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A WEEKLY SUPPLEMENT TO THE SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS

Available only with subscription to the SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS, at $3.25 annually, this Supplement provides selected
weekly and monthly data subsequent to those published in the latest monthly SURVEY
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2 WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS '

1954 1955
ITEM
Nov. 27 Dec. 4 Nov. 12 Nov. 19 Nov. 26 Dec. 3
Commodity prices, wholesale:
Al commodities..coeserinseeseenrnsssnsereosss 1947-492100,, enserees *110,0 1e1.2 [RE 1 1110
Farm productS.cieeeesceserevcosanes esessessesessdOi,., *93.2 85.2 84,3 84.7 83.9
FOOdS, Processed....ceeeecceavscosvescsssseserssessdOiens ceserens *103.8 99.0 98.8 98.4 98.2
Abl OTRBr ... iveeceveseccsoncsoscovosnssasacasensssl0.0n. SN *114.8 1191 119.2 119,2 t19.2
22 commoditios 2/..icesrecccscscasscsssscnsscscsasseelOiins 90.4 90.2 88.4 88.6 89.0 89.0
Department store sa3les....ceeenceernsocccsncacaroscenesdOiaans 133 192 144 142 146 veveeves
Insured unemp loyment, 1ot8] 3/ieieieecsrecscssaseessssthous,, 1,708 1,772 900 913 veressaea PPN

State programs...v.eececeesvecssasacrcscasasesssesceseldOevas 1,516 1,576 813 826 vesesesae P
Finance:

Currency in circulation 4/..cveeecnssensesse mil, of dot., 30,407 30,550 30,774 30,774 30,919 31,018

Federal Reserve bank credit outstanding, total 4/....do.... 25,900 25,918 25,963 26,272 26,208 26,012

Member bank reserve balances 4/.....ccvvviecvsacoscssadOia,. 19,205 19,052 18,899 18,883 19,036 18,794
Excess reserves, estimated 4/....c0v000cvecccccesedlOu,e. 681 588 552 601 615 442

Federal Reserve reporting member banks in feading cities:5/

Demand deposits, adjusted.....vcvveveceeessMil, of dotl,. 56,254 56,414 55,955 56,027 56,377
Time deposits, except Government.....eeeeeeecesecseed0ueas 21,214 21,198 21,731 21,628 21,615 PP
Loans and investments (adjusted), total............do.... 85,892 85,783 85,259 85,781 85,362 ceseeces
U. S. Government ob|igations..ceseseeceecoceeneeedOian. 37,411 37,106 30, 300 30,377 29,962 coeasons
Commercial, industrial, and agr. loans (gross),..do.... 22,132 22,214 25,485 25,783 25,831 cesesane
Real-estate 10ans (gross)..eeceecececroscsvaseasaldOnnas 7,077 7,083 8, 106 8, 143 8,171 ceeerses

Failures, industrial and commerci@l..oceceeeeeess..number,, 226 221 207 214 205 209

Bond yields, domestic corporate (Moody's) 4/......percent.. 3,12 3.13 3,28 3.28 3.30 3,31

Stock prices,480 stocks (Standard and Poor's).1935-39=100,. 258.6 258.2 320.5 327.4 326. 1 326.6
Industrials, 420 STOCKS..eeeersoosonvrecsonssacsesadOians 289.8 289. 1 368,3 376.8 375.1 375.3

Production:

Bituminous coal 4/...vi0eevsvesesssssthous, of short tons.. 1,486 1,434 1,670 1,743 1,806 eeseenne

Electric power, by utilities..iivevevassasmil, Oof kw,-hr,. 9,087 9,612 10,878 11,149 10,727 [

Passenger cars and trucks (Ward's).....ceeeeeesssconumber,, 130,396 166,715 209, 141 206,536 173,943 210,515

Petroleum (crude) and condensate 4/.........thous, of bbf.. 6,270 6,286 6,808 6,851 6,859 ceesesns

Steel 6/.cieiiesnniecessasssnensssassthous, of short tons.. 1,915 1,941 2,404 2,394 2,416 2,356
Percent of CBPACITY 6/ cceereienrnsesssnccassssscsssecnas #80,3 #81.4 99.6 99.2 100, 1 97.6

Freight carloadings, total......cevveeveese..thous, of cars,, 584 662 797 772 677 ceseanca

MisCe ! 1ANEOUS, s iveeceoeracsosoovacvvoscoasncsansonveslO,0ns 307 348 396 379 341 cosenans

1/ Data do not always cover calendar weeks. 2/ Wednesday prices, 3/ Includes UCFE program beginning January 8, 1955, 4/ Daily average,
5/ Wednesday data, 6/ Week ended December !0: Production, 2,384 thous. short tons; operating rate, 98.8 percent, * Monthly index for
November 1954, # Not comparable with 1955 rates which are based on higher caepacity as reported January i, 1955,

MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS

1954 1955
1 TEM
September October July August September October
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS
Manufacturers' sales:

Value (unadjusted), total....ccciivvsvecececaomil, of dol,, 23,672 23,638 24,644 27,411 r27,596 27,829
Durable-goods industries, total 1/.veeeeeeeneaene..d00,.. 10,952 10,689 12,114 13,494 ri3,502 13,668
Primary metal. ..o eeereosnncsancessssasssasasseeedOians 1,614 {,646 1,875 2,223 r2,353 2,357
Fabricated metal.. . ... .ceeevrnervecsoanrvencecaseslOi... 1,223 1,216 1,294 1,585 rl,536 1,534
Machinery (including electrical)..v.ceeicecncees.dOu..s 3,138 3,065 3,036 3,332 r3,535 3,557
Transportation equipment (incl. motor vehicles),.do.... 2,205 2,053 3,342 3,142 r2,956 3,126
Lumber and furniture. . iveeeeveecesscnscsosassesesdOi,.. 1,091 1,000 1,034 1,344 ri,285 i, 190
Stone, Ciay, and GlaSS..cieeeeuseseranscssscoseadO ... 652 640 631 744 r730 743
Nondurab le-goods industries, total I/..............do.... 12,720 12,949 12,530 13,917 ri4,094 14,161
Food and BeVErage. . ...iveeeenecrcsscansnseroesseadOins 4,145 4,234 4,148 4,392 r4,419 4,352
TObBCCO. s viivenerennrnosocscosncscansnrasscsnvesdOi., 330 285 316 360 r338 319
Text i@, ieieeeenesessococeasssarsssasoassnsesessealdOiass 1,169 t, 131 952 1,187 ri,244 1,241
[T o U PP . L= N 736 764 776 883 r879 Q7
ChemiCal, . eeeeneieesracseessscososssososnsnsoeselOiiss 1,717 1,707 1,753 1,984 r2,058 2,063
Petroleum and COBl. . . ervenrnaereiesssrecassesonsss@Oins 2,101 2,140 2,276 2,382 r2,346 2,309
0T = Y [« J 343 374 453 470 erereiee R
Vatue (adjusted), total...uivurernnennsoniiesoaneesssdooes. 23,008 22,489 26,731 27,229 r27,224 26,640
Durabie-goods industries, total 1/....cveiieeenresdoo... 10,832 10,295 13,503 13,745 ri3,692 13,276
Primary metal.. v ueieeeronnscsasasassssosacassanalOiaa, 1,662 1,596 2,138 2,285 r2,394 2,312
Fabricated metal..c.ceveeverserensonsncesnnnessasdoia., 1,154 1,067 1,407 1,510 ri,436 +,370
Machinery (including electrical)e..ccveieeneness..doo.,. 3,081 2,976 3,475 3,484 r3,474 3,452
Transportation equipment {incl, motor vehicles),.do.... 2,317 2,159 3,615 3,413 r3,438 3,294
Lumber and furniture...c..eevsaesosoecracsscoceesad0i.ss 1,049 952 1,198 1,280 ri,236 1,133
Stone, clay, and g!8SS...evevevenvsncncsesasssnssdOosns 598 582 657 682 r670 669
Nondurab le-goods industries, total {/..............do.... 12,176 12, 194 13,228 13,484 ri13,532 13,364
FOOd BNd DEVEIrBGe. . vveeereeneesersraaeancaaseanealdOisas 3,979 3,975 4,223 4,291 r4,249 4,105
TObACCO. e ivterennrrsecosiossssnsrssaccsvanecneasdOis. 341 291 316 330 r319 326
TeXt i {8t ivunsseesecssocecncssoansessnsavenanacaadOiess 1,063 1,010 1,133 1,109 ri, 131 1,108
Paper....ciieenieaenn U PN [ TR 729 728 834 874 r870 883
Chemical,...veeneneeaannns Y- | TP 1,657 1,619 1,844 2,001 r2,010 1,961
Petroleum and COB!....uv.vriesrareoacsorocncecsssedOi.s. 2,101 2,119 2,299 2,382 r2,346 2,286
RUBDET . i vnererenscnscnovenaessnssosasassasssessdOiaes 346 346 47 456 eesicens cereenen

r/ Revised. 1/ includes data tor "other industries" not shown.
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued

1954 1955
ITEM
September October July August September October
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS - Continued
Manufacturers® inventories, end of month:
Book value (unadjusted), total........eeeuve...mil, of dol,, 42,639 42,891 43,855 43,945 r44,266 44,841
Durab le-goods industries, total 1/....iieinecieees.dor,,, 23,462 23,676 24,574 24,618 r24,901 25,257
Primary metal,.o.eeeeoesococococacacosonocasaseelOinnn 3, 151 3,196 3,201 3,281 r3,379 3,520
Fabricated metal,..ceeocecescasosnscovscessvseaedOuans 2,507 2,422 2,656 2,594 r2,674 2,636
Machinery (including electrical)..ceiiceeienecaadoo,.. 7,910 7,861 8,009 7,983 r7,996 8,065
Transportation equipment (inci. motor vehicles).do.... 5,362 5,702 5,865 5,953 r6,066 6,246
Lumber and furniture....ceeeeercescosescoaceveeslOiuss 1,566 1,587 1,773 1,759 ri,777 i, 800
Stone, clay, and glaSS.cicecerevsncrncsosssnessasdOisns 827 813 906 896 r887 902
By stages of fabrication:
Purchased materials.......v.ceeeseneneeesl.bil. of dol.. 6.7 6.6 6.6 6.8 7.0 7.1
BOOdS N PrOCESS..coosescasssnssarssscescsecresesl0iuias 9.3 9.6 10.0 10.0 10,2 10.4
Finished go0dS...ceueeerrernessccsvensnncancssssatOian. 7.4 7.5 7.9 7.8 7.7 7.7
Nondurab le-goods industries, total 1/........mil. of dol.. 19,177 19,215 19,281 19,327 r19,365 19,584
Food and beverage......c.osvaseeasesscsersessesslOicss 4,502 4,588 4,221 4,348 r4,475 4,657
TODBCCO. cuvvevsorcocnsorsasssnanssrssesencsossnssl0ians 1,797 1,872 1,722 1,719 rl,728 1,773
Textile..useereeeieervosesscraccnsssvearnsosonesslOaacs 2,352 2,299 2,422 2,410 r2,373 2,375
22T - o PP [ TN 973 988 1,052 1,046 ri,016 1,023
[T T . I « [ J 2,886 2,928 3,051 3,047 3,063 3,090
Petroleum and coBl. ... vivrvrerscoceorscanvaseeasslO0icann 2,821 2,826 2,753 2,783 r2,815 2,908
RUBber ... overeeeercrosvececscsesvocsvnscscsesnsesdOLees 759 785 827 ‘811 csesiane ceeseesn
By stages of fabrication:
Purchased materials......cceeveesecasesasbit, of doi.. 7.8 7.8 7.6 7.6 r7.7 8.0
GOOOS iN PrOCESS..cavesesecscsosccsnsasasssssssesdOusas 2.7 2.7 2.9 3.0 r3.0 2.9
Finished gOOGS..c.ueeeeesonrrncencossnssneaseresd0uas. 8.7 8,7 8.7 8.7 8.6 8.6
Book value (adjusted), total...cccecveveneeaa . mil, of dol.. 42,908 43,168 43,938 44,315 r44,703 45,233
Durab le-goods industries, total 1/..v.eeeeeeieenes..dOo.., 23,709 23,916 24,563 24,768 r25,182 25,540
Primary metdl..iieeeoeeeeeecsansonsassesvasesnssdOies 3,068 3,095 3,197 3,259 r3,305 3,434
Fabricated metal.. . .oeiveeorcecnrenscacscscesneslOians 2,585 2,523 2,604 2,620 r2,757 2,746
Machinery (inciuding electrical)........c. 0. ..dOL... 8,057 7,973 8,010 8,069 r8,110 8,212
Transportation equipment (inc!, motor vehicles).do.... 5,419 5,728 5,905 5,990 ré, 136 6,231
Lumber and furniture.......c.veveveienanncecessdoo,.. 1,566 1,603 1,755 1,742 rl,795 1,837
Stone, clay, and gl85S.cicveaiecnorcvcrrresseseasdOians 853 856 906 914 r9l4 949
By stages of fabrication:
Purchased materials,...cuceveeesveassasssbil. of dol.. 6.7 6.5 6.6 6.7 6.9 7.0
GOOdS N ProCeSS.,..coeencsosersncecsasosssasseslO ias 9.3 9.6 1001 10, } 10.2 10.4
Finished goodS....vervevravonnrasoccssseneensssadOias, 7.7 7.8 7.8 8.0 r8.1 8.2
Nondur ab le-goods industries, total 1/........mil, of dol.. 19,199 19,252 19,375 19,547 ri19,521 19,693
Food and beverage.....ceveveevososssecsonsseasesdOians 4,409 4,415 4,358 4,374 r4,392 4,494
TODBCCO, cvvteerersesensssssscocscssvvavasssacsaesdOians 1,834 1,853 1,832 1,829 ri,763 1,755
B =2 T PO PR « [« T 2,352 2,322 2,398 2,434 r2,397 2,423
PODer . i cvtererovessnsosnssscscscrococssscssccceensdO0iaas 983 1,008 1,063 1,078 r1,026 1,044
[511T- =.  PY . [ JEN 2,948 3,006 3,039 3,112 r3,188 3,181
Petroleum and CoBl...eeerercenscccnrocorsnsesssadOie.. 2,739 2,744 2,753 2,755 r2,787 2,851
RUDDEr . . itveerrereceesorcsvenosonescesvancassaBO..ss 799 835 853 863 PPN cesnenan
By stages of fabrication:
Purchased materials...c.eceevesecesseaasabil. of dol.. 7.8 7.8 7.8 7.9 7.9 8.0
GOOdS N ProCESS..cueeerosesncssssccscnrosncssealOinas 2.7 2.7 2.9 3.0 3.0 3.0
Finished goods.....cveveeervecocecoacvosorsoseessdOuas, 8.7 8.8 8.6 8.6 8.6 8.7
Manufacturers' orders:
New orders, net (unadj.), total.........ceee..amil, of dol.. 23,817 23,574 26,100 28,443 r28,744 28, 125
Durable-goods industries, total 1/.....cceuvveneeneedo.... 11,087 10,769 13,347 14,580 ri4,766 14,011
Primary metal....cicuecroeeessnosecnsosansnsassessdOiies 1,605 1,712 2,316 2,559 r2,406 2,202
Fabricated metal. . ...covvivnsnearorasosrasroacnsselOians 1,052 1,101 1,445 1,686 rl,617 ,505
Machinery (including electrical)..eicieeceeceeaeeedOinas 2,998 2,881 3,639 3,698 r4,029 3,870
Transportation equipment (incl, motor vehicles)...do.... 2,672 2,626 3,234 3,191 r3,733 3,437
Nondurab 1e-goods industriesS.....eeceescecsvescosoeealOusas 12,730 12,805 12,753 13,863 ri3,978 14,114
New orders, net (adjusted), total.., ...cccvneenineaaedo.,, 23,286 22,870 27,044 28,718 r28,301 27,356
Durable-goods industries, ftotal 1/......ccu.vvvvuasoto,... 11,153 10,790 13,571 15, 145 r14,936 14,039
Primory metal.. . eeeuiercnescnncreeronanoeccnsesssadOLn, 1,783 1,678 2,339 2,611 r2,532 2,280
Fabricated metal....civeveisevrcerescsvoncrosnenesdOasns 992 1,101 1,445 1,606 rl,525 1,505
Machinery (including electrical)..oieeeiinieaeaaecd0.usn 3,073 2,915 3,656 3,833 r4,165 3,917
Transportation equipment (inci. motor vehicles)...do.... 2,545 2,764 3,334 3,844 r3,733 3,437
Nondurab ie-goods industries, total......cccvvven....d0..., 12,133 12,080 13,473 13,573 ri3,365 13,317
Unfilled orders, end of month (unadj.), total.........do.... 47,504 47,440 50,777 51,809 r52,957 53,253
Durab le-goods industries, total |/........ccvvve.e..doL... 44,828 44,908 47,299 48,385 r49,649 49,992
Primary metal. .. .ueiieneeniecinscesccncnnnsanassaslOie., 3,173 3,239 6,297 6,633 r6,686 6,541
Fabricated metal.....ccoeeeieneenencrnrnancnnnnsssado.., 3,146 3,031 3,760 3,861 r3,942 3,913
Machinery (including electrical)....coveeeeenereecdOuunn 14,096 13,912 14,339 14,705 rl5,199 15,512
Transportation equipment (incl. motor vehicles)...do.... 19,876 20,449 18,311 18, 360 rl9,137 19,448
Nondurab le~goods industries, total...oevveveanannn.. do.... 2,676 2,832 3,478 3,424 r3,308 3,261
F INANCE
Consumer credit (short- and infermediate-term):
Total outstanding, end of month................mil, of doi., 28,856 28,975 32,896 33,636 34,293 34,640
Instaitment credit, total.....ooiiiniienniiineasna doo,., 21,935 21,952 25,476 26, 155 26,699 26,963
Instaliment credit extended and repaid:
Unad justed: Extended, total............. [P « o JON 2,441 2,454 3,131 3,436 3,241 3,051
Repaid, total....ieiiieiiinnereaseaoado..., 2,407 2,437 2,569 2,757 2,697 2,787
Adjusted: Extended, ftotal......eieienenennereresnaadoo.., 2,474 2,461 3,122 3,200 3,279 3,064
Repaid, 101a!l...uiiieerennenrascnnaenasadon... 2,404 2,424 2,602 2,714 2,691 2,773

r/ Revised. 1/ Inciudes data for "other industries" not shown,
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4 MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued

1954 1955
I TEM
October November August September October November
COMMODITY PRICES
Prices received and paid by farmers:
Prices received, all farm products............1910~14=100,, 242 242 233 235 230 225

CFOPS. s invsoncnssssvssnrsssscavecsncssncesnsnsassneedOie, 243 243 228 229 224 224
Commercial vegetables, fresh market..............do.... 190 226 211 230 223 23)
(9703 < T A UL« [« TN 293 281 277 285 278 274
Feed grains and hay.....eveevensesnescarenssessesdon.., 204 199 178 174 167 164
FOOD GrainsS...ieeeeeceensesvescsseaoreansasssseeslOi., 235 239 214 217 220 220
Fruit.eese e onisanecvesssacrcasseasnssanneonasesalOiiis] 220 210 213 210 188 193
Oil-bearing CropS..o.eeeeravasconssocascescesnes 000,.. 275 277 246 225 227 228
POTatoes L/ .iieveereesnscescossercssassnssssessadoi,,. 160 184 141 129 130 143
TODACCO. cavssusosnsevscrennssascssssscssncasesssssOiis, 44 438 437 427 443 438

Livestock and products..e.eevereesreresnesecsesesaeado,aa. 24} 241 237 240 236 225
Dairy products...veecictecnvesnceesnsesoaneseressdoLL,, 262 266 249 257 264 267
Meat BNimalS...cuereesreecoesocorsacesaseassenesslOi,,. 265 261 251 250 240 216
Poultry and @ggsS..eeceeerceercerencrrcosncosseseslOia.s 154 159 191 202 195 195
WOO . o iionuoresansoncsnnsncacnseasnsssnsncesaseslOioa, 293 287 240 226 222 219

Prices paid:

All commodities and ServiceS.......cvevivnseneseess80.... 262 262 260 259 261 259
Family living ifems, . .cuivieircrcresrornsscensaalOu,., 273 272 273 272 274 273
Production items.....ceevnereennrenccarrossansosealoL... 250 251 247 246 246 244

All commodities and services, interest, taxes, and
WAQE FaTeS..uovserenvsssasrososrosscacassonscessslOinns 279 279 279 279 280 279

Parify ratio...iscecsuecessscssonssssnscsassssassennesdOisus 87 87 84 84 82 81
CONSTRUCTION AND REAL ESTATE

New construction (unadjusted), total............mii. of dol., 3,503 3,329 4,055 4,048 3,903 3,569

Private, 401l . u.ceierisreraiernorenscssnsnnsaanasaloo,e 2,420 2,358 2,814 2,805 2,724 2,584

Residential (nonfarm).....evvcecrecearcevecaceennadon, s 1,321 1,293 1,541 1,517 1,455 1,374
New dwelling unitsS...eeeesrevorucccsnenneansseessl0i,es t, 195 b, 175 1,390 1,370 1,315 1,245
Additions and alterations....ccevieesvovennascansatlO,oas 102 96 119 116 109 98

Nonresidential building, total 2/..........viuvonedoL.., 554 564 688 719 730 716
Industrial, . ooeeeeieeeenecencreosoreneonnnnssasdOo, e 170 178 203 211 220 224
COMMErCial, eeeesososrncoccosssonsoscssncaseseneslOiion 202 203 289 308 311 297

Farm Construct ioN..vuueeeeesceasososcesoascanssosaeldOinas 126 106 150 137 13 95

Public Utility,ieiieiieeieniesnennrensvacssennessaaton.a, 407 383 421 420 415 388

Public, T0T8liueeeeresesesassocsossssesnssssscesscesadOuien 1,083 971 1,241 1,243 b, 179 985

Nonresidential building....ccenieercenvaocsensennsaon.., 390 366 379 373 351 317

Mititary facilitieS.sveosroceerscecvssocnsencanesesldoi,es 10} 95 128 134 134 127

HighWaY. o orserisossesearocsnsossscscessanssosansesadOiies 389 320 500 510 475 345

Other TYPeS..u.iesesseesvocsssesoroscocnssonscassessl0.uss 203 190 234 229 219 196

New construction (seasonally adjusted), total..........do.... 3,136 3,254 3,524 3,536 3,480 3,468
Private, 10tal. . iuiieriieiiiiecesnvescvecnososssnnnesalOi.a. 2,238 2,269 2,551 2,563 2,513 2,470

Residential (nonfarm)...c.ceeeseevecncereceosescneeedon,ee {1,210 1,229 1,390 1,381 1,324 1,297

Nonresidential building, total 2/...ccevvencereees80icnn 525 537 661 684 693 680

Farm construction. .. .ceieieeecceronsacioneesossseadoo, s 126 125 115 114 13 12

Public utilifyiuuienesneerneeseonseonsonocsvoasnoeslOiies 364 365 373 372 371 370

Public, $OTBl. . cuivuecrrosecsecascensnsscsccsoseosssstO, e 898 985 973 973 967 998
Nonresidential building.....ceieieeicennccenaneesa oo, e 363 384 334 338 327 333
HighWaY. . . sieseersssecoscososcsaansnsessosnseocsenslOiics 266 320 352 326 324 344

Construction cost indexes:
Department of Commerce composite.......eev....|947-49=100,. 122.6 122.4 126.2 126.5 126.9 [

r/ Revised. 1/ inciudes sweetpotatoes and dry edible beans. 2/ Except tarm and public utility.
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