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BUSINESS “st# STATISTICS

A WEEKLY SUPPLEMENT TO THE SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS

Available only with subscription to the SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS, at $3.25 annually, this Supplement provides selected
weekly and monthly data subsequent to those published in the latest monthly SURVEY
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WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS '

1954 1955
I TEM
Aug. 4 Aug, 21 July 30 Aug, 6 Aug. 13 Aug. 20
Commodity prices, wholesale:
All COmMOdiTieS,asesssssscaceossssansasssanss 947-49=100,. essrccne *110.5 ctsesvece tIo.1 110.2 110,3
Farm productS..eseeeescececeesscsscsnsocsosrscsnesslOusns [SPP *#95.8 cessensen 87.2 87.8 87.9
Foods, processed.cececececsssessoscacncosessonsssssdOuens cecenses *106,4 seessesee 101,11 100.9 101.5
ALl OTher..eieeeesoseoncsanscossascnseossorsrasseasnsl0isss cosenens *114,4 seesenans 116.7 116,8 116,8
22 commodities 2/ueesssssssssesssssssssssonnrcasccnaselOeans 90.8 91.2 90,3 90.4 89,9 89.0
Department store $21es...eeeeesscecassersesscerssarsaselOiess 97 100 98 97 100 PPN
Insured unemployment, fotal 3/..ieeeeeeenseenenavesss.thous,, 1,899 i,856 1,139 1,128 erescosss cesvenas

State ProgramsSesesssecesvosecssssaansosssrccvacsossceeelOuses 1,71€ 1,677 {,031 1,020 eresernss cesesens
Finance:

Currency in circulation 4/.cesecesesssenassssamil, of dol.. 29,932 293,882 30, 191 30,255 30,320 30,315

Fedsral Reserve bank credit outstanding, total 4/....do.... 24,925 24,933 25,506 25,638 25,584 25,495

Member bank reserve balances 4/.cevessessecrccsnseseslOuan. 18,586 18,525 18,945 18,910 18,824 18,757
Excess reserves, estimated 4/......0. seseseseseslDeuas 898 853 606 619 633 592

Federal Reserve reporting member banks in leading cities:5/

Demand deposits, adjusted.ieeeeieeseveasassmil, of dol.. 54,127 53,748 54,416 55,865 55,645 cressess
Time deposits, except Goverament,..eeceeorsescsesesdO0uess 21,213 21,213 21,539 21,552 21,570 cecssens
Loans and investments (adjusted), total.cieeeieseeedOanns 82,720 82,405 84,914 84,878 84,416 eesseace
U, S. Government obligationS.ieeecscececonsasceasdOuen. 36,389 36, 185 32, 164 31,975 31,634 cesssees
Commercial, industrial, and agr. loans (gross)...do.... 20,829 20,759 23,526 23,550 23,754 ceveanae
Real-estate 10ans (groSS)ececescescescscesccoseesl0uaas 6,766 6,801 7,978 7,993 8,025 eeerasen

Failures, industrial and commercCial,..ceeesesessss.number,. 233 246 201 213 169 216

Bond yields, domestic corporate (Moody's) 4/,.....percent,, 3,14 3,13 3,25 3,27 3,28 3,29

Stock prices,480 stocks (Standard and Poor's), 1935-39={00,. 235.8 238,0 318,9 313,7 306,4 307.4
Industrials, 420 STOCKSsseeeesassncocassescsavecssadOusas 259,8 262,6 363.7 357, 1 348, | 349.5

Production: .

Bituminous coal 4/.eeseesevessesseassThous, of short fons,, 1,311 1,275 1,608 1,532 1,553 cesssese

Etectric power, by utilitTieS,eseseacscsscsemil, Of kwo-hr,, 8,996 9,207 10,727 10,925 10,729 cecesens

Passenger cars and trucks (Ward's).eeseseeessesess number,, 116,193 117,023 187,506 163, 105 172,697 164,702

Petroleum (crude) and condensate 4/.........thous, of bbl., 6,158 6,156 6,616 6,640 6,635 veessees

STE@l 6/evtessscasessessaassssssesss.thous, of short tons,, 1,527 1,474 2,190 2,098 2,157 2,176
Percent of capacity B/ueseeeseeecescscssoccssveecssscnnns #64,0 #61,8 90.7 86.9 89,4 90.2

Freight carliocadings, total,seeseesesesesessssThous, of cars,, 685 679 796 765 775 [

MiSCe | 1aNEOUS s veesssoscasossvecsoessesssssavsscsssvsosdOiens 337 338 374 367 374 vessvens

1/ Data do not always cover calendar weeks, 2/ Tuesday prices. 3/ Includes UCFE program beginning January 8, 1955, 4/ Daily average.
5/ wednesday data. 6/ Week ended August 27: Production, 2,206 thous, short tons; operating rate, 91.4 percent, * Monthly index for August
1954, # Not comparable with 1955 rates which are based on higher capacify as reported January |, 1955,

MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS

1954 1955
1 TEM
June July April May June July
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS
Industrial and commercial failures:

Fajlures, ToTal,seeseeessevevosnssesescesonssasssasnumber,, 965 856 03 955 914 861
Commercial ServiCe.eeseeseesseescossssssessssssesselOiese 8l 80 66 80 75 68
ConsStruCtioN.seesenrcercensevesssceseconcsrsosncnsesdOeens 132 95 106 121 14 102
Manufacturing and MiningeeeceecnesoeoscssssssooscesldOesss 208 165 154 168 200 179
Retai|l Trade.ssesescersonsosscsrsososescssosesesnssnsslOisas 455 417 484 499 446 423
Wholesale 1trade,seeeeescsccevscesoessoscesnsenneseaadOeass 89 99 93 7 79 89

Ltiabilities (current), totalsceeessesssseeasthous, of dol,. 41,613 32,230 35,968 34,714 36,667 32,543
Commercial ServiCe.ceessecesesaccsssscssonssencsasedOness 2,045 2,524 2,229 1,998 5,259 1,502
CoNSTruCt 10N, sseessesnsecesccccceccssscescocssesnselOesnn 4,514 4,958 6,450 4,885 4,702 6,289
Manufacturing and MiningesececseerovsenssscsansrsselOnens 18,454 9,986 12,653 i4,093 13,888 11,865
Retail Trode.iesecesssscsescsvsscrescsssscassescosselOneas 11,722 9,622 10,765 10,874 9,564 8,605
Wholesale 1rade,..ieeessacecsesesascscosssossssessssdOians 4,878 5, 140 3,871 2,864 3,254 4,282

COMMODITY PRICES
Consumer price index, all iteMS.secuuocasasoesss1947-49=100,, 15,1 115.2 14,2 14,2 14,4 A 11a.7

ADPArelueseessecrensosscoosascssnoassssocssassesssseaslOias 104,2 104.0 103, 1 103,3 103,2 103,2

FOOU,uaeeenoouosnessvooassrnsarssoscocnsanssscsnassaslOuass 113.8 114.6 111.2 Ll i3 12,1
Dairy produCtSeeseeecscseeccesssscossnossoscsnsesssdOisas 102,¢9 104,3 104,6 104,0 104, 1 104.7
Fruits and vegetableS.ieeeseooncesssssoasrsseissessdOuans 17,1 120, 1 117.% 120,2 119.5 121.,9
Meats, poultry, and fish.e.iesusorereeeescsesennsasdOunns 1,1 109.7 103.0 102, 1 103,8 103,7

HOUST NGeaeeeoeenessooaansasecrcsovsonoasancassssvosnesdOuass 118,9 119,0 119.5 119.4 119,7 19,9
Gas and eleCtr iCitYeeeeoseocscosososcossscccasecsosl0unne 107.6 107.8 1103 110,9 110.7 110.8
HousefurniShingS.useesesesesssscoceesasacasensasessdOnass 105,8 105,7 104.5 103.7 103,8 103,6
RENt,  ienteeeecaceoesosoesososenccssnsssssannessseslOoeas 128,3 128.5 129,9 130,3 130.4 130,4

Medical Cares.iisseceeeesecccssnessescccsassasaceesasalOnsns 125, 1 125,2 127.3 27,5 127,6 127.9

Personal Care.uecescssececscssscessassncoorssossssseslOuuns 12,7 13,3 113.7 13,9 14,7 15,5

Reading and recreatioN.ssesesssseesscssesssesssssareelOuuas 106,4 107.0 106.6 106.5 106,2 106,3

Transportation.esseeseeseescscscosoncsssnsrocessaneesdon,es 128,9 126.7 125,3 125.5 125,.8 125.4

Other goods and ServiceS.ceseeccecssesseccsssssceeesslOuans 120.1 120.3 119.8 119,9 119.9 120.3

Purchasing power of the dollar as measured by—

Wholesale PriceSciceecessseosonsasvococenscsnoocccsseslOues 90.9 90.6 90,5 21.0 90.7 2/ 90.4

ConsSuUmMer PriCeS.scecseesssecsessosessesssscsassssvsssseadOnees 86.9 86.8 87.6 87.6 87.4 2/ 87.2

Retail food PricesS.eeececescscsssesccssssccsssasceeesdOuans 87.9 87.3 89,9 90,0 89.8 2/ 89,2

1/ Index based on 1935-39=100 is 191.8. 2/ Indexes based on 1935-39=100 are as follows: Measured by—wholesale prices, 47,3; consumer
prices, 52,1; retail food, 44,2,
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued

1954 1955
| TEM
June July April May June July
CONSTRUCTION AND REAL ESTATE
Construction contracts awarded, 37 States (F, W. Dodge Corp.):

Total ProjeCtSesesesssscsesoscasssesescssssanssessssnumber,, 59,741 60,996 79,184 75,896 75,141 73, 130

Total valuation,,ceesevsssscccsccssssssacsssssscmil, of dol., 1,755 1,857 2,522 2,185 2,255 2,272
Building, tOtaleseesessosescssasessscsvorsrsesesecseedOuens 1,377 1,387 1,776 1,737 1,794 1,852

Construction cost indexes (E, H, Boeckh and Associates):
Average, 20 cities:
Apartments, hotels, and office buildings:
Brick and concrete,....eeee..oe.lUs S, avg, 1926-29=100,. 256, | 257.3 260.7 261.8 263,8 266, |
Brick and steel..seevececscoscccscssearsnoseccsesel0isas 251.5 252.8 256,2 257.3 259.5 262,0
Brick and woOGe.esssse F Y« [ PN 254.7 256.2 260,0 261.3 263, 1 264.3
Commercial and factory buildings:
Brick and conCrefe,uueeceeeeecesocevosessaacaasaaslOienn 263,4 265,0 268.5 269.7 271.5 274,0
Brick and ste@l.scuicieeovecceesrsescaccrooncscnnseslOuens 259.3 261,0 264.5 265.6 267.,3 271.9
Brick and WOOdeeeuuseesceecsssvoceosoocnossnsesassdOusan 253,6 254,9 258. 1 259.6 261.,3 262,3
Frame.,sseeseoescoscssoccecevevocesscssascascscaaslOoens 253.9 255.4 260.3 261.8 263.8 264.,5
Steel,, PP « [« TR 242,4 244,7 247,4 248,3 249.8 257.5
Residences:
BriCKessesosssoesossossosscsccsacacssasesssansnsselOnees 255.3 256.8 260,7 262,35 263.9 26439
Frame,seesesseeosessessoassosnssnssoccsssossasssessdOiens 249,3 250.8 254.9 256,4 258.3 259, |
DOMESTIC TRADE
Printers' Ink advertising index, adjusted:

Combined iNdeXseessssensevescosssacssssasosssss |947-49=100,, 173 170 179 186 191 [N
BUSTNESS PAPErSesesssessssessasccrscccssscsssscsess d0iucn ri72 160 168 165 172 cevevens
MagazZinNeSeceeeesearescosescsoassscsossssssncsssssrselOces 144 128 145 148 145 eessesns
NEWSPAPEr SeeereeaveocnscossssssscsrsesrsscssosncovesasdOuoes rl6s 157 178 188 201 cesranoe
OUTAOOr caesvesesvavssessccscacsssscacscssccscscssssselOnens 147 152 149 156 146 eresecee
Radio (NetWork) sueeeesesssessssesssesccscsasssoscaseeadOneas ré2 64 54 54 56 sessones
Television (NEtWOrk)ssseeeeesssenscscsosasssss 950-52=100,, r256 298 301 311 324 AP

F INANCE
Federal Government finance:

Receipts, 10T@leesesasesssnrcssvosessceccsssssssmil, of dol., 1,347 3,148 4,941 6,119 11,193 3,089
Receipts, NeteeeeeecssvoccsasocssrovssssnsansosssedOuecs 10,644 2,827 3,732 4,438 10,038 2,765
CUSTOMS . seeesaceoosssoenssrocessassessnssassssssoseelOnacs 49 45 51 56 57 54
Income and employment 1aXeSeeesesorovssosssscscasnselOuens 10,123 2,059 3,976 4,849 9,920 1,924
Miscellaneous internal revenUe.eeessssseececocncsseslOnans 834 790 795 939 972 877

All Other receiptSecsiesecsssecosssccososccsansrsseesdOnens 340 254 19 276 243 234

Expenditures, 10Tal,u,eeueeecccceascsesssesasscceeeasalOians 7,308 4,827 5,228 5,356 6,677 5,382
Interest on public debteeeeececcrscrerscsovsccacseesdOians 1,763 213 355 443 1,495 592
Veterans' services and benefitSeseeeeesesseecconosselOuenn 376 336 383 381 398 358
National SecUrityeiseceeasssseseassasscssresssscansslOnins 4,663 3,061 3,382 3,346 p3,939 4,432
All other expendituresS,seeecesscecssssssocssssssassslOuess 506 1,217 1,108 !, 187 p845 ’

ELECTRIC POWER
Sales to ultimate customers, total (Edison Electric i
1NSTitute)eusensesncssosascsnsscncseocssssmil, Of kwo=hr.,, *32,931 *¥32 53] 38, 140 38, 127 cesececne cevesnas

Commercial and industrial:

Small Light and POWer..ecesavescssscccsssscssoseseeslOuuns *5,685 **5,694 6,225 6,240 seseseves vesesnee
Lzrge 1ight And DOWEr..ceesvesseesvessresscassassosdCuaes *16,027 ** 16,234 19,496 20,248 ceeacsnns ceaseese

Railways and railroadS,.ceeeeesssesescecssacsscecscseeslOuase *403 **%379 374 265 esecesese [P

Residential or dOmMeSTiCivesescsvessscsoscascscsnsnseesdOoeas *8,942 **g 32| 9,917 9,208 cessenren crevsene

Rural (distinct rural rates)ieeseccececessscosscosessaldCoane *756 818 928 879 covenene

Street and highway lightingeeeeseceseccessecsoscccesselOenss *311 %290 334 214 cececens

"Other public authorities.eeseescssesesossocrsnsccnecneedOouns *763 **747 817 77 cevesnee

InterdepartmentaleceeiecseeonscsscescceassoccacencasesesdOune, *44 *%48 56 49 sessonse

Revenue from sales to ultimate customers (Edison
Electric institute)iiesseseessveoacnssesaasssthous, of dol.,} %585,775 *¥579,312 644,841 639,059 ceseveres [P
FOCDSTUFFS
Livestock:

Cattle and calves:

Receipts, principal markets,...eesseseothous, of animals,, 2,316 2,298 2,040 2,277 2,122 1,956
Shipments, feeder, 1o 9 corn-belt States,.eceeeceeesdOuuns 130 174 272 236 149 169

Hogs : :

Receipts, principal marketS.seseeessesscsssosssscseedOoees 1,993 1,900 2,473 2,337 2,140 1,929

Sheep and lambs:

Receipts, principal marketS.seesessacecescsssrasseesdOuees 1,193 1,140 1,302 1,246 1,410 1,043
Shipments, feeder, to 9 corn-belt StateS..qeeeveesssdOaues 96 100 156 Hi3 96 147
LEATHER AND PRODUCTS
Leather production: .

Calf and KiPesesseovosoosonasssasesessasasoThous, of skins,, 750 628 882 r863 886

Cattle hidC.esvseeorossocessscssssscsenssss Thous, of hides.. 2,049 1,647 2,148 r2,169 2,222 ceassene

Goat and Kideaessssseceasssessssssssssssesassthous, of skins,. 2,485 2,087 2,186 2,227 2,389 coerenes

Sheep and 18MbeseeesvoocaassresoscsacssssvosaansnooseslOieas 2,144 1,613 2,143 2,266 2,243 vesevens

METALS AND MANUFACTURES
Pig iron, production,.cisesecesesasessssthous, of short tons.. 4,724 4,626 6,385 &,805 6,544 6,591
Steel forgings:

Orders, unfilled, 1T018l.ceeseeecsessansssssascsssnsssslOuess 409.2 395,4 499,4 509.4 S19.6 seesesnn

Shipments, for sale, 10taleiciesssssesscacsnscrcveassasdOnens 113,14 96,6 149,6 147.0 155.5 secsnnes
Drop and UPSETeeesesocevrecscnssssssasssscscssorsssselOnans 86,2 74,4 i13.5 109.4 17,0 creaenes
Press and Open hammer ceesesessssosescsssscacavsssrsalDoass 26.9 22,3 36,2 37.7 - 38,4 ceesesns

£/ Revised., p/ Preliminary, * April 1954 data, ¥** May 1954 dala,
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4 MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued

1954 1955
I TEM
June July April May June July
METALS AND MANUFACTURES - Con.
Copper:
Production:
Crude (mine or smelter, inci, custom intake).short tons,. 86,119 76,320 104,228 106,773 r 101,940 39,421
Refined,.eeeeenoesssssecsscvacoorcosssnsocessscneeelOusen 112,474 107,193 122,129 135,042 r 130,881 51,182
Deliveries, refined, domestiCesesesecsosscsscssssasssdOisns 106,252 97,436 119,863 124,853 r132,730 60, 143
Stocks, refined, end of MONth, . .eeeecersssecnacooseaelOias 69,289 69,077 42,759 43,340 38,533 36,293
Oil burners:
ShiPMENT S, i esieeceasesransocnoonane seseesssss nUmMbeEr,, 68,798 65, 184 60, 155 65,407 68, 600 coeesene
Stocks, end Of MONTh, .. ueveeeeesssaocossosnsssoseaceslOnnss 80,845 75,345 71,864 69,732 68,141 [
Stoves and ranges, domestic cooking, excluding electric: .
Shipments, TOT8leieeeecresasvscososooconcsssnsssssaiiUmber,, 187,944 145,829 196,705 199,682 216,879 ceseases
Coal aNd WOOUO,eeusssreroossvssssssssossssssscnsssaslOuuas 4,206 4,351 4,283 4,107 4,817 P
Gas (including bungalow and combination)..eseseses.dooaa. 174,806 134,896 182,502 187,735 204,170 eveeens
Kerosene, gasoline, and fuel OiliceeesvsveveonceeesdOuras 8,932 6,582 ¢,920 7,840 7,892 ceoresee
Stoves, domestic heating, shipments, total..eessseerssodo.... 180,323 203,901 98,307 122,722 186,201 PP
Coal and WOOUe.useuseraovsosnsassosssssssssossessssssdOiuss 10,9325 23,443 8,624 10,624 15,589 seeessns
LT - UL [« S 111,79 114,195 50,311 74,605 116,854 resesves
Kerosene, gasoline, and fuel OilivicecesesvasasncnseadOia,. 57,592 66,263 39,372 37,493 53,758 esvesses
Warm-air furnaces (forced-air and gravity air-flow),
shipments, 107al,ceceeiruceenoncscecrocsesoessnsssadOie. 95,359 92,463 91,908 r99,937 117,376 secccses
B85 uecoesotescaccaersocessosvosonsssncsocrsssnccsasselOissns 57,229 53,116 58,012 r62,696 74,125 resesses
Ol leeeeenssecsssssaserseosasocosscsorssaserrssssanseselOuaa, 33,923 35,474 31,484 34,284 39,657 eesseeen
SOlid fuel,.euieeueoveeceocoasoesasovssssnassosascesssdOiass 4,207 3,873 2,412 2,957 3,594 [P
Water heaters, gas, shipments...eeveececsesscscssassesslOians 202,574 186,528 231,694 216,731 214,607 esessane
TEXTILE PRODUCTS
Men's apparel, cuttings: |/
Tailored garments:
SUITSeeeneseersosssessassccsassssssesssthous, of units,, 1,630 944 1,636 1,816 1,945 1,012
Overcoats and topcoatS,seeseesasoscessrcsossosnsveslOiess 510 280 372 496 565 288
Trousers (separate), dress and SPOrt.eeecesveecesesdOrses 4,680 3,312 5,856 5,328 5,580 3,648
Shirts (woven fabrics), dress and sport.,...thous, of doz,. 1,550 1,288 1,908 1,744 1,830 1,336
Work clothing:
Dungarees and waistband overallS.ieeeecessveccacerealOuaas 345 288 416 424 430 308
SRIr T S e eieesnencecsossscsesacassosssssransssnnesesdOuass 420 300 360 360 410 324
Cotton consumption 1/.eeeecesecsessesssacscsesssnsassssssbales,, 778,558 541,553 696, 354 703,240 849,116 566,640
Rayon and acetate:
Shipments, domestic, producers':
Filament yarn, .cieeeeeseesescecsecasvscanassemil, of lb,, 57.9 53,1 77.5 70.5 rés.8 65,5
Staple (Incl., tOW)ieuraeoneecsnsoscencassossncsaeasdOius, 35,7 32.1 33,0 30.2 r30,2 27,5
Stocks, producers', end of month:
Filament yarn,.ceeeeeoeoeeessosossoncnsssesssanusasdOiie, 67,0 70.2 39.3 ra0,1 r43.6 46,3
Staple (InCl, 10W)iiueerearvsnvosnssnsccssoeacnessadOoan 28.0 29.0 22.1 21.0 20,5 24.8
TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT
Railway equipment, American Railway Car Institute:
Freight cars:
Shipments, toTaliieeeereesessncosossesassesssesssniumber,, 2,683 2,051 3,075 4,320 3,057 2,862
Fquipment manufacturers, 1o0Tal..veeeeeeceeenveessdOnoe. 1,263 955 1,989 2,675 1,732 1,954
DOMEST 1€, eaveeseerensescsssoscasssscnascnssseeslOions 1,230 705 1,664 2,438 1,690 1,284
Railroad shops, domesStiCe.vsrecsvessscassccsoasaeslOuans 1,420 1,096 I,086 1,645 1,325 208
Passenger cars, equipment manufacturers:
Orders unfilled, end of month, totaliseeseseasasnsadoo, .. 500 502 920 1,024 1,001 993
DOMEST iCiuseessosoossncecesnscsosnsscasnnsosesessdOuuas 285 316 896 1,007 $82 977
Shipments, 10Tal.eeessseesecscasacassascscscsnssasadOions 44 65 36 49 55 39
DOMEST I CuvuvevorsosoccaeonssvsoosnnssoassassnsassdOass 30 34 25 41 48 33

r/ Revised, 1/ Data for June 1954 and June 1955 cover 5 weeks; other months, 4 weeks,
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