December 2, 1955

BUSINESS “s=t0 STATISTICS

A WEEKLY SUPPLEMENT TO THE SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS

Available only with subscription to the SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS, at $3.25 annually, this Supplement provides selected
weekly and monthly data subsequent to those published in the latest monthly SURVEY
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2 WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS'

1954 1955
1TEM
Nov, 20 Nov. 27 Nov. 5 Nov, 12 Nov, 19 Nov. 26
Commod ity prices, wholesale:
Al cCOmMMOditiOS.seenerseesososcoscssoncsoeless 987-492100,,| vovevunas *110.0 101.3 11,2 [RY Y] il
Farm produCtS.c.eeecveanssccscscaveronssrssossansseslO0isae] sevennaas #93,2 85.6 85,2 84.3 84.6
Foods, processed.......... cesessane teesncaniiavenss do....} ceeniils #103.8 99.2 99.0 98.8 98.4
Al Other. . ceeeeoeacccencsnssenoscoscsrecccnsonsessdOiaus] senenenns *114.8 19,1 191 19,2 119.2
22 commodities 2/..eceeeieirssccncrssssonvssssacvessalOiss, .4 90.4 88.5 88,4 88.6 89.0
Department store SBl@S....cceececscsccsssscsscscaccesrssalOnaas 134 133 128 141 142 cessences
Insured unemployment, totel 3/..eeeecesscsssscsssssss.thous,, 1,592 1,708 875 899 coveresan cessesese

State programs...cceesececsssocancvssecvsoscsssscscsesd0isas 1,413 1,516 792 813 seseseses cereseses
Finance:

Currency in circuiation 4/...cvieevecesaccsssamil, of dol,, 30,266 30,407 30,577 30,774 30,774 30,919

Federal Reserve bank credit outstanding, total 4/....do.... 25,708 25,900 25,748 25,963 26,272 26,208

Member bank reserve balances 4/....cceccecosccscsccesl00ass 19, 306 19,205 18,898 18,899 18,683 19,036
Excess reserves, estimoted 4/....c000vt000scovesseslOisss 883 681 497 552 601 615

Federa! Reserve reporting member banks in lesding cities:5/

Demand deposits, 8djusted...cceacevesvecssssamil, of doi., 55,682 56,254 56,394 55,955 56,027 cecesesce
Time deposits, except Government,.....ceeeeveeeseeesl0ises 21,221 21,214 21,763 21,731 21,628 cesesacee
Loans and investments (adjusted), total............00.... 85,745 85,897 85,623 85,259 85,781

U. S. Government ob|igations..c.eeecescosscesseesdOuans 37,677 37,411 30,559 30, 300 30,317

Commercial, industrial, and agr. loans (gross)...do.... 22,107 22,137 25,303 25,485 25,783 sessreren

Real-estate 08NS (Gros$s).cceecsecccccsccoccncesslOunas 7,051 7,077 8,073 8,106 8,143 ssssessas

Failures, industrial and commercial....cceeeoueasss Number,, 208 226 237 207 214 205

Bond yields, domestic corporate (Moody's) 4/......percent,, 3.13 3.12 3.30 3.28 + 328 b1 nnan 3.30

Stock prices,480 stocks (Standard and Poor's), 1935~39=100,. | 254.5 258.6 307.0 320.5 327.4 326. |
tndustrials, 420 STOCKS..veeseesnossscoancorsossscsslOians 284.8 289.8 350.7 368.3 376.8 375.1

Production:

Bituminous codl &/..civecivanrcaseasthous, of short tons.. 1,512 |,486 1,697 1,670 1,700

Electric power, by utilities..cceeecseeaecomil, Of kw.=hr., 9,317 9,087 10,853 10,878 11,149

Passenger cars and trucks (Ward’s),....ceveecscesscnumber,. 156,012 130,396 193,561 209, 141 206,536

Petroleum (crude) and condensate 4/.........thous, of bbi.. 6,265 6,270 6,777 6,808 6,851

S10€1 6/.civecitctsescssoscsassessssathous, of short tons., 1,892 1,915 2,400 2,404 2,394

T Percent of CBPACITY B/.ececrcrccscansssssssscsoncasccnans 19.3 #80.3 99.4 99.6 99.2
Freight carloadings, total,. . vesssthous, of cars.. 697 584 809 797 772
MiSCe! |BN@OUS, ecveuesevecsevnsoanssassosssvsscsosoesslOuoes 354 306 404 396 379

1/ Data do not always cover calendar weeks,

2/ Wednesday prices.

3/ Includes UCFE

program beginning January 8, 1955,

4/ Daily average.

S/ Wednesday data., 6/ Week ended December 3: Production, 2,394 thous. short tons; operating rate, 99.2 percent. * Monthly index for
November 1954, # Not comparable with 1955 rates which are based on higher cepacity as reported Januvary I, 1955,
MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS
1954 1955
I TEM
September October July Auvgust September ‘October
COMMODITY PRICES b

Consumer price index, all items.......cc0cvcaeee 1947-49= 100, , 14,7 114.5 il4.7 114.5 114.9 1/ 14,9

APPBr@ ) ueievsrareoassesessasoscssscancssasesscnnasseslOians 104.3 104.6 103,2 103.4 104.6 04,6

FOOG.ooaeoesacnuooonccessscsassosssnsoncsssanvecsseselOiaas 112.4 111.8 112, ) 1.2 ih.6 110.8
Dairy products........ 105.8 106.7 104,7 105,7 106.5 107,5
fFruits and vegetables........... [P . | TN 110.5 [N 121.9 i3 110.2 108.5
Meats, poultry, Bnd fish.cueeeeeesssnneessnceecssssdOie,, 106.7 103.9 103.7 102.9 103.5 100,9

HOUS iNQ.ouoeenervecorsoroonsosesconcccoosvescncancssslOiuns 119,5 119.5 119.9 120.0 120.4. 120,8
Gas and @lectricity. . covecinererocscecoscesscscssscdOiess 107.9 108.5 110.8 110.8 1.2 1.2
HOuSefurnishings.vesevesesoavssescocsscscrocavaseseldOuaas 106.0 105.6 103.6 103.2 103,6 104.4
RENt. . ueureasorovessstososasssscsosncscsassnssnsessdOisss 128.8 129.0 130.4 130.5 130.5 130.8

MEdiCa! CAF@.cc.ccreencosecsvoccvsosveseessssvsessceslOias. 125.7 125.9 127.9 i28,0 128,2 128.7

POrsondl Care@...coeveeenssoscavcccscsvorsscscasascssedoiee. 113.5 113.4 115.5 115.8 116.6 117.0

Re2ading and recreation....c.cieecsecescescscoscocesesstldo..,. 106.5 106.9 i06.3 106.3 106.7 106.7

Transportation...o.iivereneesorecoresossesccorsceceeslOien. 126.4 125.0 125.4 125.4 125.3 126.6

Other goods 8nd ServiCeS..ecuececesscsverescsncssssseslOurns 120, 1 120, 1 120.3 120.4 120.6 120.6

Purchasing power of the doliar as measured by—

Wholesale PriceS.cciiicecescorsosvesscsssesesessscsealdOnese 90.9 91,2 90.5 90,2 89.5 2/ 89.7

CONSUMBr DI 1COS.0eeeevescavesssosssscssassssccssasseelOuans 87.2 87.3 87.2 87.3 87.0 2/ 87.0

Retail fOOd PriceS..csseseesecccsssccssoncasnecscocselOusan 89.0 89.4 89.2 89.9 89.6 2/ 90,3

DOMESTIC TRADE
Television advertising:

Cost of facilities, total..eceeescscaesesesthous, of dol.. 26,198 31,671 29,997 30,345 33,058 vesescce
Automotive, including BCCOSSOr i@S.cvevetarosncessesdOuien. 1,932 2,837 3,670 3,358 3,620 cessvene
Drugs and toiletries..c.veeevenencses ceeseancseslO.... 6,053 7,202 8,762 8,661 8,133 [N
Foods, soft drinks, confectionery....sceeeeeeeeceeeld0iaes 5,795 6,571 6,069 5,947 6,896 ceesvene
SoBpS, €leansers, 6tC...vvviecrceeoraoreccasssoveseldOuaes 3,054 3,055 3,416 3,849 4,134 cesesees
Smoking Mater iBlS.ciucecscecsorcccesrsssccorsscocsedOucas 3,510 3,728 3,354 3,203 3,499 [P

Magazine advertising:

[0 T3 O - 1 O TP . 1. T 51,787 63,048 37,329 40,836 58,673
Appore| Bnd BCCESSOri@S....ocenvscssoccssacssesssaslOnae, 6,399 5,712 918 4,197 7,515
Automotive, including BCCOSSOr i@S...ccvveascresrssslOias, 3,162 3,262 4,540 3,762 3,661 cesesene
Building materials......coeeececcececccrccacscasesedOiaae 3,198 3,236 1,690 1,699 3,848 ceervane
Drugs 8nd 10i181FieS.ccvarerccrrocccosessacencssssadOi,., 4,450 6,195 4,221 3,744 4,845 teesenas

1/ Index based on 1935-39=100 is 192.1. 2/ indexes based on 1935-39=i00 are as foliows: Measured by wholesale prices, 46.9;

prices, 52.1; retail food, 44.7,
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continved

1954 1955
I TEM
September October July August September October
DOMESTIC TRADE - Continued
Megazine advertising, cost - Continued
Foods, soft drinks, confectionery..........thous, of dol,. 5,999 8,885 6,368 5,!39 7,347 evecsene
Beor, wine, 1iQUOrS..c.eeecsesroccconncscscosascacsel0iass 2,005 3,158 2,084 1,868 2,354 cesseses
Househo!d equipment and supplies.......ccveeeoeseeeedOo... 3,005 4,450 1,748 1,670 3,674 cesenven
Househo!d furnishings....c.ccieaigerecccccercrcnceessdOnea, 2,510 3,690 7i5 1,496 2,493 cevssene
Industr in) moteridlS..ccooeeveescssreasccssscavesessdOivas 4,303 4,769 3,200 3,451 4,469 cesecsos
Soups, CleBnsers, OTC...ccceeieeccccacrssesersscncsselOecss 729 8i0 492 540 836 cecsesne
Smoking moterigls...coceicevascncinccncevsnccenaesotdon.,. 1,285 1,317 1,272 1,369 1,524 eeoenne
EMPLOYMENT
Lebor turnover in manufacturing estabiishments:

ACCoSSion rat@.....cccccsess.monthly rate per 100 empioyees.. 3.4 3.6 3.4 4.5 rd.4 p4.0

Separation rate, t0t8l..eieeceessersncecscocccccscesasdOon.. 3.9 3.3 3.2 4.0 4.4 p3.4
DisSChBrg®..cveeacescecsncecvossvessvssascsscccnvsees@0,e.s .2 .2 3 3 .3 p.3
L P Y | T 1.7 1.6 1.1 1.3 (] pl.l
QUItTieseurersooascressnsosoreoscsssccssssosnccsssesesdOiess 1.8 1.2 t.6 2,2 r2.8 pl.8
Military and Mmisce | lan@OUS. . ccoieerecscarsrsosascsseslOiass 3 .2 .2 .2 .2 p.2

F INANCE
Federal Government finance:

Receipts, t0t8l.ueirvecccvcncecscssnsessssssceomil, of doi,, 5,280 2,887 3,089 5,048 6,180 2,998

"7 Receipts; met... PP . L TN 4,951 2,63 2,765 4,734 5,498 2,692
CUSTOMS . . ovoeesosesosssscsscsssnssssecavreorencncsseelOuece 48 47 54 55 57 62
Income and emp loyment taX@S.....covscvs0cesvacccsesslOesss 4,277 1,850 1,924 4,459 4,968 1,873
Miscellaneous internal revenu@.......ocesveevsvesssldo,... 838 850 877 945 947 890
ALl DThOr recCeipts...ccccceescercccsscncscssscsscnceeliace "7 140 234 390 208 173

Expenditures, tOt8l e vovcococtseorncroccrsvccsacsssseldOoass 5,019 4,857 5,382 6,225 5,340 5,355
Interest on pubiic debt......cieevnecceconcesnneasesdOo,.. 541 346 592 522 529 542
Veterans' services and benefits...cceovciiennieaneasdon,,, 324 349 364 434 363 p364
Notiond! SeCUritY. . cvueieeercsrncosssssccncecscsceeelOouss 3,261 3,300 2,863 3,420 p3,6114 p3, 161
All other expenditures...c.cceeesscescecsceccncsscesse@0oncs 897 863 1,564 1,850 p837 pl,288

CHEMICALS AND ALLIED PRODUCTS
Organic chemicals, production:

Acetic acid (synthetic and natural),..........thous, of 1b,, 44,69) 42,002 43,987 44,647 47,421 ceerevae

Acetic BNMYdrid@..c.ueeovescerecrrsossrsossacasecrncesseslOicss 69,282 69,104 66, 359 69,499 66,299 cecsssns

Acetylsalicylic acid (8spirin)....oeevevcaccroncescesedOoaes 1,154 1,250 1,099 912 716

Creosote Oll.ueeiecieosrsssescossssasceaseessthous, of gal.. 9,246 8,577 8,538 11,539 9,764

DDT.veucscarsevsassssnsscesssssvsscssccccesesssthous, of 1b.. 6,444 5,526 11,334 11,277 10, 190 vesssees

Ethyl acetate (B85%)..cccccccccrrsacnscnosocracceacesscdOuen. 5,952 6,960 7,017 7,726 7,765 cesesede

Ethyiene glYCOl.ccuesoeesscnccecsosscescccassencssssseslOisse, 51,284 59,353 82,831 86,963 84,885 ceeesten

Formaldehyde (378 HCHO) c.vevevonsvcacocrresscososcocsaldOne.. 92,551 94,720 82,131 93,912 97,092 cessnsae

Methanol: .

Notural (1008)...ccoceeccsncsroocscnsascssssthous, of gal.. 184 177 181 187 190

Synthetic (1008)..c.vueessrorscsascscccasccanssacessdO,ies 12,896 15,319 17,463 17,465 17,590

Phthalic anhydride.....ecceeacovcacescecssss.oThous, of ib.. 22,136 24,647 31,582 29,735 30,414
Synthetic plastics and resin materials, production:

Cellulose acetate and mixed ester plastics:

Sheets, rods, and tube@s....ccccvvevocens ..thous, of Ib.. 3,430 3,074 2,283 3,390 4,012
Moiding and extrusion materiais. . ..i.eeveseessecsaesedon,,. 7,840 7,520 6,271 7,681 8,728

Nitrocellulose sheets, rods, and tubes.sc...cc.nveeeceloL. .. 362 332 260 413 396 vesntens

Other cellulose piastiCs. ceeeeces snseccssssscessscealdOi,.s 586 416 313 332 430 cesencse

Phenolic and other tar acid resins.....c.eeeesecvccesesdo.,.. 33,519 33,057 30,2688 39,087 42,221 veseuses

POlYSTYren®. . vveececeqecoerocsessasscsnscssvesosasonaslOias, 37,352 39, 196 35,749 41,144 50, 304 vescscnre
SUPen and .me1Bmine resins,.c..cveesccessasscscsscrsessslOiiss 19,588 21,132 17,110 22,416 24,280 | ....eee.

Viny) FeSinS.ccseeecsesvasescsssscscssssoncscnassasessdOoass 44,389 48,970 54,628 57,022 60,968 cesanene

AlKYd roSinS.ceeeeccccesescrovcassscrasnsssssasssscess@Oiecs 27,411 27,943 31,979 35,886 36,700 cesosnee

ROSIN MOdificationS..uusuieeeresveresescssssosansnennas@0csas 9,767 9,702 12,303 10,767 12,148 ceevanae

FOODSTUFFS AND TOBACCO
Livestock slaughter (Federally inspected):

CBIVES..oveecotosesrssssassassonncescses.Thous, of animais., 706 738 550 646 710 728

Cott10.covcasresscascnssnscocsccncssnocasronccssarssaocslOecss 1,638 1,616 1,524 1,797 1,752 1,693

HOQS..0overvsesncvecssssosrssscoscassasasssrsscccscsselOeies 4,743 5,178 3,428 4,475 5,144 6, 144

Sheep Bnd 1OMDS..eeceocecusorsescnscnsescesssscscassssdOirss 1,290 1,291 1,076 1,239 1,344 1,248

Meats, production, tot8l...cccecrecviecccncesvessamit, of Ib., 1,796 1,897 1,596 1,897 1,977 2,421

Boef and VeBI.u.cceesrsecnssssoccecssssnsnsssathous, of Ib.. 917,746 924,790 878,641 1,032,932 1,021,504 999,507

Lamb and MUtTON . ccevevecrasessssososesnsasesssscsenseslOases 55,324 56,119 47,030 54,343 58,742 55,245

Pork, inCluding 18rd...cseescecssscccccasaccrnsoccesssedon.,. 822,728 915,733 670, 129 809,765 896,472 | 1,065,839
LB, eeseececocesocsavessesososacosasscavsercsasssosesl0ioss 146,772 171,156 128,545 149,419 159,349 190, 120

Tobacco, menufactured products:

Production, t0t8).ciseescscascsscccascassessssthous, of Ib,, 18,866 18,252 12,763 17,934 17,388 eessssne
Chewing, plug, 8nd tWist,.coceeciococenrerscsonsseeedOo.es 7,105 7,024 5,468 7,233 6,967 casevene
SMOKINGeoveoccroscssassscssssssssncscsssansencscsassdOiies 8,361 8,214 5,233 7,024 7,054
SNUFfeueuceceoroncscsssncasscsssrescassvesccscnssceedOi,., 3,399 3,017 2,062 3,678 3,366

Consumption (withdrawals):

Cigerettes, small:
TaX=Fr@0.ceercecctascsscsssosscsosessccssscoccMillions,, 3,395 2,472 2,369 2,232 2,937 cescscne
Tox=p8id.s.csccrcacs ceveseslO, 00 31,964 31,593 28,561 36,760 32,076 | ........
Cigaes, 1x=pPBid..cicesrcrsesssssvcesesssncsssothousands,..| r503,476 501,498 414,250 535,596, 533,707 esessens
Menufactured tobacco and snuff, tax-paid....thous. of Ib.. 18,467 17,219 13,021 17,518 16,624 | ........

£/ Revised. p/ Preiiminary.
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4 MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continved

1954 1955
I TEM
September October July August September October
METALS AND MANUFACTURES
Iron ore (Lake Superior district):
Consumption by furnaces..,............thous, of long tons.. 4,620 5,398 7,273 7,485 7,539 7,850
Stocks, end of month, toTal...civeierecrrsisrnncasseadon. e 49,753 51,868 33,424 39,506 45,406 49,523
At fuUrnaces, . eeeeceecnvesess cecerseocrecnssasesessdOL .. 43,083 44,980 27,940 33, 100 38,459 42, 167
On Lake Erie doCkS...cveeceresesscooosnsenoncvessesdoi.,s 6,670 6,889 5,485 6,405 6,948 7,356
Castings, gray iron:
Orders, untilled, for sale...........thous. of short tons.. 81t 789 1,050 1,160 i, 151 ceresans
Shipments, total.veeerucrcncsness teseeesecnns veodo.... 921 943 1,070 1,226 1,253 ceveannae
For 881@...cceeeressvescacscanssassvessnsscasooecsssdOiies 534 552 579 688 713 [
Castings, malleable iron:
Orders, unfilled, for sale.....covvevueveessss.short tons,. 66,742 71,090 115,420 123,473 116,636 Ceeesees
Shipments, total...c.viveeninioiserocnoosoccscssaeessdOiass 58,015 64,321 75,570 82,448 87,215 [N
For sale....civeveenuenieecnnanns teessasians eevesssdo..., 33,929 36,956 44,914 48, 126 55,471 cessesns
Pig iron, production...eececvenesss «...thous, of short tons.. 4,462 4,984 6,391 6,601 6,703 6,965
Castings, steel:
Shipments, total.i.vceieirreeiereceesensnsscssoshort tons,. 88,359 87,085 97,875 126,406 r 140,843 [
For sale, total..... eoserses e 64,722 64,004 71,170 96,290 107,622 | ..... con
Railway specialtios.,..oveeveecnricansacnsanes PN 8,668 8,580 11,631 20,576 23,594 ceesesan
Steel forgings (for sale):
Orders, unfilled, total.,............thous, of short tons., 409.0 382.0 513.3 r547.0 552.4 cesensne
Shipments, total..ieieeerannssnass eessvevenses PPN [ T 109.4 113.0 t15,0 134.8 148,.8 cresenes
Drop and upset..... .o L AP PP . 1< J 81.7 86.0 82.7 99.9 H10,? cevsaane
Press and open hammer......ceeveeese PP . [ JR 27.7 27.0 3.3 34.9 38.6 [P
Vacuum cleaners, standard type, sales billed...... thousands. . 238.2 263.2 207.8 255.5 308.3 350.7
Washers, domestic, sales billed...cveeveviceceeccrearesdoneas 379.7 339,2 245.9 403.8 414.9 362.3
STONE, CLAY, AND GLASS PRODUCTS
Glass containers:
Production....cceeevececcneesscasnsannsssathous, of gross.. 9,929 10,908 1,858 13,109 11,234 12,173
Shipments, domestic, total..ceeireneeerenennns PRI 1< JON 10,730 10, 145 10,996 14,361 11,194 11,147
General-use food:
Narrow=neck foOd..cuivveversssocasnanacoasas vereslOiias 1,511 1,121 1,217 1,852 ri,746 1,348
Wide-mouth food (incl. packers' tumbiers, jelly
glasses, and fruit jars)...eeeeeeveeececencesaado.... 3,210 3,033 3,093 4,749 r3,013 3,271
BOVerage.. veveessncossrsassrscnssssscsescacssssscsesdOi,,, 343 325 1,230 93 480 411
Beor botties....cvevuecoesvocresssevesrecsannssesdo, .. 677 586 1,161 1,145 739 597
Liquor and wine... T PP+ [« U t, 165 t,408 872 i, 44 ri,203 1,486
Medicinal and toilet....iieniirnvrnniecrnnoscaneaado.... 2,536 2,452 2,196 3,027 r2,669 2,791
Chemicai, househoid and industrial...ceccveeeseee. dO.... 985 977 915 1,184 r!,015 1,003
Dairy products..ececensvesrecrscasvocarsonnas vesereaslOL, .. 303 243 212 329 329 240
Stocks, end of month....iiiueeetiineironeonassasasesesdoi,.. 13,336 13,721 14,805 13,263 13,040 13,719
TEXTILE PRODUCTS
Cotton, manufactures:
Spindle activity (cotton system spindles): 1/
Active spindles, last working day, total......thousands.. 20,634 20,696 20,708 20,735 20,799 20,883
Consuming 100 percent cotfon,.......... PSRN 1< J 19,276 19,295 19, 147 19, 136 19,243 19,302
Spindle hours operated, all fibers, total....mil. of hr., 11,222 9,735 8,234 10,088 12,287 10,290
Average per Working daY....eeeeeeecscocscssesesdOo, .. 458 493 433 504 455 515
Consuming 100 percent cotton....veeeesvasrececsesdo.. .. 10,455 9,042 7,546 9,293 11,363 9,512
Operations as percent of CApaCItY.voecvrornceossceasonsne 123.5 134.6 145.7 41,4 138.0 144,9
Wool, consumption, mill (clean basis): 1/
Apparel ClassS.c.ieeievecsnnss sessesssssesssesthous, of Ib., 24,405 19,850 20,682 23,142 r25,895 22,908
Carpet ClasS.ueecoscacososansesvesscossocnsosscasreessOie,e 11,498 9,459 6,637 10,509 ri3, 245 11,892

r/ Revised. 1/ Data for September 1954 and September 1955 cover 5 weeks; other months, 4 weeks.
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