November 4, 1955

BUSINESS &ca) STATISTICS

A WEEKLY SUPPLEMENT TO THE SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS

Available only with subscription to the SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS, at $3.25 annually, this Supplement provides selected
weekly and monthly data subsequent to those published in the latest monthly SURVEY
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2 WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS'

1954 1955
I TEM
Oct. 23 Oct. 30 Oct,. 8 oct, 15 Oct. 22 Oct. 29
Commod ity prices, wholesale:
All commoditi@S,ceecesssosceasonassssssnaccssee 947-492100., *109.7 1.4 111.2 1,2 i,
Farm productS...cveevvaess PR DY - [« T *93, | 87.5 86.7 87.1 86.5
Foods, processed..... ceeesese ceveceens *103,7 100, | 99,8 99.8 98,9
Al OtRer . cuiesrssseasossnsvessncssscssvsoasessresstl0iine| consnesans *1i4,5 118.6 118.7 118,6 18,7
22 commodities 2/.ceeiiiseserccccncscrsonossscsesaseslOias 90.4 90.4 89,7 89.5 89,5 88.5
Depariment store s@1€S....ccceeveeecnsscvccncscsnsnscesadOise, 123 17 125 128 133
Insured unemp loyment, tots! 3/...c0vieeecrosecenenscssthous,, 1,634 1,601 863 869

State Programs,...eeeseecesssssccvoscssvacscssaseressl0iuas 1,469 1,446 784 789 esersrcen [
Finance:

Currency in.circulation’'d/....cevevenvnseeeesamil, of dol,. 30,070 30,037 30,479 30,628 30,547 30,500

Federal Reserve bank credit outstanding, total 4/....do.... 25,699 25,360 25,525 25,714 26,169 25,747

Member bank reserve balances 4/.....cce0000000000000000..0, 19,136 18,895 18,700 18,728 19,119 18,891
Excess reserves, estimated 4/....cccvvvvnennacessesdon.., 867 671 523 557 638 458

Federal| Reserve reporting member banks in leading cities:5/

Demand deposits, adjusted....cccvvenecaces. .mil, of dol,, 55,470 56,050 55,860 55,618 56,293 snsenssse

Time deposits, except Government,.....c.cceeeeevceeelOceee 21,346 21,37% 21,672 21,710 21,676

Loans and investments (adjusted), total............do.... 84,675 84,789 84,616 86,102 85,542
U, S. Government obligations.,.coeeeessseseseasecdon.., 37,403 37,533 30,282 31,419 30,941
Commercial, industrial, and agr, loans (gross)...do.... 21,126 21,043 25,010 25,114 25,082 vesscecas
Real-estote 1oans (Qross8)....eceecsvesssossessseaslOia, 6,955 6,978 7,972 8,001 8,040

Fallures, industrial and commercial.....ccoveeeess..number.,, 229 223 207 203 239 230

Bond yields, domestic corporate (Moody's) 4/,......percent,, 3,13 3,12 3.30 3,30 3,30 3.3

Stock prices,480 stocks (Standard end Poor's), 1935-39=100., 242.6 241.6 3.1 301.2 308.5% 307.0
tndustrials, 420 STOCKS.ceescorecssooscscasacessecadOions 270.2 269.5 356,2 343.8 349.4 331.0

Production:

Bituminous coal 4/..evivirccasersssssthous, of short tons., 1,506 1,534 1,639 t,633 {,633 corsesene

Electric power, by utifities..c.cveacecses Mil, of kw,~hr,, 9,033 9,152 10,639 10,599 10,644 cesercsce

Passenger cars and trucks (Ward's)...ccevecsveeees number,, 59,302 87,403 95,776 126, 166 163,822 182, 158

Petroleum (crude) and condensate 4/.........thous, of bbi.,. 6,174 6,153 6,690 6,714 6,753 cesssioas

Steel 6/..civreevecnencaroncsanecascathous, of short tons.. 1,769 1,776 2,334 2,330 2,388 2,413
Percent of CAPBCITY 6/ceeerncrscrercrscernsavernsosecnnse 74,2 ¥14.5 96.7 96.5 98.9 100.0

Freight carloadings, total..cceiveeevnoecass . Thous, of cars., 746 736 807 827 834 secsssace

MISCO! 1BNBOUS . e vooercesscraassncorcssosssossnsesanseslOuaas 370 367 392 409 418 cresvenne

1/ Data do not always cover calendar weeks. 2/ Tuesday prices. 3/ iIncludes UCFE program beginning January 8, 1953, .4/ Dally average.
5/ wednesday data, 6/ Week ended November 5: Production, 2,368 thous. short tons; operating rate, 98,1 percent. * Moathly index for
October 1954, # Not comparable with 1955 rates which are based on higher capacity as reported January I, (953,

MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS

1954 1955
I TEM *
August September June July August September
EMPLOYMENT
Labor turnover in manufacturing establishments: .

Accession rate.,...........moathly rate per 100 employees., 3.3 3.4 4.3 3.4 ra.5 p4.3

Separation rate, 1otal..iieeieeccaccracssnccsacscaneasdoi,.s ‘3.5 3.9 3.2 3.2 r4.0 p4.4
DiSCRBrge. . cveecrcerocsnsssosascccscssccescocsasasslOiens .2 .2 3 .3 .3 p.3
[ Y - [ N 1.7 1.7 1.2 [ rt.3 pl.|
QuUit.eeieseernecsccacossncass AP . | J 1.4 1.8 1.5 1.6 2.2 p2.7
Military and misce|laneous, ..ceeuvecvrecscecscessessdo,.us 3 3 .2 .2 .2 p.2

F INANCE
Stocks, cash dividend payments publicly reported:

Total dividend payments.....oeceeeeeesessesss.mil, of dol.. 333.2 1,266,2 1,390.3 669,.2 263.3 1,488.4
FinBACe, . oevesveesiossncsseensosncosvsconcsccsoneslOie.s 61.6 92.8 93.6 142,35 56.1 108,5
Manufactur ing..cveesoecocecsnssccsascscscnscosssssnelOn.es 171.7 822.9 909.6 221.8 107.9 985.7
MiRING.. . ereeesaconsonncassoncsonscossesnssrensassslOrue. 4.6 87.8 104.0 7.3 3.1 113.2
Public utilities:

[ T ] e T T P | T 1.7 39,1 40,4 127.5 4.3 38.9
Electric Bnd G8S..cceeercssvessasorssiosscssscceslOieas 63,3 108.6 - 12,9 86.9 70,1 114,2
RATIFOBA. s voueeecsocvasonncssosssancssssoncssasseedOieae 9.5 5.1 62,5 18.0 6.5 58.6
TrR00. cuiecncesoosersncsscssaccrscssrsecccsvosssesedOoacs 13.4 38.9 38.6 57.5 8.1 41,1
MISCe | lBNOOUS. . eoerteesscssrocorssssecosssncasanssedOiae 7.4 25.0 28,7 7.9 6.2 28,2
TRANSPORTATIOM AND COMMUNICAT 1 ONS
Operations on scheduled airiines: 1/

Miles flown, revenue.....occeeesveasseesesesess thousands..| 37,859 42,095 47,526 49,180 50,062 | .........

Express and freight ton-miles flown....evveseccscessedOicss 12,704 16,478 18,933 16,967 20,578 Ceseevanae

Mail ton=-miles flowN..c.e.eesesvcencovsvacssssooseseeslOuiaas 6,053 6, 160 6,910 6,305 6,827 ceessnnes

Passengers carried, revenue 2/.,....%icesssecsssvesssdOuss. 2,471 2,621 3,121 3,016 3,007 sesssvonn

Passenger-miles flown, revenue.....ccceeveesvease.millions,, 1,392 1,436 1,765 1,760 1,748 veesonone

CHEMICALS AND ALLIED PRODUCTS
Orgenic chemicals, production:

Acetic acid (synthetic and natwra!)..........thous. of Ib,, 36,101 44,691 43,729 43,987 44,647 cerecesse

Acetic BnhyYdride....coveserieonoranes N 61,777 69,282 67,664 66,359 69,499

Acetylsalicylic acid (aspirin).,sicicovececcrcccaccec®0uns 1,136 1,151 1,406 1,099 912

Creosote Ofl.cicierssacrsansevevassssseesesthous, of gal.. r8,785 r9,246 13,014 8,538 11,539 cesesenas

£/ Revised. p/ Preliminary. |/ Data beginning June 1955 include local servicé operstions for one carrier. 2/ Date tor July and August
exclude figures for one carrier,
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continved

1954 1955
| TEM -
August September June July August September
CHEMICALS AND ALLIED PRODUCTS - Continued
Organic chemicals, production - Continued

Ethyl acetate (85%) ... [ Jthous, of b, 6,212 5,952 5,639 7,817 7,726 cesseesse

Methanoi :

Natural (100€)...cceesensscesssssnscsseess.Thous, of gal.. 160 - 184 186 181 187 cessecsne

Synthetic (100%)..ecveeorososoccresasscrcasevescasesdOisas 12,979 12,896 16,071 17,463 17,465 essssaces

Phthalic anhydride....ccocveecoecceoaseassscathous, of Ib,. 19, 129 22,136 24,851 31,582 29,735 cevennane
Synthetic plastics and resin materials, production:

Celluiose acetate and mixed ester plastics:

Sheets, rods, and tubesS....cceceeecvevsaeso.thous, of Ib.. 2,962 3,430 3,903 2,283 3,390 esessrnns
Molding and extrusion materials.....oveeeeenreconresld0.aas 7,134 7,840 7,723 6,271 7,681 cecsssene

Nitrocellulose sheets, rods, snd tubes.........cc00veel0.s.. 366 362 415 260 - 413

Other cellulose plastics...cceeeecrncesncsrncssrsscceelOeaas 548 586 333 313 332 cieseeces

Phenolic and other tar 8cid resing...ccceeevecveccnses@ouas 28,824 33,519 41,994 r30,288 39,087

POlYStYron®. .o eeeeacescssssocsssecsssscsnssasconsecsel0uans 31,808 37,352 42,273 r35,749 41,144 cereenees

Ures and melamine resins....cccceeeececorecoccsooosocee@0uuae 18,073 19,588 21,231 ri7,110 21,907 ceeeneees

VinYl resing,..ceescerccessssosesossscoscsssessoscecsesdOione 34,34\ 44,389 56,118 r54,628 57,022

AIKYO resinS. .oueesreeerrnsoccssacsssscrsscanncnrsnsec@00css 27,540 27,411 39,136 r31,979 35,886 | ...eeeenn

Rosin MmOditicatiONs..uveieceervccrovcoscsracascccncnse@Ouees 9,396 9,767 11,665 r12,303 10,767 ceeeneene

ELECTRIC POWER
Electric power, production, total....eovveeoocmil, of kw.-hr,. 47,196 45,489 50,725 52,924 55,917 52,907
L T T P - - 41,182 39,539 44,234 46,625 49,353 46,335
industrial establishments. . c.oiveseececncsserescenseeslOinss 6,014 5,949 6,490 6,299 6,563 6,572
FOODSTUFFS AND TOBACCO
Wines and distilling meterials:

Effervescent wines:

Production,.icecececrsscescsessessses.Thous, of wine gal.. 17 49 266 70 175 cesesvres
Tax~paid withdrawals,..c..e0. Y . [ T 97 159 137 78 L4 evossenas
Stocks, end Of MORTR..cveeesencacrosasssscsacencsreelOi,ss 1,449 1,335 1,401 1,567 1,613 esesoeves

Still wines:

Production..c.eeesssscccencsocesccnsscocssccssassenesdOi.as 3,398 26,985 1,267 728 1,487 vessesens
Tax-paid withdraws!S...ieoieseeerscncvassaceoroosoesdOinns 10,134 12,223 10,842 8,929 9,926 cevevenen
Stocks, end of MONTh...veesasscessassovssccssenssssedOuuss 124,674 140,611 128,475 122, 153 112,250 cocessece
Distilling materials produced at wineri@sS...eseeeveeecd0.... 5,020 61,975 606 900 5,633 cecenenee
Meats, production, 1otBl.eiceeeecescncccncnosscsasmil, of Ib., 1,673 1,796 1,753 i,596 1,897 1,977

Boef and ved!l.....cievrerarcosscsaccaseessces.thous, of Ib.. 919,606 - 917,746 952,637 878,641 1,032,932 1,021,504

Lamb and MUtTON..ceesresrocsscssoesscssosracasenessossdOiaas 53,001 55,324 52,892 47,030 54,343 58,742

Pork, including lard,.ieseeciececrcoccerrossnossocssssdoo.., 700,693 822,728 747,208 670, 129 809,765 896,472
LI Y [ T 127,058 146,772 144,297 | 128,545 149,419 159,349

Coffee, visible SuUPPlyesevecocercesseasassaass.thous, of bags.. 820 765 546 492 527 521
Tobacco, manufactured products:

Production, total...c.civeecssesoroscnssnaesss . thous, of Ib,, 18,363 18,866 18,110 12,763 17,934 ceesscass
Chewing, plug, and twist, veeeeeecvrosecosercsoncess80ices 7,196 7,105 7,363 5,468 7,233
SMOKING.eeeneassasccscsacccesansoscacsssscscsasanseeldOiies 7,612 8,361 7,140 5,233 7,024 csecsnsse
SAUTf,  iianesveosssesnsssscesvcsscncsscascessnssceslOiLs, 3,555 3,399 3,606 2,062 3,678 ceeesiees

Consumption (withdrawals):

Cigarettes, small:
ToX-fre@,.seescsecscccesscssscscevsscssecccrcsomilliions., 2,501 3,395 2,723 2,369 2,232 cecesonse
TaX-pBidescscecesccsscsssssacscosssscsecsssvocneeslOuaas 34,568 31,964 35,648 28,561 36,760 seseessas
Cigars, tax—paidicscecsscvessavssecessnsssassssThousands,, | r526,820 503,475 510,219 414,250 535,596 cesereras
Manufactured tobacco and snutf, tax-paid,...thous. of Ib.. 17,902 18,487 17,555 13,021 17,518 cesescses
METALS AND MANUFACTURES
Machine toois (metal-cutting types):
NeWw OrdersS...eccesscssscss M0, avg. shipments, 1945-47=100,, 47,9 - 180,9 263.2 217.8 r221,3 p207. 1
ShIPMENTS.cceasceaccocscscccsssavsccscncecncencaccnvesdOuaas 203,7 213.4 198.8 152.9 ri64,6 p198.1
Vacuum cleaners, standerd type, sales billed,....,.thousands,. 185.4 238.2 241,7 207.8 255.5 308.3
Woshers, domestic, S8leS.ccvecsrecsccrscevccccaccccnsssadOnees 293,2 379.7 354,5 245,9 403.8 414.9
Radio sets, production 1/...ceesecsscsessssssossescsaseelOnses 85,5 932.3 1,204,.9 718.5 947.6 ri,302.4
Television sets (incl, combination), production {/......do.... 633.4 947.8 590.0 344.3 647.9 r939.%
PAPER AND PRINTING
Newsprint, Canada (including Newfoundland):

Production. .ceeeescercrecsccrcencscsasssccesesso8hort tons,, 503, 145 491,153 507,774 490,405 539,539 503,214

Shipments from MillS,ceieiarecoesescecnsscnsacscncaseadO, .. 518,844 482,559 543,424 502,402 534,621 501,555

Stocks, at mills, end of mOATh, . ceveeeresrserercscesalOruas 158,988 167,582 130,664 118,667 123,585 125,244

Mewsprint, United States: . .

Consumption by publishers,....c..veeeescccecssceccecssesl0uans 360,825 388,321 422,246 378,434 384,679 424,807

Prodection, coceesvecavtociassacsscasnsoscsassasvassncsslOuees 99,492 96,592 131,212 124,501 134,902 124,966

Shipments from mills, .ceevieressscsnsrscecsssscscnnssslOirse 98,503 98,202 133,370 121,679 137,037 124,257

Stocks, end of month:

At Mmil s, . ieeeireccttoconcacsconconsonvosccrscesseelOiens 8,643 7,033 7,672 10,494 8,359 9,068

At pUb I iShersS. ieeeeeecncocosessscsasvensnsesosssasslOeass 508,703 490,256 345,172 358,669 404,002 379,746

In transit To publishers.....cccevececevcncccvocsossl0cass 66, 199 64,769 86,398 83,691 80,982 86,230
TRANSPORTAT ION EQUIPMENT

Motor vehicles, factory sales, total...c.ceeseencacassNmber,, 521,450 369,942 767,182 768,621 716,163 559,962

Coaches, 101Bl.cseciveseccercccsacccnscscasnoneocceesaldOoone 309 326 309 296 434 223
DOMOST 1C.cooesoesssoscsccscccsnsssassvsecnsssscnscsesesdOoons 306 34 237 256 410 198

Passenger cars, Totdl.ceeeeroseccoaaccscossoacsrssscee@Ouess 445,306 300,998 647,658 658,736 620,610 467,845
DOMBSTIC.0caecoecsroncescoscescosssscscosssnccssssselOoees 431,371 292,724 629,185 643,402 602,959 459,073

Trucks, t0taleceeecrencrccccccscscnssoreascocsconcssse@0iunn 75,835 68,618 119,215 109,589 95,119 91,894
DOMESTIC. esesossoecescrsvecssassscvncncsasscssosensselOecas 60,263 50,845 101,625 93,739 80,077 76,851

£/ Revised, p/ Preliminary, |/ Data for September 1954 and June and September 1955
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4 MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued

1954 1955
| TEM
September October July August September October
COMMODITY PRICES
Prices received and paid by farmers: )
Prices received, all farm products.....ecve0..1910-14=100,, 246 242 237 233 235 230

CropPSicecsscencanss trestecvesanesnrcorsressscessseslOui. 247 243 238 228 229 224
Commercinl vegetables, fresh market......cee0eeeed0.une 173 190 223 211 230 223
COtTON. sevrvsoennncosncaceesassscsssacssascessess@O0.y,s 292 293 271 271 285 278
Feed grains 8nd NAY...cccevsccecrosncscocsnsvesaslOo,es 210 204 190 178 174 187
FOOd groinsS.ceveeeeesarnsasosscconssssosncssnsesedOn,ee 233 235 222 214 217 220
Fruit. . ceeeeceeeecnenscenceossssscesssceansrssoesl0, o, 248 220 235 243 210 188
Oil-bearing CropsS..eseecssecscccccsossesssosssaeslOo,e, 276 275 257 246 225 227
POtatoes I/ . ccereierienerenconencnsocsanssassnasdOl.., 181 160 170 141 129 130
TODBCCO. ceveuecrrerstncrconnesescassosscsscscsseelOuaes 444 44| 439 437 427 443

Livestock and products.....c.evenvsceocscscnnssssecl0,ses 245 24| 237 237 240 236
DBiry products, . .cveeeececescaccossccsvssoscscanss@Ouuas 254 262 242 249 257 264
Meat animBis...oceeerrrersnncrcsnsesssosanssrscestOie,. 274 265 261 251 250 240
POUITry 8nd ©Q90S..ccvveescrvsnccncosacccsvasossesdOuiss 162 154 178 191 202 195
WOOl . soueseacosorosnoaasssnescasassssoncsoscasssalOoass 297 293 247 240 226 222

Prices paid:

All commodities and Services........coeeeercsveesras0,.,., 262 262 262 260 259 26}
Family living i1ems. . ..cieseescencscrsnsssressasdOa,,. 213 273 274 273 r272 274
Production i1ems. . ...c.vvisveconcsscncscssvenccselO s, 251 250 248 247 r246 246

All commodities and services, interest, taxes, and
WBGO MBT@S.....ccueveeveacsascsnosesnancssaconsaslOi,,. 280 279 281 279 r279 280

Parity ratio...cieeiereescososcorssncrocscassnascnsecdOuses 88 87 84 84 [ 82
CONSTRUCT1ON AND REAL ESTATE

New construction (unadjusted), total............mll, of dol.. 3,674 3,%03 r4,020 r4,055 r4,048 3,903

Private, total...iciesicnsecccscscaroancssosacnssesseslOiias 2,460 2,420 rz,807 r2,814 r2,805 2,724

Residential (nONfBrM).c.evercroscescoscosvoncsscseeluiies 1,327 1,321 ri,570 ri,54| rt,517 t,455
New dwelling units,..ceevecacesescscscsanvacccansealOiane 1,195 1,195 ri,410 ri,390 rl,370 1,318
Additions and alterations........coecv00eeeosacesloo.,, 107 102 ri27 riio riié 109

Monresidential building, total 2/.....0000vencecsssdon.., 558 554 666 688 719 730
LT L ol T I PP [ SN 162 | 170 196 203 r2tl 220
CoOMMErCIBl.eiiviieiecrsvioseersasesenssssssancesestlOiian 210 202 2n 289 308 3t

Farm construction..... PR [ T 153 126 148 150 137 13

Public utility. .. eeieeioreercoccaessesssvrocsssneaslOn,,, 410 407 r407 r42| r420 415

Public, total..c.eiuiiierttaciecntnceccconsossonasnesslOi.es 1,214 1,083 ri,213 rl,24| rl,243 1,179

Noaresidential bullding....ccevusvcveosecnsanscacsston.us 410 390 r386 r379 r373 351

Military facilitieS..ceeevscssoccerconsosancsossesldOises 98 101 ri2} 128 ri3 134

HIGNWBY . cveeiooasescossvecosscnsasssssssssncsosnonelOisas 492 389 r480 r500 r510 475

Other types. . ...c..veneennecrcaracssnsssnsscsaseseslOeass 214 203 r226 r234 r229 219

New construction (seasonally adjusted), totai..........do.... 3,199 3,136 r3,54) r3,524 r3,536 3,480
Private, totel...ceeeenecacsccsoscvncncane veado., .. 2,247 2,238 r2,556 r2,551 r2,563 2,513

Residential (nonfarm).....ccveverenscocercnnsnceesslO.es 1,215 1,210 r!,416 ri,390 ri,381 1,324

Nonresidential buildiag, tota! 2/....ccciveinnnnssssdo.., 530 525 r638 r661 r6g4 693

Farm construction. . ccveeieneecrecnescccncsncnsecanessldo,e 127 126 116 15 114 113

Public utility.ceseeaeseoosovcrcoscecsnsssorasnnssalOiras 363 364 r373 r373 r372 37

Public, total....iiiierrenenncveractecsceccrnncaceseelOnas, 952 898 r9s8s 973 ro73 967
Nonresidential building..c.coeeecvenee [ . [ I 372 363 r344 r334 r338 327
HighWBY. ..iceresecoesasssvscossseasssscssvosesssnsaalOiss 3i4 266 r336 r332 r326 324

Construction cost indexes:
Department of Commerce COmPOSitO..covvesrsvass 1947-49=100,, 122, 1 122.6 ri25.8 ri26.2 126.5 cresnnne

r/ Revised. 1/ Includes sweetpotatoes and dry edible beans. 2/ Except ferm and public utility,
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