16,007 16,057 16,807 ri6,915 ri6,985 p17,084
743 749 754 758 r750 p753
Contract construction..veeieceessoseescsosscsceacesedooees 2,652 2,598 2,746 | r2,748 r2,662 p2,568
Transportation and public utititieS.ceeeeeescescssaedOanes 4,005 3,986 4,137 r4,152 r4, 143 pd, 142
Wholesale and retail $ra8de...ccvececcvccscscsscccsneedoiess 10,548 10,745 10,638 r10,824 r10,906 pll1,082
Finance, Insurance, and real estate....c.covecenesesdOo... 2,136 2,134 2,241 r2,223 r2,212 p2,209
Service and miscel lBNEOUS.ccoevetcrsvences veedO,... 5,660 5,622 5,818 5,791 r5,729 p5,693
GOVOrNMONT ., . .oovesvraseosscsssscsossessvssssessesaeslOieas 6,829 6,917 6,717 6,911 r7,054 07,077
Production workers in manufacturing industries:

Tofal.................................................do.... 12,612 12,657 13,262 ri3,373 ri3,442 pt3,535

Durable-goods Industries....cccereeveenscaseossossesldOiane 7,081 7,198 7,553 7,623 r7,726 p7,885
Ordnance and BCCESSOr i@S...ccoscecesssoncecsscscesdOioes 100 98 €8 r87 ré4 p82
Lumber ‘and wood products (except furniture).......do.... 692 685 731 r726 r716 p703
Furniture and fixtures....cieiveccccnccssosscncaestldOiene 301 301 313 r320 r323 p323
Stone, clay, and glass productsS..ceesvecocesvrceseedOuune 438 438 472 rd479 r479 p4a78
Primary metal industries.....ccovecavoossccscasessdoio,, 969 988 1,112 ri,i34 1,138 pl, 146
Fabricated metal products 4/....ccevesvenecscsssceedOuens 829 844 877 894 r903 p9I5S
Machinery (except electrical), esel0s0as 1,093 1,092 1,155 ri,149 ri, 196 pl,221
Electrical machinery...coveeee veedOiaae 800 811 8i8 ré55 r884 p876
Transportation equipment....cveeeecsvesccssssccesedOoaas 1,249 1,334 1,379 1,357 ri,370 pl,507
Instruments and related products....ccececscrrnsse80.ans 218 218 220 r223 r227 p227
Misceilaneous manufacturing industries....cceeeeeed0.oen 393 390 388 400 r406 pa07

Nondurablrgoods LLIITE-3 £ o T T O O Y . [ TN 5,531 5,459 5,709 rS5,750 r5,716 p5,650
Food and kindred products.. PPN . | PN I, 180 1,0 i,250 ril,245 ri, 188 pl,107
Tobacco MONUFBCTUreS, covevecsecescssasrsosoreneesdOiass 112 103 105 [RL} 13 p97
Textile-mill products..ceeesseceecssssocscssscceeslOieas 979 983 986 r989 ro9l p998
Apparel and other finished textile products.......do.... 1,057 1,060 1,104 ri, 15 ri,123 pl, 132
Paper and al1ied products...cccevecensvescccscesesd0.oss 444 444 459 462 ra65 p467
Printing, publishing, and allied products.........do.... 520 518 520 r530 r536 p539
Chemicals and allied products...cecsercessccccesssdoi.., 534 533 543 r553 r557 p558
Products of petroleum and CoBf..cveseesvecosccosesdo.ss. 175 173 176 174 ri172 pi7
Rubber produCtS..ccecescccseescscssesovossecscasvesdOi.,s 202 202 217 223 r226 p231
Leather and leather products..ccevecveancosvecseeedore., 330 332 351 346 345 p350

Manufacturing production-worker indexes:
Employment: Unedjusted..c.eevescccoessccccsess |947-49=100,, 102,0 102.3 107.2 ri08,1 r108,7 p109.4
AdJusted.seeecsoscscccocccssnsscscancscecdOiie, 100,6 101.6 rio6, | 106.4 ri07.3 pl08.8
Payrolls, Unadjusted....c.ccceveresssccccscacocsscesssedoo... 139.1 142.2 154.6 ri58,7 ri6l.i ploa.4

r/ Revised. p/ Preliminary. |/ Data for September 1955 are for 5 weeks; other months, 4 weeks. 2/ Date reported at the beginning of
each month are shown here for the previous month. 3/ November 1955 figures sre advance estimates. 4/ Except ordnance, machinery, and
transportation equipment.
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4 MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continuved

1954 1955
1TEM
October November August September October November
EMPLOYMENT AND WAGES - Contlinued
Hours and earnings:

Average weekly hours per worker, all menufacturing..hours.. 39.9 40,2 40.6 40,9 rai, ! pal,.2
Durable-goods Industries.....eeecesesccecscocesccssdo . a, 40.4 40.8 41,1 41.5 r4i,7 p42.0
Nondurab ie-goods industries..ceeeecseccoscscosssesedOie.s 39.2 39.5 3.9 40,2 r40.3 pao. |

Average weekly earnings, all menufacturing........dollers,, 72.22 73.57 76.33 7,74, r78.50 p79.52
Durable-goods industriesS....eccecesccccsoersscssseedo,e. 77.97 79.15 82.61 84.25 r85.07 p86. 10
Nondurab le=goods industries..cecescsececesesscsseeedOo, a. 65.07 65,97 67.83 69, 14 r69,32 p69.77

Average hourly earnings, all manufacturing........dollars.. 1.81 1.83 .88 1,90 1.91 pt,93
Durable~goods iNduStrieS....eceesececsecsssssscssssdOi,ae 1,93 1.94 2,0t 2,03 2,04 p2.05

Ordnance and BCCOSSOr i@S..veeoresssrrocsenssssessl0,,0s 2.01 2.01 2.04 2,08 r2.08 p2.09
Lumber and wood products (except furniture)......do.... 1,68 1.67 ri.74 t.74 ri.72 pl.69
Furniture and fixtureS..ciceeececercsccceccseseesdoiae 1.58 1,58 1.63 t.63 ri.65 pl.65
Stone, clay, and glass products,. veeeesdO, as 1.78 1,81 1,86 1.88 rl,88 pl.89
Primory metal industrieS....cceeeesescccescncoceelOiens 2,13 2.14 2.27 2.33 r2.31 p2.32
Fabricated metal products 1/.cieeiceerssseracenesslOuans 1,92 1,93 rl.99 2.00 2.02 92,03
Machinery (except electric@l).iieaccecsorecssceaslOiues 2,03 2.03 r2.09 2.1 r2,13 p2. 15
Efectrical machinery...ceeeeeeecsssscscccccccasselOies 1.84 1,84 rl.87 1.89 1,90 pt.90
Transportation equipment...cceeeveccecssescasns .do.... 2.16 2.18 2.24 2,26 2,28 p2.30
instruments and related productsS...c.eceesesseeeeedOises 1.85 1,85 1.9 1,93 1.94 pl.93
Miscel laneous manufacturing industries...........d0.... 1.64 1,61 1.65 1.67 1.68 pl.68
Nondurab le-goods industries....eceeevssscecssnressedOisss 1.66 1,67 1.70 1.72 1.72 pi.74
Food and kindred products...cceeeeccencssscseceeslO,. 0, 1.67 t,70 1.73 1.75 1.77 p!.82
Tobacco MBNUFACTUreS.c.cecescocansscccss .40, ... 1,24 1.29 ri.29 1.25 1.25 pl.35
Textife-miil products..eeecessscerssccoscercoceeslOioes 1.37 1.37 ri, 38 1,40 1.41 pl.42
Apparel and other finished textile products,.....d0.... 1.34 i.34 1.35 1.35 rl.36 pt.36
Paper and allied products..cceececssvscanscvosesslOiees 1.78 1,78 1.85 1.86 ri.87 pi.88
Printing, publishing, and allied industries.,....do..., 2,29 2.30 2.35 2.37 2.37 p2.36
Chemicals and allied productS..ceesescececcearceslOiane 1.91 1,93 2.01 2,03 r2,01 p2.04
Products of petroleum and COBl..cvencrvencansscesdOi, e, 2,28 2,29 2.38 2.42 r2.40 p2.41
Rubber productsS..cceecscessccsssssssscsnsscscsesel0iaas 2,0t 2.02 rz.09 2,10 r2.12 p2, i6
Leather and leather productS...cececeesscsvecccsedOoess 1.39 1,39 ri.39 1.41 rl.42 pl.44
F INANCE
fFederal Government finance:

Gross debt (direct), end of month, total......mif, of dol.. 278,752 278,853 278,309 277,476 279,818 280, 136

tnterest bearing, t0tal.c.vcecesscsevacccccscccereelOians 276,400 276,511 275,711 274,879 271,277 277,628
PUDIIC 1SBUES.evaacsocasasssssssscrsssassscccsceslOions 234,161 234,160 231,472 230,988 233,619 233,615
SpeCiB! ISSUGS...sicerrsasconsscoacnacvssssvsesesdOiaas 42,238 42,351 44,238 43,891 43,657 44,013

Noninterest bearing...cccecsesosssscccesassrsasesessdOuees 2,352 2,342 2,598 2,597 2,541 2,508

Obligations gusranteed by U.5.Government, end of mo..d0. ... 34 34 43 48 48 53

LUMBER AND MANUFACTURES
Lumber (National Lumber Manufacturers Association):

Production, total..ccicececncscccccscscsssemil, of bd, ft., 3,363 3,154 3,653 3,543 r3,431
SOFTWOOdS . s sveeeerccecssscassssscreccsscascoceceseslOions 2,715 2,553 3,039 2,872 r2,728 [P

Shipments, total...ueasscccesercoccscosscccsccscscceelOaas 3,339 3,061 r3,670 3,471 r3,360 vesranee
SOFTNOOUS . s eavesvocsescoscssssssssessarcvrascsocescdOiees 2,693 2,473 r2,967 2,759 r2,605 vesssses

Stocks, gross (miil and concentration yards).........do.... 9, 130 9,222 r8,454 8,526 r8,597 cessence
SOFEWOOUS .4 s eveurrvrrvancsnoososcsscvarecacovssseeelOians 5,175 5,254 r4,948 5,062 r5,186 cesosaee

r/ Revised. p/ Preliminary. 1/ Except ordnance, machinery, and transportation equipment.
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